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~ Nevadans working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~

Editor’s Notes

President’s Letter
Dear Members,

NBU News

is published
quarterly by:

Spring is finally here!
I don’t know about you, but spring is my second favorite season – it’s the warm
days and cool nights. We received a lot of positive feedback regarding the last
issue of the NBU News. We appreciate your support and will continue to work to
improve the quality and content of the newsletter.
We are full swing into our volunteer project season. Mel Belding and Steve Field
are working every spare moment to have one of the most productive big game
water development seasons on record. Thank you to all of the NBU Guzzler
Volunteers for their dedication and commitment – we appreciate all that you do for
Nevada’s wildlife! If you would like to become an NBU Volunteer please go to our
website at http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org and sign up. You can also stay up
to date the NBU calendar from the website or the NBU-Reno Facebook Page. We
need all the help we can get!
The 30th Annual Banquet & Fundraising Auction was a huge success. We cannot
begin to count the dollars from donors and the hours from volunteers that over the
last 30 years has gone to support wildlife in our great State. Your generous support
and precious personal time have contributed significantly to the benefit of our
wildlife. Thank you very much.
For those of you that missed the banquet there were a couple of awards presented
that you should be aware of. The Larry Landa Youth Conservation Award was
presented to 15 year old Ellen Wilson of Sparks, and the 2010 Dick Kindred
Volunteer for Wildlife Award was jointly presented to Eric Dalen of Reno and
posthumously to Bob Downs of Hawthorne. Congratulations to Ellen, Eric and
Bob’s wife Debbie.
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Thank you all for your continued support for Nevada’s wildlife!
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For more information on NBU
call (775) 323-1177 or visit our website
www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

Cover Photo by Mel Belding. See article on page 13.
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Like all the presidents before me I am utterly amazed how
fast the year has gone by and that we have yet another
successful fund raising banquet under our belts. We are
already in planning the 2011 event which will once again
be at the Peppermill’s Tuscany ballroom on Friday March
25th so mark your calendars. Those of you who missed
this year’s banquet, it was one heck of a party. Over
1800 of you turned out in the midst of one of the most
trying economic times in Northern Nevada’s history which
is a real testament to the loyalty of our sponsors and
supporters. I would like to thank each and every one of
you who attended, donated, or sponsored our event. You
have once again made us one of the largest single night
fundraisers for wildlife on the planet. Our gross receipts
for the fundraiser will actually exceed last years by 3%.
Absolutely incredible!
For those of you who did not attend this year we will be
sending out membership renewal notices soon. To keep
your membership current and this newsletter coming, as
well as your other NBU membership benefits, you can
renew your membership any of three ways:
1. By paying dues, either life member or annual.
2. By participating at least once in a current year as a
volunteer on one of our projects.
3. By donating $100.00 or more in a current year.
Attendees of the current year’s fundraising banquet who
have filled out their tickets and put them in the ticket drum
are automatically renewed.
We are well into our volunteer projects building season
with the Santa Fe, Wildhorse, Calvada, Lourderback’s,
Dry Falls, and Hercules guzzler projects already
completed. We still have the full construction of the
Fairview guzzler on June 5th and 6th, fencing of the
Haypress Meadows guzzler June 26th, and a joint fencing
project of several springs on the Sheldon with the Mule
Deer Foundation sometime in July or August. If you want
to volunteer for any of these projects please e-mail our
vice president and volunteer coordinator Steve Field
stevefield@msmsheetmetal.com or call the NBU phone
message machine (775) 323-1177.
The die off of the East Humbolt and Ruby Mountain
bighorn populations are about as bad as could be. It is still
too early to tell the full extent but it looks like the loss of
80% of the estimated 340 sheep in both areas is probable.
To date NDOW has confirmed 138 dead. If you put in for
sheep tags in either of those units this year the chances
of even having even one tag available is pretty remote.
NBU continues to help NDOW with funding for lab tests,
GPS collar tracking, and helicopter time. The antibiotic
inoculation program which showed some promise when it
first began now appears to be ineffective. We recognize
the hard work and effort made by NDOW’s staff, but it

looks like the best we are going to get out of this is 20%
survival and the research to hopefully help avoid another
die off down the road. We will continue to follow this and
have updates on our website and in the next Newsletter.
On a happier note NBU Reno will once again be the
primary sponsor of Sparks Rotary’s Kids Free Fishing day
at the Sparks Marina on June 12th. This is an incredible
event for area kids who might otherwise never be exposed
to fishing. This is our 3rd year of involvement and we are
proud to be associated with such an outstanding event
I hope you all have enjoyed using our new website. We
have several improvements coming including a general
store where you can purchase NBU merchandise and
an upcoming events calendar. As always if you have any
suggestions as to how we can improve please e-mail them
to us using our “Contact NBU” link. For those of you into
Facebook check out the NBU-Reno page. We have over
200 people now participating.
Since our last newsletter we have added 7 new Gold Ram
Life Members. Jason House is a lifelong area resident
who lives to hunt and fish; Kyle Meintzner is a current
board member of the Wild Sheep Foundation; Steve
Mothersell is a longtime NBU supporter and volunteer;
Micki Jefferson is a serious sportswoman who is the
wife of our newsletter editor Brett Jefferson; Steve Field,
Bruce MacKay, and Jim Nelson are all current NBU board
members. Since March we also have 2 new Silver and
1 new Bronze life members. We thank you all for your
commitment to NBU and Nevada’s wildlife. Don’t forget
you can upgrade your bronze or silver life membership by
making installments of $500 per year.
I hope to see you all at an NBU project or event and good
luck in the upcoming tag drawings.
Sincerely,
Mike Bertoldi

Mike congratulating Teal Melby at her Golden Ram BBQ.
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Jim Albright
Marvin Altom
Blythe Anderson
Bob Anderson
Butch Anderson
Robert O. Anderson
Alyson Andreasen
John Arant
Dave Backman
Bill Balsi
Dennis Banks
Alan Barrail
Jack & Judy Bassett
Brad Becker
Greg Beecham
Tom Belaustegui
Mel Belding
Mike Bertoldi
Joel Blakeslee
Mark Bohach
Tom Bouthillier
Ron & Vickie Borst
Bill Bradley
Joe Bradley
Stephan & Linda Braun
Matt Brennan
Rob Brooks
Kenny Brown
Doug Browne
Michong Bruchett
Garth Butz
Bill Callos
Steve Card
Gene Castillo
Paulo & Adreana Circling
Joe Citta
Joe Coli
Tim & Kristy Curry
Jonathan Curtis
Tami Czyz
Tom Czyz
Eric Dalen
Grant Dalen
Steven DaMonte
Marianne Denton
Michael Dermody
Mike Dianda
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Norm Dianda
Vickie Dion
Mike Dobson
Mario Domini
Joe Doucette
Jeremy Drew
Neil Duxbury
Mark Bell
Brian Elmore
Darin Elmore
Joseph Elmore
Rick Elmore
Cynette Erickson
Jerry Evans
Shane Evans
Kris Farinetti
Harvey Fennell
Steve Field
Dave Finley
Jeffrey Fischer
Tommy & Judy Ford
Greg Galletti
Mitch Gardner
Lorenzo Ghiglieri
John Gianoli
John Giusti
Gordon Glazier
Rick Goebel
Chris Gonfiantini
Phil Gordon
Jim Greenwald
Fred Groves
Tim Hames
Don & Rena Hanks
Andy Hargrove
J.P. Harrison
Zac Harrison
Neta Hathaway
Dean & Joe Henderson
Richard Herb
Mike Hess
Greg Higgins
John Hill
Art Hinckley
Leon Hoeffer
Mike Hornbarger
Hud Horton

Tim & Melissa Humes
Rusty Humes
Lowell & Janice Hunt
Jim Jackson
Jimmy Jackson
Chuck Jeannes
Bill Jefferson
Brett Jefferson
Julianna Jefferson
Micki Jefferson
Cary Jellison
Brian Jensen
Chris Jensen
Travis Jessop
Larry & Tricia Johnson
Walt Johnson
Brad Johnston
Richard Katsma
Dave Keller
Mark Klaich
Chris Lacey
Heather Lackey
Lori Landaburu
David Lang
Cindy Larios
Lisa Larkin
Scott Larkin
Mike Laster
Dan & Gretchen Lavach
Michael & Moniquia Lee
Jeremy Lutz
Brad Lynch
Andy MacKay
Bruce MacKay
Tammy MacKay
Chris MacKenzie
Boyd Mansanarez
Jeff Martin
Patrick Mason
Dohn Matteoni
Mark McVeigh
Kyle Meintzer
Terry Melby
David Mendenhall
Robert Merchant
Randy Moeller
Tavis Molnar

Glen Montero
Mark Montgomery
Osa Montoya
Kevin Moore
Marcos Morales
Dan Morgan
Bill Muck
Beatrice Muller
Skeeter & Christy Murphy
Harry Nelson
Matt & Julie Owens
Dan Papez
Steve & Honorine Patterson
Brad Pearce
Mike Perchetti
Leroy Perks
Jack Peters
Joseph Peterson
Scott Peterson
Eric Petlock
George Pimpl
Pat Pinjuv
Mike Popejoy
Gary Powell
Dan & MaryAnn Price
Tanna Prince
Sid Ramirez
William Ramsey
The Rankin Family
Rick Reviglio
Mike Robbins
Quint Ross
Michael Salley
Jim Sands
Len Savage
Rollie & Tina Scarselli
Richard Schield
Joey Scolari
Joe Scott
Joe Sells
Michelle Shekven
Sean Sliter
Lee Smithson
Paul Spendlove
Sam Sprague
Steve Stammers
Dave Stanley

Conrad Stitser
Scott Stout
Mark Strong
Steve Sullivan
JR Sweatt
Darcy Tate
Reuben Telles
Brent Todd
Gray N. Thornton
Stacy Trivitt
Mike Turnipseed
Jose Antonio Vallina
Scott Van Winkle
Randy Venturacci
Marty Vermilyea
Josh Vittori
Scott Voeller
Rob Wallin
Jarry Walton
Dan Warren
Brad Watega
Marty Wellman
Alex Werbeckes
Scott Weyrick
Dennis Wilson
Ty Windfeldt
Alan Wiskus
Tom Wolfe
Gary Wood
John Wozniak
Tom Yantis
Eric Zavala		
Bill Paganetti		
Suraj & Donna Zutshi
Victor Rebrikov
UNR Cast & Blast
Western Industrial Parts Inc.
Jensen Precast
Grant Thornton LLP
PDM Steel
Great Basin Ready Mix
Ruby Mountain SCI
TnT Construction Inc.
Pritchett Eye Care Associates
JP Engineers / Aspen
Engineering
Holland & Hart LLP

Elko Big Horns
R&J Joy, Inc. / Joy Engineering
Naisbitt Company
Trench Plate Rental Co.
R Construction
Specialty Equipment / Kenworth
Sales
Caravan Campers
Reno Brake Inc.
NDOW
American Truck & Trailer Repair
Shnees
Silver State Barricades & Signs
Scheels
Wells Fargo Bank
Eureka Peak Lodge & Outfitters
Sportsmen of Nevada Through
NBU -Reno
Trophy Room Services
Oregon Department of Fish &
Wildlife
Oregon FNAWS
The NBU - Reno Board of
Directors
UNR
Reno Rustic
TMC Construction
Masterpiece Investments
Ormacheas
Washoe County Sheriff Reserve
We want to extend our “Thank you”
to any of you that we may have
inadvertently omitted from this list!

Committed to putting more sheep
on the mountain!
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Al Shakespeare
Alyson Andreasen
Andrea Juarez
Andy MacKay
Anna Trask
Bernie Crooks
Bill Balsi
Bill Balsi Jr.
Bill Burrows
Bill France
Bill Muck
Bill Retzer
Bill Rufino
Bob Milne
Brian Casci
Brian Jensen
Brin Reynolds
Bruce Hick
Caleb McAdoo
Casey Jones
Celeste Koehler
Chad Blanchard
Clay Smith
Dale Kiriaze
Dale Ryan
Daria Dalu
Dave Walthen
Dick Bales
Dohn C. Matteoni
Dohn. M. Matteoni
Don Bagley
Don Hanks
Duane Cross
Eric Dalen
Frank Padilla
Frank Padilla, Jr.
Gary Furman
Gary Hull
Grant Baxter
Grant Dalen
Heather Salisbury
Jacqui Warren
Jake Willers
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Jason Saulisbury
Jason Warren
Jennifer Elson
Jennifer Mustain
Jeremy Drew
Jesse Vickers
Jim Gill
Jim Jeffress
Jim Koehler
Joe Mortensen
Josh Vittori
Julianna Jefferson
Justin Thomsen
Kadence Bullock
Karice Edgemon
Keddie Hamilton
Kelly Dalen
Ken Bell
Kent Burroughs
Krystina Griffith
Lee McKenzie
Linda Field
Lisa Muck
Louis Test
Lowell Hunt
Mark Bohach
Mark Lavach
Mark Stevens
Micki Jefferson
Mike Cecchini
Mike Gill
Molly Carling
Morgan Wilson
Osa Montoya
Pat Pinjuv
Paul Duesing
Ralph Goegg
Reuben Telles
Rick Elmore
Robert Jenne
Rodd Rummel
Roger Adame
Ron Basta

Roy Cooper
Sam Miller
Scott Carone
Shane Evans
Sharon Flannery
Sonya Arnett
Stephanie Griffith
Steve Kellers
Tom Reed
Tony Zamboni
Travis Smith
Will Retzer

We apologize and thank those
individuals that may have been
inadverntly missed from this list
that donated their time to make our
30th Annual Fundraiser a success!

.

Our Nevada Wildlife would like to thank
everyone that donated, volunteered or
attended the fundraising dinner as well.

Four backpacks stuffed with Cabela’s hunting gear, and one specialty item per pack.
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By Dennis Wilson, DVM, NBU-Reno Director & Co-Treasurer
Over the past year, the NBU board of directors has authorized the funding of numerous important projects. These
projects benefit Nevada’s wildlife and our hunting heritage by promoting youth educations, youth participation in outdoor
activities, youth scholarships, important wildlife research, water developments, trap and transplant projects, wildlife
surveys and support of wildlife biology projects.

Here is a description of some of the projects funded:

Guzzler Projects:
Wildlife needs water.
Guzzlers collect precipitation on a roof-like structure called an apron, store the water in
protected storage tanks and deliver the water throughout the year to an easily accessible
artificial watering hole called a drinker. These guzzler projects are located in areas defined
by Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) biologists as areas that would most benefit
local wildlife. Each guzzler site must be designed to minimally affect the area topography
and must pass rigorous environmental assessment studies. These sites are fenced with
specially designed pipe rall fencing to allow usage by all wildlife including game and nongame animals. This fencing discourages the use of the drinker by large animals such as
feral horses and cattle, which will quickly drain the water from the storage tanks. We have
documented an amazing array of animals at the drinkers with motion-detecting cameras thanks to Andy Stinson’s work.
We have seen bighorn sheep, antelope, mule deer, golden eagles, ring-tailed cats, chukar, all kinds of small mammals
and other birds. NBU assisted with emergency water hauls to dry guzzlers in southern Nevada due to severe drought.
By replenishing this vital water source, sheep and other wildlife were spared the misery of water deprivation.
Total funding for guzzlers and water hauls: $44,000

Bighorn Sheep disease research and disease outbreak funding:
Respiratory diseases have decimated some of our bighorn herds here in Nevada. It is of
vital importance to determine the role of mycoplasma and certain bacteria in the death and
debilitation of our bighorn sheep herds. Areas of prevention, including the role of interaction
between domestic sheep and wild sheep need to be studied further. A severe outbreak of
infectious pneumonia occurred in the Ruby Mountains and East Humboldt Range. NBU
pledged at least $25,000 and more funding if needed to treat affected sheep with antibiotics.
The sick sheep were tagged, collared, and monitored. NBU funding provided research on
forage, soil analysis, and disease testing for illnesses.
Total funding: $34,000

Other projects and programs:

NBU donated funds to allow handicapped hunters the ability to obtain pronghorn
antelope tags. We donated to wildlife association meetings to discuss bear
management, game management and other wildlife issues. NBU donated funding
toward two taxidermy displays to show the beauty and majesty of Nevada’s wildlife
to travelers going through the Reno-Tahoe International Airport.
Total funding: $11,100
Overall, NBU spent more than $185,600 on these vital projects this year. This
does not take into account the hundreds of man-hours, equipment use donations
and donations of expertise and supplies provided by NBU members this year. The
scope of involvement of NBU in the promotion of Nevada’s wildlife is astounding.
Through the above listed efforts, NBU is truly making a difference. Thank you for
your time, expertise and monetary donations to NBU.

Youth programs and scholarships:
NBU strongly believes that the involvement of youth in hunting and outdoor appreciation
is the key to our future as sportsmen and women, We helped fund the Nevada Range
Camp, the University of Nevada’s Bootstrap program, the Tonopah Rotary youth
fishing derby, the Sparks Rotary Kids Fishing Day, Heleman Boy Scout Camp, NASP
school archery program to promote archery skills for outdoor-oriented youth, Larry
Landa youth wildlife conservation award and the Lathrop-Capurro scholarship.
Total funding for youth related programs: $42,500

Trap and transplant, helicopter surveys:
NBU worked with NDOW on two major trap and transplant projects involving bighorn sheep.
These projects involve capturing sheep from a range with excess animals and transplanting
them to a range needing augmentation. This allows for better genetic diversity and
increased size of bighorn sheep herds in Nevada. These captured sheep are ear tagged,
radio collared, tested for diseases and treated for any problems before they are released
into their new habitat. The sheep are captured using a helicopter and a net gun. They are
then transported in individual nylon containment bags to a processing station to be checked,
tagged and collared. After being processed, the sheep are loaded into a stock trailer and
then transported to their new home range, where they are released. Data obtained from the
radio collars is invaluable for sheep management. Total funding: $54,000
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June 5-6

Fairview Big Game Water Development 		
Project Volunteers Contact
SteveField@msmsheetmetal.com

June 25-26
		

Nevada Wildlife Commission Meeting
Ely, Nevada

June 5		
		

Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn Banquet
South Pointe Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas
Nevada.
For Info: www.desertbighorn.com

June 26-27
		

Desotoya Fencing Volunteer Project
Volunteers Contact & Hay Press
Meadows Fencing Project
SteveField@msmsheetmetal.com

June 12

Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day

June 26-27
		

Ruby Mtn. Chapter – SCI Rendezvous
Bitter End Tavern, Lamoille, Nevada

June 12

Desert National Wildlife Range Guzzler
Project Volunteers Contact

August 13-14 Nevada Wildlife Commission Meeting
		
Fallon, Nevada

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet, please contact any Board member
or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.
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NBU is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization
By Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Board of Directors

up-dating our website and working to make our annual
banquet a success. We have no paid staff other than
a couple of independent contractors that assist us with
accounting needs. The vast majority of the money we
raise supports our mission on the ground.
You may have already read our Treasurer’s Report on page
8 in this issue, which describes in detail how the funds
our supporters so generously contributed this year were
spent to protect and enhance Nevada’s wildlife and habitat
resources.

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit is formed for charitable, educational,
scientific and other purposes that provide products
or services that benefit man, animal or nature in a
non-commercial way. They are typically publically
supported by grant or donation. 501(c)(3) status is an
IRS designation that makes an organization federally tax
exempt, and allows individuals and for profit businesses
to take tax deductions for donations made to the nonprofit
organization.
There are also rules attached to the way a 501(c)
(3) operates. An important rule of which is that the
organization cannot support or campaign for or against
a political candidate. This is called electioneering and
is prohibited for 501(c)(3)s. A public charity is permitted
to lobby, however on legislation so long as it is not a
substantial part of its activities.
Precipitated by the instability of our economy and looming
State budget cuts, this recent legislative session was
challenging and contentious on many
fronts to say the least. Emotions
have run high. Personal security has
been threatened. Legislation passed
and passed over will affect us all
in some cases for the better and in
some cases for the worse.
Those of you who receive this
newsletter are valued NBU
members. You know our mission
and purpose. You know that we have
18 volunteer board members whose
main qualifications for being board
members are that they: (1) believe
in our mission and (2) are willing to
spend hundreds of volunteer hours
a year in board meetings, in the
field working on habitat and wildlife
projects, publishing this newsletter,
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Over the past 30 years, we have raised millions of dollars
for wildlife. We have also learned a tremendous amount
about, not only how the ecosystem works, but also how the
political system works, and how they impact each other.
We wish it was a straight forward process. It is not. We
wish the decision makers had perfect information. They
do not. NBU would be remiss, if we did not share what
we know to be true from scientific studies, research, and
experience with the decision makers.
It is important for us to stay informed and remain aware
of any policies we believe will threatened our wildlife
resources, habitat and hunter’s rights. We feel that it is our
job to educate the public on these topics using scientific
studies, reports of direct experience from those in the
field, information gathered from educators, professionals,
game biologists and more. You elect and influence the
legislators. It is important for your to stay informed as well.
If any of you have any questions or concerns regarding
our policies, feel free to contact us by calling any board
member or emailing us your thoughts at
info@nevadabighornsunlimited.org.

Calvada Water Development Project (Feb 2010)

HIGH ROCK / CALICO CAPTURE
By Rick Furman, DVM, NBU-Reno Director

NBU volunteers turned out en mass to help the Nevada
Department of Wildlife with a California bighorn sheep
trap and transplant project north of Gerlach on Saturday,
January 16, 2010. The day began with a rendezvous at
Bruno’s Country Club at 5:30 am, and with the NDOW
personnel, the Quicksilver Air capture crew, and close to
50 NBU volunteers, I must say I’ve never seen Bruno’s so
packed! To their credit, Bruno’s staff did a great job getting
everyone fed and on the road to the capture base camp by
6:30.
Base camp was set just north of the top of Leadville
Canyon at the turn off to High Rock Canyon, with
the plan being to capture 30 sheep from the High
Rock/Calico complex ( unit 012 ) for release into the
Jackson Range ( unit 035 ). The sheep population
in unit 012 has been expanding nicely in spite of the
adversity of multiple years of drought, and increasing
competition for forage and water from feral horses.
Population
estimates for
the unit for
2009 were 270
sheep - pretty
good numbers
from humble
beginnings of a
reintroduction
of 25 sheep
into High Rock
Canyon in the
early 1990’s. Those sheep were a gift to
Nevada from Williams Lake, B.C. NDOW’s
Mike Dobel and NBU’s Larry Landa, Grant
Dalen, and Larry Johnson, and dedicated
others, traveled to Williams Lake for the
capture. Mike served as the net gunner
from NDOW’s ship, while Larry, Larry,
and Grant were the “muggers,” freeing the
sheep from the nets and hobbling them
for transport. They loaded them into the
original “Ewe Hauler” and drove non-stop from Williams
Lake to High Rock Canyon for the release. Talk about the
good old days!
Contrast these 270 sheep in unit 012, however, to the
near 3,000 head of feral horses in the unit prior to the
recent horse gather, and you can appreciate the difficulty
sheep and other wildlife species have expanding their
populations. Even with the roundup of over 1900 horses,
the BLM estimates the feral horse numbers to exceed 600
animals. It’s a shame to have over twice as many feral
horses as wild sheep in this habitat.

The day dawned clear and cold. NDOW biologists
Chris Hampson and Ed Partee along with veterinarian
Peregrine Wolfe and other experienced participants quickly
organized teams and assigned duties for collecting fecal,
blood, and pharyngeal samples, monitoring temperatures,
weighing, tagging, and collaring the sheep as they are
brought in by the Quicksilver team. It wasn’t long before
the buzz of the helicopter could be heard bringing in
the first group of sheep. The teams worked quietly and
efficiently throughout the
capture, with the highest
temperature recorded at
105.5º, and most in the
102 - 103º range. This was
both a product of the cold
weather and an indication
of efficient, relatively low
stress capture and handling
of the animals.
The biggest “fly in the
ointment” for the day became evident when the Quicksilver
crew radioed in that most of the sheep they were capturing
had sores on their mouths suggestive of an infectious
disease called contagious ecthyma ( also known as “sore
mouth,” “scabby mouth,” and “ORF” ). This disease
is caused by a parapox virus and is seen in domestic
sheep and goats as well as in wild ruminants, and can be
transmitted to humans ( zoonotic ). It causes scabbing
sores on the lips and mouths
of affected animals, and can
cause sores on the udders
of ewes that are nursing
lambs with mouth lesions.
The lesions are painful in the
early phase of the infection,
and can decrease feeding
and nursing of lambs. It is
believed to be a self-limiting
problem that resolves over
3 to 6 weeks, with low
morbidity and mortality, but may adversely affect lamb
recruitment in severe cases.
Many questions remain unanswered about contagious
ecthyma in wild sheep. It is unknown if wild sheep
have their own strain of the virus, or if they acquire it
as a crossover from domestic livestock. It has been
documented in Desert sheep herds in southern Nevada as
well as in numerous wild sheep populations in the western
U.S., Canada, and in Dall’s sheep in Alaska. The virus is
very hardy in the environment and can survive in scabs
shed on the ground for months if not years. Asymptomatic
carrier animals may also serve as a reservoir for the
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Wildlife Commission Report
March 19th and March 20th
Las Vegas, Nevada
virus. Stress is thought to play a role in the appearance
of the disease in a herd, such as poor feed conditions,
competition for water sources, crowding, harsh weather,
lambing, etc. The documentation of the disease in freeranging Dall’s sheep in Alaska ( with no possible exposure
to domestic livestock ) certainly suggests that wild sheep
may have their own strain of parapox virus.

Because contagious ecthyma had not been observed to
date in northern Nevada sheep populations, the decision
was made to not translocate any visibly affected individuals
from the High Rock / Calico complex to the Jackson’s.
Several affected sheep were flown in by the capture crew
for examination and all were found to be in good general
condition, with lesions confined to the lips, and no sores in
the mouth. Samples were collected and these sheep were
returned to the mountain and released. Unfortunately,
the capture crew found that a majority of the sheep they
captured that day had obvious scab lesions ( 75% ), which
made it tough to reach the goal of 30 sheep to transplant.
Ultimately, we ended up with only 6 visibly normal sheep
cleared to translocate from High Rock / Calico, and area
biologist Chris Hampson made the decision to take 9
sheep from Negro Creek in the north part of the Granite
Range ( unit 014 ) to finish the day. This gave us 15
sheep to move to the Jackson’s, which Ed Partee and the
transport crew successfully released the following day.
The biopsy sample collected from one of the affected
ewes was consistent with contagious ecthyma but could
not prove it conclusively. In hindsight it would have been
useful to submit samples for culture and virus isolation to
shed more light on this disease.
While not a perfect capture event, the day was valuable
in that we were able to move some sheep and gain some
insight to the health of the 012 herd. This is a vast unit with
the potential to support many more sheep, but obviously
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it has some limiting factors,
the most pressing of which
seem to be water sources
and competition from feral
horses ( and the drought,
which we obviously can’t
control ).
Kudos to Mel Belding and
his crew for setting up their
camp kitchen and serving
up a second breakfast as
well as fabulous chorizo
and tri-tip for lunch! These
capture events are truly
an adventure and an
opportunity to get up
close and personal with
wild sheep. I strongly
encourage all of you to
attend a future capture
and participate hands
on an experience most
people will never get to
appreciate. It is also an
opportunity to see your
NBU dollars at work!

By Dennis Wilson, DVM, NBU-Reno Director and Co-Treasurer
Brett Jefferson and I attended the Wildlife Commission
meeting on March 19th and 20th in Las Vegas as
representatives of NBU. Here is my report on this
meeting, outlining the decisions made and the impact upon
sportsmen and conservationists statewide.
Chairman Lent and Commissioner Raine discussed
the Mule Deer Restoration committee, chaired by
Commissioner Raine. Comments from the County
Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife (CABs) revolved
around the issue that this committee seems to be stacked
with representatives from Elko County. As quality deer
herds are located in other counties as well, suggestions
were made to include representation from Washoe and
Humboldt Counties as well. Commissioner Raine will take
these comments from the CABs under advisement. A
well run Mule Deer Restoration Committee should help to
document problems and make valid suggestions regarding
Nevada’s deer herds.
Agenda Item Number two, a previously published agenda
item regarding the competence, performance and
character of Director Ken Mayer was withdrawn and this
agenda item was not discussed. I was surprised to see
this agenda item on the first published agenda, as I felt a
public commission meeting was not the proper forum to
discuss such a topic.
Discussion regarding changes to tag applications resulted
in a unanimous vote to allow certain changes within a
certain timeframe. This will allow for hunters to change
their applications if an error is detected in the original
submission.
The Silver State Tags were discussed. Chad Bliss, Eureka
County CAB member, is the champion of this concept.
This is the “average hunter’s” Heritage Tag. Chairman
Lent and Commissioner Capurro had concerns for
Chad regarding comments made by Assemblyman Pete
Goicochea during a Eureka County CAB meeting. Chad
asked that if Chairman Lent and Commissioner Capurro
had concerns over these comments, they should direct
their concerns to Assemblyman Goicochea directly. Fees
and costs were discussed. The Silver State Tag was
approved unanimously by the commission, with the cost
to the applicant being $20.00 to the Heritage Fund plus
associated fees (administrative, predator control, elk
damage fees for the elk tag, out of state $1.50 additional)
for a total cost of approximately $25.00 for all species
except elk. The elk tag would be approximately $30.00.
Congratulations to Chad Bliss for championing the Silver
State Tags and for winning their approval! This will allow for

sportsmen with modest means to apply for Heritage-type
tags and should be a win-win situation for sportsmen, the
Department of Wildlife and Nevada’s wildlife resources.
During the discussion of the Silver State Tags, many
interesting comments were made. Paul Harris, member
of the Clark County CAB, asked if the intent of the
commission was to replace the Heritage Tags with Silver
State Tags. Both Chairman Lent and Commissioner
Raine commented that they could not predict the future
will of the commission. However, Commissioner Raine
commented a number of times that it was his impression
that the original intent of the Silver State Tag concept was
to replace the Heritage Tags. Chairman Lent commented
that the Silver State Tags will preclude “special interest
groups” from auctioning off Heritage Tags. When Paul
Harris and other audience members asked, “Why not
utilize income from both Heritage Tags and Silver State
Tags?”, the answer from Chairman Lent was that the Silver
State Tags were projected to make more money than the
Heritage Tags and is open to all sportsmen of the state,
not just wealthy sportsmen. He commented that if he had
a choice, he would eliminate Heritage Tags over Silver
State Tags. This commission has a self-imposed limit of
nine Heritage-type tags (including Heritage, Partnership
in Wildlife and Silver State Tags) even though the law
states that the commission can go up to 15 tags. Many
audience members commented that it did not make sense
to consider elimination of Heritage tags. The utilization of
both sources of income into the Heritage Fund should be
continued and fostered, as Heritage projects benefit all
Nevada’s wildlife and habitat. Carson City CAB member
Gil Yanuck commented that whenever the Department
of Wildlife has projects needing funding, every time an
emergency comes up that needs funding, when equipment
needs repair, that sportsmen’s groups like NBU step up to
the plate to help. Gil stated that it was not acceptable to
purposefully attempt to limit sportsmen’s groups’ attempt
to raise money for the Heritage Fund and Department of
Wildlife projects.
At the opening of Saturday’s meeting, Commissioner
Howell commented that since the three predator control
projects (those proposed by Hunters Alert and Alliance4-Wildlife) were not going to move forward because of
Wildlife Services’ decision not to proceed. Commissioner
Howell wanted all $212,000 put into NDOW’s predator
control fund. It was mentioned that this would not be
possible since this was not the original intent of the three
funding requests. Commissioner Mori suggested that the
predator Heritage Funding Requests put forward by NDOW
be reconsidered for funding.
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Chairman Lent requested an update on Sage Grouse lek
counting. He was concerned that the volunteers “just drive
up to the lek” to conduct the survey. NDOW staff responded
with discussion of the outline of the projects, careful and
complete training of all volunteers, and exceptional respect
to the breeding pairs and nesting of the Sage Grouse. At no
time does anyone “just drive up to the lek”.
An update on the respiratory disease outbreak in Rocky
Mountain Bighorn Sheep and Mountain Goats in the
Ruby Range and East Humboldt Range was presented.
Unfortunately, mortalities are continuing despite efforts to
treat affected sheep with antibiotics. This effort to attempt
to do something to help is supported by the commission,
NDOW and sportsmen’s groups, as a concerted effort to
work together toward a common goal of helping with the
current outbreak and learning causative and/or preventive
factors to prevent future outbreaks.
Other topics were discussed including the use of trail
cameras and blinds set up near water sources. Further
comments and information will be forthcoming. Overall,
decisions made at this meeting will benefit sportsmen
and wildlife by the establishment of the Silver State Tags.
However, curtailment of Heritage Tags could adversely affect
the funding of Heritage projects.

NEWS from the Nevada Department
of Wildlife (Press Release 04/02/10)

Bighorn sheep continue to succumb to pneumonia
Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) biologists continue
to find bighorn sheep that have died due to complications
brought on by pneumonia in the East Humboldt Range and in
the Ruby Mountains.
“We have found 61 dead bighorn sheep in the East
Humboldt’s and 18 in the Ruby Mountains for a total
of 79 sheep over the last three months,” said Caleb
McAdoo, NDOW big game biologist. “In other words, we
have observed mortalities of 31% of the herd in the East
Humboldt’s and 11% of the herd in the Ruby Mountains.”
McAdoo cautions the public that the full extent of the effects
of the disease event won’t be known until later in the spring
when aerial surveys of sheep populations are performed.
Biologists anticipate that the magnitude of the die-off may be
much greater than presently known.
According to McAdoo this isn’t uncommon as other states
around the west, including Washington, Montana, and Utah,
have also experienced die-offs in their wild sheep populations
due to the effects of pneumonia. During the winter of 19951996, the Ruby Mountain sheep herd lost approximately 80%
of its population due to pneumonia, though this is the first
major disease event in the East Humboldt’s since bighorns
were reintroduced there 18 years ago. Recently, 95% of the
Hays Canyon herd in northwestern Nevada was likely lost to
a pneumonia outbreak.
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“Unfortunately, there is no known cure, treatment or protocol
for pneumonia in bighorn sheep,” said McAdoo, “but we are
going to use the data collected from this disease event which
may help in future outbreaks.”
NDOW biologists and veterinarians have been performing
a number of tasks, setting the stage for future study. This
includes tagging and putting radio telemetry collars on sheep
in both herds, taking biological samples from both live and
dead sheep, and administering Draxxin, a broad spectrum
antibiotic to more than 60 sheep. Soil and forage samples
are also being taken to explore what effect forage quality and
trace minerals in the forage may have on both diseased and
healthy animals.
Over the next few years NDOW biologists will follow the
collared and tagged animals observing overall health, lamb
recruitment and herd growth in an effort to understand the
long term affects a major disease event has. Biological
samples taken from deceased animals will be compared to
those taken from healthy animals to see if minerals, forage
quality or even genetics may play a role in determining which
animals may live and which may die.
To avoid putting more stress on the animals than necessary,
work is being done from the ground as much as possible, as
helicopters cause the animals to try to evade and escape,
using precious energy and making them more susceptible to
pneumonia.
The full extent of the die-off will not be known until later in
the spring after the sheep have had time to recover from the
winter and can be surveyed from the air.
So far only one Rocky Mountain goat has been found that
has died from pneumonia. It is too early to tell if a large
percentage of the goat population has also been affected
by pneumonia. One good sign is that a fair number of kids
have been seen on surveys. Kids are often one of the
first segments of the population that are affected by major
disease events.
McAdoo also wanted to recognize the sportsman’s groups
that have assisted in funding the operations. “The cost for all
the tagging, collaring and sampling work is very expensive,”
McAdoo explains. “Elko Bighorns Unlimited (EBU) and
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) stepped up to the plate
and are helping us out in these hard economic times and we
thank them for that. NBU is donating $25,000 and EBU has
provided $27,000 with the offer of more if needed.”
The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) protects,
restores and manages fish and wildlife, and promotes fishing,
hunting, and boating safety. NDOW’s wildlife and habitat
conservation efforts are primarily funded by sportsmen’s
license and conservation fees and a federal surcharge
on hunting and fishing gear. Support wildlife and habitat
conservation in Nevada by purchasing a hunting, fishing, or
combination license. For more information,
visit www.ndow.org.

A Response to Hunter’s Alert and Nevada Alliance 4 Wildlife Articles
By Kenneth E. Mayer, Director, Nevada Department of Wildlife, 4/5/10
(Reprinted with the Permission of the Elko Daily Free Press)
In the course of my 30 year career as a professional wildlife
biologist and manager, I have found that when people write
and say negative things about you that are not true, even
in a hurtful way, it is usually not worth the time and effort to
respond, as the public is pretty good about sorting out the
truth. However, when the attacks are directed towards the
organization that I have the responsibility for and the hardworking employees of that organization, I believe as the
Director of the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW), I have
the duty and responsibility to respond.
In this case I believe that it is important to set the record
straight so that the misinformation is not perpetuated. In
the bigger picture, I also believe it is my duty as Director to
make sure that the public has accurate information about
wildlife management in Nevada and how the Department
is exercising its public trust responsibility. The nonstop
onslaught of unfounded criticism of NDOW and me
personally, from both Hunter’s Alert, and Nevada Alliance 4
Wildlife regarding our position on predator management and
how we address mule deer management, is just that situation.
To begin with, Hunter’s Alert and Nevada Alliance 4 Wildlife
would lead you to believe that the Department and I are “antipredator management”! Nothing could be further from the
truth. In fact, since 2000, NDOW has spent several million
dollars on predator management in Nevada for wildlife.
During the period of 2003-2005 NDOW funded an average of
$237,054/yr on predation management; during 2006-2009 (I
became Director in 2007) we funded an average of $323,264/
yr on projects and in 2010 we plan to spend approximately
$403,164 for predation management. I think the record
speaks for itself!
The Department’s position on predator management is
simple—we support scientifically based, focused predator
management that has a monitoring component. The
Department has the responsibility to not only be scientifically
based, but also cost effective when spending sportsmen
dollars to carry out these projects. A case in point is the
allegation by Nevada Alliance 4 Wildlife and Hunter’s Alert
representatives that the Department halted the three Heritage
Program predator projects. The facts are, USDA/APHIS
Wildlife Services halted the projects.
The Department did find that the three projects could not be
supported from a biological perspective (our sole statutory
responsibility) and stated such to the Board of Wildlife
Commissioners. However, the Department was in process of
preparing Heritage contracts for Hunter’s Alert and Wildlife
Alliance 4 Wildlife for the three projects when Wildlife
Services stopped work on the projects.
One of the predator projects proposed by Nevada Alliance 4
Wildlife called for spending $113,000 in Heritage funds to kill

coyotes in Area 6. Our concern for this project was that Area
6 has consistently produced the highest fawn ratios in the
state, ample enough to grow the herd, yet the herd has not
grown. It would also be very difficult to measure the results.
Anyone that is familiar with Area 6 knows that a significant
amount of its winter range was destroyed by wildfire (since
1999 over 1,245,730 acres burned in Area 6). Thus, in our
professional opinion the herd is habitat limited, not predator
limited.
Our assessment was once again confirmed this year, as
the spring fawn ratios are outstanding, without intensified
predator management. Once the winter range recovers and
we believe (based on science) predators are limiting the
population growth, rest assured we will support predator
control for that area. It must also be noted that even though
the three proposed projects lacked a scientific basis,
the Department did offer alternative predator projects we
believed would accomplish the goals of both Hunters Alert
and Nevada Alliance 4 Wildlife, had a reasonable chance
to succeed, and could actually be monitored. Per their
authority, the Commission chose to fund the original projects.
Our alternatives were never considered by Hunter’s Alert
or Nevada Alliance 4 Wildlife. A reasonable person might
ask, was the goal to help mule deer or was it to fund “their”
project?
The two alternative projects proposed by the Department
were designed to enhance mule deer fawn survival and
recruitment in Unit 155, in Lander and Eureka Counties. Both
mountain lion and coyote were targeted for removal. We
selected this area because we believed that it was most likely
to provide positive results, because NDOW biologists believed
that predation was a possible limiting factor for mule deer in
the Unit. Furthermore, the project site was suitable to facilitate
predator removal and monitoring of the deer.
The Department proposed to do pre-and post monitoring
of deer from replicated fall and spring surveys and radio
collard animals. Unlike Area 6, Unit 155 terrain, habitats
and ownership pattern provide a good opportunity to be
successful in both predator removal and deer monitoring.
With respect to the alternative Department predator proposal
for Greater sage-grouse, we proposed a location (Unit 155,
Simpson Park Mountains and Unit 143, Roberts Mountains )
that we believed needed raven removal and that the effects of
raven removal could be effectively assessed.
Our proposal was to amend an ongoing raven removal
research project being conducted by a scientist at UNR
to accomplish the work. By doing so, we would be taking
advantage of an existing, scientifically proven effort that would
meet the objectives of the Governor’s Sage-grouse Plan. If we
do not take this reasoned scientific approach to these types of
projects we leave ourselves open to litigation, thus putting our
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existing predator programs in jeopardy and potentially costing
the sportsmen tens of thousands of dollars.
In recent years, mule deer have declined in many areas
of the western U.S and Canada. Proposed causes of the
decline have been numerous and in at least some cases
predators have been proposed as one of the many factors.
A deer population’s relationship to habitat carrying capacity
is undeniably a crucial factor influencing the impacts of
predation. Deer populations at or near carrying capacity do
not respond to predator removal. Deer populations limited by
predators are typically well below forage carrying capacity
and deer mortality can be reduced significantly when predator
populations are reduced.
The Department has been accused to have “given up on mule
deer”. Furthermore, Hunters Alert has stated that the 1988
Nevada mule deer population estimate of 240,000 is an alltime high. Despite the questioned accuracy of that number by
some, there are no doubt, fewer deer today (2009 population
estimate of 106,000 deer) than in 1988. However, the
selective comparison of an all-time, only once before achieved
high number, with current population estimates, makes an
unrealistic comparison and sets an unrealistic standard or
goal.
In order to fully understand just how anomalous 1988 was, the
number of bucks harvested in 1988 is thousands more bucks
than were harvested in ANY year of the 1950s, 1960s, or
1970s. In 1988, over 7,000 of the 26,584 deer harvested were
does. The average harvest from 1966-1970 was 8,920. The
average harvest from 1974-1978 was 6,741 and the average
harvest from 2005-2009 was 7,612. If you take the time to go
back to the records you will find that the average population
estimate from 1976 – 2009 (excluding 1986-1990) is 125,000.
Thus, while the total population is currently lower than the
long term average it is not significantly lower.
Is NDOW satisfied with this? Certainly not! There are many
factors that have caused this decline and one of those factors
in specific areas is predation. However, equally important
is habitat condition, habitat loss due to wildfire, extended
drought (for example, while parts of the state is realizing
average precipitation this year, the Sheldon Wildlife Refuge is
once again at approximately 75% of normal) to name a few.
In the wildlife field, seldom is there just one factor that affects
populations. Therefore, there is no quick fix!
Like the other western states that are experiencing these
mule deer declines, we have continued our aggressive habitat
restoration and improvement programs, we rank second in the
nation for the expenditure of dollars on predator management,
I have assigned staff to participate in the west-wide Mule
Deer Working Group for the betterment of mule deer, we have
continued to improve our knowledge and understanding of
mule deer nutrition through professional workshops and apply
that knowledge to our habitat improvement efforts,
I created the Mule Deer Staff Specialist Position to lead our
deer management efforts statewide, we are cooperating on
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mule deer related research with the University of Nevada,
I have provided opportunities for NDOW specialists to visit
other states to examine mule deer programs to identify new
and innovative approaches to mule deer management that
could be employed here in Nevada, and I helped create a new
state program called the Nevada Partners for Conservation
and Development that will focus all the various resource
agencies in the state on the management and restoration of
sagebrush ecosystems in Nevada. For the first time in Nevada
we will have everyone responsible for Nevada sagebrush
ecosystems working together and focused on key habitats,
by sharing resources in a way never done before. To say that
NDOW “has given up on restoring deer” is far from the truth!
NDOW has placed equal focus on all big game species in
the Silver State. Nevada is home to seven different big game
ungulates; desert bighorn sheep, Rocky Mountain bighorn
sheep, California bighorn sheep, pronghorn antelope, Rocky
Mountain elk, Rocky Mountain goats, and mule deer. Of
those seven, six are experiencing extremely positive growth
trends. The only highly, selective browser in the group, mule
deer, has experienced a moderate decline.
The time has come to stop the rhetoric and dissemination
of misinformation and focus on what we can do together to
improve conditions for mule deer. What is important is, doing
good things for mule deer and all the other wildlife in this
state. This is what I have been charged to do by the Governor
and I take that charge very seriously--I have dedicated my
entire life to wildlife management.
The Department of Wildlife is by law, and training the
wildlife experts for the state of Nevada. We exercise this
responsibility by working with the public, individually and
through the Commission process to meet expectations, where
we can. The majority of the time we can easily meet these
expectations. However, we must base our action on science
and when the science is unclear, we rely on our extensive
experience.
The Department consists of a staff of dedicated, passionate,
and knowledgeable biologists. They bring hundreds of years
of education and experience to the job. Moreover, many are
hunters and fisherman themselves. It is with that knowledge
and passion (professional and personal) we approach the
management of mule deer and all the other wildlife in this
great state. To think for a minute we do not care or take our
responsibilities lightly, you would be wrong!
Managing wildlife inevitably has an emotional side, as
people who are engaged bring their passion and beliefs to
the discussion. Through this process we will have honest
differences of opinion that we need to work through, honestly
and productively. I respect and appreciate the passion of
Hunter’s Alert and Nevada Alliance 4 Wildlife for the mule
deer resource. However, I believe we must start working on
actually improving conditions for deer instead of arguing about
technical issues or who gets the credit for getting the job
done.

Dear NBU Members:
This election period is in full swing with the primary right around the corner. This year is shaping up to
be one of the most contentious in memory with opinions and emotions running high on all sides of the
issues. I feel it timely to remind you that NBU is a registered 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization and as
such cannot be directly involved with endorsements, electioneering, or fund raising for any candidate
or issue on the ballot. Despite whatever individual biases and political preferences members of the
NBU Board of Directors might have about the issues and candidates we put those aside as a group to
focus on our mission. The NBU board has always viewed wildlife issues as totally non-partisan. Over
the years we have worked very successfully with both sides of the political aisle to get things done that
have benefited wildlife, our members, and the majority of sportsmen and women in our state. Please
be assured that NBU has not, and will not, endorse or give financial support to any candidate for local,
county, state, or federal political office. If you have any questions or concerns about this issue please
feel free to contact me at mike@mikebertoldi.com or at the NBU phone # (775) 323-1177.
Sincerely,
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited-Reno

Michael J. Bertoldi
President

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited-Reno Thanks our:
OUTFITTER MEMBERS

CORPORATE MEMBERS

Roy Lerg
41 Desert View Drive, Box 290
Smith, Nevada 89430
lergosg@hughes.net

Lee H. Smithson, P.L.S.
1925 E. Prater Way
Sparks, Nevada 89118
lsmithson@tristateltd.com

Grand Slam Safaris

Tri State Surveying, Ltd.
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Reno Chapter
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393

To Volunteer Contact SteveField@msmsheetmetal.com
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