~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~

1st Place 2011 Nevada
Youth Big Game
Photo Contest
Youth Hunter:
Brittany Partee
of Winnemucca, Nevada
Mentor: Ed Partee

Brittany’s first buck resulting from a 5 Day
Mule Deer Hunt in Unit 046 (See Page 12)
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Editor’s Notes

NBU Journal
is published
quarterly by:

“Henry rifles will only be
made in America or they
won’t be made at all.”
Anthony Imperato

President of Henry Repeating Arms

Henry .22 Lever Frontier Model with Octagonal Barrel.
An affordable, beautiful rifle with superior tack-driving accuracy. Crafted
by American workers for American shooting enthusiasts.

Henry Golden Boy .22 LR /.22 Mag / .17HMR

Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum / 45C / .357 Mag

Henry Acu-Bolt .22 LR / .22 Mag / .17 HMR

Henry U.S. Survival .22 LR

It’s not a prideful boast. It’s a solemn oath from all of us at Henry Repeating
Arms. Every Henry rifle is and always will be made in America by American
workers. Decent, hard working folks like you who take great pride in their work.
We won’t follow the path of other manufacturers who have their products made
overseas and slap their name on them. When you read the rollmark on the barrel
of a Henry, it’s going to read Made in the USA.
We start with only the finest ingredients - gun barrel quality steel from
Ohio, genuine American walnut from Missouri and Iowa, steel castings from
Wisconsin and brass components from Pennsylvania. We manufacture a rifle
that you will be proud to own – with the smoothest action, flawless reliability,
and pinpoint accuracy. Made in America with the same integrity as the Henry
rifle President Lincoln owned.
We are a family owned business and we stand
behind every rifle that leaves our plant. You will find
our customer service second to none, and we’ll do
whatever it takes to guarantee your complete
satisfaction.
We invite you to become part of the Henry
family. Please order our free catalog, which includes
information about our rifles, a list of dealers in your
area and a free Henry decal.

For a FREE color catalog
visit www.henryrifles.com
or call Toll Free (866) 200-2354
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certainly hope that you fared well in the Nevada big game draw! You can be
comforted in the fact that your Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) is doing
everything that they can to create more tag opportunities for sportsmen and
sportswomen in the Silver State. The proof of their efforts is now public after the
Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners approved the Big Game Release Plan for
Fiscal Years 2012 and 2013 (August 2011 – June 2013).
Nevada’s Bighorn Sheep tags and population estimates have steadily increased from
3,000 animals with 60 tags in 1970; to 5,100 animals and 139 tags in 1990; to an
estimated population of 9,930 animals and a whopping 284 tags in 2011! That’s more
bighorn sheep than any other state in the lower 48! I don’t know about you, but when
we hit that 10,000 number in 2012 there is going to be a big celebration at a guzzler
somewhere!

Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
A non-profit, tax-exempt
organization incorporated
under Nevada State Law.

Board of Directors

The recently approved Big Game Release Plan for the next two years includes
translocating 260 Desert Bighorn into seven mountain ranges, including a reintroduction
in the Virginia Range; 190 California Bighorn into six ranges; 80 Rocky Mountain
Bighorn into to three ranges; and 200 Pronghorn Antelope into four different valleys.
Over the next two years the NDOW Release Plan includes translocating 730 animals to
bolster population growth. Now keep in mind that this is a plan and there are numerous
challenges that confront NDOW accomplishing these goals. The first hurdle was
achieved when NDOW obtained Wildlife Commission approval for the Release Plan.
Now the work starts.

Steve Field, President
Dennis Wilson, DVM, Vice President
Brett Jefferson, PLS, Treasurer
Bruce MacKay, Secretary
Mike Bertoldi, Immediate Past President
Jeff Turnipseed, Website Editor
Mel Belding
Darin Elmore
Larry Johnson
Dan Lavach, DVM
Jim Nelson, DVM
Dan Price
Greg Smith
Joshua Vittori
Dan Warren
Brad Watega

I for one applaud everyone at NDOW starting with Director Ken Mayer and Big Game
Chief Larry Gilbertson for the courage to initiate the planning and structure of this Big
Game Release Plan. This plan is an essential first step toward creating increased hunt
opportunities here in Nevada. We all can thank them for that!

For more information on NBU
call (775) 323-1177 or visit our website
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org

In 2009 NDOW translocated 25 bighorn sheep into the Stillwater Range. In 2010
NDOW nearly doubled the effort of the previous year by translocating 40 bighorn to
the Meadow Valley Mountains, Delamar Mountains, Virgin Mountains, Gold Buttes and
Jackson Mountains. But, NDOW isn’t done yet!

Brett K. Jefferson, P.L.S.
Editor
BKJefferson@TriStateLtd.com
(775) 352-7003
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Congratulations to Brittany Partee of Winnemucca, Nevada for her 1st place finish in the 2011
Nevada Youth Big Game Photo Contest. Photography by her mentor Ed Partee.
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President’s Message
Membership in NBU
remains strong despite
the struggling economy.
We now have nearly
4,000 members state
wide and throughout
the west, including
NBU President Steve Field three foreign countries!
Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited helps to reestablish, augment and maintain Nevada’s wildlife. We have
added five new Gold Ram Life members recently: Gary Hull,
Kevin Chadwick, Michelle Panelli, Gary Waldron, and Michael
Cassidy. Life Members can feel confident that his or her donation
and participation in NBU creates the greatest impact possible on
Nevada’s wildlife and habitat. These perpetual memberships are
what we can count on to advance the organization and make a
difference. Welcome and congratulations!

just a few of the things NBU has accomplished during Mike’s
Presidency. I cannot begin to think of adequate words to express
our appreciation to Mike and his service to NBU, our membership
and Nevada’s wildlife; except to say “Thank you” and job well
done!

You may not be aware of it yet, but the future holds some
exciting times for all of us! We have had one of the busiest
project seasons on record. Our volunteers started building water
developments in early March and we are not done yet! We have
the opportunity to build two more guzzlers this year to support
translocating a herd of bighorn sheep in the Virginia Range above
Derby Dam. For a lot of us, that is right in our own back yard!
We are currently working with NDOW to put together a threeyear plan to re-introduce bighorn sheep to several new mountain
ranges. Nevada can now boast nearly 10,000 bighorn in huntable
units. Bighorn sheep hunting opportunities have tripled in the past
30 years and this is largely due to YOU, our members. You have
given countless dollars, unimaginable hours, many flat tires and
much sweat toward the enhancement of habitat and increased
populations of wildlife across the board in the Silver State. NBU
volunteers drive for hours, work in bitter cold or blazing heat,
weekend after weekend and we cannot thank you all enough! You
are what makes NBU successful.

Steve Field, President
Email: stevefield@
msmsheetmetal.com
Phone: (775) 356-5542

As I take over as President of NBU from Mike Bertoldi, I would
like to thank him on behalf of the rest of the Board of Directors
and each and every member of NBU for his role and contributions
as President. Over the last two years, under his leadership, we
have continued to make a huge impact on habitat and wildlife in
Nevada. He has challenged every director to take NBU to the
next level. We have modernized our membership data base,
expanded our support of youth outdoor experiences, evolved
our newsletter into a genuine magazine, increased our influence
regarding wildlife issues at the legislature, expanded our annual
banquet with creative new
ideas, generated new
partnership opportunities
with other Nevada
conservation organizations
and perpetuated a positive
and productive working
relationship with NDOW
to achieve extraordinary
results. These are
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As your new President, I am humbled and honored to be asked to
take the reins and carry on the legacy of NBU. I look forward to
achieving new goals and accomplishments for NBU that exceed
your expectations as members. I thank you for this opportunity to
serve and to lead. With your
help we will join together and
continue to work towards the
future of Nevada’s wildlife!
Thank you.

Steve Field

Sept 23 & 24
		

Nevada Commission on Wildlife Meeting in
Reno, Nevada

		

Set/Revise Fishing Regulations

October 1 & 2 Virginia Guzzler 1 & 2 (Tentative Dates)
November
		

Virginias Bighorn Re-introduction
(Exact Date to come!)

Dec 2 & 3
		
		

Nevada Commission on Wildlife Meeting in
Reno, Nevada
Policy, Regulations and Program Reports

April 6, 2012

32th Annual NBU Fundraising Banquet

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at
www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet, please contact any Board member
or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.

Take it up a notch!

Join NBU-Reno as an Outfitter
or Corporate Member!
Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain
Nevada’s wildlife.
Outfitter Members and Corporate Members receive
a listing in each issue of the NBU Journal as well as
acknowledgement on the NBU-Reno website.
Consider supporting Nevada’s Wildlife
at these new membership levels.
See page 38 for more details!
~ Thank you! ~
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Success of Nevada’s Bighorn Sheep Restoration Program
By Mike Cox, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Big Game Division
Historically bighorn sheep distribution in Nevada was virtually
across the entire state prior to European settlement in the early
1800s based on petroglyph sites, archeological evidence (bones),
and documented observations (early explorers and travelers).
Nevada translates in Spanish to “Snow-capped Mountains”.
Nevada has 314 mountain ranges, more than any other lower 48
state. In addition to being so mountainous, the broad distribution
of bighorn sheep across Nevada was attributable to no natural
barriers to their dispersal. There existed many geographic “land
bridges” that connected most mountains in a series of chains
running north to south with relatively narrow valleys separating
mountain ranges east to west. Based on archeological evidence
and interviews with Native Americans in the early 1900s,
there was certainly a broader distribution and possibly similar
numbers of bighorn sheep compared to mule deer in Nevada
prior to European settlement. Tragically, many of these bighorn
herds were wiped out due to diseases, over-hunting, human
disturbance, and a host of other causes.
Wild sheep enthusiasts know how passionate sportsmen and
biologists can get when it comes to wild sheep restoration and
the hunting opportunities that result. In Nevada, you might say
this passion was fueled by the natural ability of our Great Basin
landscape to harbor wild sheep. We were blessed with a vast
canvas of rugged, diverse, remote, and surprisingly productive
habitat – the perfect combination. Just like a young athlete with
raw talent, Nevada was blessed, but it takes more than raw talent
to re-establish bighorn herds where so much has changed since
they once flourished. In concert with the well-suited landscape for
wild sheep, it was the minds, hearts, and energy of key individuals
that created the successful bighorn restoration in Nevada. They
were passionate and visionary state wildlife biologists working
together with dedicated and energetic sportsmen and land
management resource specialists. It is a synergy that continues
today and is unlike anything I have experienced in my career or
life. The following agencies and organizations were instrumental
in the recovery of Nevada’s bighorn herds: Nevada Department
of Wildlife (NDOW), Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Bureau
of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, the Desert and
Sheldon National Wildlife Refuges, Reno and Fallon Chapters of
the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU), Fraternity of the Desert
Bighorn, Elko Bighorns Unlimited, Wild Sheep Foundation, Safari

Club International, and
recently the NBU-Midas
Chapter and MinnesotaWisconsin Chapter
of the Wild Sheep
Foundation.
There have been so
many inspirational
people, events,
challenges, and
milestones in Nevada’s
bighorn sheep
restoration program
since the 1960s. Like
most states, we were
green when it came
to technique and form
in capturing source
Desert bighorn ewes slung down by capture
stock for bighorn
crew to biologists Craig Stevenson and Mike
sheep transplants. We
Scott during a routine capture for source
were confident of our
stock to transplant into a new bighorn habitat
area (photo by Mike Cox).
knowledge of what
bighorns preferred in terms of habitat and their resource needs
but it was limited to our experiences of remnant herds left in
extreme southern Nevada in the Mojave Desert environment. We
would learn through time, how to adapt this knowledge in seeking
prime release sites in higher elevation and more productive
habitats of central and northern Nevada. We would also discover
how elastic bighorns can be and how escape terrain is a very
relative term. Through trial and error, and relentless efforts to
seek success, biologists and sportsmen together have released
over 2,600 bighorn sheep in Nevada, built over 150 water

Bighorn water development project in the Delamar Range in southeastern
Nevada constructed by volunteers and NDOW (photo by Mike Cox).

Bighorns being released during an augmentation of a small resident
bighorn herd in southeastern Nevada (Photo by Rich Taylor).
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developments, conducted thousands of hours of aerial surveys for
herd status, spent countless months involved in land management
issues and forums, and for decades have molded old ideas and
experiences to accommodate new challenges. All this was done
for the sole purpose of restoring Nevada’s true natural heritage
symbol – bighorn sheep - to its historic ranges.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
The earliest archaeological record of bighorns in Nevada is from Pintwater Cave,
northwest of Las Vegas, dated at 28,000 years before the present. Explorer, John
C. Fremont wrote on January 11, 1843 during his travels through Nevada’s Lake
Range north of Reno, “On our road down, the next day, we saw herds of mountain
sheep.....”. In 1974 Dr. Dave Thomas of the American Museum of Natural History
formally discovered the highest known Native American encampment on top
of Mt. Jefferson at over 11,500 feet in central Nevada. The primary reason for
the high elevation meadow camp was to hunt bighorn sheep during the summer
months, dating as far back as 6,000 years ago and used as most recently as 7 to
10 centuries ago. Historic evidence and accounts of bighorn sheep in Nevada are
more numerous and wide spread than any other wild ungulate.
But by the beginning of the late 19th century, commercial and illegal hunting,
competition with livestock, and the effects of livestock diseases all appear to
have contributed to the decline of Nevada’s bighorn populations. The following
locations and dates provide a glimpse of the harsh reality of bighorn herds
vanishing

across Nevada’s landscape during the early 1900s: Last sighting of bighorns in
the Ruby Mountains of northeastern Nevada– 1921; bighorns were eliminated
or extirpated from the Santa Rosa Range in northern Nevada in 1905. The
last documented observation of bighorn sheep in the Jackson Mountains of
northwestern Nevada was on King Lear Peak in 1946 of a lone ram.
The earliest effort at bighorn management in Nevada appeared as an 1861
law closing sheep harvest between January 1st and July 1st. Other laws were
enacted, varying the hunting season dates, but in 1901, the legislature closed
bighorn hunting and it continued to be closed until 1952. In 1936, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service created the Desert National Wildlife Refuge for the protection
of several desert bighorn sheep herds in southern Nevada. As more laws and
attention were brought on bighorn sheep management, indications were that
illegal, subsistence-based hunting in the state began to decline during the 1940’s.
NDOW, formerly known as the Department of Fish and Game, began bighorn
sheep management in the late 1940’s. However, despite conservation efforts,
Nevada’s bighorn numbers continued to decline until the middle part of the 20th
century.

The map above depicts the estimated bighorn sheep distribution in 1860, 1960,
and 2008. The 1860 distribution is based on historic accounts, archeological
evidence of bighorn sheep, and biological judgment of areas that had adequate
bighorn habitat. Using this distribution and a conservative density value for
bighorn sheep, it was calculated in the Nevada Bighorn Sheep Management Plan
(published in 2001) that Nevada’s bighorn population in 1860 exceeded 30,000.
But by the late 1940s, it was estimated to have declined to a level between 2,000
and 3,000 bighorn, the likely lowest point of bighorn sheep numbers in Nevada’s
history. By 1980 bighorn sheep management intensified and restored animals
to many of their historic ranges through habitat improvement and transplant
programs. The 2008 statewide estimate was nearly 9,000 bighorn sheep on 86
mountain ranges; more wild sheep than any other state besides Alaska!
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The first regulated desert bighorn sheep hunting season was held in the spring
of 1952. A total of 3,800 desert bighorn rams have been harvested since then.
The first California and Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep hunting seasons were
in 1985. A total of 485 California and 64 Rocky Mountain bighorns have been
harvested through 2007. Combining harvest records of all bighorn subspecies,
there were approximately 1,600 rams harvested the first 35 years since 1952 and
over 2,700 rams harvested over the last 20 years. Nevada continues to see tag
quotas rise each year – for 2008 there were 175 deserts, 42 California, and 13
Rocky Mountain, equaling 230 ram tags statewide. The reintroduction program
has contributed to 63% of all these tags and 68% of all units open to bighorn
hunting compared to tags from remnant herds. With a watchful eye on lamb
recruitment, ram age structure, population estimates, and mandatory ram harvest
checkins, NDOW has maintained the long-term average age of ram harvest. With
ample mature rams and select units with large horn genetics, we continue to see
exceptional B&C rams in the harvest.
Desert bighorn ram from southern Nevada

When bighorn sheep restoration efforts began in Nevada, there was no
understanding of wild sheep genetics. Only physical characteristics were used by
naturalists to describe wildlife species a century ago. Bighorn sheep subspecies
boundaries in Nevada were originally based on skull measurements and the
similarity of climate and topography to where remnant bighorn herds still remained
in Canada and the Western United States. Because of the strong desires of
past wildlife managers to see bighorn successfully restored to historic habitats,
limited availability of source stock, and using accepted subspecies descriptions
for that time, Rocky Mountain, California, and Desert Bighorn source stock were
used to repopulate the highly varied mountain ranges and canyon country of
Nevada. Genetic and morphometric (physical characteristics such as skull and
other skeletal measurements) analyses conducted in the last 20 years have
determined the entire Great Basin and Nevada was a single subspecies of bighorn
sheep, Ovis canadensis nelsoni. It is also recognized, that California bighorns
are now simply a race of Rocky Mountain bighorns. In 2001, NDOW developed a
statewide management plan to guide future bighorn sheep conservation. The plan
recognized that though contrary to Nevada’s historic genetic race of bighorns, the
initial management decisions to restore northern Nevada with Rocky Mountain and
California bighorns was a huge success because of source stock’s similar habitat
and climate. NDOW will continue to manage the successful Rocky Mountain
and California bighorn herds in northern Nevada. But based on the overall goal
of desert bighorn sheep conservation throughout North America, efforts will be
made to expand desert bighorn distribution into unoccupied areas of Nevada,
acknowledging the current distribution of other subspecies.
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California bighorn ram from northern Nevada
Rocky Mountain bighorn ram from Ruby Mountains, Nevada

9

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Thanks our:

Though we are very excited and proud of the accomplishments to date for
restoring wild sheep throughout Nevada, the challenges of “keeping sheep on
the mountain” are formidable. We have many experiences throughout Nevada
of periodic epizootics (epidemic disease outbreak in an animal population)
resulting in large declines of bighorn populations. Causes to these outbreaks are
varied and are likely both inherent to wild sheep and from other origins. Disease
transmission, regardless of the “bug” or type of disease is very real between
wild sheep and domestic sheep and goats. Throughout NDOW’s history of wild
sheep restoration, we have been respectful of historic domestic sheep operations
and have only transplanted bighorns where reasonable distance and natural
barriers existed to minimize the interaction of the two. In only a few instances,
has unpredicted bighorn dispersal or changes to land use created a greater risk
to disease transmission and NDOW has accepted the outcome of these risks.
NDOW will continue to respect existing domestic sheep operations and work with
them to maintain reasonable separation in time and space. Excellent guidelines
for maintaining separation exist in the 2007 document “Recommendations for
Domestic Sheep and Goat Management In Wild Sheep Habitat” developed by the
Wild Sheep Working Group, led by Kevin Hurley from Wyoming and sanctioned by
the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA).

A host of other challenges to the future of bighorn in Nevada also exist
including: urban sprawl, dispersed recreation, energy development,
transportation corridors, and even climate change. NDOW has
been using advanced technology like satellite collars to better
understand bighorn habitat use and mortality in association with these
factors. The collars have also been used to monitor predation on
transplanted bighorn. NDOW will continue to evaluate and conduct
predator management where necessary to enhance the success of
transplants. Another landscape issue that can be a double-edge sword
is wilderness. Though the past and present wilderness designations
in Nevada will protect large expanses of intact critical bighorn sheep
habitat, wilderness management guidelines lack common sense and
cause huge challenges in maintaining bighorn sheep habitat and
conserving bighorn herds.

OUTFITTER MEMBERS
Grand Slam Safaris

G&J Outdoors

Carey Jellison
P.O. Box 430
Auburn, CA 95604
cary@gandjoutdoors.com

2115 Panzano Ct.
Sparks, NV 89434
wenzl@sbcglobal.net

NDOW beginning in 2000 and now on a regular
basis deploys satellite/GPS collars to track bighorn
and monitor survival to better understand population
dynamics, identify critical habitat areas, and to
proactively react to predation issues (Photo by Mark
Atkinson).
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Lee H. Smithson, P.L.S.
1925 E. Prater Way
Sparks, Nevada 89118
lsmithson@tristateltd.com

International Lining Technology
Michael Salley
850 Maestro Drive, Ste 101
Reno, Nevada 89511
michael@intlining.com

Raymond & Janet Joseph
155 Pioche Road
Reno, Nevada 89510
jancee@yahoo.com

Larry Frugoli, DMD
855 W. 7th St. Ste 26
Reno, NV 89503
larry@drfrugoli.com

Your hunting
unting aand
nd
outdoor equipment

© 2011 Cabela’s Inc. DCW-101

Rocky Mountain bighorn herd recently augmented on Mt. Moriah, eastern Nevada
(photo by Curt Baughman)

Tri State Surveying, Ltd.

Outfitter: Roy Lerg
Guides: Victor Trujillo, Gary Lawry, Mike Perchetti
41 Desert View Drive, Box 290
Smith, Nevada 89430
lergosg@hughes.net

Geoff Wenzl

The desert bighorn sheep is Nevada’s state animal;
yet, the general public has very little knowledge
about bighorn sheep. The future of wild sheep in
Nevada and throughout the west is hanging in the
balance. I challenge all wild sheep enthusiasts to
raise the awareness and spread the good word
about wild sheep conservation to your fellow
publics, to get involved in local and national
policy making that affects wild sheep habitat, and
be active in organizations like the Wild Sheep
Foundation. With support from people like you,
biologists and sportsmen in Nevada will continue
to work side by side to fulfill our common goal of
bighorn sheep restoration.

CORPORATE MEMBERS

headquarters.

Cabela’s Reno, Nevada
775.829.4100
cabelas.com | 888.888.4370

Proud pa
p
partner
rtner of

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. Sunday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

NBU GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES CABELA’S AS A 31ST ANNUAL BANQUET SPONSOR
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2010 Nevada Youth Big Game
Hunting Photo Contest

Local Game Warden Receives National
Award
By Edwin Lyngar, NDOW, 8/16/2011

Congratulations to the winners of the 2010 Nevada Youth Big
Game Hunting Photo Contest! 1st place went to Brittany Partee,
age 13, who is featured on the cover of this issue and mentored
by Ed Partee. 2nd place with to Trey Marriott, age 12, mentored
by Gary N. Smith. 3rd Place went to Kalli Wegren, age 15,
mentored by Gus Wegren.

Each entry into the contest
consisted of one adult
mentor and one youth
hunter under 17 years
of age. Photography
submissions were 4 x 6
inches and submitted to
Nevada Muleys for scoring.
Each photograph was
judged on safety, creativity,
setting and effectiveness
in capturing the youth
experience. Stories
from the youth and photo
captions are encouraged,
but are not used as part of
the judging criteria.
3rd Place Kalli Wegren, age 15
hunted three days in Unit 068
(Mentor: Gus Wegren)

Prizes included firearms,
gift cards and hunting gear
to the top big game picture
winners.

2011 Nevada Youth Big Game Photo Contest Sponsors

Randy Lusetti, a game warden for the Nevada Department of
Wildlife (NDOW), has been named the National Wildlife Officer
of the Year by the North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers
Association.

On that hunt, Walt told me that he needed to upgrade his
Roosevelt elk, bighorn sheep, and Barren Ground caribou
because those he had taken weren’t big enough to qualify for
P&Y. We agreed that he would try to purchase the Multiple
Zone elk tag in 2010 for California that would allow him to hunt
a Roosevelt with me and I also told him that he should consider
bidding on the Heritage California bighorn sheep tag in Nevada.
Walt asked me if he could take a 140+ ram (the P & Y minimum)
with a bow on that hunt and I told him a ram in the 150’s would be
very doable and I wouldn’t be happy if we didn’t take one in the
160’s. Walt decided to try to purchase both tags.

The annual award was given to the Reno based game warden in
a ceremony held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in Canada during
the organization’s annual conference July 20. The award is given
every year the nation’s top game warden, and Lusetti is the first
Nevada game warden to receive the top honor.

Walt bought the California elk tag right after the first of the year
and then we attended the NBU dinner in April in hopes that he
could buy the Heritage California sheep tag in Nevada. He was
fortunate enough to be the high bidder on the tag and we were
now set for our sheep hunt.

“Nevadans can take pride that we have wildlife officers like Randy
Lusetti at work in our state,” said Governor Brian Sandoval. “The
task of protecting wildlife through the careful and fair enforcement
of our laws is an important part of a mission that also includes the
promotion of hunting and fishing safety.”

A couple issues we had to deal with were that the Roosevelt elk
hunt started three days before the sheep hunt and we only had
four days to hunt the sheep before the rifle hunters would be
in the field. Archery hunting is tough enough without having to
compete with rifle hunters while you’re doing it. The plan was to
hunt the first four days for the sheep and if we were unsuccessful
to move on to California for the elk. We would complete that hunt
and then return back to Nevada and spend whatever time it took
to take the sheep. This plan allowed for the first four days afield
without the pressure of the rifle hunters; on the fifth day they
would begin their hunt and we would head to California to hunt the
Roosevelt elk. In order to try to stack the odds in our favor, Walt
asked if I would have a problem if Gary Coleman helped scout
for the hunt and he would be able to be there the first few days of
the hunt before heading to Las Vegas for another hunt. In addition
to that, Randall Stoeberl (one of my sub guides) would be on the
hunt and if we were unsuccessful the first four days, Randall was
going to stay in Nevada and keep looking for sheep while we went
elk hunting.

Lusetti patrols vast areas of Northern Washoe County. He has
made significant cases for the department and spends many of
his nights, weekends and holidays watching out for Nevada’s
wildlife. Lusetti stressed when accepting the award that he
is part of a committed team, a sentiment echoed by NDOW
leadership.
“We have always known that Nevada game wardens are some of
the best in the nation,” said Ken Mayer, Director of NDOW. “This
award is both an honor and a validation of the commitment of all
of our officers.”
The North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Association
is an 8,000 member organization of Wildlife and Fisheries
enforcement officers from across North America.
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By Cary Jellison
Reprinted with permission of Eastman’s
In the summer of 2008 I got a call from an outfitter in Alberta,
Canada named Brent Sinclair of Porcupine Creek Outfitters. Brent
told me he had a client from Minnesota named Walt Palmer that
was going to try to purchase the California Grizzly Island Tule
elk tag in 2009 and was looking to hire an outfitter if Walt was
successful in the bidding process. Brent also said that Walt was
an archer and trying to become the second archer in the world to
take all 29 North American big game animals that would make the
Pope and Young record book. Walt ended up being the successful
bidder and ended up taking the #2 P & Y Tule elk on this hunt
missing the world record by 1/2 inch.

Randy Lusetti

2nd Place Trey Marriott, age 12
hunted nine days in Unit 031 (Mentor: Gary N. Smith)

The Elk Hunt Ram

I made three trips in July and August to scout for sheep and spent
a total of 27 days scouting in 5 different units. On my last scouting
trip just before the hunt began Randall accompanied me and he
scouted with me for 10 days until the beginning of the hunt. We
had found several rams that we figured were in the high 150’s and

low 160’s in about four different units. One morning about four
days before the season began I found a good ram while glassing
the Pine Forest Range in unit 032 and I decided this would be the
ram we would hunt first. The problem was that for the next three
days he disappeared and we could not find the ram anywhere.
On August 27th (the day before we could start hunting) I headed
to Winnemucca to meet Walt, Brent, and Josh Schull of Wild
Excursions who would be filming Walt’s hunt for him. I told Walt
that we hadn’t seen the ram we wanted to hunt in unit 032 in three
days so we were going to hunt a couple rams that I had found
in July on my first scouting trip in unit 031 and had seen several
times since. After a quick stop for groceries and fuel, we were
headed to camp in anticipation of the next days hunt.
We woke up early the next day, ate some breakfast and drove to
a vantage point that I had seen the rams from in the past. On the
way there, Walt informed me that he was going to shoot the first
ram over 150 that he got close to. I tried to talk him into holding
out for something bigger but his main goal was a 140 plus ram
to qualify for the Pope and Young record book and he wanted
to make sure we got a ram before the rifle hunters started. Walt,
Brent, Josh, and myself glassed for a couple hours but didn’t
locate either of the rams we were looking for. We then drove up
the mountain as far as we could and hiked to the top so we could
glass the other side. We didn’t find either of the bigger rams we
were looking for but did find one Walt said he would go after.
Thankfully the ram was in an impossible spot for an archery stalk
and after waiting him out for the majority of the day I made the
decision to go back, pack up camp and hunt in 032 the next day.
While Brent and I were packing up camp Walt was shooting his
bow and I heard a loud bang. I came out of the trailer and asked,
what was that? Walt was standing there with his bow in his hand
and it had blown up while he was shooting it. Fortunately Walt
was OK and he got out his back up bow and was hitting the target
every time at 80 yards in about 10 minutes.
The next day we started glassing from the bottom of the mountain
and found lots of rams but not the big one we were looking for.
Walt, Brent, Josh, and myself rode quads close to the top of the
mountain and hiked over a little saddle to look into the basin that
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I had found the big ram in several days earlier. At this point, Walt
was just ready to stalk any ram we could find in the 150’s and
I was trying to talk him into holding out for a bigger ram but not
having any luck. We sat down and began glassing and spotted
several rams but again, not the one we were looking for. We
made the decision to put a stalk on a couple of the rams and I
would try to keep an eye
on them while Walt, Brent,
and Josh went on the stalk.
I showed Brent where the
rams usually watered and
told him that I thought they
would go to water at some
point. Walt and Brent were
coming down the backside
of the ridge and the rams
eventually fed over the
ridge in their direction. They
were able to get within 55
yards (which is well within
Walt’s range) but couldn’t
get a clear shot. They
backed out and I rejoined
them and we made the
decision to call it a day as it was getting too late
to put a stalk on anything else.
The third day of the hunt we were back in the
Pine Forest Range looking for the ram that
we hadn’t seen in almost a week. I spotted
a group of rams that had a really good ram
but we weren’t sure if it was the ram we were
looking for or not. It was several miles away
and just too far to tell for sure. The rams were
feeding south across the mountain when
Walt, Brent, Josh and myself headed up the
mountain while Gary was to stay at his truck at
the bottom of the mountain and keep an eye on
the rams. When we got up there, Brent and I hiked over the top
and sat down and glassed to try to locate the rams and couldn’t
find them. We moved to the next canyon and again couldn’t find
them. Then we got where we could see Gary at the bottom of the
mountain and he signaled that the rams had continued to move
to the south. Brent and I decided that he, Walt and Josh would
take off from there and I would try to get to the opposite side of
the canyon from where the rams were and hike up the mountain
so I could hand signal them. The problem was that before I could
get to the top of ridge, I glassed back on the other side and all the
rams were running right at me. I sat down and they all eventually
passed by me at about 250 yards. There were now 20 rams in
the group and the biggest one was definitely the ram I had found
about a week before. I videoed the rams and was looking to see if
any of them showed any sign of being hit and they all looked fine.
They eventually started to walk and feed and I watched them until
they fed over the ridge and then hiked back to my quad and went
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back to meet up with Walt and Brent to see what had happened.
When I got there, they were already back at the quads and Walt
was visibly upset. I asked what had happened and Walt said he
had missed a 52 yard shot at a ram. It wasn’t the biggest ram but
a nice ram. I told Walt that might be the best thing that could have
happened because I had just seen the rams walk over the ridge
and we can get on them again and
hopefully this time he could get the
big ram.
We got on the quads and took off to
get to the other side of the ridge I had
seen the rams go over so we could
relocate them. On our way down the
road, Gary drove up and said they
had all stopped on the other side and
were just feeding. Walt, Brent, and
Josh took off again on the second
stalk of the same rams and I knew
the odds of getting on the biggest
ram was not good with 20 rams
in the group
if somebody
couldn’t hand
signal Brent on
the stalk and tell
him where the
big one was.
It was just too
many eyes, ears,
and noses to
get into archery
range. The rams
were on a ridge
and I could only
see about half
of them and
needed to get
around where I had a better vantage point. I took off on my quad
and ended up riding all the way down the canyon and taking a
road back up the other side that put me in the perfect spot to see
all of the rams. When Walt, Josh and Brent came over the peak,
the rams were about a couple hundred yards below them. They
eventually made their way down the mountain, and I could see
that Brent had spotted the rams down and to his left. The problem
was that the big ram was with several others bedded off to Brent’s
right and there was no way he could see them. I was probably
a mile and a half away and stood up and started to hand signal
Brent to move 30 yards to his right. I didn’t know if he could see
me or not so I kept signaling for several minutes. When I sat
down and looked through my spotting scope, I could see Brent
talking to Walt and then they got up and started to move to the
right. Brent had spotted me and got my hand signal and was
moving to a location that would put them directly above the rams.
The suspense was almost too much for me to take as I watched

them slowly move closer and closer to the rams. Brent got to a
rock and peeked over and located the rams but couldn’t see the
big one. He told Walt that there were several rams but he couldn’t
see the big one and they were only about 30 – 35 yards away.
Walt decided to wait to see if they could locate the big one and it
seemed like forever when all of a sudden the big ram stood up.
I could see Brent get down behind the rock tell Walt something
and then Walt stood and drew and let the arrow go. Rams went
everywhere and I could see blood pouring out of the big ram as
he took off. The ram only went 30 yards and piled up.
After a long photo session and celebration, we packed the ram
off the mountain and got back to camp a little after dark. What an
incredible day.
The next day we took the ram to Winnemucca and had him
plugged and scored by NDOW. He green scored 165 7/8. I have
talked to a lot of people since then and I believe this is the biggest
California bighorn ever taken with a bow in Nevada. A lot of the
credit for this hunt has to go to organizations like NBU and all of
their supporters. Without all the money raised and work done by
NBU and NDOW, hunts like this would not be possible.
Three days later Walt took a Roosevelt elk that ended up being #8
in the world for SCI archery. Not a bad six days of hunting.
In October Walt got his Pope and Young trophy caribou. Walt
became the second archery hunter in the world to take all 29
North American big game animals that make the record book.
Congratulations to Walt on this incredible accomplishment.

Editor’s Note: Not only is Cary Jellison an outstanding guide
but he is also owner of G & J Outdoors and an Outfitter
Member of NBU! Thank you for the story Cary!
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Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp
Sponsored By:
The Fred Searles Trust

The inaugural Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp was
held on July 15th, 16th and 17th at Winnemucca Ranch with
36 youth campers in attendance. The camp is named in honor
and memory of Maison T Ortiz, a 15 year old Galena High
School student who tragically died in a snowboarding accident in
January. Maison, a fifth generation Nevadan, had an uncanny
ability to connect with nature and all of its creatures, big and
small. He truly appreciated the outdoors and loved sharing all it
had to offer with family and friends. Maison represented the best
of sportsmen and hunters and epitomized the very type of youth
embraced by the sponsors of the camp.
Each camper had an adult mentor and participated in activities
to gain knowledge and experience at shooting shotguns and
.22 caliber rifles, fishing education and hands on cast ‘n catch,
survival skills and first aid, orienteering and map reading. Experts
in these fields volunteered as instructors to give every camper
maximum exposure to each areas of outdoor activity in a pristine
Nevada setting.

2012 Celebrity
Sporting
Clays Event

Date: Thursday, January 19th 2012
Time : 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Location: Sage Hill Clay Sports - Reno, NV
Cost*: $85.00 - non shooter price = $35

*Shooter fee includes 50 round Clay Shoot,
ammo, lunch, transport to range, shoot swag &
golf cart rental

For questions please call:
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307.527.6261
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sponsored by:

A key component of the camp was to develop the youth mentor
program with qualified adults willing to lead the kids through
the camp and follow up with them to participate together on
hunting and fishing expeditions. The kids were also exposed to
wildlife conservation and natural resource management through
presentations from specialists in those fields. Thank you to all of
the mentors that participated in the camp and have taken on the
responsibility to follow up with the campers and engage them in
continued outdoor experiences:
Austin Brown		
Denise Oien-Italiano
Eddie Booth		
Jessica Lawson		
Julianna Jefferson
Lucy Rechel		
Nikki Hooper		
Pat Pinjuv		
Taya Willden		

Dave Sinclair
Ed Lawson
Jeff Turnipseed
Joel Fountain
Larry Johnson
Mickey Sinclair
Noni Skeet
Paul Slocum
Trudy Davis

The youth camp was sponsored by The
Fred Searles Trust, Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited, the Northern Nevada Chapter
of Safari Club International (NNSCI) and
The Rotary Club of Sparks, Nevada.

This youth camp would not have been possible without the
generous donations of the following individuals and companies:
ABC Fire		
Blue Ribbon Meat
C & M Food Distributing Cabelas
Cashman		
NDOW
Crystal Ice & Oil		
DEVCON
Donny Caldwell		
Dr. Lamerson
Eikelberger Awning
Furgeson Supply
Hendrix Outdoors		
Jimmy Jackson
Laxalt & Nomura		
Linda Field
Mark Fore & Strike
Mike Venturacci
MSM Sheetmetal		
James Nelson, DVM
Q&D Construction
Randy Venturacci
Ray Callahan		
Reno Kennel Club
Scheels			
Sparks Police Dept.
Truckee Meadows Electric Todd Jaksick
Tri State Surveying, LTD. United Rentals
Western Nevada Supply
Thank you all so much, and anyone that we might have missed
for your dedication and commitment to perpetuating our outdoor
heritage to youngsters.
Next year’s camp is already in the planning stages and the date
has been tentatively set for July 20th through the 22nd, 2012.
For more information please contact the Steering Committee
Chairman, Michael Bertoldi at (775) 762-6343 or by email at
mike@mikebertoldi.com.
Editor’s Note: In honor of
Maison and with the goal
to assisting deserving
young sportsmen and
sportswomen, NBU has
established The Maison
T Ortiz Memorial Fund.
Donations can be made
by making your check
payable to Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited and note in the
memo: For The Maison
T Ortiz Memorial Fund;
and mail to NBU at P.O.
Box 21393, Reno, Nevada
89515-1393. Thank you!
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Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp •
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July 15 - 17th, 2011 at Winnemucca Ranch

19

TAKING THE SHOT
By Guy Eastman

Much More Than
1,000 Words

Secrets to making your trophy photo the best it can be!
They say a picture is worth 1,000
words, and if that’s the case I would
argue a good field photo is worth
much more than 1,000 words—
quite possibly a lifetime worth of
hunting dedication. Photographed
properly, an entire outdoor
experience can be easily relayed to
a fellow hunter with the aid of a
few good photos of the adventure.
Taking a good photo of your trophy
can be as simple as one, two, three
with some basic knowledge of digital
photography and good camera
equipment. Far too often I hear,
“I wish I would have taken better
photos” from fellow hunters who
did not take the time or have the
proper knowledge of photography to
thoroughly document their trophy
hunting experience. Once you get
the hang of it, a good photo shoot
in the field can be completed in a
mere 15 or 20 minutes.

This photo was taken by the author, by
getting the camera at eye level with the
trophy and placing the hunter, the author’s
father, well behind and below the trophy.
This photo was taken mid-day, but by
waiting a moment for the sun to peak
through the cloud cover, the color and
detail were greatly enhanced.
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Modern digital photography
is re-writing what we know about
taking and processing photographs.
In the past five years, taking good
quality photos has become easier
than ever before.
When editors choose photos
for a magazine there are three main
criteria that they look for; the clarity
of the photos, the composition/
set-up of the trophy, and finally the
actual size of the trophy. I cannot
be of much help on the size of your
trophy in this article, but armed
with a better knowledge of photo
clarity and composition you can
easily take better field photos and
hopefully you will never have to
tell a buddy or magazine editor the
dreaded line of, “he is much bigger
than he looks in the photo” ever
again!
Photo clarity encompasses a
wide variety of aspects. The most

Your eye generally wants a well “balanced”
photo. Make sure you have a good
balance of hunter and trophy on both
sides of the photo frame. Notice a slight
bit of sky showing in the background of
this photo which gives the audience an
idea of how rugged the terrain is.
91

important of which is the quality of
the equipment that you are using.
Just like hunting optics, buy the best
camera you can afford. A camera
that will shoot a 7.0 mega-pixel
digital photo is the bare minimum
right now. Every year the image size
capacity gets larger and larger. It
is also very important to have the
settings on your camera properly
set up before you start snapping off
photos. I think it is pretty safe to
say that 100% of your trophy field
photos will be taken outdoors. This
said it is very important that you
have the aperture setting adjusted
to shoot the equivalent of 100 speed
film. Most of the digital cameras will
have settings for 100, 200, and 400
speed film equivalents (these are
called the “ISO Speed Settings on
Canon cameras). When you shoot
outside always have your camera
set to 100 ISO Speed. The second

Taking advantage of a nice scenic shot on
a pack out can make for a great photo.
This shot of Josh Simmons tells a great
story of a rugged sheep hunt in the
backcountry wilderness of eastern Oregon,
rainbow and all.
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setting you want adjust is the file
size of the photo that the camera
is capturing. This means that the
camera is gathering more or less
data when you press the shutter
button. It is imperative that you set
your camera to “Super-Fine” and
“Large” file size (2592 X 1944 DPI
on my Canon PowerShot SD400).
You want your camera to gather as
much information as possible. If you
want to send a photo to grandma
over the internet, you can reduce
the file size back down to 72 dpi
(72 Dots Per Inch is the standard
for web publishing) later on your
computer. It won’t matter what kind
of computer or software you have,
digital data cannot be replaced or
re-created after the fact. If you are
afraid you will not be able to take
as many photos with your memory
card with this format, buy another
memory card! A good second
memory card (4-giga-byte GB) will
run you a little under $40 at Best
Buy. Your photo files pulled directly
from your camera to your computer
should be between 2 and 5 MB
(mega-bytes) in file size. If they are
smaller than this you need to double
check your settings again or buy
a camera with a larger mega-pixel
capacity.
Let’s recap, to ensure clear digital
photo quality, (1) make sure your
camera is shooting a hi-res (superfine) J-PEG format, (2) at a 100
speed ASA equivalent, (3) with the
camera flash on. Always shoot with
your flash on, even at high noon on
a bright sunny day. These are the
three most critical components that
will ensure your digital photo has
good color and clarity.
Now that we have covered the
basics on equipment and camera
settings we can finally get into the
“nitty gritty,” nuts and bolts of what
makes good photo composition or
set-up. The three major components
of a good field photo set-up are: (1)
light, (2) foreground (subject), and
(3) background.
WILD SHEEP

This photo was taken during the middle of
the day without the use of a flash.

A good field photo
is worth much more
than 1,000 words

This is the same exact photo taken literally
seconds later with the use of a fill flash.
Notice how much more detail and brilliant
the colors are in the photo. The shadows
on the hunter’s face are not nearly as harsh
in the “flashed” photograph. The flash
also helps the trophy and the hunter jump
off the page and separates them from the
background, giving the photo the illusion
of much more depth.

AdditionAl tips
photo tip 1
Always keep your camera easily accessible. Once I started keeping my
smaller digital camera in my shirt/pants pocket, I started taking five
times as many photos just because of how easy it was to get to.

photo tip 2
When taking digital photos under low light conditions, be sure to hold
the camera very steady for at least two seconds after pushing the
shutter button. Digital cameras can take a minute to gather and write
the photo data to the disk in low light and if you do move the camera
prematurely the photo will appear blurred. A tripod and timer can be
used under these circumstances to ensure a much clearer photo.

photo tip 3
Try to avoid mid-day photography. In these conditions the camera will
have a hard time balancing the harsh bright highlights and the dark
shadows. The processor will then just average the exposure resulting in
a tremendous loss of color brilliance and very dark harsh shadows.

photo tip 4
Always copy your photo files to your computer and burn a “back-up” CD
of the original files straight from your camera before taking the chip to
be processed. Never, ever take the memory chip to a photo processor
and then download the chip. Sometimes they will alter your file sizes
(dump information) to expedite the process on their end.

photo tip 5
When shooting a set-up photo of your trophy do not use the zoom.
Zoom the camera back all the way and get as close as possible to the
subject to fill the frame completely. When you zoom a digital camera
lens you sacrifice a slight bit of clarity.
Important: never under any circumstances use the “digital zoom”
function on your camera. In fact turn it off if possible. This is like looking
at your television with your binoculars. It is a total “junk” function.

92

Spring 2010

21

Light is the single most
important component of a quality
photo. After all, a digital camera is
nothing more than an electronic eye
that records light or the reflection
there of into a digital file format.
Basically, a digital photo is nothing
more than a file containing millions
upon millions of 1s and 0s. This
file of 1s and 0s mathematically
composes the formula of your photo
image. Unfortunately, you cannot
always control the light in every
situation, but you can do a few
things that can make a good photo
great when it comes to lighting. The
first thing I do when taking a field
photo is to make sure I put the sun
to my back as the photographer
and make sure the subjects (hunter
and trophy) are looking into the
sun. Direct sunlight will reduce the
quality of your photos. The harsh
rays of direct sunlight will tend to
“wash out” your photos and make
them lose their dimension. For this
reason, I always try to avoid taking
field photos between the hours of
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. I know this is
not always possible, but sometimes
if I can stall a photo shoot under
cold conditions I certainly will do
so. If you do need to take photos
during this time frame be sure to use
your flash. It sounds pointless, but
trust me the flash will help to fill
(lighten) those harsh dark shadows
created by a mid-day sun. Even on
a cloudy or stormy day be sure to
get the photographer’s back to the
sun. A digital camera is much more
sensitive to light than the human
eye and while to your eye the light

Guy’s
CAmerA piCks

all looks the same on a
cloudy day, to the digital
camera it will make a huge
difference. On a partly
cloudy day, be patient and
wait for the sun to peak
through for your photo
shoot. You will be glad you
did. The absolute ideal light
is the “golden” two hours
after sunrise and before
sunset. The soft, golden
light of this time of the day
will really make your photos
pop, with minimal shadow
intrusion.
When we talk about
foreground we are talking
about the subjects of the
photo, more specifically
the hunter and the trophy.
One of the most important
points here is to show
your trophy the respect it
deserves. I personally find
the photos of a guy “riding”
his dead bull elk with his
rifle hung in the antlers
particularly distasteful and
disrespectful to the animal.
The only photos worse than
these are the back of the
truck gang or the old head
on the shop work bench
crew, which need no further
explanation. This also
means putting the animal’s
tongue back in his mouth
and cleaning up as much
blood as possible.
Now that we have the
animal cleaned up and the
photographer’s back to the

If you are in the market for a new digital
camera here are some options that you
definitely want to look into further.
Best “Ultralight” digital camera: Canon
PowerShot SD3500 IS Digital ELPH.
This unit can take a photo that is 14.1
megapixels and retails for around $329.00.
Other options to look into are the Nikon
Coolpix S8000, 14.2 megapixel ($299.95)
and the Olympus Stylus Tough-8010, 14.0
megapixel ($399.99).
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This photo was taken during midmorning with the
use of a flash. Notice the placement of the aspens
in the background, the balance between the hunter
and trophy, as well as the hunter below the antler
tips of the deer. The camera is at eye level with
the trophy and the antlers slightly in the sky. This
photo has all the makings of a solid field photo that
accentuates the trophy and the scenery to its full
potential.

sun, it is time for the hunter
to set up the animal while the
photographer clears the grass and
brush from in front of the trophy.
There are a thousand ways to
set-up a trophy for the actual photo.
The key point to be made here is to
show the camera the best attribute
your trophy has to offer. By this
I mean every animal has a strong
side of his rack or horns. Put the
strong side toward the camera for
your best photos. Keep in mind
that sometimes this is a tremendous
spread and in that case, a straight
on shot is usually the best. As a
general rule, elk and antelope look
best when photographed from the
side, deer usually are best from the
front, and sheep are best when
shot at a quarter turn to either side.
Another thing to keep in mind is to
make sure the body of your animal
is broadside to the camera. This
gives the hunter something to get
down behind and a great way to also
incorporate the weapon into the
photo.
Make sure you get down
low. The very best trophy field
photos are taken right at eye level
with the animal. This means the

photographer has to get down and
dirty, period. If you want to take the
equivalent of ten inches off your
deer without the use of a hack saw,
just have the photographer take the
photo from a standing or kneeling
position. When shooting photos, I
usually find myself rolling around
on the ground on my stomach.
Another thing to keep in mind is
make sure the hunter is sitting low
to the ground. The hunter’s head
should always be below the top of
the antlers in the photos and clear
from obstructions.
The final element that will
set off your field photo is the
background or “back-drop.” This
is everything in the photo behind
the hunter. Try to get a nice scenic
back drop if possible. This is the
photo that will make your buddies
and family members stare in awe.
I realize with elk and moose you
are just stuck with wherever it is
they happen to fall, but most other
animals can be easily moved a few
crucial yards to make the best of a
photo set up. As an added note here,
you might also want to watch out
in the background for any fourwheelers, pick-up trucks or garage
Good set-up

doors. These can seriously detract
from your photo.
The best advice I can give in
the end is to get good photo gear,
set it up properly and keep in mind
the basics of a good set up and try
different shots. The best thing about
digital photography is that you can
immediately look at the photo on
your camera and see how it looks
right there in the field. Try a bunch
of different set ups and angles and
keep looking at the photos to find
that perfect “sweet spot” where the
trophy looks the best and don’t
forget to smile. WS

About the Author

Guy Eastman is the third generation of
the Eastman family that has produced
outdoor media for over 50 years.
Inspired by his grandfather Gordon
Eastman and father Mike Eastman,
Guy has helped make Eastmans’
Publishing the leading western big
game hunting media company. He is
the Publisher of Eastmans’ Hunting
Journal and Eastmans’ Bowhunting
Journal, as well as the host of the
Outdoor Channel hit TV series,
Eastmans’ Hunting TV.
Bad set-up

This photo was taken early morning before “sun
up.” By using the flash on the camera we were
able to light up the photo without any shadows
whatsoever. Notice how even the light is in this
photo. The hunter is sitting as low as possible and
the photographer still manages to get the antlers
above the hunter’s head.

Best “Consumer Grade” digital camera:
Canon PowerShot G11 ($479.95).
Best “Semi-Professional” digital camera:
Canon Digital EOS T1i (500D) SLR ($749.95).
This unit has interchangeable lenses to
maximize zoom and wide angle shots. This
is an entry level Professional camera.
Best “Professional” digital camera: Canon
Digital 1D Mark IV SLR ($4,999.00). This is a
top of the line model that is also good for
wildlife photography.
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Sometimes a good candid shot “as the
trophy lay” like this one can tell a great
story and give your hunting photo a more
“natural” feel. This gives the viewer the
feeling they were actually along on the
adventure.
WILD SHEEP

Here is a perfect example of a good set up versus a poor set up. Notice the difference in
the overall feel and look of the trophy. By taking a little bit of extra time and effort a good
photographer can easily add the appearance of ten to twenty inches of extra score to a
trophy simply by using the correct photo set up.
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NBU-Midas Fundraising Event A Huge Success!
By Julie Mortara
Trailers and trucks and quads oh my!
Normally the quaint town of Midas,
Nevada is nearly empty with only the wind
whistling through the poplars in its serene
canyon. But the weekend of August 6th
was the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited-Midas
fundraising event, and although the town
did not populate to that of Burning Man, it certainly did fill up to
the point where the entire main street was lined with friends and
families who came to set up camp for the weekend.
What attracts so many to
this event? It’s not just
the delicious steak dinner,
bountiful raffle and auction,
but it is the fun and games
that make this outdoor
festival worthwhile. Many
people have been coming
to Midas for the NBU
fundraiser since it started
years ago because they
enjoy the relaxing outdoors
and socializing among the
many games and activities to
participate in.

Contestants aim at the targets

Midas Town

“We’ve been to many of
these fundraisers and this is our favorite,” claimed Mike and
Megan Gates of Battle Mountain. “This is the most fun because it
is outside, has a good raffle, and great food.”
First time participants Laila Kazemi and Anne Roberts of Reno
exclaimed, “This is amazing and so much fun! We should make
this an annual trip.”

What sets this event
apart from other NBU
events is its remote high
desert landscape and
the many activities to
participate in. It is not
just a dinner. To begin
the day, quads and jeeps
lined the main street
waiting for the poker run
in which people cruised
up the canyon driving
a loop with beautiful
views collecting cards
for a poker hand. This
year Carisa Cutler of
Winnemucca won a .22
Golden Boy with her
unbeatable hand.
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Bang! Ping! Whack! Shots rang
throughout the canyon at 1:00
during the .22 shoot where men
and women competed, shooting at four 50 yard targets. Many
gathered, peered, and waited in anticipation. Various rifles fired,
and in the end, couple
Angel and Shane Edgar
of Battle Mountain
swept the competition
shooting four for four in
the final round. They
also won .22 Golden
Boy rifles, and Shane
graciously donated his
back to the auction.
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during the 22 shoot
Around the corner,
darts flew, wheels spun, raffle tickets flapped, and people laughed
as they bought and won raffle tickets while playing the selection of
games, usually drink in hand. The normal games, “Pluck-a-buck,”
“Spin the Wheel,” and “Guess the Spread” presented good odds
of winning raffle tickets, shotguns, a pontoon boat, a fly fishing
package, a tent, and a smoker. In addition to the traditional games
of chance, a dart game was created where participants could
win drink tickets, raffle tickets, and a 12 gauge shotgun. NBUMidas did not forget the ladies this year either because there was
a special women’s raffle
booth featuring a variety of
women’s prizes. Incredible
items such as a rifle, pink
fishing pole, hunting artwork,
and more were won. And
if that is not enough to
do, one could have tasted
NBU-Midas wine that has a
different label for each year
hand crafted by artist Chris
Lacey. There is even a silent
Amanda Barlow spins the wheel auction featuring unique
for raffle tickets
gifts.

Machi’s Restaurant from Elko dished up a grand spread of food
this year: steak, chicken, pasta salad, corn salad, fruit, and bread.
Following dinner, the live
auction and raffle took
place with heads turning
and fingers rising. Rifles,
specialty guns, shotguns,
intricate artwork,
beautiful paintings, and
more were purchased for
NBU fundraising. Over
50 raffle items were won
including rifles, hunting
gear, and artwork. Two Winners Shane and Angel Edgar of Battle
Mtn pose after their amazing win

other special raffles took place, the safe and side-by-side quad.
Carisa Cutler not only won the poker run, but walked away happily
with the safe as well making her day a profitable one. Reno
resident, Dana White won the quad, and was so surprised and
ecstatic, she screamed and jumped out of her seat upon the
announcement. As the night wound down, quads and people
journeyed home to their camps to reminisce about their eventful
day. But the event was not entirely over because breakfast would
come in the morning.

Scott Rovers & Laila Kazemi enjoying the poker run

Waking to the birds chirping and sun shining, the next day
breakfast was served: chorizo, eggs, hash browns, fruit, yogurt,
and bread as well as coffee and Bloody Marys (for those in need
of the “hair of the dog”). Several more raffle items were won and
the last goodbyes were said as people trickled out of the small
town leaving a trail of dust in their wake.
This is not a black tie affair, but it certainly is a lot of fun keeping
that relaxing vibe that most of us outdoorsmen and women enjoy
so much. Donating to such an important event ensures us that
we can continue to experience wildlife and outdoors because
the funds go back into
Nevada’s landscape and
wildlife for preservation.
NBU-Midas has spent
money on projects for
Nevada such as Sage
Grouse studies, fire
rehabilitation, Antelope
transplanting, fish
planting, and more.
NBU-Midas is a sure
way to have a fun while
relaxing in the fresh air,
playing the entertaining
games, mingling with
old friends and new,
winning worthwhile
raffle prizes, and
donating to a good
cause!
Dana White sites in her new side-by-side
four wheeler

A group of friends pose with their poker hands
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NASP – A Winning Program for Many Schools!
By Douglas Nielson & Chris Cheff, NDOW Southern Region
In February 2010, more than 130 Nevada school students
stepped up to the shooting line, drew their bows and fired the first
shots at the inaugural Nevada National Archery in the Schools
Program state tournament. Four months earlier most of these
young shooters had never held a compound bow in their hands
let alone dreamt of shooting one in competition, but thanks to
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) the number of youth archers
stepping up to the shooting line is steadily growing.
Sponsored by the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW),
the Nevada National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP)
officially got underway in November 2009. It was then that
NDOW hosted the first-ever Basic Archery Instructor training
course for a handful of physical education teachers from the Clark
County School District.

NASP classes can be
completed in a typical
school gym or similar
indoor facility. Students
shoot at 80cm bulls-eye
targets placed in front of
2011 NV NASP State Tournament:
an arrow curtain, which
Jordan Schultz, Sage Mori, Hanna Frank,
is specially designed
Jayson Smith of the Fallon Youth Archers
to stop arrows in flight,
just in case of a miss. Equipment used in the program is state
of the art and includes the Matthew’s Genesis, a compound bow
designed to fit every student shooter regardless of their physical
proportions.

Loukas described NBU’s
financial contribution as
“majorly important” to his NASP
endeavors and said “it allowed us
to have an instant archery team.
With the help of Mrs. Sobrero, our
principal, and Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited we were able to
purchase two sets of equipment,
and we were instantly ready to
compete.”

Shay Sipes of Veteran’s Tribute Career and Technical
Academy, Las Vegas: Chris Cheff presenting her with
the state championship award bow for highest overall
scoring female at 2010 NV NASP State Tournament.
This was done at an all-school assembly recognizing
the archery team and their coaches.

In addition to NBU’s
substantial contribution, the
NASP organization itself offers grants of as much as $1,000
to assist schools with startup archery programs. This grant
is awarded through each state NASP coordinator. Easton
Sports Development Foundation has also made considerable

Chris Cheff, Jayson Smith, Shon Palmonbon, Dean Schultz,
Jordan Schultz, Dalton Frank (4 of the 7 total that competed at
2011 NASP Nationals for Fallon Youth Archers)

2011 NV NASP State Tournament: Fallon Youth Archers
Back left: Sean Cordes, Taylen Cordes, Jacob Stone, Buster Kyte,
Shon Palmonbon, Wes Kyte, Shelbi Schultz, Jordan Schultz, Sage
Mori, Jayson Smith, Hanna Frank, Dalton Frank with coach Dean
Schultz on the far right

As its name implies, NASP is
an archery education program
designed to be part of a
school’s Physical Education
curriculum and is tailored for
grades four through 12. Its core
content covers archery history,
safety, technique, equipment,
mental concentration, core
strengthening, physical fitness,
and self-improvement. Before
they can implement the twoweek archery course, teachers
must first complete the eighthour NASP Basic Archery
Instructor Training Program.
Surprising to some is the fact
that the shooting portion of
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NDOW has loaner equipment available to help schools get
started, but each participating school is expected to purchase
their own NASP approved equipment. The basic equipment
schools need to get started comes in a kit that includes a dozen
bows, an arrow curtain, five targets, 60 arrows and a pair of
bow racks. Though support from the archery industry enables
schools to buy these kits at the reduced price of $2,800 to $3,100
depending on the package selected, purchasing these kits is still
a difficult proposition for some schools.
That’s where Nevada Bighorns Unlimited stepped in to help.
After meeting with NDOW Director Ken Mayer and learning
more about NASP, the NBU Board of Directors committed a
total of $40,000 over two years to help participating schools
purchase the equipment their student archers need to take part
in NASP. Those funds have been made available to qualifying
NASP schools as The Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Archery in the
Schools Grant. School administrators can apply for a half-match
grant for as many as two archery equipment kits.

2011 NV NASP State Tournament:
Jordan Schultz receiving his state
championship bow for the second year
running (Award for highest overall
scoring male in the tournament)
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By agreement NDOW facilitates the grant application process by
serving as the intermediary between NBU and the applicants.
To date, 11 schools have received Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Archery in the Schools Grants totaling $28,000. One of those
schools is Walter Johnson Middle School in Las Vegas where
James Loukas works as a Physical Education instructor.

months after that first instructor training
session. The event was held at the Riviera
Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas in conjunction
with the National Field Archery Association’s
World Archery Festival. The second State
Tournament was held at this same venue just
one year later. Both tournaments were made
possible by the NFAA, which allows NDOW to
use the facility and its targets in exchange for
help from volunteers.

Nine schools and
131 student archers
participated in that first
tournament, including
a baker’s dozen from
the Churchill County
School District. The
following May, 30
of the students who
qualified made the trek
to Louisville, Ky. and
shot in the 2010 NASP

2010 NV NASP State Tournament: Southwest Career and
Technical Academy, Las Vegas receiving their trophy for 1st
Place Team High School division

contributions by awarding a total of $36,000 in archery
equipment grants to 12 other Nevada schools, and three more
grant awards are pending.
Currently, there are
38 active schools in
Nevada NASP with all
but three located in
Clark County where
the program has
been piloted. To date
more than 11,000
students have had the
Shooting line and targets at first ever NV opportunity to complete
NASP State Tournament the NASP curriculum.
NDOW has received inquiries about NASP from school teachers
in other areas of the state and is currently evaluating the program
to determine how best to move forward given current budgetary
restraints and personnel requirements.
Nevada’s inaugural NASP State Tournament was held just 31/2

Close-up of NBU decal on
the Genesis bows

Equipment contribution to Walter Johnson
Middle School, Las Vegas from Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited with their NV NASP state
champs banner hanging on the wall in the
background

National Tournament. It was the first
time the Silver State was represented.
Nevada’s highest scoring delegate was
Jordan Schultz of Fallon, who scored 288
out of a possible 300 points and finished
in 14th position out of nearly 1,400
seventh and eighth grade shooters.

When it came time for the 2011 Nevada NASP State Tournament,
17 of 37 NASP certified schools brought 335 student archers to
the competition. Those archers
represented schools in the Clark
County and Churchill County
School Districts, and they were
joined by a handful of homeschool students from Pahrump.
After the scores were tallied,
Schultz was once again the
state tournament’s top shooter
with a score of 293, and for the
second time he took home a state
championship bow. Thirteen
tournament participants went on
to the Nationals in Louisville. For
Walter Johnson Middle
seven of those shooters the trip
School: 2011 NV NASP State
Champs Elementary Division
was made possible by yet another
(Elementary division includes
grant from NBU.
4th – 6th grades)
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Premier Destination
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Native Cutthroat Trout stocked in Lake Tahoe
By Teresa Moiola, NDOW, 8/16/2011
For the first time in more than 35 years, the Nevada Department
of Wildlife (NDOW) will be stocking Lake Tahoe with Lahontan
cutthroat trout (LCT), the only trout species native to the Basin.

Wingshooting & Fishing
•
•
•
•

Proven Hunting Dogs
Luxury Accommodations
Corporate & Group Rates
World Renowned Fishing

Over the course of the next few months, approximately 22,000
LCT will be planted in Lake Tahoe with the first stocking events
completed this
week at Cave
Rock boat
launch.
In response to
a growing interest in the Tahoe
area for the
restoration of
native species,
an interagency
team was created to explore opportunities to restore LCT to the
Basin. The team, consisting of biologists from NDOW, California
Department of Fish and Game, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the U.S. Forest Service, among others, identified NDOW’s
stocking efforts at Lake Tahoe as an opportunity to provide anglers with the chance to catch native Lahontan cutthroat trout.
“Our goal is to provide some variety in the sport fishing opportunities at Lake Tahoe,” said Kim Tisdale, the Western Region
Supervising Fisheries Biologist at NDOW. “Traditionally, rainbow
trout have been stocked to support recreational fishing during
the summer months; cutthroat trout will give those fishing at Lake
Tahoe a chance to catch a native trout which hasn’t been available in those waters for a long time.”
The cutthroat trout were raised for over a year at NDOW’s Mason
Valley Hatchery and will be approximately nine inches in length
when stocked. This plant in Lake Tahoe is experimental and staff
will evaluate their performance in the lake as well as angler satisfaction with Lahontan cutthroat trout.
“It will be interesting to see how the cutthroat fare in Lake Tahoe
and how anglers respond to them as it’s been decades since we
have stocked this native fish,” said Tisdale.

Sheldon Fencing Project
Big Game

• Bear, Mt. Lion, Elk, Whitetail & Mule Deer
• Enjoy Our Luxury Lodge or
Remote Horseback Camps
• Special Rates for Youth and Veterans
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Homestake Guzzler Project
Excelsior Mountain Guzzler Project
Bob Downs Memorial Defender Guzzler Project
Moho Mountain Guzzler Project
Table Mountain Guzzler Project
Currant Mountain Guzzler Project

To purchase a fishing license or find a license agent location, visit
www.ndow.org.
The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) protects, restores
and manages fish and wildlife, promotes fishing, hunting and
boating safety. NDOW’s wildlife and habitat conservation efforts
are primarily funded by sportsmen’s license and conservation
fees and a federal surcharge on hunting and fishing gear. Support wildlife and habitat conservation in Nevada by purchasing
a hunting, fishing or combination license. For more information,
visit www.ndow.org

Sand Springs Guzzlers Project

Carlin Antelope Capture Project

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges the
Flying B Ranch as a 31st Annual
Banquet Sponsor
800-472-1945 • Idaho
info@flyingbranch.com • www.flyingbranch.com

Going On The Ground
Your Donations At Work
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Sand Springs North & South Guzzler Projects
Sand Springs South and North

Two improved water development sites
Installed 5,000 gallons of storage for a total of
10,000 gallons
35 NBU Volunteers participated in the two projects

Homestake and Table Mtn. Guzzlers - BLM
Table Mtn.

Replaced the apron fencing and installed a new
stainless steel drinker
Installed two rail drinker fence exclosure
45 NBU Volunteers participated in this project

Homestake - BLM

Complete rebuild for 5,000 gallons of new water
storage
This was a helicopter fly-in project
Installed a new stainless steel drinker
Installed a new apron fence
Installed a new two rail drinker fence exclosure
45 NBU Volunteers participated in this project
Now experiencing record number of bighorn visits!
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Moho Mtn. Guzzler - BLM
Moho Mtn. Guzzler - BLM

This was a complete new project to construct
Construction of this project can be viewed on the
NBU website
6 water holding tanks were installed for a total
7,500 gal. storage capacity
An apron fence and two rail drinker fence were
constructed as well
50 NBU Volunteers participated on this project
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Bob Downs Memorial Defender Guzzler - BLM
Bob Downs Memorial Defender
Guzzler - BLM

New guzzler project with 6 storage tanks installed
for a total 7,500 gal. water capacity
New apron fence and two rail drinker fence was
constructed
60 NBU Volunteers participated on this project
Bob Downs Memorial Defender Guzzler
Bob Downs loved life and lived it
to its fullest. He was passionate
about so many things and truly
lived everyday as if it were his
last. He was an avid hunter, fisherman, and outdoorsman. Chukar
hunting and sheep hunting were at
the top of his list and some of his best
memories were from those outings. He
was a member of Ducks Unlimited, Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation, Safari International,
Wild Sheep Foundation, and of course Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited. He felt NBU did more to help
wildlife than any other organization and absolutely
loved being a volunteer. His philosophy was to
“Take the Good with the Good”. He lost a long and
courageous battle with prostate cancer in October
of 2009 and he is missed by many.
This guzzler and all the wildlife that it benefits
is dedicated to Bob’s memory.
Thank you Bob!
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Excelsior Mtn. Guzzler - BLM

Currant Mtn. Guzzler - US Forest Service
Currant Mtn. Guzzler - US Forest
Service

Excelsior Mtn. Guzzler - BLM

This was the Annual Guzzler Crew Awards Night
Will Stinson was the recipient of the “Breaking Out
Award” presented to the volunteer that is able to
take on any task on a guzzler!
Joe Sellers received the “Guzzler Hall of Famer
Award”!
Benda Stinson receive “The Guzzler Mom Award”!
Donny Caldwell received “The Big Flipper Award”!
Lowell Hunt received “The Little Flipper Award”!
Bernie Crooks receive “The Foetoe Getter Award”!
New guzzler project with 6 tanks installed for a
total 7,500 gal. water storage capacity
New apron fence and two rail drinker fence
constructed
55 NBU Volunteers participated on this project

New guzzler site with 6 tanks installed for a total
7,500 gal. water storage capacity
New apron fence and two rail drinker fence
constructed
45 NBU Volunteers participated on this project

Will Stinson - Breaking Out Award
Brenda Stinson - The Guzzler Mom Award
Donny Caldwell - Big Flipper Award
Lowell Hunt - Little Flipper Award
Bernie Crooks - Foetoe Getter Award
Joe Sellers – Hall of Famer Award
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My Golden Ram Dinner
By Kevin Chadwick, NBU Gold Ram Life Member
I have been attending NBU dinners for twenty plus years. I have
purchased several auction items during those years but I always
thought buying the Golden Ram Dinner would be a great item
since you get a lifetime membership, dinner and a breakfast for 24
of your friends and family. At the 2011 dinner, we were enjoying
our favorite cocktails when the Golden Ram auction was about
to begin. Next thing I knew I was standing up and bidding on the
item. The bidding for the dinner went above my budget and I was
out of the bidding for the Golden Ram Dinner. To my surprise,
one of the NBU Directors came up and asked if I would like to
buy the second Golden Ram Dinner for the bid amount that I had
offered. It took me two seconds to think about it and I jumped at
the offer to purchase the second Golden Ram Dinner and I had
the item I always wanted at the NBU dinner.
A couple of weeks later, I
contacted Mel Belding and
we started planning my
dinner. My first decision
was whether to have Rib
Eye or New York steaks,
which was an easy decision
since Rib Eye’s are my
favorite. Mel and I talked
several times about where
to have the dinner. I needed
to decide if I wanted the dinner to be a
stag event or a couples event. I decided
on a couples event and that made life
around the home front a better place.
Mel and I discussed several places in
Washoe County to have
the dinner. Mel thought he
could reserve the Courtney
Ranch just below Squaw
Creek Reservoir for the
dinner and he did. I have
driven by the ranch for years
and always thought it was
one of the nicest ranch’s
in the Gerlach area. Once you get into the ranch the views are
incredible and it confirms why we live in this great state. A special
thanks goes to Cecil and Lena Courtney for allowing me the use
of their ranch for my Golden Ram Dinner.
Next thing was deciding on a date. It seems I had plans on
almost every weekend and I finally decided on the weekend of
June 25th and 26th and that date was good for Mel and the rest of
the NBU team. I then started calling friends and family members
to fill the list of 24 invited guests. Unfortunately, a couple of
friends had conflicts with that weekend and were unable to attend.
Finally, the weekend arrived and my better half, Leslie, and I left
for the ranch. We arrived at the ranch Friday afternoon. Several
of my friends and family came out Friday evening to get the party
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started. That
evening, I hosted
a Chukar feed for
everyone which
was a great way
to start a fabulous
weekend.
Around 10:00 AM
on Saturday, June
25th, the NBU
crew showed up
and started setting
up for the event.
I was
going to
ask if they
needed
help in
setting
up but after seeing how organized they were I decided
the best thing was to stay out of the way. The rest of my
friends started showing up and I played parking cop trying
to get everyone set up so the real party could start.
We were informed that the bar would open at 1:00 PM
and everyone thought that was a good idea. As usual,
the guys got together and started playing horseshoes
and telling stories. A fair amount of beer, gin &
tonics and Crown Royal were enjoyed. The gals got
together and played cribbage and corn hole. I didn‘t
join them, but I heard they consumed their fair share
of gin & tonics. You would not believe the path that
was worn going to the bar. About 4:00PM the NBU boys started
serving barbequed shrimp (outstanding) and followed that up
with mushrooms stuffed with crab and mushrooms stuffed with
sausage and jalapenos (unbelievable). You had to pace yourself
with the hors d’oeuvres since there was still a dinner coming.
About 5:00PM
the NBU boys
gathered everyone
together and I
was presented
the Lifetime
Membership and
Membership Jacket
by Steve Field,
NBU President. I
must admit, I was
extremely proud to accept this Membership. As it states on the
document when you bid on this item, most of the money goes
to putting sheep on the mountain. As a member of NBU that is
the most important goal of this great organization and again I am
proud to be a member of NBU.

The dinner bell rang and everyone gathered for the
sit down dinner. The dinning area was under shade
covers with lights strung throughout. The tables were
covered with linen and you thought you were at a five
star restaurant. I was guided to the seat of honor and,
to my surprise, there was a Rib Eye that must have
weighed two and one half pounds and covered the
entire plate.
I gave it my best effort and almost ate the entire steak.
NBU out did themselves with the meal, which consisted
of a green salad, asparagus, garlic French fries, baked
beans and a couple of other dishes I didn’t get. Wine
was served with dinner but at that time I was into Crown Royal (I
am not good at mixing Crown and wine in the same evening). The
other Rib Eyes must have been a pound and a half each.
The bar became a hot spot with
Brad Johnston, the mixologist,
making everyone’s favorite
beverage. He was describing
his specialty (Bloody Mary’s)
that featured a piece of bacon
and everyone started placing
their orders for the next morning.
I also heard his Margaritas were
the best. I thought dinner was finished but to my surprise out
came desert, caramel toffee cheese cake. I thought I was full and
could not believe I ate the whole thing.

I am going to thank a lot of people
starting with my friends and family
that were able to attend my Golden
Ram Dinner (you know who you
are and I want to thank you for coming). I would like to thank the
NBU crew starting with Directors: Mel Belding (he made planning
this weekend extremely easy), Steve Field (President), Dan
Price (Director), Dennis Wilson (Vice President), Brett Jefferson
(Journal Editor & Treasurer), Jim Nelson (Past President),
Larry Johnson and Josh Vittori. Volunteers: Jim Jackson, Brad
Johnston and Steve LaForge. Additionally, I would like to offer a
special thank you to Micki Jefferson for taking over one thousand
photos of my Golden Ram Dinner!

As the evening went along, everyone was having a great time.
Then, people started to disappear and I can only assume they
had succumbed to a food coma or thought they might get an
early start on finding their sleeping bags. Finally, the NBU boys
started getting ready for bed and we shut the party down. I don’t
remember what time it was but I think it was late.
Morning arrived and everyone was bright eyed and bushy tailed
(just kidding) as the line at the bar was at least 4 deep. Brad’s
Bloody Mary’s were just the right ticket, one was not enough and
two was maybe too many. Brad was quite impressed with the
amount of liquor that was consumed the day before. Breakfast
was served at 9:00AM and I could not believe that I was hungry.
Breakfast consisted of bacon, sausage, steak, fried potatoes,
scrambled eggs with cheese and toast. Again to my surprise, this
group ate everything.
Slowly, everyone started to break camp. It is amazing how the
NBU boys can breakdown this setup as quickly as they can set it
up. As people started to leave, everyone thanked the NBU boys
for a truly outstanding event. The last of my friends and family
left the ranch around 3:00 PM. Leslie and I stayed that night and
reflected on what a wonderful weekend we had with friends and
family as well as our new friends the NBU crew.
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form
When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



You have a choice of membership levels:


Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible, please consult your accountant.



Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram



Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________

NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding and
NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-one years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, quite possibly the country! Through the support of
our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects; water development and enhancement
projects; Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control;
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW;
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs;
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies; supported
sound science predator control programs; awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums; as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having about 9,900 bighorn sheep within our borders.
That is more bighorn sheep than any other state in the lower
48! NBU has been largely responsible for transplanting bighorn

sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in Nevada that bighorn
call home. But NBU is not only about wild sheep! Through the
donations and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased opportunities to
hunt big and small game animals, as well as otherwise enjoying
Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU to continue to perpetuate our mission to
protect and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen,
outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.

~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
Wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:


Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!

Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.



Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.

Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________
Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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To All,
With all the hard work... multiple blown out tires... broken drive lines... big
trailers that just barely get the materials to the site... taking the “wrong turns”...
truck keys locked inside the cab... and all the great times back at camp... there
is nothing like capturing images like
these that say... “Thank you for all
your dedication and tireless efforts to
provide water for wildlife! Yesterday,
today and tomorrow.”
~ Andy & Brenda Stinson
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