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W

ith hunting season underway, most of us
have begun to plan the fall’s adventures
(and maybe some have even already had
them), scheduling weekends and trips around busy
work and school schedules. This is the time of year
when I really start to dream about the big buck I may
see or the endless sea of chukar scattered across the
hillsides. Every year this same excitement returns to
me. Why is that? Why do I continue to get so amped
up about sitting on windy ridges, traipsing through
deep snow, freezing my toes off in a goose blind, walking 10 miles a day behind my wirehair, enduring the
August heat at an antelope blind? Why?
Well, I think it is because of the memories I made as a kid being in the outdoors. From the moment I cast my first line and killed my first tweety bird with
my Daisy BB gun, I was hooked. The thrill of the stalk, the wonder of what could
be, the chance of a monster, the camaraderie at the camp, and the adventure
on the mountain, carved a place in my life that couldn’t be filled with anything
else. I learned patience, perseverance, responsibility, and reward.
This fall I want to encourage each of you to introduce our sport and our love
to someone who hasn’t had the opportunity to experience it.
As you will see in this edition, there are many easy ways to introduce youth
to Nevada’s great outdoors. A simple rabbit hunt or wetting a line will create
the sportsmen of our future. Forget about sharing your, “secret spots” and relish in watching someone enjoying what the Silver State has to offer.
I want to take this moment to publicly thank Mike Popejoy for his service
and dedication to NBU. Mike was a great asset to NBU and will be missed. NBU
has a long history of recruiting some of the most talented and a dedicated individuals around, like Mike, and fortunately it hasn’t stopped with the most
recent addition to the Board. I want to take this opportunity to introduce Brett
Jefferson as the newest member of the Board of Directors. In Brett’s short time
on the Board, he has shown an unwavering commitment to NBU and Nevada’s
wildlife. He is dedicated and committed to propelling NBU forward. I look forward to working with Brett and am excited for what he brings to the table.
As always, I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter and I invite you
to consider submitting an article to be published in the next newsletter. For
article submissions, feel free to call or email me.
Caleb McAdoo
775-388-1914
cmcadoo@jbrenv.com
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wild sheep than any other state
in the lower 48, second only
to Alaska in the United States.
Thanks to your donations and
countless volunteer hours, NBU
has played a major role in that
accomplishment. We should all
feel proud as members. There
is still much to do. There are
numerous mountain ranges in
our state that could support
wild sheep with some habitat
improvements. Our organization
is up to the challenge.
We have accomplished
many things already this year.
Our volunteers have completed
guzzler projects in the Pah
Rah Mountains, Pueblo and
Black Mountains, and the Virgil
Mountains. We have partially
funded a trap and transplant
project which will augment the
Stillwater Mountains herd with
sheep from the River Mountains
near Boulder City. We were
also a major sponsor of Kids
Free Fishing Day at the Sparks
Marina, the Tonopah Fishing
Derby, Nevada Range Camp, as
well as the Bootstrap’s kids work
program.
We are currently in the
planning stages for next year’s
banquet which is scheduled for
Friday, April 9th, 2010 at the
Peppermill. This will mark our

30th anniversary, and we are
planning a very special event
to mark that milestone. NDOW
has given us three heritage
tags, desert bighorn, California
bighorn, and elk. We also plan
on having several special raffle
prizes and auction items that
are affordable to all that attend.
We will be starting to promote
the banquet early this year so if
you have attended in the past,
you should be hearing from us
soon. If you have never attended,
or it has been awhile and you
would like information about
tickets please contact, the NBU
office, any director, or me at
mike@mikebertoldi.com . With
the increased seating capacity
at the Peppermill, we can
accommodate over 400 more
people than the past events at
the Grand Sierra.
In closing, I would like
to say it is indeed an honor
and privilege to serve this
organization as President. I
look forward to hearing from
you or seeing you at next year’s
banquet.
Thank you all for supporting
NBU and Nevada’s wildlife.
Sincerely,
Mike Bertoldi
mike@mikebertoldi.com
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“One thing you
may not know is
that Nevada now
has more wild
sheep than any
other state in the
lower 48, second
only to Alaska
in the United
States.”

am Mike Bertoldi the
new president of the
NBU-Reno Board of
Directors. As a life long
Reno resident and sportsman
I, like all NBU members, care
deeply about Nevada and
our wildlife. I have the good
fortune to follow a long line
of outstanding presidents
and will do my best to live up
to their high standards and
achievements. As most of you
know NBU is an amazing success
story and the envy of volunteer
wildlife organizations across
the west. The reason for this is
fairly simple. We have had great
leadership and commitment at
the board level and an incredible
group of dedicated volunteers
that can be mobilized quickly
and efficiently. Our annual
banquet is one of the largest
single events to support wildlife
in the whole country. This one
event allows us to fund many
wildlife related projects in
Nevada. I realize this is not
news to most of you reading
this but want you to know that
I understand the history and
strength of this organization and
will work hard to preserve and
grow it.
One thing you may not know
is that Nevada now has more

Calendar
February 4-6, 2010

Wild Sheep Foundation Sheep Show

Friday, April 9, 2010

NBU Annual Banquet & Auction

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet,
please contact any Board member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighorns.org
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BARTONELLA INFECTION:
ARE YOU AT RISK?

T

icks other blood
sucking insects
have carried diseases to humans
and animals for thousands
of year, in fact a recent
examination of a 4000
year old human cadaver
revealed an infection in a
tooth caused by the newly
recognized tick borne disease Bartonella. The historic Black Death Plagues
in the Middle Ages were
caused by flea bites transmitting infection from cats
to fleas to humans. A tick
or other blood-sucking insect can carry more than
one type of infectious organism at the same time,
so a single tick bite can
cause more than one type
of infection. For example,
a dog could become infected with Lyme’s disease
and heartworms at the
same time from a single
tick bite. While Nevada is
a relatively tick free area,
we are seeing increasing
cases of diseases known
to be carried by ticks
and other insect vectors.
Many pet owners travel
with their pets throughout the United States in
recreational vehicles or

on commercial carriers.
Hunting dogs, field trial
dogs, show dogs, and many
other types of competitive
dogs provide a large and
mobile susceptible population for exposure to ticks
and fleas. The symptoms
and signs of many tick
borne diseases are similar
in infected dogs and infected humans. The following
paragraphs will describe
some of the new findings
about Bartonella infection
found in infected dogs and
humans. Bartonella are
considered a potentially
pandemic disease.
Bartonella are a species
of bacteria transmitted by
blood sucking insects including mosquitoes, biting
flies, fleas, ear mites, lice,
and a variety of ticks. Bartonella are found all over
the world. Bartonella have
been transmitted from one
human to another human
patient by blood transfusions in underdeveloped
countries. Currently,
Bartonella infections are
not considered contagious
between dogs and humans,
because most Bartonella
need to be inoculated into

the blood. However, cats
can transmit a Bartonella infection to a human
through a bite wound or
scratch wound. The cat
bite infection in a human
can occur if the cat has
a mouth infection. A cat
scratch can cause human
infection when the claws
are carrying infected flea
dirt. Nevertheless, all
modes of infection transmission are not known; an
infected coyote caused an
infection in a child after
the coyote bit the child.
Recent surveys in northern California have found
Bartonella in dogs, foxes,
cats, and coyotes. Bartonella organisms were present in 28% of the coyotes
tested in northern California. Bartonella have been
identified in mice, rats,
rabbits, deer, elk, mountain lions, bobcats, cattle,
and probably many mammals are susceptible to
infection or are potentially
carriers of the organism.
Dogs seem to be accidental
hosts, whereas cat, foxes,
and coyotes tend to harbor
the organism and serve as
a reservoir for the organism. As more species of

Bartonella are studied,
more animal reservoir
species will be identified,
and the dog may indeed be
reconsidered as a reservoir for certain Bartonella
species.
Hunters, trappers, and
taxidermists need to
be careful when dressing game or working on
hides, because the risk for
exposure to Bartonella
infected tissues and blood
can be present. A small
skin wound from a knife
or bone can allow entry
for an infectious organism.
Also, deer ticks can transmit Bartonella and many
other serious diseases to
humans. While not necessarily comfortable, wearing latex or rubber gloves
will provide protection.
Lighter surgeons gloves
can be useful when caping
detail is necessary.

50% of those tested. Drug
abuse and sharing contaminated needles can transmit Bartonella and many
other diseases in humans.

Blood testing of healthy
human blood donors in the
United States revealed a positive finding in 2-6% of the
population. Blood tests from
homeless people in metropolitan areas have been positive
for Bartonella in as many as

Bartonella are a newly
recognized disease-causing
group of bacteria. New
species of Bartonella will
undoubtedly be recognized
in the future. The known
spectrum of animals that
carry the organisms and

continued next page
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serve as reservoirs for
infection to other animals
will increase. Public health
officials are carefully considering the potential for
Bartonella to emerge as
a potentially epidemic or
pandemic disease. If you
develop an unidentifiable
infection, inform your doctor about your potential
exposure to Bartonella. If
your dog develops multiple
signs of illness, inform

your veterinarian about
the potential for exposure
to Bartonella.
The signs of Bartonella infection in dogs and people
are highly variable, but the
human and dog disease are
very similar. A dog can be
asymptomatic for months
to years before signs of
disease develop. Weight
loss, poor appetite, lethargy, weakness, lymph node

swelling, nasal bleeding,
lameness, inflammation
and bleeding in the eyes,
anemia, hepatitis, heart
valve disease, endocarditis, myocarditis, and acute
death have been attributed
to Bartonella infection.
Bartonella can erupt into
a disease when a dog has
been injured or stressed
by another disease. Diagnosis of Bartonella can be
complicated, but complete
blood counts, blood chemistry panels, and blood
titer testing are usually
recommended as initial
tests. Blood titers might be
recommended to identify
specific Bartonella species.
Testing for other tick or
flea transmitted organisms
often reveal multiple infections in the same patient.
Treatments for Bartonella
generally include longterm broad-spectrum antibiotics including azithromycin and doxycycline.
Additional supportive care
might be necessary for
anemic or weak pets. n
BY DAN LAVACH, DVM,
MS, DACVO

COME RAIN OR SHINE ITS
GUZZLER TIME

W

ith the handles
of the digging
bar and shovels
hanging out the
window, the helicopter lifted
from playa flats outside of
Denio. As the rotors cut
through the air, the group of
over 80 volunteers quickly
became the size of ants and
the mountain grew as we
climbed out of the valley and
headed to the project site. This
helicopter ride was heading to
Black Mountain, but it would
soon be taking volunteers to
the Pueblos as well, until all
80 of the volunteers were
spread evenly between the
two sites.
The clouds to the West
hung low, hinting at the rain
to come.
We eased our way to
the top, flying right over
the soon to be guzzler on
Black Mountain. The site
was situated in a grassy
bowl with rim rock and cliffs
surrounding adjacent to the
area. From the air you could
see exactly why the location
was chosen, it had all the
makings of the perfect guzzler
site. When we touched the
ground, Ed Partee, the NDOW
biologist for the area, awaited
us at the landing zone and
assured that we safely exited
the helicopter. We hiked down
to the site and along the way
noted multiple pellet groups,
reassuring us that the sheep
liked this area.
A few volunteers had
already begun removing the
loamy soil where the tanks
would lay. I plunged my shovel
into the soil and couldn’t
believe how soft it was. No
rocks? No Kalichi? Am I
really at a guzzler in Northern
Nevada with no rocks? Where
the heck are all the rocks?
I couldn’t believe it! More
volunteers filtered in on the
helicopter and soon the site
was booming with activity.
Everyone seemed to fit in and
find their niche in the process.
Shovels and rakes were
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manned and the team worked
together like a finely tuned
clock. Meanwhile, over in the
Pueblos, a similar scene was
occurring. Volunteers were
busily making way for the
guzzler.
And then it hit.
The low hanging clouds
in the west were now the low
hanging clouds over head.
The rain began to fall…and
fall…and fall. This was the
type of rain that Mel Belding
dreams about. Had the
guzzlers been completed when
it first started falling, who
knows how full they would
have become. Everyone
scrambled for their rain
coats and kept to the task at
hand, looking like a bunch of
drowned cats.
Even amidst the rain,
puddles and mud, the
dedicated volunteers at both
the sites prevailed. The crew
at the Pueblos even had to
place the tank fittings under
water!
With the tanks leveled and
piped, the pipe rail fence in
place, the drinkers set, most
of the barbwire up, and the
apron installed, the water that
had been saturating our GoreTex rain gear was now being
captured and directed into the
devices we had constructed.
The Black Mountain and
Pueblos guzzlers had been
constructed concurrently and
were both finished by 3:00 p.m.
The flight back down to
the valley floor was a good
one, knowing the tanks were
beginning to fill. It was a
rewarding day to say the least.
As we all know, no good
guzzler project ends on an
empty stomach. The guzzler
kitchen had been erected
at Dufferena Ponds and the
finely cooked chicken and
tri-tip awaited the drenched
volunteers. Kudos to the
kitchen crew! n
BY CALEB MCADOO
Newsletter Editor
Director NBU-Reno
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THE SHEEP SHOW RETURNS
TO RENO!

W

hat state boosts
the largest
population of
wild sheep in
the lower 48? Which state
has exported wild sheep to
repatriate other states likely
more than any other? Which
state and city is home to the
finest, largest and most effective statewide wild sheep advocacy and conservation organization? Which state and
city has consistently hosted
the most enjoyable and profitable Wild Sheep Foundation
(WSF/FNAWS) conventions
in our history? The answer to
all of those questions is simple
and provides the primary reason WSF is returning to Reno
for our 2010 through 2013
and likely later years annual
conventions.
Our 2010 Wild Sheep
Foundation Convention and
International Sporting Expo
“The Sheep Show” scheduled
for February 4-6 at the RenoSparks Convention Center
and Silver Legacy Resort
& Casino is shaping up to
be our finest to date. With
the anticipated support and
participation of our affiliate
and partner Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, the finest
statewide organization noted
above, the 2010 convention
will be the largest celebration
of wild sheep and the wild
places they inhabit in the
country. We are more than
80% sold out of booths, have
secured more than 21 special
sheep and other permits as
of press time and expect to
exceed our 31 permit offering
of 2009 including some soon
to be announced first-time
desert bighorn opportunities.
Corporate, industry, member,
chapter and affiliate sponsors
are joining the effort as financial supporters of the convention. For the first time, WSF
has an “Official Sponsor,”
Midway USA, who has partnered with the Wild Sheep
Foundation in a very gener-

ous and significant fashion to
ensure our convention and
organizational success. All of
our convention sponsors (to
date) are listed on the WSF
website www.wildsheepfoundation.org.
Our full registration
package will include the
Wednesday Night Welcome Back Party, Friday
and Saturday Live Auction
admittance, Saturday Ram
& International Awards
Luncheon and the Saturday
Night Grand Finale Gala plus
entrance to the expo hall
and seminars. As a special
incentive, members and
guests purchasing their Full
Registrations by December
15th will receive their choice
of a WSF logo Boyt Harness
duffle or tote bag and EVERY
Full Registrant will be entered into a 2011 Dall Sheep
Hunt drawing with Majestic
Mountain Outfitters of Alaska
fully sponsored by WSF Life
Member Kevin Rinke. Additional events planned include
our world class International
Hunters Party, Awards and
Banquet Thursday evening,
our not to be missed Ladies
Wine Tasting Thursday,
spectacular Ladies Luncheon
Friday and Saturday morning Life Member Breakfast
celebrating the core of our
membership.
We have engaged and
partnered with our chapters
and affiliates to boost attendance and are honored
and pleased to announce our
collaboration with our “Host
Affiliate” - the finest wild
sheep advocacy organization
in the Silver State and arguably one of the most effective
in the world your own Nevada Bighorns Unlimited to
ensure the 2010 Sheep Show
is the biggest and best mountain hunting convention and
celebration on the planet!
WSF is returning to Reno
in style - please help make
this 2010 convention the

Gray Thornton
most fun, productive, informative and profitable for you,
NBU and WSF by registering early for the event and
attending! You’ll want to be
a part of the action! You can
register online and view the
entire convention schedule
at www.wildsheepfoundation.
org. Thank you NBU for your
support! I look forward to
working with NBU leaders to
make the 2010 WSF convention your NBU “national” convention as well complimenting NBU’s second-to-none
statewide event.
For more than a year, we
have been working with our
chapters under the goal and
mantra of “One Tent – One
Campfire” whereby our 13
chapters and the international headquarters work
more closely together as a
team to accomplish our collective mission and purpose.
The first Chapter Summit
was held in Cody, Wyoming in
May of 2008 and we held the
second gathering, Chapter
Summit II, in Reno mid July
hosting 35 delegates from 12
of our 13 chapters. The one
and half days of meetings
and camaraderie culminated
in a bold and strategic board
approved move to co-op our
non WSF members into the
WSF ranks. This one time co-

op will boost the Wild Sheep
Foundation membership by
nearly 70%, expanding our
“tent,” reach and market
significantly. I want to thank
our chapters and board of
directors for their vision and
support in this effort.
Now that we have our
own tent in order, the next
step is to invite all wild
sheep enthusiasts to a Sheep
Summit III to be held next
summer. The Sheep Summit III will include fundraising workshops, networking
opportunities, scientific
forums and the finest sheep
and mountain hunting and
conservation talent together
around “One Tent & One
Campfire.” We will be working
with NBU to make this event
a reality.
On behalf of the Board of
Directors of the Wild Sheep
Foundation, and our 8,500
members worldwide, I wish
to thank the leadership and
members of NBU for your support and participation in what
will be our collective celebration of wild sheep in Reno next
February. Join in the fun! n
BY: GRAY N. THORNTON
President & CEO
Wild Sheep Foundation
(See “Show” info. on next page.)
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RECRUIT A TENDERFOOT

M

ost supporters
of NBU, and
most hunters
in general, will
agree that hunting is one of
the most fulfilling pastimes
available to Americans. Most
of us are also aware that
hunters represent a smaller
and smaller percentage of the
overall population. Two of
the many benefits of “recruiting” youngsters to the sport
of hunting should then be
obvious:
1) kids are introduced to a
lifelong activity that is both
wholesome and outdoors, and
2) our own social and political demographic (hunting
enthusiasts) is replenished.
The process of making a kid’s
first hunt experience enjoyable is less obvious. Here are
a few pointers if you are considering introducing a child
to our sport:
Consider a bird hunt. My
personal opinion is that bird
hunts can be great starter
hunts. I’m not talking about
the all-day chukar hunt
across rim rock, shale slides,
and snow drifts. I’m talking
about an October sage hen
hunt, a leisurely dove hunt,
or a morning in a duck blind.
Let’s face it--a day of bird
hunting typically has more
action than a day of big game
hunting. How exciting is it for
a child to stare through binoculars all day in search of
the perfect buck, bull, or ram
you have your heart set on?
Consider the weather. This
depends on your particular
child’s tolerance for hot and
cold weather. We all know
kids who don’t like to sweat
or have the wind mess up
their hair. On the other hand,
most of us also know kids
who seem as hardy as the
most seasoned of hunters
and simply do not notice heat
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or cold as long as they’re having a good time.
Step it down a notch. If you
truly want to peak the average kid’s interest, you may
need to lower your expectations of a “hard core” hunt.
If you want to approach your
long-awaited bull elk tag with
a 3:00 A.M. cup of coffee, a
7-mile backpack trip, and a
jerky & granola bar lunch,
you might want to think
twice about showing your
third grader what hunting
is all about. A week of that
regimen may not make a kid
run right down and sign up
for his or her Hunter Safety
class.
Bring a friend or relative.
I’m not talking about bringing along your kid’s friend
(that could quickly create
a bunch of work for you).
I’m talking about bringing
a friend or relative of yours
that your child knows and
enjoys. Having a familiar face
in camp puts kids at ease
and enhances the “family
atmosphere” that some of us
have enjoyed for generations.
Kids will quickly put two and
two together and realize that
hunting is not about killing-it’s about good food, shared
experiences, and long-lasting
relationships.
Don’t turn your hunt into a
formal lesson. It’s okay to
casually mention why you’re
looking at your watch when
you’re running out of shooting light, but no kid is interested in browsing through
the Hunt Regulation booklet
to reference legal shooting
light for different dates and
counties. Mention things
like firearm safety, but don’t
take advantage of your captive audience by preaching
about tungsten versus steel
shot, riparian damage, cheat
grass, etc. You get the picture
—they’re kids.
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Clearly there is no specific age that can be labeled
“ideal” for every child’s first
hunt experience. Kids vary
in their interests, attention spans, and even school
schedules. I introduced all
three of my kids to hunting
in 2008, at the ages of 8, 8,
and 9. I brought each of them
along on a separate hunt and
had a ball doing it.
Depending on the age and
maturity of your young companion, lessons on the legal,
ethical, and cerebral aspects
of hunting can probably wait.
To highlight this, below are
examples of the less-thanintellectual things my kids
enjoyed on their first hunt
trip (if you have an 8-yearold, some of these may sound
familiar):
•Following our progress on
a road map. This breaks up
a long drive, especially if they
understand that reaching
Winnemucca means a stop
for waffles or donuts.
•Looking the wrong way
through binoculars. Especially entertaining while
driving.
•Stoking the campfire.
What kid doesn’t like to poke
sticks in a fire for hours on
end?
•Using two-way radios. Put
a kid in charge of your end of
a walkie-talkie conversation.
Trust me--the younger kids
think this is cool!
•Grabbing leaves out the
truck window. While you
have one eye on the road and
one eye on that white spot
on the ridge, your kid will be
making a game out of touching branches passing by.
•Making interesting pit
stops. Places like the “Shoe
Tree” on Highway 50 and

‘THE BLUES’

the Black Rock playa make
memorable stops for kids.
•Reading funny names on
signs. Watch your kid try
to pronounce “Beowawe” or
“Ormachea’s”.
•Lack of vegetables in
camp. Kids tend to enjoy
dinner a lot more when
things like broccoli and peas
don’t make it to camp.
•Gut piles. Youngsters
brave enough to touch that
slimy thing in the gut pile are
sure to brag to Mom about it
later.
In short, you just need to put
yourself in your youngster’s
shoes and decide whether
you would have enjoyed this
experience when you were
their age. To be honest, this
could mean setting aside
your own personal quest to
find a record book trophy.
Just choose which hunts are
right or wrong for your son,
daughter, nephew, granddaughter or neighbor, and
then plan an appropriate
trip. If you don’t introduce
that child to the outdoors,
who will?. n
BY JEFF TURNIPSEED

he turning of the
leaves each year is a
reminder that hunting season is upon
us. Although the fall colors
in Nevada’s high mountain
ranges are inviting in and
of themselves, the opportunity to walk among the reds,
oranges, and yellows of the
turning leaves and harvest
a plump blue grouse makes
it even better. Mountain
ranges like the Santa Rosas,
Sierras, Toiyabes, Independence, Rubies, and Schell
Creeks hold some of the
most beautiful sceneries and
best blue grouse hunting
opportunities that the Silver
State has to offer. The high
elevation rippling brooks,
springs, wild berries, aspen
stands and conifers provide
beautiful scenery and great
habitat for grouse. Forest
service trails will often lead
the way to great blue grouse
habitat.
Similar to other birds,
early in the season their diet
preferences and habits keep
them close to water. The
birds primarily forage on
leaves, grass blades, flower
heads, clover, dandelion,

and berries in the fall, but
they will take advantage of
insects as well. Before the
frost and the snow hit, the
birds will continue to dine
on succulent riparian vegetation and insects hatching
in the areas. Preferred insects for the grouse include
grass hoppers and ants. If
you can find the hoppers in
good grouse habitat, you are
sure to find the grouse.
Snowberry or manzanita covered hill sides with
mixed patches of aspen
and grass also offer good
forage areas and canopy
cover protection against
predators. Focusing your
efforts on the edges of these
areas can be very productive however, hunting in the
trees can be both productive
and frustrating. Snap shooting between trees is common and if you aren’t quick
enough, the opportunity
will vanish in an instant.
Perhaps the saving grace
here is the approachability
of the birds. Also known as,
“fool’s grouse”, the birds are
often easily approached and
usually don’t flush quickly,
providing easy shooting

opportunities. A good, close
working dog can also assist
in, “sealing the deal,” but
they aren’t necessary to be
successful.
Depending on the situation, all the birds may not
flush all at once. If you
aren’t hunting with a dog, a
quick walk around the area
where some of the birds
flushed can produce other
holding birds. As the season
rolls on, you can expect to
find the grouse in and near
fir patches in the higher
elevations of the range. Blue
grouse are one of the few
animal species that gain
elevation as the winter progresses and the fir needles
actually sustain the birds
through the harsh winters
in the sub-alpine habitat.
So if you weren’t lucky
enough to draw a tag this
ear, consider spending some
time chasing blue grouse
this fall. This year’s blue and
ruffed grouse season starts
Tuesday, September 1st and
runs later than in recent
years, through December
31st. The daily bag limit is
3 and possession limit is 6,
singly or in the aggregate.

Consult the NDOW hunt
books for a complete set of
regulations. n
BY CALEB MCADOO

FOWL PLAY & RUBY MARSH

A

s the ducks
dropped from the
sky with their
wings cupped
each rocking like a pendulum,
my heart raced. The moment they came within safe
shooting range, a voice from
behind roared “take ‘em” and
I leaped from my seat firing
away. Although only one bird
fell from that first volley, I
immediately knew that I was
hooked. It’s taken many years
and nearly a hundred similar experiences to help me
realize that few things in life
are as memorable as a child’s
first hunt.
On September 19th 2009,
Ruby Marsh Wildlife Refuge
will be holding its seventh annual Youth Waterfowl Expo.
At this event, kids ages 9-17

will have an opportunity to
be introduced to Nevada’s
wetlands, waterfowl, and
duck hunting at their best.
The day will kick off with
each child getting to band and
release a wild duck. As the
day goes on, kids will experience several instructional
seminars that deal with many
aspects of waterfowl hunting.
The seminars include but are
not limited to the following:
boating safety while hunting;
waterfowl identification; dog
handling and retrieving; decoy spreads and placement;
and duck calling.
After the Refuge’s provided free lunch, the kids will
have an opportunity to shoot
clay pigeons and receive
instruction on wingshooting
and shotgun safety. The day

will end with a raffle in which
the first place prize is a new
shotgun.
Interested youth will be
chaperoned by Ruby Marsh
staff and/or adult volunteers
from several other cooperating non-profit organizations
for a day of duck hunting at
one of Nevada’s great wetland
areas.
In addition to the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service the following cooperators
will be sponsoring and participating in the event: the
Nevada Department of Wildlife, Elko Chapter of Ducks
Unlimited, the 4-H Shooting
Sports Team, Northern Nevada Chapter of Safari Club
International, and the Ruby
Mountain Chapter of Safari
Club International.

For further information
please feel free to contact Jeff
Mackay – Ruby Marsh Biologist at (775) 779-2237. n
BY JOSH VITTORI

GET YOUR CAMERAS OUT - - Youth Hunts are Just Around the Corner

T

aking a kid out
hunting can pay off
big! Not only are
you grooming the
next generation of Nevada’s
Sportsmen and making
Kodak Moments, but you
could also score a brand new
gun. The last two years the
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited and Northern Nevada
Chapter of Safari Club International have teamed up
with a host of other hunting
groups from around the state
to sponsor a youth photo
contest to promote the Youth
Upland Hunt. Now going into
its third season the contest
will expand to include new
categories for waterfowl
photos and big game photos.
“We’ve had over 150
entries in the first two years
of the contest, and opening
up the envelopes and looking
at the photos is almost as fun
as going hunting myself” says
contest coordinator Jeremy
Drew. “I can’t explain how
proud I am of these young
sportsmen and their mentors, it’s clear to see that
they understand
what hunting
is all about
and I’m
confi-

dent we’re in good hands for
generations to come!”
In the first two years the
contest has given away five
brand new Beretta shotguns
and numerous other prizes
and gift cards to the contestants. Entry forms for the
contest will be in the mail
shortly, and available online
at www.ndow.org. Here’s a
listing of some of the upcoming youth hunts to take
advantage of:

Cavin
Cleaned
Up

Youth Upland Hunt:
Saturday and Sunday,
September 26 and 27
Youth Waterfowl Hunt:
(Date needs to be confirmed
through NDOW)
Youth Deer Hunts: Dates
Vary – Youth Tags Still
Available for Purchase in
Select Units at
www.huntnevada.com

Go to NDOW’s website for
more information and regulations for these hunts!
When asked about the
contest’s success Drew praises the sponsors and mentors,
“I can’t say enough for our
sponsors and especially the
mentors who have found the
time to get a kid into the field.
They have all made the next
generation a priority.”
Sponsors for last year’s
contest included the: Carson
Valley Chukar Club, Cast and
Blast Outdoor Club at UNR,
Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife, Fraternity of the Desert
Bighorn, Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited – Reno, NBU
Fallon, NBU Midas, Nevada
Chukar Foundation, Nevada
Department of Wildlife,
Nevada Muley’s, Nevada
Wildlife Federation, and
the Northern Nevada
Chapter of Safari Club
International. n

Gray
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YOUTH CAMPER
TO ASSISTANT COUNSELOR
Nevada Youth Range Camp

I

have had the privilege of attending the
Nevada Youth Range Camp for the past
two years. The first year as a youth
camper and the second year I was an
assistant counselor. It has been one of the most
enjoyable learning experiences I have ever had.
There are so many things that I have learned in
camp, and it has helped me decide what my future holds. I am planning on attending college
to study forest and rangeland management and
wildlife ecology and conservation in 2010. I have
always loved the great outdoors and everything
there is about it. I love hunting, fishing and learning how to preserve this land so that people will
be able to enjoy these sports for many years to
come.
Last year at Range Camp, it was my first
year and I didn’t know what to expect. What I
found out is that there are a ton of kids my age
who have some of the same interests as I do and
are trying to better themselves as I was. It was incredible to be there with all the other kids as well
as the counselors who are taking time off work to
be with a bunch of kids to teach them all that they
know about rangelands and wildlife.
It was really exciting to learn about things
I took for granted, for example, soil. I learned how
to take soil samples and how to determine how
old the different layers of the soil is as well as to
tell the difference in the top layers of the soils to
see if that area had a good water source or not.
We also learned about woodlands. We went up into
the foothills to get samples from a tree to tell how
old it was. We threw a hoop out into the brush to
count all the grasses and shrubs that were there.
We weighed them and listed all the grasses and
shrubs that were inside.
I would recommend this camp for anyone
who is interested in forest and rangeland management or just wanting to understand more about
wildlife. The counselors and our great cooks made
it a great summertime experience with memories
that will last a lifetime. n

ALEX WERBECKES

LET’S GO RABBIT HUNTING

AN HONOR TO SERVE

W

hen I was asked
by NBU President Mike Bertoldi and NBU
Immediate Past President
Jim Nelson to write an article
for the newsletter introducing myself, I have to admit
that it made me a little bit
nervous trying to figure out
what I should say. So, I will
start with a thank you to Jim
Nelson and Larry Johnson
for their nomination to become a member of the Board
of Directors of NBU. I believe
that the opportunity to even
be considered as a candidate
for a seat on the NBU Board
is an honor. I am very excited
at the prospect of participating in NBU at a higher level.
I grew up in Boulder City,
Nevada, and lived for a period of time in Elko and Las
Vegas before finally moving
to Sparks. I am married to a
wonderful woman, Micki, and
have two sons. The eldest,
Ryan, is a C.P.A. living in
Elko with his family which
includes four grandchildren.
The other son, Jake, is a surveyor and cartographer that
lives in Las Vegas.
While living in Elko,
I attended Northeastern
Nevada Community College,
then Denver College where I
received an A.S. degree, and
ultimately attended California State University, Fresno’s
surveying and photogrammetry program. I started
surveying in high school. I
found that the combination
of the outdoors, mathematics
and logistics interested me –
it has stuck to me like velcro
ever since. I am President
and one of three primary
shareholders of Tri State Surveying, Ltd. My wife Micki is
another principal shareholder, a licensed Professional
Land Surveyor, as well as a
hunter and member of NBU.
We employ thirty-four Nevadans between our corporate
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office in Sparks, branch office
in Las Vegas and satellite office in Carson City.
My previous volunteer
experience has primarily
been associated with the
profession of surveying and
mapping. I have held pretty
much every elected office in
the Nevada Association of
Land Surveyors from 1992
to 2003; including serving as
the State annual Conference
Committee Chairman from
1995 through 2006; and as
an unpaid lobbyist to the
Nevada legislature on behalf
of the organization from
1998 to 2004. I also served
two three-year terms as the
surveying delegate representative for Nevada, California,
Hawaii and Guam to the
National Society of Professional Surveyors, Board of
Directors; and am currently
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in my fourth and final term
as Secretary/Treasurer and
Trustee to the NSPS Foundation, Inc., a national 501(c)
(3) organization that manages over $600,000 of scholarship funds.
I have always loved being
in the desert and exploring
the abundant remote regions
of Nevada. I consider myself
lucky to have a career that
has afforded me the opportunity to direct and participate
in surveys throughout the
Silver State. I began hunting in high school, primarily quail in the desert areas
surrounding Searchlight and
CalNevAri. My interest in
wingshooting prompted me
to take up dog training and
breeding, a hobby that I continue to enjoy and share with
my wife, Micki. I have always
had a “roving foot” and love

to travel, camp and just take
in the expansive scenery of
the Great Basin and the Western United States.
I am a Life Member of
SCI, the NRA and NBU. I am
also a member of the National Wild Turkey Federation,
Ducks Unlimited and the
Nevada Chukar Foundation.
I believe in the mission and
purpose of NBU and remain
committed to the preservation, enhancement and
legacy of Nevada’s wildlife. I
look forward to serving the
best interests of our members, and I encourage you to
contact me with your ideas
or concerns regarding issues
that face all of us and the
future of Nevada’s wildlife.
Thank you. n
BY BRETT K. JEFFERSON,
P.L.S., W.R.S.

A

s I have been
hiking around
this summer
trying to get
into shape for hunting season, I have noticed a particularly healthy population of
cottontail rabbits. Cottontail
rabbit populations are cyclical, and it appears as if we
are on the uphill swing this
year. The main cottontail
rabbit species of northern
Nevada is the Mountain Cottontail (Sylvilagus nuttalli).
The cottontail rabbit looks
similar but is not related to
jack rabbits or domestic rabbits. Cottontail rabbits are
great fun to hunt and offer
excellent meat. Some of the
most enjoyable hunts I can
remember have involved the
harvesting of cottontail rabbits either as the primary
game or as a great additional bonus. I am already anxious for this year’s harvest
of plump cottontails.
My first hunting har-

vest as a boy was a cottontail rabbit I shot with my
grandfather’s .22 bolt action
Remington rifle. I had to go
through the hunter safety
course held at the Carson
High School first. It was
very important to be certain
that I was going to be a safe
hunter before I was actually
allowed to shoot at anything.
The hunter safety course
was a blast, and I earned
my certificate. The very
next weekend was opening
weekend for rabbit season.
I slowly stalked through the
sage brush where I had seen
a number of rabbits earlier
in the year. After I collected
this rabbit, I was shown how
to skin and clean it. We then
set the rabbit in a bowl of
cold salty water to set in the
refrigerator overnight. The
next day, we made rabbit
stew. I still remember this
experience even though it
was over three decades ago.
I will never forget the thrill

of the hunt, the taste of the
stew or the mentoring by
my grandfather.
I still like to hunt rabbits
to this day. Rabbit hunting is
a fantastic way to introduce
young people to hunting. I
am particularly pleased to
see as in years past a youth
rabbit season this year
September 26-27 2009. This
would be a great opportunity to mentor a hunting
youth. The general rabbit
season will be October 10,
2009 through February 10,
2010. The limit is 10 cottontails per day. Please read the
Nevada hunting regulations
to be certain of all the necessary rules.
My favorite time to
hunt cottontails is just after
a light snowfall. With the
cold morning air and snow
on the ground, it is fairly
easy to find which rock pile
the rabbits are inhabiting,
and where they are trying
to catch that early morn-

ing sun. After harvesting
a rabbit, a quick field dress
to skin out the rabbit and
remove the entrails will
greatly enhance the condition of the meat. I like to
rub the carcass in the snow
to cool it off immediately
before I place it in my game
bag. Two or three rabbits
will guarantee a great meal.
If you are successful enough
to harvest more, freezing
them for 2-3 months at most
works for me.
I like to hunt cottontails,
I like to prepare cottontails,
and I like to eat cottontails. I would like to share
with you one of my favorite
meals — Nevada Cottontail
Stew served with Crusty
Hot Biscuits. Having your
youth hunter help with the
preparation of this meal will
cement the bond between
hunter, game and mentor. n
By Dennis Wilson

NEVADA COTTONTAIL STEW
2 Nevada Mountain Cottontail Rabbits. Clean, cut up each into 5 pieces (rear legs and half pelvis,
front legs and half thorax, lumbar back strap).
¼ cup flour
1 tablespoon corn meal
1 teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon crushed rosemary
Dash black pepper
3-4 tablespoons butter
4 medium potatoes, peeled and cubed
4 whole carrots, peeled and sliced
1 medium onion, cubed
1 cup beer
1-2 cups water, as needed.
½ cup frozen white corn
½ cup frozen baby peas
•
Use a heavy cast iron cooking pot with a lid.		
•
Combine dry ingredients in a paper bag. Shake rabbit pieces in the flour mixture.
•
Brown the meat lightly in the butter.
•
Add beer, potatoes, onions and carrots. Add just enough water to cover ingredients.
•
Cover and simmer for 1-2 hours, until meat is tender.
•
15 minutes before serving, stir in frozen corn and frozen peas.
•
Serve with Crusty Hot Biscuits.
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Area Benefits from Sparks
Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day

F

or the eighth
consecutive year,
the Sparks Rotary
Club hosted the
annual Kids Free Fishing Day
last June. Even though the
clouds overhead threatened
rain, more than 1,500
kids and their families still
turned out to enjoy a day of
camaraderie and the pure joy
of fishing.
On the second Saturday
of every June, the Sparks
Rotary Club organizes this
event that officially begins at
7 a.m. but sees lines of kids
begin forming at the Sparks
Marina well before then!
Each child that registers
receives a free t-shirt, a
free fishing pole, and a free
lunch. The event is done in
partnership with the Nevada
Department of Wildlife
(as part of their statewide
license-free fishing day) and
the City of Sparks Parks and
Recreation Department.
Although the Sparks Rotary
Club organizes the event,
Rotarians from throughout
the area donate their time to
serve as coaches helping kids
bait and cast their lines as
well as register them, hand
out t-shirts, get them fed,
and in general let the kids be
kids while they’re having a
great time enjoying northern
Nevada’s recreation at its
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best!
The
annual
event is not
a fundraiser
for the Sparks
Rotary Club. In fact, just
the opposite is true. When
the event started, the club
allocated some of it’s annual
community contributions to
support the event. But as the
event grew more and more
popular, it became apparent
that we would need to solicit
sponsors to fund it. Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited became
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our major
sponsor two
years ago, and
this unique event
could not continue
without their generosity.
And it’s not just NBU’s
financial support that make
our event so successful--it’s
the fact that NBU members
truly care that these kids,
many of whom have never
even held a fishing pole, have
a first-rate experience for a
few hours on a Saturday in
June. NBU’s presence at the
event truly adds to the kids’

memories of the day.
While we all look back
on the photos of smiling kids
from that day not too long
ago, Sparks Rotary is already
planning our 2010 event! We
look forward to working with
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
- Reno again to make next
year’s day even bigger and
better for our community’s
kids. n
BY KATHY CARTER
President
Sparks Rotary

