~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~

Lookin Back....

NBU Journal . Volume 28 . Number 2

1

Editor’s Notes

President’s Message
Dear Members,

NBU Journal
is published
quarterly by:

W

elcome to the summer issue of the new NBU Journal!
Not only have we changed the name of our newsletter, but
we have changed the format as well to better reflect the
content and quality of this periodical which documents the
history and accomplishments of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited.
We hope that you enjoy this new enhanced issue format. I
would like to thank all of you for helping to make my job as editor
easier by supplying me with outstanding stories from your hunting
experiences, as well as Bernie Crooks and Andy Stinson for all of
their great photography and trail cam pictures. Thank you all for
your support of this journal!

Andy

P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
A non-profit, tax-exempt
organization incorporated
under Nevada State Law.
Bernie

The 31st Annual NBU Fundraising Banquet is now one for the books. What a great event!
As always this summer issue is a reflection on the banquet, an opportunity to thank our
volunteers and donors, as well as all of you that attended and contributed to make our 31st
banquet a memorable success. If it were not for you, the NBU member at large contributing
to this organization, NBU could not have become one of the leading volunteer wildlife
conservation organizations in the country. We hope that you enjoy this post banquet tribute
issue – and accept our gratitude and thanks for your support.
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited extends our congratulations to Gray Thornton, Wild Sheep
Foundation President & C.E.O., for being honored by receiving the Guide Outfitter
Association of British Columbia’s “President’s Award” on April 1, 2011 at the G.O.A.B.C.
Annual Meeting in Victoria, B.C. The award was presented by G.O.A.B.C. President Mark
Werner for Gray’s twenty-one plus years of service to the guide and outfitter community.
Gray joins his good friend, John J. Jackson, III, as the only Americans honored with this
prestigious award. Congratulations Gray! We appreciate all that you have done and
continue do every day to put more sheep on the mountain!

Speaking of bighorn sheep and mountains, NBU’s water development project season is in
full swing and managing director Mel Belding has a full slate of projects for volunteers to
enhance habitat for not only wild bighorn sheep, but all of Nevada’s wildlife. Please see the
Event Calendar in this issue for the tentative project schedule. Up-dates and preplanning
notices will come via email or on NBU’s Facebook page. If you would like to become a
volunteer please visit and sign up on the NBU website at http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org.
You will receive email information on projects from NBU 1st Vice President and Volunteer
Coordinator Steve Field (SteveField@MSMSheetMetal.com).
By the time this issue hits your mail box, the Nevada big game applications will already have
been due. We wish all of you the best of luck on your tag drawings! Please let us know what
you think of the new NBU Journal and have a wonderful summer with your family and friends.
Brett Jefferson
NBU Journal Editor
Phone: (775) 352-7003
Email: BKJefferson@TriStateLtd.com
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Like all the NBU presidents
before me I am utterly amazed
how fast my two-year term has
passed by and that we already
have another fundraising
banquet behind us. This year’s
event was my ninth and I still
am amazed by what a group
NBU President Mike Bertoldi of dedicated and motivated
volunteers can accomplish. It has truly been an honor for me to
be the president of such an outstanding grassroots organization.
Our 31st annual fundraiser on March 25th was an incredibly
successful event thanks to all of you who were in attendance, the
generosity of our sponsors and donors, and the hard work of our
volunteers and directors. Even with some very bad weather and
road conditions we served an all-time record 1909 dinners and
our gross receipts will be the 2nd best ever in our 31 year history.
That is an amazing tribute to our supporters that in spite of the
weather and our still struggling economy we were able to turn out
that many people and generate that much money for Nevada’s
wildlife. Thank you all who attended for your continued support.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors and
donors of this year’s event. We had three Gold Level Sponsors
($10,000.00 or more), Henry Repeating Arms, Scheel’s and
Xtreme Green Products and two Silver Level Sponsors ($5,000
or more), Cabela’s and
Flying B Ranch. We
had several major
donors, Zeiss Optics
and Trijicon represented
by The Evan’s Group,
EL Cord Foundation,
Sitka Gear, Arctic Red
River Outfitters, African
Arrow Safari’s, David
Denies, NAPA Stores
in Redding, California
& Reno/Sparks, Utgard
Tours, Northern Air
Trophies, Wild Sheep
Foundation, Alpine
Darin Elmore and Mike Bertoldi Hearing Center, Nevada
Outfitters, Nevada High Desert Outfitters, Caravan Camper, The
Peppermill, The Safe Place, Brett & Micki Jefferson, Eureka Peak
Lodge and Outfitters, and to all of you who are too numerous to
mention that were recognized in the banquet program for donating
from $50 to $1,500. Last but not least a very special thank you to
Jeremy Page whose incredibly generous donation of the Nevada
Heritage California Bighorn Tag enabled NBU to raise $55,000 in
our auction. That is by far the largest single fundraiser donation in
our history. Not to mention Jeremy’s generous on-the-fly donation
of an additional ten Henry .22 Cal. Golden Boys for the Youth Gun
Drawing in the middle of the banquet.

This year’s event also featured a memorial to Maison T Ortiz who
tragically died in a snowboarding accident this January. Maison
was the 15 year old son of long time NBU Member Tom Ortiz and
the grandson of former Board Member Larry Hicks. NBU has
established a memorial fund in Maison’s name which will be used
to further youth involvement in hunting, fishing, and other outdoor
activities.
The 32nd annual fundraising banquet date is set so mark your
calendars for Friday, April 6th at the Peppermill. For those of you
that could not attend this year we hope to see you next year.
Our annual Support Group Appreciation Dinner and Custer Shoot
to recognize the hard work of all of our volunteers will be held on
Friday, May 13th at Sage Hill Gun Club. If you did not get your
tickets at the banquet setup and teardown you will be able to get
them at the event.
There is not much good news to report regarding the bighorn die
off in the East Humboldt and Ruby mountain ranges. Helicopter
surveys were recently conducted in both ranges during which 31
total sheep were spotted from the air, 11 of those rams. If you
do the math that is over a 90% loss of the 340 sheep estimated
in 2009. The Mountain Goat populations are also being affected
as the kid to adult ratio dropped sharply from 30% last summer
to 10% this spring. All we can do now is wait and study the
remaining animals to see if and when it is over. NBU continues
to support NDOW in their efforts to gather as much scientific
data as possible. We are committed to restoring the sheep
populations in these mountain ranges, but only after
we have a
reasonable
assurance that
the risks of this
type of disease
outbreak in
the future are
understood
and minimized.
The good news
for Nevada is
that we still have
over 9,000 wild
sheep and most
of our populations
are healthy and growing. Last year NDOW was able to offer 272
bighorn tags which is an incredible success story for all of us to
share in.
We are well into a very aggressive volunteer projects season
which we anticipate will run into July this year with some possible
projects in the early fall. Right now there are three guzzler
projects scheduled for May and three more for June as well
as a spring fencing project on the Sheldon. To stay up on the
scheduling changes for all volunteer projects please register as a
volunteer through the NBU website, follow NBU on our Facebook
page and stay in contact with our Vice President and volunteer
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coordinator Steve Field at stevefield@
msmsheetmetal.com. You can also
call the NBU phone message machine
(775) 323-1177 and leave your contact
information. By registering on our
volunteer database you will be notified
via e-mail about all upcoming projects
and events.

or upgrade your NBU membership on
this page. Please check it out and let
us what you think. For those of you on
Facebook the NBU-Reno page now has
326 friends! You will find an incredible
amount of useful information regarding
sportsmen’s topics and wildlife on our
Facebook page.
Well, that’s about it. This will be my last
NBU President’s Message as I will turn
over the reins to Vice President Steve
Field in June and become what every NBU President wants to
become after two years… the Past President. Good luck in the
Nevada tag draw and I hope to see you at an upcoming NBU
project or event.
Sincerely,

“Henry rifles will only be
made in America or they
won’t be made at all.”
Anthony Imperato

President of Henry Repeating Arms

On the technology front we finally have our website “Shop
NBU” link up and operational featuring some exciting new NBU
logoed merchandise as some old favorites. You can also renew

Mike Bertoldi
President
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Henry .22 Lever Frontier Model with Octagonal Barrel.
An affordable, beautiful rifle with superior tack-driving accuracy. Crafted
by American workers for American shooting enthusiasts.

Henry Golden Boy .22 LR /.22 Mag / .17HMR

May 13-14
		

Nevada Commission on Wildlife Meeting in Reno
Big Game Status Report and Quota setting

May 14-15
		
		

Defender Guzzler (Tentative Date)
Contact Mel Belding at guzlr@sbcglobal.net
for more information

May 14 & 15
		
		
		

Monte Cristo #1 Joint NBU & Fraternity of the 		
Desert Bighorn Guzzler Project (Tentative Date)
Contact Mel Belding at guzlr@sbcglobal.net
for more information

May 28-29
		
		

Excelsior’s Mtn. Guzzler Project (Tentative Date)
Contact Mel Belding at guzlr@sbcglobal.net
for more information

June 24-25
		
		

Nevada Commission on Wildlife Meeting in Eureka
Set/Revise Upland Game and Furbearer Seasons
and Limits

July 8-10
		
		

Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp
Contact Mike Bertoldi for more information at
(775) 323-1177

August 12-13 Nevada Commission on Wildlife Meeting in Fallon
		
Set/Revise Upland Waterfowl Seasons and Limits
September 23-24 Nevada Commission on Wildlife Meeting in
		
Las Vegas
		
Set/Revise Fishing Regulations

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at
June 4-5
Sheldon Fencing (Tentative Date)
www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org
		
Contact Mel Belding at guzlr@sbcglobal.net
		
for more information
For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet, please contact any Board member
or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.
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Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum / 45C / .357 Mag

Henry Acu-Bolt .22 LR / .22 Mag / .17 HMR

Henry U.S. Survival .22 LR

It’s not a prideful boast. It’s a solemn oath from all of us at Henry Repeating
Arms. Every Henry rifle is and always will be made in America by American
workers. Decent, hard working folks like you who take great pride in their work.
We won’t follow the path of other manufacturers who have their products made
overseas and slap their name on them. When you read the rollmark on the barrel
of a Henry, it’s going to read Made in the USA.
We start with only the finest ingredients - gun barrel quality steel from
Ohio, genuine American walnut from Missouri and Iowa, steel castings from
Wisconsin and brass components from Pennsylvania. We manufacture a rifle
that you will be proud to own – with the smoothest action, flawless reliability,
and pinpoint accuracy. Made in America with the same integrity as the Henry
rifle President Lincoln owned.
We are a family owned business and we stand
behind every rifle that leaves our plant. You will find
our customer service second to none, and we’ll do
whatever it takes to guarantee your complete
satisfaction.
We invite you to become part of the Henry
family. Please order our free catalog, which includes
information about our rifles, a list of dealers in your
area and a free Henry decal.

For a FREE color catalog
visit www.henryrifles.com
or call Toll Free (866) 200-2354
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Henry Repeating Arms as a 31st Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Partial Delisting of Wolves Included In FY 2011
Budget Agreement in U.S. Congress

Chief of U.S. Forest Service Elects Not to Review
Payette N. F. Bighorn Sheep Decision

Gray Thornton, President & C.E.O.
Wild Sheep Foundation Release Date: April 13th 2011

Release Date: April 8, 2011
Contact: Laura Pramuk (208) 634-0784 cell: (208) 634-6945
McCall, ID - The Associate Deputy Chief of the U. S. Forest
Service, James Pena announced on Wednesday that he has
elected not to exercise discretionary review of the Appeal
Reviewing Officer Jerome Perez’s decision concerning the
appeals on the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (FSEIS) and Forest Plan Amendment Identifying
Suitable Rangeland for Domestic Sheep and Goat Grazing
to Maintain Habitat for Viable Bighorn Sheep Populations
Record of Decision (ROD). Associate Deputy Chief Pena as the
reviewing officer for the Chief was asked to exercise the option of
discretionary review by some of the appellants to the ROD, which
was signed by Forest Supervisor Suzanne Rainville on July 20,
2010. This action constitutes the final administrative determination
of the United States Department of Agriculture on this issue.
This decision amended the 2003 Forest Plan to identify suitable
rangeland for domestic sheep and goat grazing to maintain
habitat for viable bighorn sheep populations. Alternative 7O
modified was selected. This alternative reduced suitable grazing
lands beginning in 2010. Suitable grazing lands will be further
reduced as described in Alternative 7P this year and as described
in Alternative 7N in 2012, and as described in 7O in 2013 and
beyond.

the state and tribes continued thru
January 2010 and representation
from the states and tribes was reverified halfway through the process.
The Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement was
made available to the public in September 2008. The comment
period closed in March 2009. In January 2010 the Update to the
DSEIS was made available to the public for a 45 day comment
period. During both comment periods the Forest Service
conducted several public meetings. The Forest received approx.
26,000 comments during the comment periods for the DSEIS and
Update.
For further background information visit the Payette National
Forest website at www.fs.usda.gov/payette.

Background

The Southwest Idaho Ecogroup Land and Resource Management
Plans’ (LRMP) Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and
Record of Decision (ROD) were completed in July 2003. The
Intermountain Regional Forester received five appeals of the
decision to implement Alternative 7 as described in the ROD.
On March 9, 2005, the Chief of the Forest Service reversed the
Intermountain Regional Forester’s 2003 decision. To address
the issue of bighorn sheep viability, the Regional Forester was
instructed to reanalyze bighorn sheep viability of the PNF; amend
the FEIS accordingly; and evaluate and adopt as necessary,
changes to the Forest Plan management direction for the Hells
Canyon Management Area and adjacent areas. Specifically, the
Regional Forester was instructed to complete a supplement to the
FEIS.
The Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS)
discloses the analysis of the effects of current and proposed
management on the Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep viability
within the PNF.
Cooperating status was requested and granted in August 2007
to the States of Idaho, Oregon, and Washington and the Tribal
governments of the Nez Perce, Shoshone-Bannock, ShoshonePaiute and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Reservation so they could act as technical experts, bring their
knowledge and data to the analysis, inform the Forest Service
of pertinent policy expertise, provide comments, and review
information during the development of the FSEIS. Meetings with

6

NBU Journal . Volume 28 . Number 2

Take it up a notch!

Join NBU-Reno as a Outfitter
or Corporate Member!
Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain
Nevada’s wildlife.
Outfitter Members and Corporate Members receive
a listing in each issue of the NBU Journal as well as
acknowledgement on the NBU-Reno website.
Consider supporting Nevada’s Wildlife
at these new membership levels.
See page 38 for more details!
~ Thank you! ~

(Washington, DC) - A coalition of the nation’s largest hunting
and conservation organizations cautiously welcomed a provision
championed by Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus (CSC) member
Rep. Mike Simpson of Idaho and CSC Senate Co-Chair, Sen. Jon
Tester of Montana, to remove the gray wolf from the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) as part of a the FY 2011 budget agreement to
fund the federal government through the end of the fiscal year.
The coalition includes the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation,
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Wild Sheep Foundation, Boone
and Crockett Club, National Rifle Association, Safari Club
International, and Pope and Young Club.
The groups support this initial step toward state management
of recovered wolves and the clear assertion by Congress that
recovered wildlife should be delisted from ESA. The groups also
note that other states have recovered wolf populations, and urge
Congress to actively pursue delisting for those states as well.
The Simpson-Tester rider directs the Secretary of Interior to reissue
the latest (2009) ruling declaring the wolf recovered and returning
management to state agencies in Montana and Idaho, as well
as portions of Utah, Washington and Oregon. Additionally, the
provision precludes further lawsuits and preserves the decision
made by U.S. District Judge Alan Johnson in November 2010,
that the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) wrongfully rejected
Wyoming’s wolf management plan.
“This agreement is only the first step in returning management
of the gray wolf back to state authority where it belongs,” said
Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation President Jeff Crane.
“Thanks to the leadership of the bipartisan Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus, a concrete move towards delisting has been
taken, and certain states will once again have authority to manage
wolves in the near future.”
Dr. Larry Rudolph, President of Safari Club International, said “We
are pleased that the work of this important coalition has yielded a
historical precedent from Congress to cut off the endless litigation
and return recovered populations of wolves to state management.”
Federal management goals were met for northern Rockies and
Great Lakes wolf populations at least 10 years ago and wolves now
number at least five times over the federal goals. Federal officials
at the USFWS have attempted delisting three times in the Rockies
and Great Lakes and - despite the clear achievement of recovery
- each attempt was turned back to the USFWS on questions of
process.
The coalition noted that the Congressional mandate applies to only
a part of the area where wolves have exceeded recovery goals.
Wyoming is still required to work out a wolf management plan that
is acceptable to the USFWS. Only parts of Washington, Oregon,
and Utah are included although wolves are moving further into

Foundation
those states. The Western Great Lakes area is excluded from the
provision, where a fourth round of rulemaking is expected to begin
soon.
Chris Cox, Executive Director of the National Rifle Association
Institute for Legislative Action, said “We are pleased with this
important step and hope that opponents of delisting have gotten the
message that Congress is sending. We will be closely watching the
pending delisting in the Western Great Lakes, and if it too becomes
bogged down in endless litigation, we will be back on Capitol Hill to
push for further action.”
“It is unwise to try the same thing over and expect a different
result,” said Gray Thornton, President & CEO of the Wild Sheep
Foundation (WSF.) “We’ve seen three times already that this
process is unclear and causes – as Judge Donald Molloy described
it – ‘turmoil of legal issues with practical management issues’.
This is a problem only Congress can fix. Congress has now fixed
part of the Rockies and the Northwest. Turmoil will continue until
Congress completes the job in the northern Rockies, including
Wyoming, the Northwest, the Great Lakes region, and anywhere
else where wolf populations are recovered.” “WSF will continue to
aggressively work with Congress and our conservation partners to
return wolf management to those agencies best suited to manage
them - state managers in wolf recovered states.” Thornton added.
The wolf delisting agreement in the FY 2011 budget came on the
heels of U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy in Montana ruling against
a settlement proposal by environmental groups that would have
returned wolf management temporarily to Idaho and Montana only.
In order to return all recovered wolf populations to state managers,
the coalition supports and encourages further efforts in Congress
and the Administration until a comprehensive fix is complete.
The Wild Sheep Foundation, formerly the Foundation for North
American Wild Sheep (FNAWS,) was founded in 1977 by wild
sheep conservationists and enthusiasts. With a membership
of more than 8,000 worldwide and a chapter network in North
America, WSF is the premier advocate for wild sheep, wild goats,
other mountain wildlife, and their habitat. Since forming in 1977,
the Wild Sheep Foundation has raised and expended more than
$85 million on conservation, education and conservation advocacy
programs in North America, Europe and Asia. These and other
efforts have resulted in a five-fold increase in bighorn sheep
populations in North America from their historic 1970s lows.
For more information on the Foundation, its 2012 Convention
in Reno, Nevada and their many conservation and education
programs, please visit www.wildsheepfoundation.org or contact
them at 720 Allen Avenue, Cody, Wyoming 82414 USA. Telephone
307-527-6261. Email info@wildsheepfoundation.org.
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Foundation
2011 Grass Roots Award & Outstanding Achievement Awards
Grass Roots Award
The late Gordon Eastman of “Eastman’s
Outdoor World” created the “Grass Roots
Award” to be presented at the WSF Annual
Convention. His intention was to honor the
hard-working members of our Chapters
and Affiliates that get almost no recognition
for their unending work toward maintaining
the existence of North American wild
sheep to further the purpose of putting
and keeping sheep on the mountain. The
“Grass Roots Award” is just that, a person
who is not recognized by fame or fortune,
but by sincere hard work dedicated to
his/her Chapter or Affiliate.

Kristie Belding and her father Mel

At the Wild Sheep Foundation’s Sheep Show held in Reno last
February the Wild Sheep Foundation recognized two Wild Sheep
Foundation and NBU members who epitomize the altruism and
selfless dedication to wild sheep and the habitat they depend on.
The first recipient was Mel Belding, nominated by WSF Affiliate
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited. Mel fits the Grass Roots Award
criteria to a tee having rightfully earned the nickname “Mr.
Guzzler.”

Mel’s Bighorn Sheep Hunt:
(top left to right) Jerry Walton, Jim Jackson & Rick Smith
(kneeling left to right) Brian Jensen, Mel Belding,
Lowell Hunt & Andy Bates

For the past 10 years Mel has worked on virtually every volunteer
project NBU has conducted. He has participated in building over
50 water developments, numerous fencing projects, and more
than a dozen trap and transplant projects. In 2006 Mel was the
recipient of the “Dick Kindred NBU Volunteer for Wildlife Annual
Award” as the volunteer of the year and in 2008 he received the
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The last ram we saw was the largest Nevada desert ram I
have ever seen. It was a special event for me to see that ram
with a man who worked to make the Desert Bighorn a special
and prominent species in Nevada. When I began working with
sheep, I felt I had reached an elite level in our Department. I
had become one of George’s guys. It is still a source of pride.

While George’s career was not just about bighorn sheep I have
focused on them because that’s why we are all here.

In addition to his love for Nevada, wild sheep, and wildlife in
general George’s first love has always been for his family,
wife Sharon and daughter Darcie, who were with him when he
received his award.

“Wayne E. Kirch Nevada Wildlife Conservation Award” which is
given by Nevada Department of Wildlife annually.

As George’s biography was being prepared to submit to WSF
for this award, we had the opportunity to talk with several of the
people he worked closely with at NDOW. We were struck by the
respect and admiration they still have for George.

Congratulations to Mel Belding winner of the 2011 Gordon
Eastman Grass Roots Award winner Mel Belding!

This is a quote from former NDOW Biologist, Nevada Wildlife
Commissioner, and a winner of this award last year Jim Jeffress:

Outstanding Achievement Award

George was a great a biologist as well as a great administrator.
His mind was wired to identify what the risk factors were and
how do to address or neutralize them. He was a problem solver
who generated positive results for wildlife throughout his career.
George, in my opinion, was one of the best biologists
in the history of NDOW. A great biologist does not
necessarily have the tools to be a great administrator,
but George was the package deal for Nevada.

The Wild Sheep Foundation Outstanding Achievement
Award recognizes his/her outstanding contributions to wildlife
conservation.

Mel Belding, NBU President Mike Bertoldi and WSF
President Gray Thornton

George became enamored with the Desert Bighorn Sheep. He
moved to Reno in 1972 to become NDOW’s Staff Specialist for
Waterfowl, and later in ‘75 Staff Specialist for Big Game. George
was NDOW’s Chief of Game from 1982 to 1995. During that time
he was the driving force in developing Nevada’s Bighorn Sheep
program. He did so doing what truly great managers do, by
empowering his biologists, holding them accountable, promoting
teamwork, and working behind the scenes to help them succeed.
George was a visionary that encouraged his biologists to think
outside the box. He also encouraged collaboration with other
states and Nevada NGO’s like Nevada Bighorns Unlimited and
the Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn. During George’s watch 36
bighorn water developments were built in Southern and Central
Nevada allowing Desert Bighorn populations to thrive where few
had lived before. In that time Desert Bighorns were transplanted
into 28 Nevada mountain ranges and supplied the states of
Colorado, Texas and Utah with source stock. Numerous water
developments were also built in Northern Nevada and Rocky
Mountain and California Bighorns were aggressively reintroduced
to their native Mountain Ranges. The results were the strong
foundation for today’s incredibly successful Bighorn Sheep
management program that was able to offer 272 bighorn hunting
opportunities this year in Nevada.

Despite being one of the driest states in the U.S., Nevada
now has over 9,000 wild sheep, more than any other state in
the lower 48. This is the result of a strong collaboration and
working relationship between our Department of Wildlife, other
governmental agencies, and volunteer wildlife and sportsmen’s
groups. This effort also required the work of leaders with great
vision and determination. The WSF Outstanding Achievement
Award honors the outstanding achievements of one of those
leaders.
George Tsukamoto started his career with the Nevada
Department of Fish and Game in 1962. He quickly moved up
the ladder as a game biologist and in 1969 he was promoted
to Supervising Game Biologist in Las Vegas. It was there that

Because Desert Sheep hunting opportunities were so infrequent
back in the 70’s and 80’s there was not a lot of information about
actually hunting them. In 1983 George addressed that need by
publishing “Hunting the Desert Ram”. That is one of the definitive
works for hunters in identifying ram class at a glance and is still
used for Nevada’s bighorn sheep hunting indoctrinations.
After leaving NDOW in 1995 George moved to Washington State
and finished his very distinguished career as a biologist and
administrator with the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife.
Their gain was definitely Nevada’s loss. He retired in 2005 and
returned to his beloved Nevada.
George was also one of the founding members of the Nevada
Record Book and still serves on that Committee. He has been an
official B&C scorer for over 30 years.

It’s said that “a great leader will be remembered for the
differences they make in other people’s lives”. George Tsukamoto
was a great leader and truly worthy of the recognition this award
will bring.
Congratulations George Tsukamoto, Winner of Wild Sheep
Foundation’s 2011 Outstanding Achievement Award. A man who
is a living legend in the Nevada wildlife management community,
and who has literally put sheep on the mountain!

Another quote from NDOW Biologist Craig Stevenson:
I had the pleasure of having George as my observer
on a helicopter survey of the Muddy Mountains in
1992. That range meant something to George since
he had harvested a 12-year-old ram there in 1978.
Sheep were pretty hard to find back then, but the six
added water developments were having their effect.
We counted 394 sheep in six hours of flying and
the excitement in George’s voice was apparent with
each big ram and each group of ewes and lambs.

WSF Immediate Past Chairman Dan Boone, George Tsukamoto, NBU President Mike Bertoldi and
WSF President Gray Thornton
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Will’s Lion

The 2011 Dick Kindred Volunteer for Wildlife Award

By Larry Johnson, NBU Director
Will Carrasco is like many of our outstanding Nevada youth; 16
years old, ranch raised, and lives to hunt. He is a junior at Smith
Valley High School and past student-body president. He is very
active in 4H, and is well known for his show lambs. He comes
from a hunting family, with ranching relatives in California, that
has allowed him to hunt more big game (mostly feral hogs) than
most kids his age. He has harvested mule deer, antelope, elk,
many hogs, and now a great mountain lion trophy. In all, he has
taken 13 big game animals. Oh – and by the way, Will has been
confined to a wheel chair his entire life!
When Will was diagnosed with a rare
nerve disease at three months old, his
parents, Ray and Liz, vowed to give
their son every chance at a full life, and
have they followed through! Will can
often be seen on the country lane in
front of their ranch exercising his show
lambs tethered in line, like a pack string
of mules, led by Will in his electric cart.
If he only had miniature pack saddles,
he could head for the hills! His dad,
Ray, carries Will in front of him on his
cow horse, strapping
Will to his chest with
Velcro, while he team
ropes! Will’s bedroom
doubles as his trophy
room that would be the
envy of most adults!

leapfrogging ahead to other jeep trails where the lion had crossed.
When the dogs were turned out in the bitter cold, the lion was
jumped in just a few minutes and the chase was short – only
30 minutes. The lion was huge and with a definite bad attitude.
From the nearest jeep trail Will was carried to the treed lion with
friends carrying his rifle. Will and his dad set up only 30 to 40
feet away – Will was scared that the lion would jump out of the
tree onto him! Dogs were climbing the tree trying to get to the
lion, which was snarling viciously. The shot was true, and the
hunt was over except for pictures and
congratulations. Will claims that most
of his sore muscles the next day came
from guys pounding him on the back!
Greg Koehl, of Koehl’s Taxidermy, has
generously donated a full body mount
of Will’s lion which will definitely make
the Nevada Record Book and may
qualify for Boone and Crockett.

I first met Will and his
dad two years ago on
an antelope hunt in
Eureka sponsored by
Nevada Outdoorsmen
in Wheelchairs. They
described how Will
shoots a rifle by sitting
Ray and Will Carrasco
in his dad’s lap, resting
the rifle on Will’s shoulder, instructing his dad to align the scope
up-up-left-a little more left-a hair down-no, back up–a hair right–
right on–now! - and his dad pulls the trigger! My initial reaction
was “this ain’t gonna work”, but when the moment of truth came,
pow! - one shot, 225 yards, clean kill! A great buck. Boy was I
impressed!
Now for the lion hunt. On February 27 this year, Will and Ray
were up at 4:30 a.m. and travelling north of Reno to join guide
Mitch Bailey and his friends Niegel and Ryan. Will and his
dad were also joined by long-time family friend Sean Marlow.
Mitch had located the tracks of a female lion the evening before
in the fresh snow and the plan was to put hounds out on the
tracks the next morning. Much to the delight of the hunters it
was discovered that a large male had joined the female during
the night. The guides were able to “freshen up” the tracks by
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We wish Will all the luck in his future life, career, and hunts.
Actually, luck has little to do with it, because Will displays an
indomitable spirit in which there are no limits. He can become
anything and can do anything he chooses, simply because he has
the will and the courage to succeed!
Editor’s Note: Great Job Will! Congratulations!

Dick Kindred was a great family man, a fine businessman in our community, a friend to many, a wonderful Nevadan,
and a passionate supporter of NBU, wildlife, and habitat. Dick loved his family and friends, and he loved to hunt and
fish. Upon his death, the family asked that all contributions be made in Dick’s name to Nevada Bighorns Unlimited.
Because of the generous support we have received from the many that cherish the memory of Dick Kindred, we are
pleased to perpetuate the Dick Kindred Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Volunteer for Wildlife Annual Award. This award is
given annually to one or two individuals who have demonstrated extraordinary commitments to NBU and the projects
it completes with volunteer assistance. While NBU will continue to express its sincere appreciation for the work of
all individuals who lend their time and energy to getting the work done, the Board of Directors of Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited wants to recognize certain individuals who go far beyond what one could reasonably expect in assistance
to the organization. Each individual recipient is presented an individual award and their names are engraved on a
perpetual award plaque maintained by NBU.
The Board of Directors also expresses its deep gratitude to the friends and family of Dick Kindred
whose generosity made this important award possible. We congratulate and extend our sincere gratitude to this year’s
Dick Kindred Volunteer for Wildlife Award Winners, Kelly Dalen and Lowell Hunt.

Kelly Dalen
Kelly Dalen
personifies the
spirit of an NBU
volunteer. She has
for years worked
diligently in the
quiet shadow of her
NBU President Mike Bertoldi and Kelly Dalen
husband Eric. Kelly
ran the NBU merchandise store, developed new products, and
maintained our inventory while dealing with every whim and want
of the numerous directors who have passed through the board
during her tenure. Kelly always worked hard, had a smile on her
face and never asked for any thanks, or recognition. Just doing
her job and supporting NBU was enough.

wearing the NBU gear of your choice, odds are that Kelly likely
found it, ordered it, picked it up, stored it and moved it a couple
dozen times prior to you owning it! She has always thought “what
would be best for NBU” first, has worked quietly and thanklessly.
Thank you Kelly for all you have done and continue to do! We are
forever grateful, and we do appreciate all do! Congratulations on
receiving the 2011 Dick Kindred Volunteer for Wildlife Award!

Lowell Hunt

Kelly personalized the NBU merchandise store you see at the
annual banquet and made significant contributions to the ideas
that have led to its growth. Most of us have no idea how much
time, organization skills and commitment this takes. Just moving
all the merchandise to the Peppermill, along with the store
infrastructure, organizing it for the one night action, then tearing
it all down and returning it to storage requires a herculean effort.
Kelly prepared for this and started working out months in advance
so she would be able to lift and move the boxes, and meet the
demand required of her position. Now that’s dedication!

Lowell Hunt is
a retired heavy
equipment operator
from Reno and has
been a very serious
volunteer at all NBU
projects for years.
NBU Director Larry Johnson, Lowell Hunt and
Lowell can be found
NBU President Mike Bertoldi
with Mel Belding
usually the week before a project is scheduled digging the holes
for the tanks, leveling a spot for the new ground apron to be built
or fixing a road so that the needed materials can be transported
to the site. Lowell has not missed a guzzler build or rebuild in the
past 4 years and is now enjoying the Friday Night Fires before the
workday. He usually brings enough firewood along with him to
burn for days. Lowell’s fire wood is appreciated by all to say the
least.

Kelly was always there, willing to drop whatever she had going
on to run tickets, or items to various NBU functions. She has
been involved with every set up and tear down of this event for
the last 15 plus years, always one of the first to show up, and the
last to leave. She has given up her living room floor and time
with family to staple tickets into hats, to store new merchandise
and to care for other NBU kids while the rest of us played.
Whatever was asked Kelly did. Last year her husband Eric was
honored with this very same award for countless hours, dollars
and personal equipment he has donated to NBU. Often, when
Eric was working for NBU, Kelly was by his side helping. It’s true
that behind every great man there stands a great woman, and
NBU is blessed to have found the Dalen family. So when you’re

Last year Lowell assisted in the delivery of much needed water to
a few guzzlers in the North and was as much at home dragging
fire hose uphill as he was running dozer or excavator. He can
always be found around the camp cooking, keeping the kitchen
cleaned up long before messes are made. The Sunday Morning
Breakfast at guzzler projects is now famous because of his
excellent egg cracking and scrambling and his ability to cook
4 pounds of bacon and 2 pounds of sausage on the grill and
still keep up with the cleaning. NBU is very fortunate to have a
man of this caliber on the volunteer crew and will always wonder
how he can keep it up at 73 years young. Thanks Lowell and
congratulations on receiving the 2011 Dick Kindred Volunteer of
Wildlife Award!
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The First Legal Elk Harvested in Nevada
By Tom Dotson, 2009
This is the history of how elk arrived in Nevada, dates, names and
places and of the first elk to be harvested in season in October
1946.
According to Jay Lawson, the chief game warden for 20 years for
the State of Wyoming, 32 elk in the winter of 1932 were shipped
from Yellowstone River at the north end of Yellowstone Park,
Jackson, Wyoming by rail.
According to Asay Johnson, who was the plan supervisor at
Kennecott Copper Corporation in McGill, Nevada, the elk were
transported by the Union Pacific Railroad to Salt Lake City, Utah.
They were hauled via Western Pacific Railroad to Cobre, Nevada
and further transferred by the Nevada Northern Railroad to the
East Ely Stockyards, arriving in Ely in the winter of 1932.
THE ELK ARE HERE! THE ELK ARE HERE!
These are the sounds that rang up and down Steptoe Valley near
Ely, Nevada in 1932. I was seven years old. The excitement was
overwhelming. The hunters at the Berry Creek Deer Lodge in
Duck Creek Valley and Upper Berry Creek had chipped in their
own cash to purchase some elk out of Wyoming. The following
men sponsored bring the original elk herd to Nevada:
Charlie Farr
Harold Farr		
Harry Williams		 Walt Inwood		
E C Jacklyn (of New York) 		
Willard Hale (a.k.a. Alabama) 		
Doctor Bottle		 Doctor Hovenden

front of the McGill post office, get the mail and the Denver Post,
then he was off to the McGill Club to have a couple of boiler
makers before heading home. One time Al McCubbin tapped him
on the shoulder standing at the bar and said, “Tim, you’d better
get that load of wood home. It is bleeding all over the street.”
My dad generously shared the meat with needy families. It was
tough during the Depression. Sadly my dad’s eyes went bad in
the late 30’s and he couldn’t see to hunt anymore. At a young
age I was very fortunate to have two older friends who were
brothers take me under their wing: Vern and Dale Cottrell, Dale
better known as Snort. Vern and I hunted together well into our
old age. Vern was with my family on his last antelope hunt when
he was in his late 70’s.
But back in the 40’s in charge of regulating the elk draw was the
White Pine County Fish & Game. It had yet to be merged into the
Nevada Fish & Wildlife.
I have saved every one of my hunting licenses and duck stamps.
By the time a kid reached fourteen years old, he had to buy a
hunting license. Hunting licenses were a dollar. A deer tag a
dollar. Duck stamps a dollar. I was in the Navy from 1943 to ’46

Stan Draper
Dom Detomasi
J C Kennier
Judge Harry Waston
Bill Mansfield

According to Hud Manning, life-long resident of McGill, most of
the employees of Kennecott Copper Corporation working at the
mill and smelter gave a day’s pay to help ship the elk to Nevada to
the tune of $5 a day. The elk were unloaded out of railroad stock
cars at the East Ely Stockyard and eventually trucked to Duck
Creek Valley (which includes Sage Hen Canyon and East Creek).

12

NBU Journal . Volume 28 . Number 2

As far as my own hunting, my dad bought me a Stevens bolt
action .410 single shot out of the Sears & Roebuck’s catalog for
Christmas when I was 11 years old. It arrived at the McGill post
office early November. Thanksgiving Day arrived, which was
always a hunting day for our family. Mom was unhappy because
my dad would not wait for Christmas. He gave it to me anyway,
and off we went to the McGill sloughs.

and by the time I got home; hunting licenses had increased to
$2.50. For residents in 1947 a hunting license had gone up to
three dollars, in ’49 three-and-a-half. Duck stamps two dollars,
but back to elk…

In the late 1920’s and early 30’s we mostly ate wild game,
primarily venison. My father shot an octagonal barrel with semi
buck horn sights, marlin .38/.55. He said you could fire it, set
the gun down and light a cigarette before the bullet hit the target.
When he would kill a deer, he could dress it out with the precision
of a brain surgeon, not a bit of blood on his shoes, clothes, hands
or wrists. If it happened to be out of season, he would put the
deer in the back seat of the Model A Ford, then break some
mahogany limbs off a tree, stick them in the cavity and over the
top of the carcass and head for town. He would park the car in

After they were unloaded out of the railroad stock cars arriving
from Wyoming, some of the elk were on display at the back of
the courthouse in Ely. Subsequently some were trucked by
Dan Oxborrow and turned loose up Sage Hen Canyon. Dan is
presently ninety-four years old [in 2009]. He at that time worked
for Earl Oxborrow Trucking. Those elk were free to forage for
themselves. The rest of the elk were trucked to East Creek and
corralled. Men that were employed at Kennecott Copper took
turns driving out to the holding pens at East Creek to feed and
check on the animals.
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Finally, the most anticipated elk tag drawing occurred on
September the 13th, 1946 held at the Ely Courthouse and
supervised by the fire chief at that time. There were nine hundred
ninety applicants. Fifty were drawn plus ten alternates. I was the
first alternate. Fortunately for me, someone did not claim their elk
tag by the time given; so I was one of the lucky ones.
I began immediately calling my high school friend Pete Paris in
Butte Valley to come with a couple of horses to help me hunt a
bull elk. Against his dad’s wishes, he dropped all of his ranch
responsibilities, loaded up the horses in a double-decker stock
truck and headed to town, thinking we would have a night-outon-the-town, a sort of celebration. But instead we unloaded and
hobbled the horses up Bird Creek to the east of the Kennecott
Ranch Duck Creek ponds and bedded ourselves on the ground.
Pete complained, “If I would have known we were going to sleep
on the ground, I wouldn’t have come; because I do this all the time
at the ranch.”
We were up and loaded by 5:30 a.m. headed down to the
Kennecott Ranch, even though shooting on the first day of the
elk hunt was not to begin until 7:00 a.m. Fortunately for me, the
preceding summer I had had the opportunity to work on the Duck
Creek Ranch for Fred Harding. During the course of my duties,
I had encountered a particularly large bull elk shining his horns
in the willows. At that time I made a most careful observation
of the direction he headed up around the rim rock. Keeping this
information clearly in mind, early in the morning on opening day
Pete and I were on our way to get the “Big One”. However, we
encountered Innis Laucerecas, the ranch foreman, who was also
a deputized game warden for this elk hunt. He properly held us
back from going across the pipeline until about 6:30, indicating
it would take over thirty minutes to get over to the base of the
mountain.
Finally, 6:30 arrived. Pete and I anxiously took off. After riding
over the pipeline and heading north toward Gallagher’s Gap, I
dismounted my horse and told Pete to continue on around the hill
with the horses until he got to Babe Pescio’s Field, then come up
the back side.
I had probably hiked about two hundred yards when out of a
small bunch of juniper and scrub pine trees came this bull elk
running wildly with his head stretched out and his rack extending
back the length of his body. I was shooting a spiraled magazine
.25 Remington pump with semi-buckhorn sights. I felt like a trap
shooter shooting clay pigeons. With instinct I laid the bead on
his head and squeezed the trigger. With his head and neck still
stretched out, down he went.
I looked at my watch. It showed ten minutes after 7:00. Whew.
I then started yelling, “Pete, I got him. Bring the horses.” After
dressing him out, came photo time; me with the elk and then
Pete with the elk. By this time other hunters heard the shot and
gathered at the Duck Creek Ranch to celebrate and help me with
loading the elk into the stock truck. Innis Laucerecas checked my
license and tag again. It was 9:00 a.m. by now. With the help of
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four men and two horses, I had his head and horns stuck up over
the top rack of the double-decker stock truck and we headed for
town. I had to make Main Street in Ely by noon!
Why? After serving in the
U.S. Navy in the South Pacific
in World War II from 1943
to 1946, I came home and
moved in the my parents. Dad
said, “If you are going to live
under my roof, you will have to
go back to high school and get
your diploma.” Being under 21
years old, in those days you
did what your parents said.
End of conversation. That’s
why I wanted the girls at White Pine High School to see my elk
during lunch hour. I needed all the help I could get!
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As we cruised down Main Street of Ely, the horns were so high
they caught the only caution light between the Bank Club and the
Nevada Hotel and down it came!
Yes, I was accused of having the
elk “tied up.” That could be the
only reasonable explanation for
killing him so early! No matter.
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October 20th, 2009 was my last
deer hunt. I have enjoyed
seventy –two years of hunting.
At 83 I have now realized that my
eyesight has “improved” so much
that now I realize how steep
those mountains really are!
Thanks to everyone that I called and helped me to remember the
dates and times:

Hud Manning, McGill, NV		
Julian Ordoqui, McGill, NV		
Asay Johnson, Lake Havasu, AZ
Norman Linnell, McGill, NV		
Ken Horton, Mountain Home, ID

Jack Detomasi, Fallon, NV
Dan Oxborrow, Spanish Springs, NV
Kenneth Alger, Forest Hills, CA
Burt Cooper, Carson City, NV
Darwin Lay, San Jose, CA

It has been fun and satisfying to call old school mates, neighbors
and friends who have helped jog my memory as to what
happened sixty-three years ago. A special thanks to Steve Pintar,
retired game warden, McGilll, for his input. As far has hunting and
fishing, there was no better game warden than Steve Pintar, who
knew a good deal about poaching and who knew a lot of good
poachers in White Pine County. He became one of Nevada’s
mose respected game wardens. Steve Pintar of McGill was a
game warden from 1951 to 1968.
Steve is retired now, living in McGill. My long-time hunting
buddies and best friends Vern and Snort Cottrell would roll over in
their graves if they knew I had called Steve Pintar for any reason!
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Larry Landa Youth Conservation Award

Jerry Alexander
Don Bagley, III
Donny Bagley
Greg Bates
Grant Baxter
Kristie Belding
Ken Bell
Melanie Black
Chad Blanchard
Floyd Curtis Bradly
Benjamin Brower
Vickie Brunet
Cindy Caldwell
Don Caldwell
Molly Carling
Scott Carone
Brian Casci
Mike Cecchini
McKinnon Chappell
Victor Clark
Roy Cooper
Bernie Crooks
Duane Cross
Grant Dalen
Eric Dalen
Kelly Dalen
Michael Dobson
Randy Dorman
Jeremy L. Drew
Austin Dudley
Colton Dudley
Paul Duesing
Karice Edgemon
Jenny Elston
Shane Evans
Linda Field
Sharon Flanary
Matt Fogarty
Brian Ford
Bill France
Gary Furman
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Rick Furman
Dwayne Gerred
Jim Gill
Mike Gill
Ralph Goegg
Krystina Griffith
William Halvorsen
Don Hanks
Bruce Hicks
Wade Hinckley
Lowell Hunt
Alex Jares
Cory Jares
Julianna Jefferson
Micki Jefferson
Becky Jenne
Robert Jenne
Rachel Johnson
Tyler Johnson
Andrea Juarez
Aaron Keller
Steven Kellers
Bo Kindred, Sr.
Dale Kiriaze
James Koehler
Kim Kondora-Fong
Carl Lackey
Heather Lackey
Jonathan Lesperance
Steven Mathews
Dohn C. Matteoni
Ted Matthews
Shalis Mayhue
Caleb McAdoo
Lee McKenzie
Cori Miller
Sam Miller
Bob Milne
Osa Montoya
Joe Mortensen
Bill Muck

Lisa Muck
Josh Mull
Cooper Munson
Jen Mustain
AJ Naveran
Frank Padilla, Jr.
Pat Pinjuv
Paul Pinkston
Beau Retzer
Bill Retzer
Will Retzer
Brin Reynolds
Rodd Rummel
Dale Ryan
Heather Salisbury
Jason Salisbury
Eric Smith
Travis Smith
Lexi Smrt
Gene Spoor
Lynn Starnes
Andy Stinson
Brenda Stinson
Jenny Sweet
Darcie Thomas
Amanda Tibbits
George Tsukamoto
Jesse Vickers
Joseph Walsh
Jason Warren
Remi Warren
Luke Wartgow
Dave Wathen
Alex Werbeckes
Jake Willers
Carissa Williams

Thank You All For
Supporting NBU &
Your Commitment
To Wildlife!

NBU is proud to sponsor the Larry Landa Youth Conservation award to honor the legacy Larry Landa. Larry was
involved with NBU in virtually every capacity, serving as a board member for over 20 years, president of the board of
directors, active volunteer, life member, mentor, NBU Foundation board member, and champion of Nevada’s big game
transplant program. Larry was a Nevada sportsman and conservationist of the highest order. Larry’s commitment to
youth programs, both within NBU and to our community in general was unparalleled.
		
		
		

The 2011 Larry Landa Youth Conservation Award was based upon the following parameters:
• Age 16 years old or younger on April 1, 2011.
• Participation in at least one wildlife conservation project during 2010-2011.
• Submission of an essay entitled; “My Role in the Conservation of Nevada’s Wildlife”.

The judging committee selected four winners for 2011. This year’s winners will each be awarded a $125.00 sporting
goods gift certificate and a commemorative plaque. NBU is truly honored to present this award to
our conservation-minded youth.
The four winners of this year’s Larry Landa Youth Conservation Award are:
Natasha Price, 16, of Sparks. Natasha’s essay described her many
guzzler and conservation projects she worked on, along with her desire to
continue working for Nevada’s wildlife.
Ryan Powers, 10, of Sparks. Ryan wrote about his desire to achieve a
career in wildlife management and submitted a great drawing of his effort
on the Sheldon Fencing Project.
Robert Powers, 13, of Sparks. Robert invoked the conservation efforts of
Theodore Roosevelt in his essay and voiced his desire to contribute further
to wildlife conservation through work on guzzler and fencing projects.
Tim Keppel, 14, of Sparks. Tim wrote about his enjoyable experience on
a guzzler project and how he appreciated the beauty of nature. Tim also
voiced his desire to contribute further on guzzler projects.

Congratulations to Natasha, Ryan, Robert and Tim for being awarded the 2011 Larry Landa Youth Conservation Award!

Sergeant Gray – Thank You For Your Service
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited was thrilled to have a special guest join us at the 31st Annual Fundraising Banquet,
Marine Sgt. Kenneth “Dylan” Gray. Sgt. Gray is originally from Utah and currently employed at the Mountain
Warfare Training Center in Pickle Meadows, California.
Sgt. Gray joined the Marine Crop in 2002 and performed
three tours of duty in Iraq as a Scout Sniper. In February
of 2007, Sgt. Gray lost both of his legs after driving over
an anti-tank mine in Al Qaim after returning from a twoday reconnaissance mission. Sgt. Gray currently resides
in Wellington, Nevada with his wife Kelly and three kids,
Conner, Alexis and Dakota.
In appreciation for his service to our country Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited presented Sgt. Gray with a very special
gift – a Remington 700 sps with Leupold VariX-III scope,
similar to the weapon Sgt. Gray used while deployed in Iraq.
Thank you again for your service Sgt. Gray and we hope
you had a special evening at the banquet.
NBU FFL Mark Bohach, Sergeant Dylan Gray and NBU Immediate Past President Jim Nelson
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News from the Nevada Department of
Wildlife – Silver State Hunt of a Lifetime
By Douglas Nielsen, NDOW, 4/24/2011

By Aaron Meier, NDOW, 4/22/2011

Some sportsmen and women are already calling it the hunt
opportunity of a lifetime, but what really has people talking is the
fact that Nevada’s new Silver State Tag is available to the average
sportsman at a price that won’t break the bank.

Sometimes you just never
know what a kid will remember
from a fishing trip. Fifth grader
Kepa Bengochea loves going fly
fishing with her grandfather Steve
Swecker. On one fishing trip she
remembers fishing next to a huge
tree. Throughout the day, she would
sit and lean against the tree. So
when her fifth grade class at French
Ford Middle School in Winnemucca
began drawing their entries for this
year’s Free Fishing Day Poster Contest, she incorporated that tree
into her drawing.

The Silver State Tag is similar to the state’s Heritage Tags,
sometimes called Governor’s tags or bid tags, and will provide
lucky recipients with the opportunity to hunt a specific big game
animal statewide in those hunt units where there is an established
season for the species specified on the tag. But unlike the
Heritage Tags which generally sell at auction for thousands,
Silver State Tags will be available through Nevada’s normal tag
application process at a fraction of the price.
For 2011, Silver State Tags are available for mule deer, Rocky
Mountain elk and pronghorn antelope. Tag applicants can expect
to pay a nonrefundable application fee of $20 plus the $3 predator
control and $2 online convenience fee, which bring the total to
$25 for mule deer and pronghorn antelope. An additional $5 is
required for the elk application. Tag recipients will be charged the
current fees established for the tag received. Applications may
only be submitted electronically at www.huntnevada.com.
In addition to expanded choice of hunt location, tag holders also
will have an extended season in which to harvest their game
animal. Silver State Tag bearers can begin hunting the Saturday
prior to the opening of the earliest season for the species noted
on their tag and continue hunting until they fill their tag or the
season ends, whichever comes first. Silver State seasons for
mule deer and elk will end Dec. 31 and pronghorn antelope
Oct. 31. Tag holders also can use their legal weapon of choice
throughout the season’s duration – bow, muzzleloader or rifle.
The Silver State Tag draw is open to both resident and
nonresident hunters who are eligible to hunt big game, even those
who are fulfilling waiting period requirements for the species
available. However, if an applicant is in a waiting period he is only
eligible to apply for the Silver State Tag for that species. If he is
not in a waiting period, an applicant could apply for a Silver State
Tag, a regular big game tag and a Partnership in Wildlife tag all
in the same year. But once an applicant is awarded a tag his
application will not be considered in subsequent drawings for the
same species in that year. With the exception of tags for certain
depredation hunts, a hunter may obtain only one tag per species
per year.
As for bonus points, they are not considered nor awarded in the
Silver State Tag draw. Applicants who receive a Silver State Tag
will retain their bonus points for that species.
Like the money generated through the sale of Heritage Tags,
Nevada law requires that Silver State Tag application fees be
deposited in the Wildlife Heritage Trust Account. Funds from this
account must be used for the protection, propagation, restoration,
transplantation introduction and management of Nevada’s game
species and fur-bearing mammals as well as management of
predatory wildlife.
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Winnemucca Fifth Grader Wins
Free Fishing Day Poster Contest
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The Youth Raffle Was A Big Success

Apparently the judges at the Nevada Department of Wildlife
(NDOW) loved the tree as well as Bengochea’s entry was
selected as the winner of the 2011 Free Fishing Day Poster
contest. Her drawing will be featured on the 2011 poster
promoting Free Fishing Day in Nevada and will also be on the
2012-13 Nevada Fishing Guide magazine. As the winner, she will
receive a framed copy of her artwork and a fishing rod and reel.
She and her family will also be treated to a guided fishing outing.
“When I told her that she had won, her eyes were as big as
saucers and she gave a ‘Whoopee!’” said Mary Kay Pace,
Bengochea’s fifth grade teacher. “She was extremely happy to
say the least.” Pace was excited as well. “This is the first time
that a student from my class has won a statewide poster contest
so I felt ecstatic. My students had practically worked their fingers
to the bone trying to finish the posters on time. This made it all the
more exciting to have a state winner,” she said. When asked what
she liked about fishing, Bengochea said she liked getting to spend
time with her Grandpa. He taught her to fly fish and it is still the
only type of fishing that she knows. She also listed her love of the
outdoors and the excitement of catching a fish.
This year’s theme for the Nevada Free Fishing Day Poster
Contest, an annual art contest for the Silver State’s fourth and
fifth graders sponsored by NDOW, was “Fish On!” A record 473
entrants from 61 classrooms statewide participated in this year’s
contest.
Free Fishing Day takes place on Saturday, June 11 this year. The
statewide event allows anglers to fish any public fishing water in
the state without a fishing license or trout stamp, while all limits
and other regulations apply. Visit www.ndow.org to find out more
about Free Fishing Day events taking place locally.
The two runners-up entries were sent in by fifth-graders Brennan
Cecil from Jessie Beck Elementary in Reno, and Eli Romero from
Piñon Hills Elementary in Minden. They will each receive a rod
and reel and their artwork will also be shown on the outside back
cover of the 2012-13 Nevada Fishing Guide. Romero placing in
the top three continues an impressive run of success for Piñon
Hills Elementary. In the past four years the Minden area school
has placed five of its students in the top three including first place
finishes in both 2008 and 2009.
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Our 31st Annual Fundraising Banquet was a huge success!
Thank you again for your support and participation. See you next year!
NBU Journal . Volume 28 . Number 2

Dinner Photography by Jake Willers, Nine Caribou Productions
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Comstock Large Animal Hospital,			Don Hanks		
Steve Damonte
Rena Hanks		
Tom Cruz		
Harvest Printing, Tom Watega
Jonathan Curtis, Butler Bags
Daniel Hayward		
Czyz’s Appliance Inc.,Tom & Tammi Czyz
Dean Henderson,
Dalen & Sons, Grant Dalen
Hometown Auto Center
Dennis Banks Construction, Dennis Banks
Joe Henderson,
Rob Anderson, R.O. Anderson Engineering
Desert Pines Taxidermy, Richard Herb
Hometown Auto Center
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Chris Dominguez, Cabela’s
Heritage Frames & Fine Arts		
Thomas L. Belaustegui		
Art Hinckley		
Memories Etched in Stone, Randy Dorman
Mel Belding		
Holland & Hart, LLP		
Debbie Downs		
Richard G. Bennett		
Rusty Humes		
E.L. Cord Foundation		
David Berovio		
Timothy H. Humes		
Chris Eikelberger, Eikelberger
Big’s Bees, Brad Watega
Lowell Hunt		
Awning & Drapery
Melanie Black		
International Lining Technology,			
Elko Bighorns Unlimited		
Michael Salley
Elko Fly Shop, Joe Doucette
Loree Graphics, Nate & Loree Blanton
ISU Stetson-Beemer Insurance		
Brian Elmore		
Blue Moon Promotions		
Jackson & Farmer Auto Body,			
Ron Borst		
Joseph Elmore, Sierra NV Chapter RMEF
James Jackson
Vickie Borst		
Rick Elmore		
Jim Jackson		
African Tradition, Clive Botha
Jenny Elston		
Brett K. Jefferson		
Tom Bouthillier, Strong Case
Mark Elston		
Julianna Jefferson		
Bradley, Drendel, & Jeanney
Eye Care for Animals		
Micki Jefferson		
Law Firm, Bill Bradley
Tim Farrell		
Jensen Precast		
Stephen and Linda Braun		
Harvey Fennell		
Larry Johnson		
MBA Reno, Randen L. Brown
Linda Field		
Tricia Johnson		
Steve Field		
Doug Browne, Devcon Construction, Inc.
Brad Johnston		
Owen Fine		
Dave Bryeans		
Rick Joy, Joy Engineering
Finley Industries, Inc., David Finley
Tony Bush		
Robin Joyce		
Nevada High Desert Outfitters, 			Allen Frandsen		
JP Engineers/Aspen Engineering
Larry Frugoli DMD		
Mitch Buzzetti
Ron Krump		
Rick Furman		
Don Caldwell		
Lance Gilman, Lance Gilman
Bill Callos, The Safe Place
L.A. Perks Plumbing & Heating, Inc.,			
Commercial Real Estate		
LeRoy Perks
Eldorado Hotel & Casino, Gene Carano
Len Gilman, Lance Gilman
Heather Lackey		
Caravan Camper MFG, Mike Devine
Commercial Real Estate
Scott Larkin, Free Style Salon
Carson Creature Catchers,			
Dan Lavach		
Heather & Carl Lackey & 			Sam’s Custom Upholstery, Sam Gilmore
Gretchen Lavach		
Scott Larkin
Goldcorp USA, Inc., Chuck Jeannes
Century Glass, Rollie & Tina Scarselli
Granite Creek Partners, Chuck Jeannes
Laxalt & Nomura, Ltd, Dan Hayward
Joe Citta, State Farm Insurance
Grant Thornton, Kim Cooney
Lee Brothers Sales & Leasing,			
Tyson Clizer		
Great Basin Ready Mix, Inc.
Michael & Monique Lee
Nevada Cement, George Coates
Groves Fischer, Fred Groves &
Men Wielding Fire, Jack Lyons
Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife,			
Jeff Fischer
Robert “Bruce” Mackay		
Vic Coggins
Lisa Haley		
Engs Motor Truck Co.,
Comstock Insurance		
Rich Haley		
Dave Mansfield
A & H Insurance, Brad Pearce
Jim Albright
Allison MacKenzie Law Firm,
Chris MacKenzie
Marvin Altom		
Anchor Concrete, Dan Price
Bob Anderson		
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Jeff Martin		
Cave Valley Ranch, William P. McBeath

Valley Concrete, Bill Balsi Sr. &
Pinecrest Construction		
Bill Balsi Jr.
Pinocchio’s, John Pinocchio
Scott Van Winkle,
Quailport, Inc., Port of Subs
Department of Public Safety,		
Flying B Ranch
Tanna Prince		
Bonnie McCabe
Randy Venturacci		
Dr. Evan Pritchett, Pritchett Eye Care
Parker McCombs		
Josh Vittori		
Ryan Pursel		
Neal E. McIntyre, II		
Voltage Electric Inc.,				
Q&D Construction, Norm Dianda
Mark McVeigh		
Kyle Meintzer, Lincoln Financial 			Whittier Trust Co., William Ramsey
Brian & Christine Jensen
Victor Rebrikov		
Advisors Corp
Tim Waldren		
Terry Melby		
Rob Wallin, Nevada Outfitters
Reno Concrete, Mike & Jamie Popejoy
Robert F. Merchant, Jr., M.D.		
Rex Moore Electrical Contractors,			Washoe County Honorary
Mill Street Tire, Juan Cabezas
Jason Blum & Employees 		
Deputies Assoc.
of Rex Moore
Travis Molnar, Arctic Red River Outfitters
Washoe County Sheriff,
Riordan Family Ranch, Mike Riordan
Michael Haley
Les Schwab Tire Center, Ron Moon
Glacier Glove, Coby Rowe
Tony Wasley		
Kevin Moore, Sierra NV Port of Subs
Bob Ryan		
Wedco, Inc.		
Innerwest Advertising, Dan Morgan
Sanchez Wealth Mangement, LLC,			Brandon Weise		
Muckel Anderson CPAs,
Jon Sanchez
Mike Klaich & Butch Anderson
Western Nevada Supply Company, 		
Savage & Son		
NBU Midas		
Rick Reviglio &
Schnee’s, Rob Stiehl		
Nevada Chukar Foundation		
Greg Higgins
Nevada Lighting Representative, Inc.,		Jerry Scolari		
Jake Willers, Nine Caribou
John Sherlock		
Mario Domini
Productions
Nevada Wildlife Record Book Committee,		Sierra Electronics, Jarry Walton
Dennis Wilson		
Silver State Plastics, Glen Copeland
George Tsukamoto &
Kenetrek Boots, Jim Winjum
The Evans Group, Tim Slagle
Jessen Mortensen
Worthen Equipment,
American Rustics, Jim Noisel
Rick Worthen
Paul Spendlove, Northwest Tire & Service
North American Embroidery
Kinston Wulff
Gene Spoor		
O Graphics		
Sportsman’s Warehouse, Eric Zavata
Outdoorsmens		
Sitka Gear, Jeff Sposito
Matt and Julie Owens,				Dave Stanley, Reno Fly Shop Travel
Northern Air Trophy
Eli Steiner		
Thank You All
Jeremy Page		
Stylemasters, Dohn Matteoni
Paradigm Electric		
Tectonics Design Group		
You Do For
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Nevada’s Wildlife!
Steve & Tim Waldren
Gray Thornton, Wild Sheep Foundation
PDM Steel, Inc., Don Haack
TNT Construction		
Mike Perchetti		
Carl Zeiss Sports Optics, LLC, Toni Trani
Peri & Sons Farms		
Trench Plate Rental Company, Jim Muetze
Merrill Lynch, David Peters
Tri State Surveying, Ltd.,
Jack Peters
Lee Smithson & David Crook
Joseph Peterson, Flying B Ranch
Stacy Trivitt, Carson Valley Allstate
R. Michael Turnipseed, P.E.,			
Scott Peterson, Truckee Meadows Electric
Eric Petlock		
Turnipseed Engineering, Ltd.
George Pimpl, Reno Forklift
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Your Donations Working for the Future of Nevada’s Wildlife
By Dennis Wilson, NBU Co-Treasurer
Thanks to the outstanding donations from our supporters, NBU was able to fund valuable projects and
programs this year. We focused on habitat improvement projects, youth programs, wildlife research projects,
disease outbreak investigations, and public awareness. As a premier volunteer sportsmen’s organization, all
the below listed projects were accomplished with donated funding and donated volunteer time.
Habitat Improvement Projects:

Wildlife Research Projects and Trap/Transplant Projects:
Research is vital to understand wildlife habitat needs, population dynamics, migration patterns, predation, and species biology. Trap/
Transplant projects help to introduce new animals to appropriate habitat, help with genetic diversity, and offer a means for disease
assessment and population control. Due to various factors, the NDOW Trap/Transplant program was not as active as in years past.
NBU assisted with one project, the antelope capture in Elko County to transfer these animals to Washington State for $1,304.

NBU was very active in this arena this year. We funded the following projects:

►► UNR Mountain Lion Monitoring. This vital project is outlining some previously
unknown habits, prey species and migration patterns of the mountain lion. Research in this
area will be vital to the understanding and management of this species. $15,000.

►► French Ford Greenhouse. This collaborative project between the students
at French Ford Middle School in Winnemucca and the Nevada Department of Wildlife
(NDOW) resulted in the construction of a 30’ x 60’ greenhouse to grow sagebrush
seedlings for habitat renovation after wildfires. Total donation amount $9,994.

►► NDOW Mule Deer Research. With the Nevada
mule deer populations under stress, research into the
various factors contributing to decline including loss of
habitat, predation, nutrition and disease states will be
evaluated. $50,000.

►► Guzzlers. We build guzzlers (water collection and storage
projects) for the benefit of all wildlife. All manner of wildlife have
been documented at these sites including big game species, upland
game species, non-game mammals, game birds, song birds and
raptors. Water is precious, and we provide water for wildlife! NBU
provided emergency water replenishment to some sites. Some of the
guzzler projects worked on included Dry Falls, Fairview, Brent’s Seep,
Sand Springs, Table Mountain and others. For guzzler projects
throughout Nevada, we donated $90,363. To help offset these
expenses and to help fund future projects, NBU successfully obtained
a $150,000 grant from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service for
specifically for water development and habitat improvement projects.

►► Elk Forage Vegetation Monitoring. Understanding
the vegetation preference of elk and the interaction with
other species is imperative to the management of this
species. $6,000.
►► Disease Outbreak Investigations. The devastating
outbreak of respiratory disease decimated the bighorn sheep
and mountain goat populations of the Ruby Mountains and East
Humboldt Range. NBU pledged to help out in any way possible to
identify the problem, assist with monitoring, perform disease
testing and work with NDOW for a future disease prevention
and reintroduction plan. Funding this year: $17,568 with a
pledge for more if needed.

►► Fencing and spring improvement. NBU funded work at Haypress
Meadows and the Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge to protect and allow recovery
of valuable springs. This fencing will allow wildlife free access to the springs
while excluding feral horses and domestic livestock. Sage grouse habitat will be
improved and promoted at both sites. Fencing donations: $23,201.

Youth Programs:
NBU strongly believes in supporting youth programs to promote future generations of
sportsmen and sportswomen. We helped sponsor Nevada Outdoorsmen in Wheelchairs,
the National Archery in the Schools Program, the Tonopah Kids Fishing Derby, the
Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day, Range Camp, the University of Nevada’s
Bootstraps Program, Jesse Beck Grizzly Creek Camp, Verdi Elementary Adopt-A-Deer
Herd field trip, Fritsch Elementary Archery Program,
a youth bird hunt in collaboration with the Northern
Nevada Chapter of Safari Club International, the
Nevada Department of Wildlife’s Lathrop-Capurro
Scholarship program and the Maison T Ortiz Memorial
Fund. Soon to be funded youth projects include the
Youth Photo Contest in collaboration with Nevada
Muleys and the Scholastic Clay Target Program.
Youth program funding: $66,498.
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Public Awareness and Education:
Educating the public as to the importance of volunteer sportsmen
and how sportsmen contribute to the overall conservation of wildlife
species is vital to preserve our heritage and our commitment to wildlife
conservation. NBU contributed to the NDOW sheep indoctrination, the
Reno-Tahoe Airport Sheep Display and other educational programs.
Donation amount: $14,081.
Thanks to your generous contributions, NBU was able to fund
$294,729 for the benefit of Nevada’s wildlife. Your support is
greatly appreciated.
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Studying Nevada’s Mule Deer- Then and Now
By Caleb McAdoo
Over a half century ago Nevada Department of Wildlife biologists
began to intensely study the migration patterns and population
dynamics of mule deer associated with what we now know today
as Area 10, or the Ruby Mountains. The Ruby Mountains have
historically been a stronghold in the State’s mule deer population
and have been the focus of many resource oriented studies
associated with mule deer and their habitats. In the mid-1950’s,
biologists initiated the Ruby-Butte Deer study, which was aimed at
delineating migration routes, wintering areas, summering areas,
survivorship (including predation), and harvest rates of the deer
associated with the Ruby Mountains and East Humboldt Range.
Biologists captured deer on
known and suspected winter
ranges using alfalfa-baited
clover traps. The deer were
marked with color-coded,
alpha-numerical ear tags
for field identification and
some animals were even
outfitted with cow bells
so biologists could follow
them by their noise! My
how times have changed.
The collar markings and
identifiers allowed biologists
to track deer movements
from winter ranges to
summer ranges and helped
An NDOW biologist is shown here
to delineate migratory
weighing in a buck from the Ruby
corridors and provide a
Butte Study (circa 1960)
better understanding of the
demographics of the Ruby-Butte herd. This research
proved to be invaluable for area deer managers in
prioritizing beneficial projects based on the data
collected.
Now, some 50 years later, NDOW biologists and
University of Nevada, Reno researchers are again
revisiting the, “Ruby-Butte” deer
herd as part of a broad-based
research project in Nevada to
gather important migration and
survivorship information which
can be used in conjunction with
the historical data collected in the
1950’s, 60’s and 70’s. The Ruby
Mountains project is one of three
unique study populations which encompass the overall study
area in Nevada, with the Simpson Park Range (Area 15) and
the Carson Range (Area 19) comprising the other two locations.
These areas were chosen in part because they are representative
of the diversity of other deer populations throughout the state,
and are of great interest to sportsmen’s groups and other wildlife
enthusiasts throughout Nevada.

26

NBU Journal . Volume 28 . Number 2

The Study Area
Area 10 continues to maintain its position as the largest deer
herd in the state, comprising over 20 percent of the state’s total
estimated mule deer population. With its current population
estimate ranking in at almost 25,000 mule deer, this deer herd
provides ample opportunity for managers and researchers to
learn about the factors which drive the population dynamics of not
only the Ruby-Butte herd, but possibly other mule deer herds as
well. The Ruby-Butte deer herd is important to both the hunting
and non-hunting public of Nevada, providing both viewing and
hunting opportunities. Area 10 has traditionally provided hunting
opportunity (i.e. quotas) of between 3,000 to 10,000 mule deer
hunters annually since at least the 1970’s and remains in the
limelight due to its strong population.

Tony McKendrick with Quicksliver Air is
shown here outfitting a buck with a
radio-telemetry collar

Study Methodologies
Many of the methodologies used during the original, “RubyButte Study” were used during the current study, however
due to technological advances and study objectives, certain
methods were changed. The clover trap, for example, was used
extensively through the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s to capture deer and
is a, “tried and true” method for wildlife captures.

In addition to the marking
effort, biologists and the
capture crew collected
biological samples to
further broaden the
knowledge base of
the Area 10 deer herd.
Blood, feces, weight,

While the clover trap method is still used as a tool today in many
circumstances to capture wildlife, due to the large geographic
scale of the current mule deer project and the necessity to
capture representative animals which were non-biased from
the necessary baiting associated with clover traps, biologists
worked with Quicksilver Air, a contract helicopter capture crew,
to net gun over 80 mule deer on winter ranges associated with
the Ruby Mountains. The
use of aerial net gunning
was preferred over the use
of the clover trap due to its
efficiency across a large
geographic scale, selectivity
for individual classes of
animals (i.e. bucks, does,
and fawns) and decreased
capture myopathy.
A total of 15 bucks, 25
does, 20 male fawns and
20 female fawns were
net-gunned in the Ruby Mountains during this study. These
animals were assumed to be a representative cross-section of the
population between the age and sex classes. The animals were
marked with ear tags and outfitted with a radio telemetry collar
to track their individual movements. Increases in battery and
telemetry technology enable these collars to last up to 7 years,
which will provide biologists with a vast amount of information
regarding individual deer movements, as well as survivorship of
each of the deer through the coming years.

In addition to NDOW
biologists, UNR’s Dr.
Kelley Stewart and
doctoral student Cody
Schroeder, will be
analyzing the differing
migration strategies of
the marked animals in
relation to body condition,
survivorship, metabolic
costs, and pregnancy
rates. It is currently
hypothesized that several
migration strategies
including: facultative,
obligative, and resident;
are represented in the
Ruby Mountain deer
herd.

hair, neck circumference, chest girth, mandible length, metatarsal
length, and antler point class (when applicable) were collected
for most of the deer. These samples will be used to analyze
potential mineral deficiencies, disease issues, genetic information,
diet quality, diet composition, and relative body condition.
Furthermore, UNR will be conducting vegetation transects and
analyzing weather data as part of this study.

Study Objectives
The study is designed to provide a quantitative analysis of
migration costs for mule deer in Nevada and to determine which
variables may affect migratory behavior and to examine factors
that may be used to focus conservation efforts. The objectives for
the migratory portion of the research efforts are to
1) examine different strategies of migration behavior in relation
to seasonal changes in climate, 2) examine the energetic costs
of various migration strategies, and 3) to determine the role of
body condition, summer forage quality, and migration distance
on survival and recruitment of mule deer in Nevada. The
results of this analysis should provide more specific information
on migration corridors for mule deer, which face increasing
threats due to human activities such as road building, energy
development, mining, and urban expansion. The resulting habitat
selection maps will also help to prioritize crucial migration
corridors for land management planning and help to clarify some
factors that may contribute to declines in mule deer populations
across western North America.

NDOW Biologist, Caleb McAdoo draws blood
from a hobbled doe during the capture

The capture crew, from left to right,
Caleb McAdoo, Tony McKendrick, Mark
Shelton, Jeremy Lutz, and David Rivers

Biologist Jeremy Lutz and Quicksilver
staff taking a weight measurement on a
doe in the Simpson Park Range, Area 15

Jeremy Lutz, NDOW game biologist
for Area 15, affixes a GPS
transponder collar to a doe
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My First Buck!
By Jennifer Elston
Hunting was never something that I thought I would be interested
in, but considering that I was exposed to it as a young girl I
thought I sort of had an idea of what it was about. I am a 5th
generation Nevadan and growing up as the first child, a girl, my
father never really involved me in hunting. He would occasionally
duck hunt with his friends, as he had done when he was growing
up but as our family grew and my sister and brother came into the
picture, my dad wanted to involve us more with his hunting friends
and their families.
My parents invested in a hunting cabin outside of Fallon so that
all of us could spend weekends hunting together and hanging
out at the cabin. My brother loved hunting and he was the one
that really picked up the sport. My father never thought that I
would want to learn or be involved in anything like this, as I didn’t
ever really show much interest in guns. A couple of years ago,
Darin Elmore and I started to date and I very quickly realized how
important the whole hunting thing was to him. When we started
dating I knew that our time together would involve a lot of hunting,
and if I wanted to see him much during hunting season I knew
that I needed to take an interest, not knowing how much I would
fall in love with it.
The first time I shot a gun was in Midas, NV at the Midas NBU
fundraising event. My boyfriend, his cousin and wife took me into
the beautiful hills and we shot clays with a .410 and a 20 gauge
shotgun. The first clay they threw I smoked, and instantly became
hooked on the sport of shooting! As soon as I returned home I
signed up for the next hunters’ safety class so that I could go duck
hunting with my dad and Darin for opening day. After I received
my hunters safety I practiced often so that I knew how it would be
to have targets flying at me, away from me, and in front of me.
Opening day I shot seven ducks, and again had the itch to go for
more. For Christmas my parents surprised me with my very own
shotgun that Darin had helped pick out. Because I was a girl, and
was never really involved in this type of activity, Darin asked my
dad at the gun counter, “Did you ever think you would be buying
her a gun?” Dad said, “No, to be right truthful with you. I never
thought she would enjoy any of this”. I was thrilled. I learned how
to safely operate the gun, how to clean it, and worked a lot on my
aim. Now that I had my own gun I wanted to shoot something
bigger than ducks.
On opening day someone across from us had shot some geese,
and seeing them fall out of the sky was exciting. Unfortunately
because of the freak change in weather so early in the season
in Fallon, the geese had all left. So, Darin did some searching
for geese. One of his friends called him and asked if we would
like to join him in Oregon over Christmas break for some goose
hunting. Of course when he called me I said “yes!” and we were
off. On that trip I shot 5 geese and 4 ducks. I soon realized how
much I enjoyed traveling, the outdoors, and sharing these great
experiences with our friends. After this experience, I told Darin I
wanted to shoot something with horns that I could put on my wall
and in the freezer.
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When the time came to apply for big game tags we both sat on
the couch studying the booklet and the success rates. I applied
for everything, hoping that I would just be successful in one.
Darin’s dad called me one day and asked if I had looked at the
tag results. I hadn’t but he was so excited that he told me not only
was I successful for a Mule Deer tag but so were he and Darin,
and my dad had been successful in the Antelope draw as well.
When I found out that I had been successful Darin said he would
let me borrow his .243 that he had used on his successful Desert
Bighorn Sheep hunt when he was 12. So, we practiced shooting
the rifle almost every week during the summer. My largest fear
was that I would injure an animal but not totally put it down as I did
not want to leave an injured animal on my hunt or have to chase
one for miles.
The time came for my hunt and I was very excited! I knew that we
were going to have to get up early, but I had no idea how long our
days were going to be. (On my dad’s antelope hunt we were back
at the house by 2:00pm on opening day.) Darin and I packed up
the truck and headed northeast to Midas. The next day we were
up at 4:30am and made the hour drive to where we were going
to drop the quads before sun up. After another hour on the quads
we finally made it to the place where we could glass the side of
the mountain. Darin spotted an exceptional buck on the opposite
mountainside, but we wouldn’t be able to access it until the next
day from the other side of the mountain. Darin wanted me to get
an idea of what I should be looking for when hunting deer, so
we took a little hike. Sure enough we came to an area where we
spotted four bucks. We left the quads and made the hike around
the hill to find one alone. We crept in on him as close as possible,
not being sure of my 200 yard shot. We moved closer and he laid
down. Darin threw a rock so he would get up. He got up and I
couldn’t get the shot off. He moved and we hotfooted to a closer
rock. When I got close enough to shoot him I was able to not only
see him but about six other bucks, which gave me my first case
of “Buck Fever”. Darin said, “wait, don’t shoot that one. There is
one bigger.” I couldn’t see him and there were too many together.
I was unable to make the shot as I was afraid I would injure one
of the other ones in the process. I was very upset at myself that
I hadn’t taken the shot at 200 yards and killed the deer. Darin
reassured me that there would be other deer around and not to
worry it was only the first day of the hunt.

The next day we headed
around the backside of the
mountain range where we
saw the big buck from the
day before. Again we found
him and he was not alone.
This time he was with a
few does. We made the
long hike around the rocky
hill to get closer. The wind
shifted just as we got up to
him and we were unable
to keep a quiet foot on the
rocks. All of the deer took off. As Darin and I sat
on the side of the mountain, at a loss for where
to go and what to do, we decided a nap on the
hillside was in order, and then a drive through
the beautiful country side. The aspens were in
full color change, and on our way to the truck we
stopped in a meadow that had dead mules’ ears,
and tons and tons of beautiful red, orange, and
yellow aspens. I don’t know if I have ever seen
anything so impressive in my life!

more place to look before the day was done. So I
said one more prayer asking for guidance.
We made our way to the last north facing slope. I
slowly got off my quad and looked down in a hole.
Sure enough, I spotted the only buck I had been
able to spot myself all weekend. Darin asked,
“One, how are we going to get down there where
he is? and “Two, if you shoot this buck, how the
heck are we going to get him out of here?” At this
point I didn’t care. I wanted him!
So Darin and I made the long
trek down the mountain, through
this little dry creek, to see if we
could get him. We had my dad
stay at the top of the mountain
to give us hand signals since we
were lower than the deer and
couldn’t see him. We made it to
the bottom, looking up to see my
dad, who was giving the signal
that he couldn’t see him either.

Thankfully that evening my parents arrived and
surprised us with dinner, as I was way too tired
to even think about cooking. The next day my
dad joined us for the hour and a half ride to
the mountains. We got to our destination in the
Independence Range and all we saw were does,
which made it highly frustrating for me. At this point I was saying
my prayers to help us find a buck. Darin said we have to get to
the top, because the last few days all of the bucks were at the
very tops of the mountains on the north facing slopes. We found
our way to the top of the hill so that we could glass as many of the
north facing slopes as possible. We knew there had to be bucks
around with all of the does that were in the area. Sure enough,
Darin spotted a buck all alone bedded down in the beautifully
yellow changing aspen trees.
I was so excited that my prayers had been answered! Darin and
I took off and walked back around the hill to get in place where I
could shoot when the deer stepped out of the trees.

Darin looked at me and said,
“Are you ready? I can’t see him,
but he may have bedded down.”
I told him it was now or never
and I wasn’t going home without
getting a buck. We scurried out
Jennifer and her buck as fast as possible to spook him
just enough for them to get up from their beds. We put the tripod
down and Darin whistled at him to make him stop and look at us.
I got him within the crosshairs, and Darin said, “Shoot when you
are ready”. I said one last prayer and shot. I am pretty sure my
eyes were closed when I ultimately pulled the trigger. “You got
him!” I jumped up in the air, Darin was screaming with joy and
I could hear my dad on the top of the mountain shooting off his
pistol for joy. The deer was stone cold dead. He hadn’t taken one
more step before he flipped over on his back in his tracks. Darin
went back up the creekbed to get the backpack with the knives
that we had dropped while on the sneak, and said to watch him
and make sure he doesn’t get up. If he does, shoot him again.

The deer had two directions to go: down, or out to the left to
eat. Most likely he was going to have to go to the left to eat. We
stalked him for a good two and a half hours when he got up and
moved his bed farther back into the trees, unable to be seen.
Again I was super bummed and asking “why?” We decided that
we would get up and take a drive to see more of the area and
scenery and come back a little later if we didn’t see anymore. At
this point I was being a total girl and pouting that I hadn’t shot the
one on Thursday. All I wanted to do was shoot a deer. So I went
over next to Darin who was sitting on the side of the hill, and said,
“It’s ok if we don’t find one. At least I got to share this experience
with you.” He told me that we weren’t done yet and he had one

Darin got back and now that we knew he was dead and not
moving, we realized that it was 4:30 in the afternoon, and where
we were compared to any roads. We had to think about how we
were going to get him out of the far away reaches of where he laid
before dark. I walked back to the top of the mountain to get my
dad and the quads. We made it to the bottom of the hill to find that
my lovely boyfriend had gutted my animal for me. We cut him in
half in order to get him to the quads. Darin stuck an aspen limb
through his hind quarter legs for me to carry out, and Darin dead
lifted the head and front portion as we made our way out. Darin
looked at my dad and said that watching me carry out the hind
quarters of a deer, that I just shot, might just be one of the most
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attractive things I could do. However, Darin also reminded him
that if there is ever a doubt in my mind how much he loves me, to
remind me of him with ¾ of my deer on his back! I made it about
a mile with the deer and then I passed it off to my dad for the last
little ways. Just as the sun set we made it back to the quads and
we were off to the truck.
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I was so tired and overjoyed that I had been able to share this
experience with the two most important men in my life! I will
always be grateful to them. I truly have never been able to
experience such joy and beauty in my life! I will never forget how
beautiful Nevada is in the fall, knowing that many people have no
idea that any of that exists off the main highways. Not only have
I seen it but I have now fully experienced life on Nevada’s less
traveled roads.

Big Game

• Bear, Mt. Lion, Elk, Whitetail & Mule Deer
• Enjoy Our Luxury Lodge or
Remote Horseback Camps
• Special Rates for Youth and Veterans

NBU Director Darin Elmore, Jennifer Elston and Mark Elston

Editor’s Note: Way to go Jennifer! Congratulations on an
outstanding buck and wonderful hunt experience. Thank you
for sharing it with all our readers. Good luck on the draw!
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges the
Flying B Ranch as a 31st Annual
Banquet Sponsor
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The Growl
By Nick Dougherty
I was on a Chukar hunting trip with my grandpa and uncle in
Midas Nevada, which is about 60 miles northeast of Winnemucca,
on an early November morning in 2010. My uncle and I were
hunting together, while my grandpa was in another area looking
for birds. We had been hiking for a while, and had not seen a
lot of birds. I was slowly starting to climb a ridge when I heard
Chukar talking near the top.
I was excited that we had
finally found some birds. As
I was walking over to the
ledge hoping to flush the
birds, when I suddenly heard
growling. The next thing I
know, a huge mountain lion
was charging up the side of
the ridge toward me! The cat
surprised me, but I managed
to step back as she came
over the ridge at me. We
were face to face when I shot
Nick Dougherty and his uncle Jeff Howden
her with my shotgun. The
blast flipped her backward and she disappeared over the ridge
where I could no longer see her. I slowly moved toward the edge
of the rocks trying to peak over the rocky ledge and see where
she had landed.

Nick Dougherty and his grandpa Ed Howden

My uncle, who was about 50 or 60 yards lower on the ridge and to
my right, heard the shot and called me on the radio to find out why
he didn’t see any birds fly up. I was pretty freaked and replied
back, “I just shot a mountain lion! But I don’t know where it went.”
As I was leaning over the ledge to try and see where the cat was,
when I was startled by a voice on the radio yelling, “SHE’S ON
YOUR LEFT! YOUR LEFT!!” Just as I turned, the cat charged
over the ridge and was right in front of me. The mountain lion had
gone around the hilltop to sneak up behind me. Apparently, the
cat thought I would make a good meal.
The cat lunged at me and I shot her twice more, but she kept
charging. I shot a third time and she finally fell dead at about 10
feet in front of me. I carried the cat back to our camp that was
about two miles away and brought her back to Reno. I contacted
the game warden and told him what had happened. Even though
I had to kill the cat in self-defense, I could not keep it because I
did not have a tag. The Nevada Department of Wildlife put the
cat up for auction. I did take pictures that will forever remind
me of that day, but I can assure you that I could never forget an
experience like that!

Nick Dougherty and his lion

Editor’s Note: One heck of a chukar hunt Nick! Great job
on quick thinking. I’ll be caring a lion tag on my chukar hunts
from now on!
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A Sheep Hunt With The Kids
By Brad Johnston
When I look at the trophies hanging on the
walls in my house or at pictures from my
various hunting trips, I rarely think about what
a particular animal scored or whether it was
a true record-book trophy. Instead, I reflect
on the good times that I have had with friends, perhaps the new
friends that I made, the funny stories that we now all share, and
the time spent exploring a new area, state, or country. This past
year I was fortunate to experience a special sheep hunt in the
Muddy Mountains, and my memories from that hunt will remain
vivid for a long, long time, not because we bagged a monster ram,
but because I got to help a friend fulfill his dream of harvesting
his desert bighorn with his young kids by his side. The sheep
hunt with the kids in tow only further demonstrated that hunting
and being in the outdoors is not about what an animal scores, but
rather, the experiences that are had with friends and, in this case,
the next generation of
hunters.

in their new Cabela’s gear eager to go after Tony’s ram. As we
gathered in the lobby, some guests and hotel workers asked why
we were dressed in camouflage and hunting gear? We explained
that Tony had drawn a desert bighorn tag, and we were setting
out for the first day of the hunt with the kids.
We were then asked what we were hunting for and where we
would be hunting? We explained that we would be hunting about
30 minutes away for bighorn sheep. Everyone seemed surprised
that we would be hunting so close to Lake Las Vegas or for
bighorn sheep. I guess some who visit and work in Las Vegas do
not realize what is nearby. Indeed, a drive through the Valley of
Fire State Park makes you feel nowhere near the Las Vegas Strip,
as there is a wonderful desert landscape to see, not to mention
the numerous bighorn sheep that are easy to spot.

We spotted some nice rams on the first day of the hunt, but we
were not successful in getting one that day. I promised
Tony I would not provide any details in this article as
to why we did not take the awesome ram we spotted
My friend, Tony Reviglio,
and stalked on that first day, so I will not provide those
drew one of Nevada’s
details and fulfill my promise to Tony. We spotted
coveted desert tags
some additional rams on the second day, but nothing
last year, and it was for
worth pursuing. Through it all, though, the kids were
area 268 – the Muddy
troopers and they never seemed bored. They hiked and
Mountains. Tony asked
glassed and never complained. They were always so
me if I wanted to come
excited to see sheep on the mountains, and it became
along on the hunt, and
a contest as to who would get to look through one of
luckily (because he also
the spotting scopes first. I also learned that any powers
asked my boss – David
of persuasion I may have with adults, utterly fail with a
Brad Johnston and David Peri seven year old on a sheep hunt.
Peri – to go) I was able
to clear my schedule and plan for the trip to Las Vegas. Tony
explained that he thought he was going to need some special,
While we were glassing for sheep on the second day, Tony’s son
extra help on this particular hunt because he was going to take his Dante was eating an orange. It looked awfully good, so I asked
three children (Bruno, Dante, and Mia), as well as his girlfriend’s
Dante for a
son (Jacoby). My initial response was, “are you sure you want
slice. Now, I had
to take a five-year old, a seven-year old, and two ten year-olds
carried this kid’s
on this hunt?” Tony response was prompt and definitive: “The
water and snacks
Muddys are an easy area to hunt, and I want my kids at my side
the day earlier,
even if it means I have to take a smaller ram.” I realized right
so I thought he
away that if we could get a ram with the kids along, this would be
would, of course,
a special hunt, and I was eager to head to Las Vegas.
be willing to
share his orange
Given the proximity of
with me. Little
Area 268 to Lake Las
did I know. After
Vegas, Tony decided
I asked Dante
Tony’s Ram
that we would set up
for a slice of the
“camp” there. Camp
orange, my request immediately turned into begging. Thinking it
this time, however,
was funny, Dante kept playing games with me and tried to hide, as
was two, two-bedroom we both laughed, until the orange was gone. I still hear today how
suites at the Lake Las
I could not persuade a seven-year old to give me an orange slice.
Vegas resort. While
I am not sure I will ever live it down, at least not until Dante is old
Brad and the Muddy Mountains
I may have preferred
enough for me to get even.
a tent camp, the comforts of hotel rooms and full kitchens in both
suites definitely made it easier to keep all the kids happy. On the
The third day of the hunt began with a hot breakfast in “camp” and
first day of the hunt, we were all up very early, and the kids were
I think at this point the early mornings and long days were starting
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to get to the kids. It was not as easy to rally them this particular
morning as it was the first two days. They nevertheless got ready,
and we headed back out to where we had spotted the nice rams
on the first day. Tony and I were glassing a particular stand-alone
mountain that set back off a road, while David and another friend
on the trip, Tom Bobrick, climbed to the top of a rather large knoll
nearby to glass from a different vantage point. We all spotted a
nice ram in a large draw, and we began to think about a plan for
the stalk. From our vantage point, it looked as though we could
hike into the mountain from the east to a ridge that would give us
a good vantage point to take a closer
look at the ram we had spotted in
the draw. We accordingly packed
up the kids, snacks, plenty of water,
spotting scopes, and everything else
we would need, and began our trek.
It was a pretty good hike across the
flat until we reached the face of the
mountain we would climb. I was
amazed how Bruno, Jacoby, Dante,
and Mia all moved across the flat
and up to the ridge top. I was not
sure if I was going to be able to keep
with them, but luckily I did.

David sought out a path that we could take. The path was there,
but it was not a path that was suitable for young kids. It was a
narrow path on a steep slope; one slip and it would not have been
good. None of us felt comfortable taking the kids up the path,
so we suggested that Tony go with David up the ridge along the
narrow path in an attempt to get the ram we had spotted. Tom
and I would stay back with the kids. Tony quickly rejected this
plan, realizing it may cost him a better trophy, because he was
going to fulfill his goal of taking his ram with his kids by his side.
Tony determined that we head back
down to the bottom and then directly up
the draw where the rams had bedded
down. To be honest, I was not real
fond of the idea because I did not want
to lose the elevation we had obtained,
but it was not my hunt and I understood
Tony’s goal. We accordingly hiked back
down the mountain, across to the draw,
and then back up. We all knew this was
going to be dicey, but we were able to
make it up the draw until we saw a ram
bedded down just a few hundred yards
ahead of us. Tony decided this would
Brad Johnston
be the best opportunity to take his ram
with his kids. The ram looked pretty good, but not as good as
others we had seen. This did not matter, however, because the
kids were with us. We got the kids positioned with Tom where
they could see, and then we got Tony into a good position for
his shot. David and I hid in some rocks, viewing the ram, and
we told Tony the shot was there if he wanted it. He did, and he
successfully took his desert bighorn with the four kids there, as
well as three of his friends.
Dante and Bruno immediately said lets go see the sheep, and
they ran up the draw to where the ram had fallen. In a hundred
tries I do not think I could make it up that draw as fast as those
kids did, but they were so excited to be with their dad on this

Tony’s 7 year old son Dante on the hike

The climb to the vantage point on the ridge was steep and the
footing was not great, but the kids were fearless and we all easily
made it with a little help and encouragement. There was only one
problem – the vantage point was not as good as we thought. We
spotted a ram in the draw, but it was not the ram we had seen
from the spotting scopes. The ram we saw had to be higher up
in the draw, but our view was unexpectedly obstructed. As we
patiently glassed and readjusted our position, the requests for
Doritos, granola bars, candy, water, Gatorade, and bathroom
breaks were numerous. It is amazing how loud a Dorito crunches
when you are trying to quietly look into a draw with bighorn sheep
in it. Realizing that we needed to get a little higher up the ridge,

Tony’s three kids with his ram
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Thanks our:
hunt. It was now picture time, and the smiles on the kids’ faces
were priceless. Dante especially liked holding the rams head up
by the horns and wanted to know everything about how to dress
it. I still look at
the pictures of
Tony with the
kids and his ram
and think that
is a priceless
photo – a dad
standing on
the mountain
with his kids
and his bighorn
sheep. To be
sure, it was not
Tony, his 7 year old son Dante and Brad
the biggest ram,
but I doubt a bigger trophy without the kids would have been as
special as this family hunt.
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Now it was time to get the ram and the kids off the mountain. Tom
and Tony would take the kids down the steep gravel slope, while
David and I would pack out the ram. I am not sure which was the
harder task – getting the kids down or packing out the ram – but I
know we were all a little tired when we got back to the trucks. The
kids were, however, still excited about the experience, and I could
see how glad Tony was to fulfill his goal of taking his bighorn with
his kids. As we returned to the hotel, the woman behind the front
desk asked how we did, and the kids immediately started telling
the story of how we climbed up the mountain and got their dad’s
ram. I have a hunch that they will tell this story for many years to
come and, some day many years from now, each will be telling
the story of how they took their bighorn sheep with their kids along
side. And for Tony, I am sure when he looks at the ram hanging on
his wall, he will reminisce about the days he spent in the Muddy
Mountains with the kids by his side.
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NBU GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES CABELA’S AS A 31ST ANNUAL BANQUET SPONSOR
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NBU is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization

Hells Canyon Bighorn Days

By Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Board of Directors

Hosted by:

You may have already read our Treasurer’s Report on page 24
and 25 in this issue, which describes in detail how the funds our
supporters so generously contributed this year were spent to
protect and enhance Nevada’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Over the past 31 years, we have raised millions of dollars for
wildlife. We have also learned a tremendous amount about, not
only how the ecosystem works, but also how the political system
works, and how they impact each other. We wish it was a straight
forward process, but it is not. We wish the decision makers had
perfect information. They do not. NBU would be remiss, if we
did not share what we know to be true from scientific studies,
research, and experience with the decision makers.
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit is formed for charitable, educational,
scientific and other purposes that provide products or services
that benefit man, animal or nature in a non-commercial way.
They are typically publically supported by grant or donation.
501(c)(3) status is an IRS designation that makes an organization
federally tax exempt, and allows individuals and for profit
businesses to take tax deductions for donations made to the
nonprofit organization.

It is important for us to stay informed and remain aware of any
policies we believe will threatened our wildlife resources, habitat
and hunter’s rights. We feel that it is our job to educate the
public on these topics using scientific studies, reports of direct
experience from those in the field, information gathered from
educators, professionals, game biologists and more. You elect
and influence the legislators. It is important for you to stay
informed as well.

There are also rules attached to the way a 501(c)(3) operates.
An important rule of which is that the organization cannot support
or campaign for or against a political candidate. This is called
electioneering and is prohibited for 501(c)(3)s. A public charity
is permitted to lobby, however on legislation so long as it is not a
substantial part of its activities.

If any of you have any questions or concerns regarding our
policies, feel free to contact us by calling any board member or
emailing us your thoughts at info@nevadabighornsunlimited.org.
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June 18 & 19, 2011
Beginning at 10 am Saturday and ending Sunday at noon
Participants are also invited to a dinner Friday night June 17
at 6 pm in Clarkston at the home of Glen Landrus (WA WSF President)

Joseph Creek Wildlife Area
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife

An open invitation is extended to anyone interested in bighorn sheep to join
together with chapter members from Oregon, Washington, and Idaho
FNAWS as well as state biologists to discuss the future of bighorn sheep and
management strategies.
Bring: Tent, sleeping bag, toiletries, and clothes. BYOB as well as binoculars,
camera, and spotting scope. Please bring one item for our silent auction to
help raise money. COST $75 per person for the entire weekend or $25 for
meals only (no jet boat ride).
Includes: Two delicious meals prepared as well as snacks, soda, and lunch
provided both days.
Agenda: Jet boat trip from Heller Bar up Hells Canyon and back, caravan to view
other bighorn herds, silent auction, camaraderie, and discussion about the future of
bighorn sheep management in Hells Canyon.

Precipitated by the instability of our economy and looming State
budget cuts, this recent legislative session was challenging and
contentious on many fronts to say the least. Emotions have run
high. Personal security has been threatened. Legislation passed
and passed over will affect us all in some
cases for the better and in some cases for the
worse.
Those of you who receive this journal are
valued NBU members. You know our mission
and purpose. You know that we have 17
volunteer board members whose main
qualifications for being board members are
that they: (1) believe in our mission and (2) are
willing to spend hundreds of volunteer hours
a year in board meetings, in the field working
on habitat and wildlife projects, publishing this
journal, up-dating our website and working
to make our annual banquet a success. We
have no paid staff other than a couple of
independent contractors that assist us with
accounting needs. The vast majority of the
money we raise supports our mission on the
ground.

Oregon, Idaho & Washington Chapters of the
Wild Sheep Foundation

Please RSVP by June 13 at:
Glen Landrus
ramslam@hotmail.com

Calvada Water Development Project
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form
When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



You have a choice of membership levels:
Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible, please consult your accountant.

Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram

Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________







Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
Wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:
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Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.
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Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.

Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________
Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org

NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding and
NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-one years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, quite possible the country! Through the support of
our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects; water development and enhancement
projects; Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control;
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW;
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs;
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies; supported
sound science predator control programs; awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums; as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having about 9,900 bighorn sheep within our borders.
That is more bighorn sheep than any other state in the lower
48! NBU has been largely responsible for transplanting bighorn

sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in Nevada that bighorn
call home. But NBU is not only about wild sheep! Through the
donations and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased opportunities to
hunt big and small game animals, as well as otherwise enjoying
Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU to continue to perpetuate our mission to
protect and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen,
outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Don’t Forget! The Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn Annual Banquet
is Saturday, May 21st, 2011, at the South Point Hotel & Casino.
For more info visit: www.desertbighorn.com
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River Mountains Rams in Rut
Photo taken by Micki Jefferson

