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~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~

Editor’s Notes

NBU Journal
is published
quarterly by:

H

ello Fellow Sportsmen and Sportswomen!

The hunting season is upon us. For many of us, the fall is our favorite time of the year.
However, this year is different. This
year our wildlife needs your help;
perhaps more than ever before. The
devastation from the wildfires in
Northern Nevada has reached epic
proportions. Without habitat there can
be no game. Without game there will
be no hunters; and without hunters
there will be no conservation!
The need for habitat rehabilitation this year is critical for the survival of wildlife in many
of the premiere big game units of the Silver State. Your Nevada Bighorns Unlimited is
working with many non-government conservation organizations in conjunction with the
Nevada Department of Wildlife to prioritize and respond to the need for re-seeding in
these areas where forage has been destroyed.
You can make a difference is this monumental effort
to restore the lost habitat in these areas of wildfire
devastation in two ways. First, you can come out and
volunteer for seed collection projects this winter to
translocate habitat from healthy areas to barren areas.
NBU will be keeping our members and volunteers
appraised of the dates and logistics for these gather
projects. Watch for volunteer emails, the NBU News
E-Letter, on our website at www.NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org and on the NBU-Reno
Facebook page.
The second thing you can do is to make a donation to habitat restoration to the NBU
Wildfire Disaster Fund. This fund will be drawn down to zero this year and we need all
the donations we can get to replace as much habitat on the ground as possible. Please
make your donation check payable to NBU Wildfire Disaster Fund and mail them to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393

If you care about Nevada’s wildlife this is your opportunity to help. Please consider
making a donation. Every dollar is meaningful and will add up to result in a positive
impact on the ground. Please pass this along to your friends too!
Thank you and good hunting!
Brett Jefferson, P.L.S.
NBU Journal Editor
BKJefferson@TriStateLtd.com
(775) 352-7003
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A non-profit, tax-exempt
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For more information on NBU
call (775) 323-1177 or visit our website
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org

The cover photograph of Joe Sellers and his ram by Bernie Crooks (see story on page 8)
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WSF Press Release Ryan Brock

Wild Sheep Foundation Welcomes Ryan Brock, Ph.D.
To Youth Education Team

Cody, Wyoming – August 14, 2012 WSF is pleased to announce the addition of Ryan
Brock, from Reno, Nevada to the WSF staff team in the position of WSF Youth Education
Coordinator. Ryan is a Ph.D. educator who has a passion for the outdoors and outdoor
education. Ryan is a hunter, shooter, family man and a current elementary school educator in
Reno with the Washoe County School District (WCSD.) Ryan will be coordinating the Youth
Wildlife Conservation Experience (YWCE) education program during our annual conventions
in Reno and will work remotely for WSF from his Reno base while remaining on staff with the
WCSD. Ryan will also lead our new chapter and affiliate education initiative “Shooting,
Hunting, Ethics, Education Program” (S.H.E.E.P.) throughout our North American chapter &
affiliate network to get youth outdoors and introduce them to the traditional shooting, hunting,
angling and outdoor sports.
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UNR Cast & Blast Club
Hold Fundraising Event
By Julianna C. Jefferson

It’s Better to be Lucky

By Ken Vicencio

Ryan’s position and the WSF youth education program is generously underwritten and
sponsored by a grant from MidwayUSA founders, Larry and Brenda Potterfield, who are
unmatched leaders in the shooting sports industry and a visionary patrons of many industry
organizations. The Potterfields also conceived the Youth Wildlife Conservation Experience
(YWCE) concept in 2011 and WSF and other industry organizations conducted inaugural
YWCE events during the 2012 convention season introducing thousands of young men and
women to the outdoors, conservation, wildlife and the shooting sports during their annual
events.
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WSF Less Than 1 Club

Green Energy, Sportsmen and
Public Lands

Johnson
By Gray
N.notThornton
“Ryan will
only elevate the stature and reach of the WSFBy
YouthLarry
EducationJ.
program,

Wild Sheep Foundation Launches <1 Club
Cody, Wyoming – May 4, 2012

we are confident that Ryan, with a Ph.D. in education and specializing in outdoor education
programs, will be a resource for all like organizations which have a common goal to get youth
outdoors and educate them so they can become the future stewards of our wildlife resources”
stated Gray N. Thornton, President & CEO. “We look forward to taking youth outdoor
education to the next level with Ryan on our team” added Thornton.
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Two shots to remember—

Page 34

By Julianna C. Jefferson

The Wild Sheep Foundation, formerly the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep (FNAWS,) was
Great ideas are often conceived around a campfire amongst old friends – one such idea was
conceived by a few dedicated young WSF members who, while recognizing and appreciatingfounded in 1977 by wild sheep conservationists and enthusiasts. With a membership of more than 8,000
those who have had the opportunity to sheep hunt, wanted to create something special toworldwide and a chapter network in North America, WSF is the premier advocate for wild sheep, wild goats, other
mountain wildlife, and their habitat. Since forming in 1977, the Wild Sheep Foundation and its chapters and
reach out to those who have not been so lucky…Yet.

TPLO – Tibial Plateau
Leveling Osteotomy Surgery

affiliates have raised and expended more than $85 million on conservation, education and conservation advocacy

Page 37

Aspiring sheep hunters who have not yet fulfilled the lifelong dream of taking their first ram areprograms in North America, Europe and Asia. These and other efforts have resulted in a five-fold increase in
members of an exclusive group, now they can become members of an exclusive club. – Thebighorn sheep populations in North America from their historic 1950-70s lows.
<1 Club.

By Terrence Melby, NNSCI Director

The <1 Club (Less than One) ‘membership’ is open ONLY to those aspiring sheep hunters
who have not yet taken a North American or International wild sheep ram. <1 Club members
must be WSF Members as well.
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“Members of the <1 Club will be recognized for their tireless dedication to pursuing that dream

day participating
a sheep hunting 29
adventure”
says Gray N. Thornton,
NBUofandone
Journal
. inVolume
. Number
3 WSF President
CEO. “WSF applauds those who faithfully and optimistically apply for a sheep license
year after year, who continue to purchased preference points, who buy raffle tickets for hunts
at the WSF and our chapters and affiliates conventions, and who support the Wild Sheep
Foundation’s purpose of “Putting and Keeping Sheep on the Mountain”™” added Thornton.

Breaking News. Big Court Victory at
9th Circuit.
Big Game Forever – March 14, 2012

For more information on WSF, our youth education programs and the 2013 Convention, please visit
www.wildsheepfoundation.org.
Telephone 307-527-6261 or 800 OK FNAWS. Email info@wildsheepfoundation.org.
Follow us on Facebook™ Facebook.com/WildSheepFoundation.
Wild Sheep Foundation - 720 Allen Avenue – Cody, Wyoming 82414 USA

I am truly honored to be your new president.
I will humbly serve to the best of my ability,
but I can not take this on alone. I have the
great support of the NBU Board of Directors,
the hundreds of active NBU volunteers,
and the over 3,000 NBU members.
Working together, we can move forward
to accomplish NBU’s mission: “Sportsmen
Working for the Future of Nevada’s Wildlife”. During my term, I will
be asking all of you for your help to continue NBU’s legacy as the
envy of sportsmen’s groups everywhere. When challenges arise,
NBU does not just talk about it, we get it done. We will have quite
a bit to do this year, from guzzler builds, to habitat rehabilitation,
to trap and transplant of big game, to support of youth programs,
and of course raising money for our projects through our annual
banquet on April 5th at the Peppermill.
I have some very big shoes to fill. Steve Field did a tremendous
job as president, and I will be hard pressed to match his
leadership. Steve guided us to one of the most successful years
NBU has had, particularly in funding the Nevada Department of
Wildlife’s record-breaking trap and transplant program relocating
over 250 California and Desert Bighorn sheep. We now have
Desert Bighorn sheep in the Virginia Range just east of Reno, one
of the many successes of this program. Steve led us to a highly
successful 2012 banquet. The bar has been set high. I hope all
of us can accept the challenge to continue to give of our time,
talent and resources. Nevada’s wildlife needs us more than ever
this year.
I joined NBU because of
the strong volunteer spirit
and the can-do attitude I felt
when I worked on my first
guzzler build on McGhee
Mountain (the Pumpkinhead
Guzzler). The team effort
of NBU, NDOW, and UNR
student volunteers to work for
a positive outcome for Nevada’s wildlife was just spectacular. Mel
Belding’s cook crew fed us like royalty. The camp at Dufferena
Ponds was perfect. I will never forget that first guzzler build and
I have never been disappointed since after attending as many
guzzler builds and fencing projects as possible. This experience
eventually lead to my involvement with the NBU Board of
Directors, serving as a board member, treasurer, vice president
and now president. The people I have met including NBU
members, new volunteers and NDOW professionals have been
top-of-the-line. I am very proud to be a part of such tremendous
team effort to benefit Nevada’s wildlife and habitat.
I am offering my first challenge to all of you. We are currently
in the midst of a devastating wildfire season. Hundreds of
thousands of acres of prime wildlife habitat have been burned.
Habitat rehabilitation, including sagebrush and forage plant
reseeding, must occur to try to reestablish viable wildlife habitat.
Due to a number of factors, there is no sagebrush seed available
for rehabilitation of Nevada’s burned acreage. Over the next few

weeks, NDOW
habitat specialists
will be identifying
prime sagebrush
seed harvesting
areas. Once
identified, we
will need as
many volunteers
as possible to
harvest as much
sagebrush seed
as possible to
help with the reseeding effort. Nevada’s wildlife needs your help
and needs it now. As soon as the dates and locations for seed
harvests are set, we will let you know through e-mail, the NBU
website and NBU’s Facebook page.
If past experience means anything, we will have hundreds of
volunteers harvesting sagebrush seed. All I need to do is ask,
and NBU steps up to the plate. I expect nothing less this time.
Looking forward to seeing you at the seed harvest,
Dennis R. Wilson, DVM
President
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited

Take it up a notch!

Join NBU as an Outfitter or
Corporate Member!
Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain
Nevada’s wildlife.
Outfitter Members and Corporate Members receive
a listing in each issue of the NBU Journal as well
as acknowledgement on the NBU-Reno website.
Consider supporting Nevada’s Wildlife
at these new membership levels.
See page 42 for more details!
~ Thank you! ~
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Creative designs to
Accommodate any room...

Your
Premier
Destination
Sporting Lodge

NBU acknowledges Wildlife Revolutions
as winner of the 2012 People’s Choice
Taxidermy Award

Our collaborative approach allows us to create pieces
showcasing the best features of your trophy, while
taking into account location, room layout, and spacing.
We work alongside our clients to develop a solution to
accommodate any room size and ceiling height.

•
•
•
•

Wingshooting & Fishing

Proven Hunting Dogs
Luxury Accommodations
Corporate & Group Rates
World Renowned Fishing

Experience the difference. We offer a six month
turnaround on trophies and the quality of our work
is guaranteed.

Anthony Imperato

President of Henr y Repeating Arms

“Henry rifles will only be
made in America or they
won’t be made at all.”
(775) 527-1614 | wildliferevolutions.com
2405A Walnut St. | Reno, NV 89502

Big Game

Aug. 10 & 11, 2012
			
			
Sept. 21 & 22, 2012
			
			
Dec. 07 & 08, 2012		
			
			

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission
Jan. 12, 2013			
Meeting – Winnemucca
			
Set/Revise Waterfowl Season and Limits
Jan. 23 – 26, 2013		
Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission
			
Meeting – Las Vegas
Set/Revise Fishing Regulations
Jan. 30 – Feb. 2, 2013
			
Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission
Meeting – Reno
Jan. 31 – Feb. 2, 2013
Policy, Regulations & Programs Reports 			

Nevada Chukar Foundation Dinner - 		
Winnemucca Convention Center

• Bear, Mt. Lion, Elk, Whitetail & Mule Deer
• Enjoy Our Luxury Lodge or
Remote Horseback Camps
• Special Rates for Youth and Veterans

SCI Convention Reno/Sparks Convention Center
WSF 2013 Wild Sheep Show Grand Sierra Resort
WSF Youth Wildlife Conservation 		
Experience - Grand Sierra Resort

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet,
please contact any Board member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and
the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges

The Flying B Ranch

32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor
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www.flyingbranch.com
800-472-1945 • Kamiah, Idaho • info@flyingbanch.com

It’s not a prideful boast. It’s a
solemn oath from all of us at Henry
Repeating Arms. Every Henry rifle
is and always will be made in America
by American workers. Decent, hard
Henr y Golden Boy
.22 LR /.22 Mag working folks like you who take great
.17HMR
pride in their work. We won’t follow the
path of other manufacturers who have
their products made overseas and slap
their name on them. When you read the
rollmark on the barrel of a Henry, it’s
Henr y Big Boy going to read Made in the USA.
.44 Mag /.45C
We start with only the finest
.357 Mag
ingredients - gun barrel quality steel
from Ohio, genuine American walnut
from Missouri and Iowa, steel castings
from Wisconsin and brass components
Henr y
Acu-Bolt
from Pennsylvania. We manufacture a
.22 LR
rifle that you will be proud to own – with
.22 Mag
.17 HMR the smoothest action, flawless reliability,
and pinpoint accuracy. Made in America
with the same integrity as the Henry
rifle President Lincoln owned.
We are a family owned business
and we stand behind every rifle that
Henr y U.S. Sur vival leaves our plant. You will find our
.22 LR
customer service second to none, and
we’ll do whatever it takes to guarantee
your complete satisfaction.
We invite you to become part of
the Henry family. Please order our free
catalog, which includes information
about our rifles, a list of dealers in
your area and a free Henry decal.

“NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Henry Repeating Arms as
a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor”

For a FREE color catalog
visit www.henryrifles.com
or call Toll Free (866) 200-2354
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The Coach’s Ram
By Bernie Crooks
This is a story of guts and hard work. I arrived at camp a day after
the Desert Bighorn season started in northern Nevada. Since
the season had started on a Sunday most of the camp helpers
had gone home on Monday for their day jobs but planned to
return. When I arrived, I was surprised at the size of the camp.
Not knowing where
everyone had gone,
I took a short climb
to photograph the
fine camp all had
prepared before they
had departed for
town the night before.
It’s hard to describe
the loyalty and
respect that this
Coach receives from his friends and peers. I guess that I should
mention that just three weeks before Coach had knee surgery and
was pounding his body with rehab and scouting, rehab again and
more scouting to try to carry his own weight in this hunt! All while
preparing equipment for camp and the hunt. This guy was going
to do a proper “sheep hunt”!
Soon after I had investigated the camp site, one of Coach’s sons
showed up with their dogs and grandsons. They all piled out
of the pickup camper and were soon rolling around in the dust,
and pitching rocks at each other! Boys will be boys! I found out
that Coach’s sons had agreed to alternate watching the boys
and animals every other day. The sons had come back to camp
to allow Coach’s grandsons to ride the
Quads.
After a short discussion about where the
hunting party had gone, I was off to glass
as the day was getting short. I did spot
a few ewes but with the fading light on
the east side of the mountain, I decided
to drive around to the west side to take
advantage of the setting sun. When I
checked the rearview mirror, there they
were - rigs of the hunting party. We talked
for a while, but the smiles told me that
a plan for the next morning had already
been formulated.
Back at camp, I observed Coach hurting
from the “death march” on Opening Day
and this day now getting prepared for the
tomorrow’s morning hunt. Wow, I was
impressed as I watched the grimaces. I
knew the pain because I had endured the same in days gone by.
The others and I had our libations and got busy with dinner, fire,
and the end of the evening while Coach continued to prepare for
tomorrow.
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By the time that
I had rolled up
my bedroll in the
morning, the hunters
had left to glass the
first light. I had to
go back to Sparks
because I had to
feed dogs – both a friend’s and mine. I had planned to leave
about noon, then to return for a couple of days after work was
done at home. After a half hour drive in the Jeep, I arrived to see
the hunters scanning with their spotting scopes studying the side
canyons. We watched, sipped coffee, and nibbled on some cold
chicken. This is when things got really interesting. I’ve always
preferred to have sheep spotted prior to heading out. But Coach
and friends had seen a large bunch the last night before low in the
canyon and now wanted to start into the washes before spotting
them again!
We couldn’t see into the deep draws so the Coach and his
helpers (two) chose to walk up and spot as they went. I chose to
climb the opposite side so I could see deeper in to the washes.
By that time the other son had arrived with the camper full of
boys and dogs. They poured out throwing rocks at each other
and rolling in the dust. I was horrified. I figured that there was no
chance for a ram with the shrieking, yelling, and all that goes with
young boys. This mêlée would void the canyon of all sheep! One
factor I had missed, however, the morning wind down the canyon
was carrying away this calamity. Later I learned the hunters never
heard a thing.
As the morning warmed, I spotted a
nice ram going over the top. The side of
the canyon that I had struggled up this
morning had been traversed at least
a half dozen times by the four young
hurricanes (grandsons) complete with
hails of rocks both thrown and rolled! I
had lost track of the slow, limping coach
with his two walking sticks and rifle.
The time for me was running short so
I headed down to the spotters in the
bottom.
I had just started working on my last
piece of rock-hard, cold chicken, when
an echoing shot rang out. We all looked
at each other, then another shot, a long
pause, then another! Damn he must
have missed! Then the radio blared “Dad
just got a good one - bring the packs”
I don’t know if coach heard the cheers
or saw the high fives which went on the whole time we gathered
water, packs, food and the boys, rocks in hand!

end of my nose. Dodging the shower of rocks, I wondered how
the Coach had managed the strength and guts to get his ram! The
last pull was the worst. I was embarrassed to ask which way he
came up. I had a hard time without surgery. How did he make it?
Oh and yes the boys arrived first to hug their Papa. All that goes
next happens at all harvested big game sites. I just had to get
there to record it all!

Congratulations Coach Joe Sellers, to your sons, friends, and
definitely the kids. Oh I missed my departure time by a bunch,
but my dogs forgave me! Not a better way to miss!
At the harvest site were Steve Kellers, Steve La Forge, Luke
Sellers, Joe Mack Sellers, myself, and the grandsons, Colton,
Jackson, Kayle, Scottie, and Coach Sellers
Photos by Bernie Crooks; Camp, Coach, family & friends at the
kill site

Mason Valley

sitk a® gear founder, Jonathan hart
location: “x”, northwest territories
mark seacat, seacat creative

Hunt Club
Yerington, NV

www.masonvalleyhuntclub.com
Tony Reviglio (775) 741-4447
Marty Howard (775) 722-4163

turning clothing into gear
ne x t-to-sk in | insul ation | sof t shell | hard shell
he adwe ar | handwe ar | packs

It took about an hour to reach the ram as we all clamored up the
draws and side hills. The sweat trickled down my back and off the

sitk agear.com | 877.sitk a.gr

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Mason Valley Hunt Club
as a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor

nBu Gratefully acknowledGes sitk a Gear
as a 32nd annual Banquet sponsor
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Rugged and reliable.
Wherever you go.

NEW!

The all-new Leica Trinovid 42.
Completely re-designed, Leica Trinovid entry-level performance binoculars are the
ideal partner for every hunting trip; technically, optically, and mechanically better than
ever before. State-of-the-art technologies and the highest quality materials elevate these
binoculars to Leica-standard best in class. A magnesium housing provides protection from
the roughest treatment. And, thanks to its ergonomic design, the Trinovid 42 offers superior eye comfort and handling for long days in the field. The all-new Leica Trinovid 42.
___
___
___
___

perfect contrast and high detail resolution
waterproof to 16.5ft
with HDC® multicoating
available in 8x42 and 10x42

Experience more at www.leica-sportoptics.com
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Leica as
a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor

JANUARY 30TH - FEBRUARY 2ND
GRAND SIERRA RESORT & CASINO - RENO, NV
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the action today of House Interior Appropriations Chairman, Mike Simpson, (R-ID) removing the
Bighorn Sheep Rider (Section 431) passed last year from the proposed FY2013 Interior, Environment
and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.

“The Wild Sheep Foundation believes that temporal and spatial conﬂicts between wild sheep
and domestic sheep are best managed by state wildlife professionals and land managers working in
concert with federal land agencies and aﬀected stakeholders using the best available science, and not
by Congress. We look forward to working with Chairman Simpson, state ﬁsh and wildlife agencies, the
Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the grazing industry, individual permittees, and wild
sheep hunter/conservationists to conserve wild sheep in Idaho and all western states, while
contributing to a viable domestic sheep industry” stated Gray N. Thornton, President & CEO of the Wild
Sheep Foundation.

The Wild Sheep Foundation, formerly the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep (FNAWS,) was
founded in 1977 by wild sheep hunter/conservationists and enthusiasts. With a membership of more than 6,000
worldwide and a chapter network in North America, WSF is the premier advocate for wild sheep, wild goats, other
mountain wildlife, and their habitat. Since forming in 1977, the Wild Sheep Foundation and its chapters and
affiliates have raised and expended more than $85 million on conservation, education and conservation advocacy
programs in North America, Europe and Asia. These and other efforts have resulted in a five-fold increase in
bighorn sheep populations in North America from their historic 1950-70s lows.

The Premier Mountain Hunting Exposition in the World!
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Cody, Wyoming – June 27, 2012 The Wild Sheep Foundation (WSF) applauds and appreciates

“WSF will continue our ﬁnancial commitment to help fund ongoing research on this issue and
just last week committed an additional $275,000 to the nearly $3 million we have contributed to
Washington State University disease research and the $1+ million we have contributed to bighorn
sheep restoration in the Hells Canyon region. We invite our domestic sheep industry counterparts to
join us in funding this critical research” stated Jack Atcheson, Jr., Chairman of the WSF Board of
Directors. “It takes hard work and dedication by all parties to collaborate and ﬁnd solutions to this
ongoing issue – but it is critical work. Thanks to the actions of Chairman Simpson today, all
stakeholders again have the opportunity and responsibility to join Representative Simpson at his
proposed round table to work together to seek and ﬁnd long-term solutions” Atcheson added.

Convention & Sporting Expo

307.527.6261 wildsheepfoundation.org

Wild Sheep Foundation Applauds Chairman Simpson Bighorn Sheep Rider Removed

For more information on the Foundation, please visit www.wildsheepfoundation.org.
Telephone 307-527-6261 or 800 OK FNAWS. Email info@wildsheepfoundation.org.
Follow us on Facebook™ Facebook.com/WildSheepFoundation.
Proud Partner of

NBU GRATEFULLY AKNOWLEDGES WSF AS A 32nd ANNUAL BANQUET SPONSOR

Wild Sheep Foundation - 720 Allen Avenue – Cody, Wyoming 82414 USA
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Return to Royalty – The Quest to Restore Bighorn Sheep
By Kelli Thornton

Editor’s Note: Kelli Thornton, Wild Sheep Foundation Ladies Luncheon Chair,
wrote the following essay to raise awareness on this important issue

Before European settlement, the monarch of the mountains,
the Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, was estimated to be two
million strong throughout the western United States and Canada.
Disease and unregulated harvest to feed a westward moving
populous reduced this iconic big game animal to less than 17,000
by the 1950-70s. Hunting is now highly regulated and contributes
to bighorn sheep and other wildlife conservation. But disease
transmitted from domestic livestock remains the major factor
limiting the restoration of bighorn sheep. To ensure the survival
and long-term viability of Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep in the
western United States and Canada, domestic sheep, which are
a vector of pneumonia causing bacteria, must be separated from
bighorns both temporally and spatially on the range.
Science has proven irrefutably that domestic sheep carry
bacterium (Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae and Mannheimia
haemolytica) which can be transmitted to wild sheep when
domestic sheep and bighorn sheep come in contact with oftendeadly results to the bighorn sheep. Domestic sheep have been
and continue to be grazed on western public lands managed
primarily by federal agencies including United States Forest
Service (USFS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) under
grazing permits issued by the federal agencies. Where domestic
sheep grazing intercepts occupied bighorn sheep habitat contact
between the two species often results in pneumonic die offs of the
bighorn sheep. The pathogens can then stay in the bighorn sheep
populations resulting in low lamb recruitment and survival for
more than a decade further exacerbating the initial die off.
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sheep has caused friction and conflict between domestic sheep
producers and land managers and wildlife advocates. Politicians
have entered the fray often ignoring science while playing to
influential constituencies.
Research has shown unequivocally that disease transmission
from domestic sheep to wild sheep occurs supporting the
widespread belief amongst wildlife experts that potential contact
between wild sheep and domestic sheep is the number one
limiting factor to the enhancement, restoration and even survival
of wild sheep in many western states and provinces. Because
of this risk, state and federal land managers and state wildlife
managers must develop strategies to effectively provide for
temporal and spatial separation of domestic sheep from wild
sheep. The interests of private enterprise, (domestic sheep
producers) operating on public property (Forest Service and BLM
lands), potentially harming a public resource (bighorn sheep)
does not outweigh the value of the public’s interest.

Wildlife managers, scientists, conservationists and land managers
have for decades noticed that contact between domestic sheep
and goats and wild bighorn sheep often resulted in the death of
bighorn sheep by respiratory illness. Research at Washington
State University and elsewhere has now proven that domestic
sheep are carriers of two deadly forms of bacteria, Mycoplasma
ovipneumoniae and Mannheimia haemolytica, to which they are
immune. Bighorn sheep lack natural immunity to the two species
of bacteria. Research has proven that when domestic sheep
and bighorn sheep come in contact, the bacterium is transmitted
through nose-to-nose contact from domestic sheep to bighorn
sheep most often resulting in the death of bighorn sheep within
forty-eight hours. To prevent this disease transmission, the
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife represents 23 states and
Canadian provinces, and area covering 3.7 million square miles
of North America, and it is inhabited by more than 1500 wildlife
species. The association recommends domestic sheep be kept
separated from bighorn sheep.

“Previous studies demonstrated that bighorn sheep (Ovis
canadensis) died of pneumonia when commingled with
domestic sheep (Ovis aries) but did not conclusively prove that
the responsible pathogens were transmitted from domestic to
bighorn sheep. The objective of this study was to determine,
unambiguously, whether Mannheimia haemolytica can be
transmitted from domestic to bighorn sheep when they
commingle. Four isolates of M. haemolytica were obtained
from the pharynx of two of four domestic sheep and tagged
with a plasmid carrying the genes for green fluorescent protein
(GFP) and ampicillin resistance (AP(R)). Four domestic sheep,
colonized with the tagged bacteria, were kept about 10 meters
apart from four bighorn sheep for 1 month with no clinical signs of
pneumonia observed in the bighorn sheep during that period. The
domestic and bighorn sheep were then allowed to have fence-line
contact for 2 months. During that period, three bighorn sheep
acquired the tagged bacteria from the domestic sheep. At the end
of the 2-month of fence-line contact, the animals were allowed to
commingle. All four bighorn sheep died 2 days to 9 days following
commingling. The lungs from all four bighorn sheep showed
gross and histopathologic lesions characteristic of M. haemolytica
pneumonia. Tagged M. haemolytica were isolated from all four
bighorn sheep, as confirmed by growth in ampicillin-containing
culture medium, PCR-amplification of genes encoding GFP and
Ap(R), and immunofluorescent staining of GFP. These results
unequivocally demonstrate transmission of M. haemolytica from
domestic to bighorn sheep, resulting in pneumonia and death of
bighorn sheep”. Shanthalingam

Domestic sheep have been grazed on western public and private
lands for nearly 200 years. History has shown that when domestic
sheep and bighorn sheep shared the same range bighorn sheep
populations dwindled or had been completely extirpated. Through
aggressive translocations during the late 1970s to present,
bighorn sheep populations have increased to over 70,000 through
the western United States. However, current knowledge of the
disease transmission issue between domestic sheep and bighorn

Those who oppose this science include the American Sheep
Industry (ASI) and the Idaho Wool Growers Association. Their
claim… “is that there has been no demonstrative evidence that
domestic sheep transmit disease to bighorn sheep if they make
contact in free-ranging situations. However, the supplemental
impact draft statement is based on studies conducted in labs that
state pneumonia in wild sheep has developed after contact with
domestic sheep in captive conditions” (Trinidad).
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“The U.S. domestic sheep industry has been on
a steady decline for decades, dropping from a
peak of 56 million head in 1942 to 6.2 million in
2007. Lamb prices are up now, however, and
the industry is poised to grow, says Margaret
Soulen-Hinson, president of the American Sheep
Industry Association. Hinson’s family runs 10,000
sheep from a base ranch near Weiser, Idaho.
Some of their range in the Payette is just over the
mountain from Carlson’s ranch and the Salmon
River bighorns. Hinson worries that the Payette
decision will become the basis for federal land
policy throughout the West, where 80 percent
of domestic sheep range lies and where nearly
4 million sheep graze. In her view, “it would be
devastating to the domestic sheep industry,” she says”. Barker
The scientists focusing on this issue admit that solutions are
difficult and contentious. “Even though there’s been considerable
scientific effort directed toward this topic, precisely quantifying
the risk of interspecies disease transmission between wild sheep
and domestic sheep in a natural setting is problematic”, says
Michael Miller, National Wildlife Research Center in Fort Collins,
Colo., chair of the commentary taskforce. “Consequently, a broad
approach to population health management seems to be the most
practical way to decrease the overall likelihood of epidemics in
wild sheep populations”. Trinidad
Federal land managers are now eliminating some domestic sheep
allotments where they overlap occupied bighorn sheep habitat.
Such reductions of allotments reduce the public land available to
graze domestic sheep. The American Sheep Industry estimates
that nearly 25% of the United States’ domestic sheep industry
could be negatively impacted by the protection of bighorn sheep.
In the summer of 2012, United States Congressman Mike
Simpson (R-ID) attached a “rider” to the FY2012 Interior,
Environment & Related Agencies Appropriations that would
prevent further conservation actions on federal lands (USFS and
BLM) if such actions reduced the number of domestic sheep on
the range. This “rider” in affect overturned the seven-year public
process Record of Decision by the USFS on the Payette National
Forest in Idaho which included a three year phased in plan to
eliminate domestic sheep grazing allotments on nearly 60,000
acres of public lands.
The USFS interpreted the Simpson rider as to prevent Phase
II and III of the Payette Decision, which would remove an
additional 15,000 +/- acres of domestic sheep grazing allotments
from production – impacting one domestic sheep producer,
Margaret Soulen-Hinson, the President of the American Sheep
Industry. The Simpson rider not only halted implementation of
the Payette Decision but prevented bighorn sheep management
and conservation efforts on all western federal lands. Hunter/
conservation organizations, which are supportive of public
lands grazing as well as anti-public land grazing environmental

organizations, opposed this rider. Several
environment organizations including Western
Watersheds Project (which opposes all grazing
on public lands) sued the Forest Service in
federal district court and won, overturning the
Forest Service plan to halt Phase II & III of the
Payette Decision. Representative Simpson
again proposed an appropriations rider in
the FY2013 Appropriations Bill, which would
preempt the Payette Decision. Due to pressure
from both hunting/conservation organizations,
sportsmen, bighorn advocates, western wildlife
agencies and environmental organizations,
Simpson removed the rider from the FY2013
Interior Appropriations Bill. “Today, I’m calling
for a ‘time out’ from the fighting and allegations-many of which
are false. I got involved in this issue because I care deeply
for our ranchers and for the tribes and sportsmen who work so
hard on bighorn sheep conservation. I got involved to find a
reasonable solution and tried to work with ranchers, hunters and
land management agencies to solve this problem. Unfortunately,
this has only elevated the rhetoric and controversy of the issue.
Fighting over this problem serves no purpose and does not
benefit hunting or ranching. As a result, I am pulling this provision
from the Interior Appropriations bill; however, I am only doing this
to have all interested parties come to the table and work with me
on a solution. Too often, one side or the other is satisfied with
the status quo. In this case it is not acceptable—and losing part
of our heritage, whether it be bighorn sheep in Idaho or ranchers
in Idaho—is not an option. I intend to hold a round table soon to
discuss this problem and potential solutions”. Watts
Conservation groups like the Wild Sheep Foundation who
opposed the rider and are in support of the dismissal from
Simpson have played a pivotal role throughout this campaign.
“Wild Sheep Foundation will continue our financial commitment
to help fund ongoing research on this issue and just last week
committed an additional $275,000 to the nearly $3 million we
have contributed to Washington State University disease research
and the $1 + million we have contributed to bighorn sheep
restoration in the Hells Canyon region”. Wild Sheep Foundation Bighorn
sheep are an iconic big game animal revered both by hunters
and wildlife watchers. Bighorn sheep hunting and viewing brings
hundreds of millions of dollars into rural western economies.
Science has proven that bighorn sheep and domestic sheep
cannot occupy the same range without catastrophic effects on
bighorn sheep.
Domestic sheep producers also contribute millions of dollars to
western economies while producing both food (lamb) and fiber
(wool) to humans. Solutions must be found that prevent bighorn
sheep from contact with domestic sheep while ensuring that
domestic sheep have suitable range to graze.
Researchers are working on means to either inoculate bighorns or
prevent the shedding of the bacterium from domestic sheep. Such
“vaccine” solutions are however decades away. “Srikumaran’s
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current research includes searching for
ways to either prevent the shedding of the
lethal bacteria from domestic sheep to wild
sheep to even the now touted “vaccine”
for either domestic or wild sheep…His
team has developed an experimental
vaccine that protected 100% of the four
(4) vaccinated bighorns in captivity in his
research center at WSU. “It certainly is a
great step forward.” Dr. Srikumaran noted
but he added “However, four booster injections had to be given
to render the animals immune to the challenge organisms…it is
obviously impractical to inject bighorn sheep many times with a
vaccine. Even one injection is too many, as far as wild animals
are concerned.”
Anyone who has hunted or watched wild sheep knows that
“impractical” is an understatement. It would be impossible to
vaccinate with an injection all wild sheep in the wild against
this deadly domestic sheep borne organism. Recognizing this
limitation, Dr. Srikumaran and his team are searching for a means
to deliver the vaccine either orally in feed or nasally but he noted
optimistically “...even if everything goes well, a vaccine that is
ready for use in the field will not be available in less than 10-15
years from now”. Wild Sheep Foundation
Separation of domestic sheep and bighorn sheep is necessary
for survival and for the enhancement of a viable bighorn sheep

population. Wild sheep advocates and the domestic
sheep industry must come together, compromise
and collaboratively seek and find solutions that
both protect wild sheep and the domestic sheep
industry. For years disease has significantly limited
bighorn sheep populations in the western United
States. Evidence stated within has validated the
issue that interaction with domestic sheep has
been the key factor of fatal bighorn disease, which
has dramatically reduced or eradicated entire
populations. Bighorn sheep are an extremely valuable wildlife
resource and deserve our efforts to prevent disease transmission
so they may truly return to royalty.
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully acknowledges
Kyle M. Meintzer, CFP® as a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor

IT TAKES TIME TO
PLAN YOUR
HUNTS, NOW TAKE
TIME TO PLAN
YOUR RETIREMENT
Living a life that is aligned with your priorities and
values is a dream for most, but it is an imperative
for Nevada Bighorns Unlimited families.
As wild sheep advocates and conservationists at heart, we all
seek to sustain the irreplaceable populations that live throughout the mountains of Nevada.
It is with this same commitment and vigor that I seek to guide the financial lives of the NBU Members I serve.
Over my thirty-six year career I have helped guide many conservation-minded couples through to their chosen
retirements. I accomplish this by applying what I’ve learned throughout my extensive career in the financial services
business. By utilizing a customized investment policy approach and having an in-depth understanding of the
opportunities and pitfalls that may lie ahead, I can help you with this momentous transition in your life.
Life is long, but time can be very short in terms of financial gains and losses, and every decision you make today
may impact your outcomes tomorrow. In today’s economic environment, volatility seems to be more of a rule than
an exception. Yet you can help reduce the “what ifs” in life if you take advantage of a no-obligation Retired in Reno
Review today.

In acknowledgement of my ongoing support and belief in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited’s mission
and members I will be extending a 10% discount to all documented NBU Member families that
reach out to schedule a consultation. Call 775.657.8529 today to learn more or visit
www.heritageworthpreserving.com

KYLE M. MEINTZER, CFP®

Lincoln Financial Advisors
14310 Quail Ravine Court
Reno, NV 89511-6765
phone: 775. 657. 8529
kyle.meintzer@lfg.com
CA Insurance License#0552192

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer (member SIPC) and registered investment advisor. In
CA, insurance offered through Lincoln Marketing and Insurance Agency, LLC and Lincoln Associates Insurance Agency, Inc. and other fine companies . In NV,
insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corp., and its affiliates. Not
licensed to conduct business in all states. Not to be considered a solicitation in those states in which I am not licensed.CRN201111-2060741
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A Long Wait… But Worth It!

NBU Sponsors Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day!

By Andy Stinson, NBU-Reno Life Member
NBU Ladies and Gentlemen, We have been waiting
just over 15 years to document the use of big game
animals (Desert Bighorn Sheep) at Snider Guzzler
located in the Gillis Mountain Range, Mineral County
Nevada.
It was back on July 19, 1997 when this unit was
originally constructed. Lead by William (Rick)
Brigham (BLM) Guzzler Guru and talented Wildlife
Biologist, along with a hand full of northern Nevada NBU
members, and several members from the Fraternity of the Desert
Bighorn Sheep out of Las Vegas.
Originally, and to this day, the sign at the guzzler site reads, “Brian
and Amanda’s Sheep Oasis” named for one of the Fraternity
members Bob Snider’s children out of Las Vegas.

had not seen any “documented”
sheep use since it was
constructed in 1997.
This past spring NBU Reno’s
Guzzler Manager Mel Belding

and several Nevada
Department of
Wildlife employees,
along with a
large number of
dedicated volunteer

These guys and gals wanted to “come up north”
and see how our units were constructed. It was a
great build with them in attendance.
The project was completed with the use of “Boss”
style tanks that incorporated a built-in drinker,
these were new style tanks that had evolved for
use in the guzzler building world during this time.
The exposed tanks were placed within a short
distance of the apron. The usual barbed wire fence was installed
and the unit was ready to start collecting water.
Fast forward to January 1998, when the Department of Wildlife
captured 21 Desert Bighorns out of the Pancake Range in Nye
County. These sheep were brought to the head of Paymaster
Canyon in the Gillis Range on a cool morning, with a semi snow
covered flat, on which they were released to their new home.
There had been three other guzzlers previously constructed along
with Snider to give the “new residents” a total of four places to
obtain water within the mountain range.
Years have passed and the population has grown to
approximately 150 animals. The population has adapted to the
three other guzzlers that were available for them.Snider however,

NBU members, descended on
Snider to give it a much needed
“re-build”. This re-build had hopes
of making some improvement with
new style tanks that included a
“double ramp” walk-down drinker.
In addtion a new 2-Pipe Rail fence
was built allowing
the unit with all the
new features to
hopefully “Break the
Ice” with the sheep,
and “they” would
hopefully adapt to
the improvements
and “ultimately”
start utilizing it.
On August 6, 2012 at 3:16 pm, some 15 years from the original
build date, That “Hope” would become reality as a single, mature,
Desert Bighorn Sheep, with his head and shoulders down and his
lips touching the water the first drink out of the new and improved
Snider Guzzler had taken place!
Just as a footnote: Lamb/ewe then (1997)...adult ewe now (2012)
#274 continues to run with the poulation, she is approaching 15
years of age, and is still being captured on images at the other
water developments located in the Gillis Range!
Sometimes the wait cannot be explained, but with time and the
perseverance of Dedicated Wildlife Enthusiasts from all walks and
professions... things can and do happen!

Join NBU Reno today!
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Typical to Northern Nevada it was a surprise chilly morning on June 9th, but that didn’t deter
over 2,000 kids and parents from coming out and having a try at fishing in the Sparks Marina!
17

What did we accomplish this project season?
February 25th & 26th
– Upper & Lower
Paymaster
Increased storage
capacity another
5,000 gallons, new
drinkers, fences and
apron.

That’s 13 Projects this season!
Thank you NBU Volunteers!
You are the best!

March 10th and 11th
– Snyder Guzzler
Complete rebuild with
storage capacity of
7,500 gallons
March 31st and April 1st
- Santa Fe Guzzler
Installed new apron.

Lower Paymaster

Upper Paymaster

Corona-Sante Fe Phase III

Snyder Re-Build 2012

Field of Dreams

Fast Glass Guzzler Re-Build 2012

April 30th – May 2nd
- River Mountains
17 Ram Capture
April 30th – May 2nd
– Excelsiors
6 Ram Release
April 30th – May 2nd
– Virginia’s
11 Ram Release
May 19th & 20th
– Field of Dreams Guzzler
Increased capacity by 5,000 gallons, new apron,
fence and drinker.
Little Angel
– New large stainless steel drinker installed
Dixie Valley
– New Guzzler for Antelope with 3,700 gallons of storage capacity
June 2nd and 3rd
– Fast Glass Guzzler
Increased storage capacity to 5,000 gallons, new drinker and apron
July 14th & 15th
– Monte Cristo Guzzler
New guzzler with 7,500 gallon capacity, 3,000 sq. ft. apron, new drinker, apron & fence

~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
18
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Wow! We’ve moved some “DIRT” in 5 Years!
Something to be proud of!
By Andy Stinson, NBU-Reno Life Member

Rebuilt Guzzlers to increase capacity, replace aprons, fencing and
drinkers – 21!
Fairview		
Fast Glass
Little Angle -

Crown Peak
Hercules Canyon
This guzzler has been expanded 3 times 		
including a new large capacity drinker!
Upper Pah Rah Lower Pah Rah – Both of these have been 		
retrofitter twice and are now completely new!
Calvada		
Field of Dreams
Snyder 		
Gillis #1 (Upper Paymaster)
Gillis #2 (Virgils) Gillis #3 (Lower Paymaster)
Sunrise Flat
Volocano
Wild Horse Cyn. Dry Falls
Butte		
Table Mtn.
Homestake #2 (R.A.M.)
Corona/Santa Fe
Excelsior (Silver Dyke)
Glen Spoore
Dummy Canyon – totally 		
rebuilt guzzler
Fairview 1
We will
(add to this one next year
along with a new one in Bell Canyon)
On the schedule for next year:
Slate Mtn.
Juniper Snake

Baldwin Canyon
Johnson Canyon

New Guzzlers Constructed - 7
Excelsior Mtn. (Switchback)
Defender (Bob Downs Memorial)
Fairview #2
Moho Mtn.
Monte Cristo
Upper Clark Mtn.
Lower Clark Mtn. Upper 032
Lower 032
Sand Springs North
Sand Springs South
Currant Mtn.
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2012 Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp
The second annual Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp
was held July 21st through the 23rd at Winnemucca Ranch.
Twenty-eight boy and eighteen girl campers were joined by
fourteen men and ten women mentors and supported by
seventy-six volunteers for an outstanding youth camp!
The camp events exposed each camper to archery safety and
archery instruction; shooting into targets and balloons; hunter
firearms safety; fishing instruction for rainbow trout;
orienteering map reading and compass reading; learning
about game calls; Laser Shot safe shooting practices;
.22 rifle shooting with and without scopes; shotgun safety
and shooting instruction at thrown clay targets; identify
animals tracks and how to track a game animal; knot
tying and basic wilderness survival; fly tying; BB gun
shooting range; pelts and animal identification! How’s
that!

T Ortiz Outdoor Skills Camp
Maison nu
al Youth
Second An 12
ly 20-22, 20
Ju

of the
The Locatiochnis located just 30 miles northutifu
l valley

Evening speakers included Carl Lackey on his Bear
Program; Heather Lackey on Nuisance Wildlife Control and
careers in wildlife; Alyson Andreasen on her Mountain Lion work;
Caleb McAdoo on his work as a wildlife biologist and careers in
wildlife biology.
We also want to thank all of the sponsors and donors to the camp:
NBU • NNSCI • Sparks Rotary & Fred Searles Trust
MTO Memorial Fund • Maison Ortiz Fund • Yerington Rotary Club
Wild Sheep Foundation • Thomas P. & Thelma P. Hart Foundation
E.L. Cord Foundation • Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Innerwest Advertisting • REMSA • Irish Capital • Cabela’s
Tri State Surveying, Ltd. • Truckee River Flyfishers Inc.
Sportsman’s Warehouse • Mark Fore and Strike • Scheel’s
Blue Ribbon Meat Company • Dianda Trucking • Goldcorp. Inc.
Q&D Construction • Laxalt & Nomura, Ltd. • Mark and Quinn Cain
Napa Sonoma Grocery Company • United Site Services
International Lining Technology • Todd Jaksick • Randy Venturacci
Ray Callahan • Washoe County Sheriff’s Office • John E. Avansino
MSM • Lee Bros. Leasing • Lori Tockey Thomas L. Smith
Dr. Pepper/7 Up Bottling Co of the West Hendrix Outdoors
ABC Fire • C. Harold and Marcia R. Mielke
James P. and Maizie W. Pusich • Truckee Meadows Electric
Cashman Power Solutions • United Rentals • Sarah Williams
DEVCON Construction Inc. • Reno Kennel Club • Scott Curtis
C and M Food Distrubutors • Reno Tahoe Construction
Sam’s Club #4768 • Western Nevada Supply • Judge Susan Deriso
A Team Trash Hauling • Valley Concrete CO, Inc.

The camp was a huge success and we hope for an equally
successful event next year!
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WOLF PACK RIFLE TEAM
By Terrence Melby, NNSCI Director & Carmen Luke, UNR Wolf Pack Rifle Team Captain
Trivia: What Nevada college sport has won more State NCAA
titles than any other sport in Nevada?
The “UNR WOLF PACK RIFLE TEAM”.

Did you know UNR had a Rifle Team? I was unaware that UNR
even had a shooting team. I was even more surprised when I
learned that the team was almost removed from UNR sports and
almost lost its NCAA accreditation.
This article is to introduce you to our “Wolf Pack Rifle Team”,
their accomplishments and their challenges.
Carmen Luke, the team’s
Captain, is an excellent shooter
in her own right, an avid
advocate of sport shooting, a
strong representative for her
team and a strong supporter
of your Second Amendment
rights. Let her tell you in her
own words about this amazing
team.
“When one thinks of collegiate
sports, football, basketball, and
Carmen Luke
baseball often come to mind.
– Captain, UNR “Wolf Pack Rifle Team”
People very rarely think of rifle.
During my three years of competing on the men’s and women’s
rifle team at the University of Nevada, I got many questions
concerning what exactly the rifle team does. I have been asked
everything from ‘Is that the sport where you ski between shots?’
to ‘So you’re the guys that flip the rifles for the band?’ Each time
I hear these comments I chuckle to myself and politely correct
them” said Carmen Luke, Captain for the “Wolf Pack Rifle Team”.
At the collegiate level, rifle teams compete by shooting small bore
(.22) and air rifle. The small bore portion of the competition is
fired at 50 feet indoors and has a total of 60 shots: 20 in prone,
20 in standing, and 20 in kneeling. Each position has an unlimited
number of sighter shots. Air rifle is shot at 10 meters (33.3 feet)
indoors and also has a total of 60 shots; however, all of them are
fired in the standing position.
The competitors aim at electronic targets. The entire target
system is roughly the size of a shoe box, The bulls eye is similar
in size to the cap of a Gatorade bottle. The maximum amount of
points that can be scored on each shot is ten points. In order to
score the full points, the bullet must take out a dot the size of a pin
tip in the target center. Since there are 60 record shots, the total
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Air Rifle Range

maximum score is out of 600. Collegiate shooters typically score
570 plus in small bore and 580 plus in air rifle.
The rifle team at the University of Nevada was started in 1889.
It has existed on campus as a club, class and/or varsity team
from then to the present. It became an NCAA sport in 1995 when
Coach Fred Harvey, a retired professor of military science, used
his passion for competitive shooting to re-energize the team.
Under Harvey’s instruction, the team has produced many AllAmerican athletes, who have also maintained high college grade
point averages (GPA). Over the past 5 years, the team has held
a 3.5 GPA or better, and for the past 10 years, Nevada has been
represented at the NCAA National Championships. Three of those
years, the team placed in the top 4. The rifle team has produced a
total of 28 All-Americans and 1 NCAA Individual Champion – the
only NCAA Division I Champion from Nevada ever.
Many individuals who have dreams
of shooting at the national and
international level usually shoot
in college to gain the experience
needed to compete. Nevada has
been the alma mater for USA
National Team members such as
Ryan Tanoue, Megan Morrill, and
Dempster Christenson. Tanoue had
a successful career including one
NCAA Individual Championship,
selection for All American seven
times, one World Cup, countless

All –American UNR Rifle Team Member,
Chelsie Hata

will be a band aid fix but one that is not appropriate for
our championship team, the Nevada “Wolf Pack Rifle
Team”.
The “Wolf Pack Rifle Team” needs your support.
not constructed for the use of our small
bore rifles. Unfortunately, this makes it
impossible for the team to host home
matches. The team must fly to all of
our competitions because the closest
universities with rifle teams are the
University of Texas El Paso and the United
States Air Force Academy. Each trip can cost between $5,000
and $6,000. With a limited budget of approximately $27,000, these
trips were difficult to afford. Thirty percent or more of the team’s
travel budget is fundraised by the team each year. Coach Harvey
donated his coach’s salary, ammunition and equipment to the
team in order to keep it afloat.
The NCAA allows every rifle team to compete in a maximum of
13 and a minimum of 8 official matches each season. With our
limited budget, the team can only afford the minimum matches
a year which made it harder for our team to be competitive with
the better resourced teams back East and in the South, which
are able to afford the maximum number of matches. This year, at
nationals, our team was the only team to qualify for the National
Championships with the minimum amount of matches.

UNR Rifle Team Member, Cliff Little

national titles, and is currently
the rifle coach at Ohio State
University. Morrill was an asset
to the Nevada rifle team during
her college years, selected for
All American four times and still
holds a place on the USA National
team. Dempster Christenson just
finished his final year at Nevada.
He has been an All-American
six times throughout his college
career and was a member of
the USA National team for many
years.

The Nevada Rifle team had to overcome many obstacles in order
to compete at the National Championship level. In December
of 2010, our rifle range, compatible for both small bore and air
rifle, was torn down for the construction of the new seismograph
table. The team was very thankful that it was not disbanded after
losing the range, and very grateful for the wonderful support
from the Athletics Department at UNR. Without their support,
the team would not have been relocated to our current air rifle
range. However, the new air rifle range is located in a building

Container Rifle Range?

For more information on the Nevada “Wolf Pack Rifle Team”,
please contact Coach Fred Harvey at (775) 682-6618 or email him
at fharvey@unr.edu or contact NNSCI Director, Terrence Melby at
(775) 771-7653 or email terry@gmlarchitects.com.
Serving Carson City and the Surrounding Area Since 1970

Despite all of the obstacles, Nevada still had a successful year.
UNR placed 8th in the nation and carried a cumulative 3.5 GPA.
This year, the team received three All American Awards. Senior
Dempster Christenson received All-American awards for both
Three Position Small Bore and Standing Air Rifle. Sophomore
Chelsie Hata received the All-American award for her excellent
shooting in Air Rifle. Even with all this success, the team still
looks forward to the day when there is a budget that can support
a higher number of competitive matches and a fully functional rifle
range where both small bore
and air rifle can be shot.”

UNR Rifle Team Trophies

As Carmen indicated, she
and her team members are
facing many obstacles and
challenges this upcoming year;
not the least of which is that
they do not have a small bore
shooting range.
Fred Harvey, the team’s
Coach, hopes to put together
a temporary facility utilizing
cargo shipping containers for
the small bore rifle range. The
containers, when completed,

Over 40 mattresses
on display

“Come and see us
at either location”

3333 N. Carson St
Carson City

911 Topsy Lane
Carson Valley Plaza

Committed to Satisfaction through Quality, Service & Price
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775-883-3333

South Store

775-267-6363

”NBU Gratefully Acknowledges JM Furniture as a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor”
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NBU-Midas Holds Annual Fundraising Event
By Julie Mortara
When I walk down the main dirt road of Midas, NV, I feel a sense
of peace as humungous poplars blow in the fresh breezes of this
quaint canyon town. But every first weekend in August, the town
becomes alive with the festivities of the NBU-Midas fundraising
event. The poplars still sway in the breezes, but the canyon
booms with excitement.
This year’s event was successful and of course very fun. Not
only was there a traditional dinner, auction and raffle,
but several competitive and entertaining games as well.
4-wheelers and Jeeps lined the usual quiet streets of the
town with participants waiting in anticipation for the poker
run, a relaxing trek up the canyon to collect cards for a
poker hand. Friends piled into their vehicles to spend
time together during this beautiful drive. This year’s
winner, Cody Gerhard, had his lucky sister, pal, and dog
along for the ride winning a rifle with queens full of aces.
Around the corner of the event’s location was the .22
shoot. This year’s winners were
Angel Edgar and Shane Adams
both winning .22 Golden Boy rifles.
These winners had to shoot at
four targets that progressively got
smaller. This event is a shoot-out
where you battle head-to-head
until you’re the last man or woman
standing.
Speaking of the last man standing,
that is one game
of chance that
participants can
play by purchasing
a playing card from
several decks that
is put into a raffle.
The top 10 cards
are drawn to play
in the final round.
Then when their
card is announced, they sit down and are out of the game. The
last man standing wins the gun, an X-bolt Browning 22-250. My
husband was one of the three last men standing along with my
brother-in-law and their good friend from elementary school. Our
table cheered in excitement as each other man was drawn and
out of the competition, until the 6 of
clubs was called, and our cheers
turned into grunts and sighs of loss.
We were out. But there was still
hope for my brother-in-law, and so
we waited anxiously. It was Eric
Mortara and Mandy Roberts left.
And with the last card announced,
Eric sat down and Mandy won the
gun!
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Many chances exist to win even more guns during the mystery
cooler, dart, guess the spread, and special raffles. This year a
Bersa 380 was inside the mystery cooler, a .17 caliber rifle was
from the dart game, and a Remington 870 waterfowl shotgun was
from the spin-the-wheel game. Among those raffle games, the
all-time favorite, “Plucka-buck” always had a line
because it is exciting to try
to win more raffle tickets.
And finally, the women’s
raffle had bunches of
ladies surrounded by the
tent of women specific
items. Ironically however,
Chris Forgnone won the
pink and black .22 rifle, the
grand prize. None-the-less, many women enjoyed scanning their
plethora of raffle tickets for the winning numbers.
The auction items had quite the appeal also ranging from rifles
to home-made decor for men and women. Toby J of Oregon put
on a show and produced exquisite one-of-a-kind hand carved
wildlife art. He entertained guests as they watched him create
the artwork with his range of chainsaws right in front of their eyes
completing these beautiful pieces in one afternoon.
As the evening came to a close, participants straggled to their
trailers and trucks for a good night’s sleep. The day had been
quite eventful. Their bellies
were full as well as their
hands of items purchased
or won. They slept well
and rose to a delicious
breakfast of chorizo, eggs,
and potatoes with a few
more chances to win during
the morning raffle. Then
they staggered home
kicking up the Midas dust
behind them reminiscing
about this year’s engaging
and entertaining event.
Going to NBU-Midas is like
camping
with your
best friends as you catch up on old times, create
new memories, and enjoy the fresh Midas air.
All of this year’s proceeds will go towards
supporting Nevada’s wildlife and habitat. Thank
you to all who attended.
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It’s Better to be Lucky
By Ken Vicencio

Wild Sheep Foundation Welcomes Ryan Brock, Ph.D.
To Youth Education Team
Cody, Wyoming – August 14, 2012 WSF is pleased to announce the addition of Ryan
Brock, from Reno, Nevada to the WSF staff team in the position of WSF Youth Education
Coordinator. Ryan is a Ph.D. educator who has a passion for the outdoors and outdoor
education. Ryan is a hunter, shooter, family man and a current elementary school educator in
Reno with the Washoe County School District (WCSD.) Ryan will be coordinating the Youth
Wildlife Conservation Experience (YWCE) education program during our annual conventions
in Reno and will work remotely for WSF from his Reno base while remaining on staff with the
WCSD. Ryan will also lead our new chapter and affiliate education initiative “Shooting,
Hunting, Ethics, Education Program” (S.H.E.E.P.) throughout our North American chapter &
affiliate network to get youth outdoors and introduce them to the traditional shooting, hunting,
angling and outdoor sports.

Ryan’s position and the WSF youth education program is generously underwritten and
sponsored by a grant from MidwayUSA founders, Larry and Brenda Potterfield, who are
unmatched leaders in the shooting sports industry and a visionary patrons of many industry
organizations. The Potterfields also conceived the Youth Wildlife Conservation Experience
(YWCE) concept in 2011 and WSF and other industry organizations conducted inaugural
YWCE events during the 2012 convention season introducing thousands of young men and
women to the outdoors, conservation, wildlife and the shooting sports during their annual
events.
“Ryan will not only elevate the stature and reach of the WSF Youth Education program,
we are confident that Ryan, with a Ph.D. in education and specializing in outdoor education
programs, will be a resource for all like organizations which have a common goal to get youth
outdoors and educate them so they can become the future stewards of our wildlife resources”
stated Gray N. Thornton, President & CEO. “We look forward to taking youth outdoor
education to the next level with Ryan on our team” added Thornton.
The Wild Sheep Foundation, formerly the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep (FNAWS,) was
founded in 1977 by wild sheep conservationists and enthusiasts. With a membership of more than 8,000
worldwide and a chapter network in North America, WSF is the premier advocate for wild sheep, wild goats, other
mountain wildlife, and their habitat. Since forming in 1977, the Wild Sheep Foundation and its chapters and
affiliates have raised and expended more than $85 million on conservation, education and conservation advocacy
programs in North America, Europe and Asia. These and other efforts have resulted in a five-fold increase in
bighorn sheep populations in North America from their historic 1950-70s lows.
For more information on WSF, our youth education programs and the 2013 Convention, please visit
www.wildsheepfoundation.org.
Telephone 307-527-6261 or 800 OK FNAWS. Email info@wildsheepfoundation.org.
Follow us on Facebook™ Facebook.com/WildSheepFoundation.
Wild Sheep Foundation - 720 Allen Avenue – Cody, Wyoming 82414 USA
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The hard thing about big game hunting in Nevada is that
sometimes it takes awhile to draw a tag. It took me three
agonizing years to finally draw a late season archery deer tag.
I could hardly wait for the season to begin. This was going to
be the year I finally harvest a muley with my bow. I spent the
preseason shooting my bow and reading everything I could find
on spot-and-stalk hunting. When November rolled around I felt I
was as prepared as I could be. My goal was to shoot a mature
animal that I could be proud of for my first spot-and-stalk archery
buck.
I met my hunting partners, David York, senior and junior, and Trent
Hiett, on opening morning. We headed out to find some deer,
and it didn’t take long. The first decent buck we saw, we jumped
out of its bed while we were scouting around. He was a heavy
bodied 4 x 3 with really good mass and a unique color to his coat.
I immediately jumped out and watched him disappear into the next
draw. My buddies wanted to keep scouting so I told them that I
would try to get on this deer and then work my way back towards
camp.
I waited a while and kept a close eye on the draw that the buck
ran into. He had yet to leave the draw and I thought there was
a good chance of getting on him, if he was not too spooked. I
crossed to the edge of the draw and began glassing every couple
of steps I took. It wasn’t long before I saw his antlers behind
some brush. He had gone into the draw and bedded back down.
I ranged him at around 80 yards. I couldn’t find a way to get
closer so I backed out. I tried another angle and got within 70
yards only to be spotted and have him blow out of the draw. I
tried for several more hours and realized I was not going to get
anywhere trying to force the situation. I just was not able to close
the last 30 yards to get a good shot.
It was getting late in the day as I worked my way towards camp,
several miles away. The surrounding hills were coming alive
with deer but none were within a reasonable distance with the
time left in the day. I all but gave up and was just walking down
the road when out of nowhere came a nice buck with a small
group of does. I quickly formulated a plan to ambush them as
they made their way up a crease in the hillside. I snuck into
position and waited for what seemed like an hour. It was the
end of shooting light and I
stalked to the edge only to
discover that they had never
moved from the area that I had
last seen them. All that time
neither the deer nor I knew we
were a hundred yards apart and
not going anywhere.
The next two days were
filled with blowing snow, cold
temperatures, and several stalks
that ended in frustration. One of
those stalks was for a nice four

point. That stalk had me
crawling on my hands and
knees in the good spots and
on my elbows the rest of the
time. After an exhausting
stalk the wind carried my
arrow several feet over the buck’s back.
I began to realize that in order to harvest an animal it was going
to take a few key things to line up. I needed to spot the deer at
a greater distance or in such a way that they had no clue I was
near. I also felt I needed to have a better idea of where the buck
was while I made my stalk. I was getting close, but I was just not
in the right spot at the right time. I realized that I could not force
the situation. It is better to have the deer walk away. Finally, if
there is a strong wind don’t shoot. It just wasn’t worth the risk of
wounding the animal.
With the lessons learned over the last few days fresh in my mind,
I stayed late in camp on the fourth day. I found a spot that was
sheltered from the wind so I could check my equipment. After
missing the buck by several feet the day before I was not taking
any chances. With my confidence restored I headed out to see
what the day would bring. I had marked a big heavily brushed
canyon the day before where we had been seeing a lot of deer
bed. I thought that if I could stalk into a spot and wait, the deer
would eventually come to me.
I drove to the top of the canyon and realized that the canyon was
L-shaped. The upper part of the canyon ran from the north to the
south then abruptly swung to the west. I glassed the far northern
end of the canyon and saw two does feeding. As I watched, a
good four point and a three point joined the does. The four point
promptly rounded up the
does and drove them to the
bottom of the canyon out
of sight. I grabbed my bow
and headed for the canyon
close to where it swung to
the west.
Halfway to the bottom of
the canyon I was pinned
down by a fawn as I
crawled from one bunch of brush to the next. We stared at each
other and just when I thought all was lost, she looked down the
canyon and walked off. I looked back to the north and I could not
see the top of the canyon were the bucks were. I stood up slowly
and saw the three point staring at me from behind a clump of
brush higher on the ridge. He was bedded down sunning himself.
He really didn’t look concerned, but he definitely knew I was not
supposed to be there. I was watching him through the binoculars
and could see his eyes were closed. He opened his eyes, and
looked at me. He then bobbed his head and closed his eyes
again. While his eyes were closed, I took the last five yards into
the bottom of the canyon in big strides.
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UNR Cast & Blast Club Hold Fundraising Event
By Julianna C. Jefferson
The bottom of
the canyon was
incised about
three feet and
the brush was
tall, providing
good cover. The
wind was out of
the north. I felt
this was the stalk
that would prove
successful. The
bottom of the draw
was covered in shale so I stripped my boots off and headed up
the canyon in my wool stockings. I was moving at a fairly good
pace when I heard hooves coming toward me. I dropped to my
knees and knocked an arrow. Running straight for me was the
three point with an unseen large bodied forked horn chasing him.
At 30 yards the forked horn turned around and returned to the
does. The three point continued down the canyon towards me
and bedded facing me, not more than 20 yards away. I sat on my
knees for what seemed like forever. I was about to try to scare
the three point away or just shoot him instead, when the four point
got tired of the forked horn’s shenanigans. They sparred briefly
and the forked horn must have decided that the three point was a
better match. The forked horn made a beeline for the rear end of
the three point. In a flash, the three point was up and they both
headed over the ridge out of sight.

I squeezed the release. Just like that he dropped and
spun to his left like an NFL receiver who just caught a
pass and was heading for the end zone. In a flash of
a second, I went from seeing the arrow make a clean
behind the shoulder shot to the arrow going over his
back. Incredibly though, I heard a thud and he was
down. The first thought that went through my mind
was I hit an antler and knocked him unconscious. I
knocked another arrow as fast as I could in my excited
state and sprinted forward. He was stone cold dead.

When I shot,
the buck
had turned
more than 90
degrees from
his original
position and I
hit him dead
center in the
back of the
head.
To think that, with today’s modern bows rated well over 300
fps, a deer can out maneuver the arrow is awe inspiring. The
culmination
of my long stalk was a fine 1muley,
and the proof
renovulc.bighornad_crops_final.pdf
WedMay23/23/12
5:54that
PM
sometimes it’s better to be lucky than good.

Hello NBU Members and Volunteers!
On Saturday April 28th the University of Nevada Reno’s Cast
and Blast Outdoors Club held our 8th Annual Sporting Clay
Fundraising Shoot event. We were grateful to have the best
turnout ever with 108 shooters. This was our most successful
fundraiser and we know that it is due to the support of sportsmen
and sportswomen like you that support the Club and our mission.
We have all ready begun giving back with a donation to the 2nd
Annual Maison T. Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp and a donation
to a Nevada Department of Wildlife stream survey crew. We are
looking forward to the fast approaching school year and the many
opportunities available to our club to make a difference for wildlife
from the success of our shoot.
If you are a college student looking for a way to get more
involved in our club please reach out to us via our email at
unrcastandblast@gmail.com or from our facebook page at
www.facebook.com/unrcastandblast
We would like to also thank the donors and their generosity to
help make our Clay Shoot such a success. A sincere thank you
to the following sponsors who helped contribute to this successful
event!

Auto Truck and Electric
B&T Custom Rod and Restoration
Barry Varischette
Brett & Micki Jefferson
Carson Valley Clays
CM
Custom Truck Accessories
Employers Insurance
Gray Thornton on behalf of Wild Sheep Foundation
House of Arrows
JT Basque Bar and Dining Room
Les Schwab Tires (Reno)
McVay’s Muffler Service
Mel Belding
Mike Dianda Trucking
Napa Auto Parts
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Resource Concepts, Inc.
Sportsman’s Warehouse
Tri State Surveying, Ltd.
Washoe Metal Fabrications
Wiechers Metal Works

As I moved up the canyon, it turned into a small bowl with a
sagebrush covered mound in the middle. On the back side
of the mound I could just make out two does. The four point
and another doe were on the right side of the mound. He was
oblivious to anything but her and she was doing her best to get
away from him. I now had less than 20 yards to go until I felt I
would have a shot at the buck. As he ran her back and forth in
the bowl they kept disappearing behind the mound. When they
did I moved. It was not long before I was in range. I stopped
behind a big sagebrush and ranged a few of the bushes ahead of
me. Where I was kneeling, I only had about a 15 foot window to
shoot as the buck and doe went from the right side of the mound
to behind the mound and back again.
The doe appeared from behind the mound and I went to full draw
knowing the buck was right behind her. As I settled my pin, the
buck jumped past the doe and disappeared to my right. As the
doe followed him, I slowly let the bow down. It was a while before
they reappeared as they crossed to the back side of the mound.
I drew the bow again only to have the buck’s vitals covered by a
bush. As soon as I let down the bow, they were back. He had his
neck outstretched smelling the doe as he followed her. He had
crossed right behind the bush that I ranged earlier at 40 yards.
Again there was brush in the way of a clear shot. I leaned out
from behind my bush to get a clear shooting lane. I corrected for
the breeze and settled the pin as he turned his head to look at
me.

30

NBU Journal . Volume 29 . Number 3

31

A New Club is Formed!

Green Energy, Sportsmen and Public Lands

By Gray N. Thornton, President & CEO

By Larry J. Johnson

A basic tenet of organizations is that people join
because they like to be around other people who
share their beliefs, interests, and goals and/or
have shared experiences. Hunting/Conservation
organizations capitalize on this by either being
species specific (WSF, RMEF, MDF, PH, DU, TU, etc.) or offer
Club is advocacy,
Formed! youth, broad
other shared purposes suchA New
as hunting
BY: Grayprograms
N. Thornton
based education, or other mission
or regional interests.

<1 Club membership is open to those aspiring sheep
hunters who have not yet taken a wild sheep ram.
Membership in the Club includes a special <1 Club
logo t-shirt and entry into a drawing for either a fannin
sheep hunt with Midnight Sun Outfitters in the Yukon
or Dall’s sheep hunt with Lazy J Bar O outfitters in Alaska. Both
hunts will be drawn Friday night February 1st in Reno during
our 2013 convention. Hunt winners also receive a 4-day SAAM
President & CEO
Precision Level I Rifle course at FTW Ranch in Texas as well as
<1 Club formed
During the WSF Saturday night grand finale banquet in Reno this a head to toe sheep hunting ensemble from Sitka Gear, Kenetrek
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sheep hunt, or, if they have, have not yet pulled the trigger and taken a ram. That night, a
concept was ﬂoated and in the weeks following our 2012 convention, the <1 Club (Less than
One Club) was born!

Special to the Las Vegas Review-Journal, Posted: May 20, 2012

On May 7, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar was in Nevada
celebrating the opening of the Silver State North Solar Project.
This 50-megawatt photovoltaic facility will power thousands of
Nevada homes, and it employed nearly 400 people during peak
construction.
Notably, it is also the first large-scale project located on federal
public lands to come online and is one of 29 industrial renewable
energy projects that have been approved for public lands.
This is good news, right? Renewable energy development is a
good option to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from traditional
power plants, and it seems logical to use public lands for wind
and solar development.
At the same time, I am an avid hunter and angler. Public lands are
where I spend most of my time - and dedicating large areas of the
lands that belong to all Americans to a single use is a concern.
Expansive solar and wind facilities could have serious impacts
on fish and wildlife habitat and limit our access to these lands.
Conservation should be included as a cost of doing business in
the price of developing public land for renewable energy.

As we’ve learned since childhood, every choice has its own set of
consequences, and the best options are those that reduce overall
impacts and provide reasonable trade-offs to those impacts. We
A New Club is Formed!
have an opportunity to ensure this happens as the renewable
BY: Gray N. Thornton
energy boom gathers speed. A bipartisan group of federal
President & CEO
lawmakers are taking the lead on providing reasonable returns
<1 Club formed
from private industry’s use of our public land resources, and Sen.
Dean Heller was an original supporter of the proposal.
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dedicated from those endeavors to offsetting potential harm to
fish and wildlife.
Public lands across the windy West and sunny Southwest make
up a vast reservoir of potential power, and developing this
resource “smart from the start” is a stated goal of our federal
government. Opening a new facility such as the Silver State North
solar project is an important step toward.
But this proposal takes the next big step. If and when National
Forest and BLM tracts are used for wind or solar generation, this
legislation would ensure fair payment, equitably shared. And it
would make protecting fish and wildlife habitat one of the goals of
renewable energy development on public land.
We shouldn’t have to make an either-or decision between
cleaner energy and healthy public lands with abundant fish and
wildlife. With passage of the Public Lands Renewable Energy
Development Act, we won’t.
Editors Note: Larry Johnson is President of the Coalition for
Nevada’s Wildlife Inc. and serves as a member of the Board of
Directors for Nevada Bighorns Unlimited.

fossil fuels.

well as to the permitting agencies

www.nvwildlifeplate.com
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oil, gas and coal - not a dime is

The Coalition for Nevada’s Wild Life has been a leader in responsible game management since it’s
inseption, and continues tgo fight for the rights of sportsmen in Nevada.
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TPLO – TIBIAL PLATEAU LEVELING OSTEOTOMY SURGERY
By Terrence Melby, NNSCI Director
Knee surgery
on my dog....?
When my dog
got up from a
nap and started
limping and
holding her left
rear leg up, I
was worried.
This happened
to my little
Black Lab, Zoey, after a hard day of playing with her brother,
Blazer. I watched her for a couple of days; and when there was
no improvement, I took her to Silver Sage Veterinary Clinic. Dr.
Larry Hatch diagnosed the problem of a torn ligament in her knee
and referred me to the Klaich Veterinary Clinic and Dr. Bill Smith,
who introduced me to cruciate ligament tears and tibial plateau
leveling osteotomy (TPLO) surgery.

New Knee Mechanics

Dr. Furman with positive reinforcement after surgery

leash gradually being loosened. When the second phase is over,
there will be one more follow up visit where her progress will be
reviewed and if her status is approved, she will be released.
Damaged Ligament

TPLO Surgery

The doctor told me that Zoey needed surgery to fix her knee or
she would be crippled for life. She is only six years old which
is too young to be crippled. Besides, Zoey has hunted with me
through five seasons of bird hunting. She is an active dog and
is in very good shape; now, she needed TPLO surgery. Tibial
Plateau Leveling Osteotomy surgery is little known to sportsmen
but is very common for sporting dogs.

A follow-up X-ray after the six week
period was done to see how the healing
process has proceeded. Success! Her
bone has healed 80%. Zoey can now
gradually start walking and get her leg
back into shape.

The TPLO surgery involves cutting the top of the tibia, rotating
the bone, and then putting in a plate that is screwed into place
to hold it in the new position while the leg heals. Sounds radical
and looks intimidating, but is very effective, so testified by
veterinarians and which my own research confirms.

The second phase of the recovery
process will be another four-six weeks of
therapy. Short walks each day, gradually
building up to longer walks. Zoey will
be on the leash until that four-six week
period is over with the tension on the

Generally speaking, the TPLO surgery removes the slant to the
tibia plateau, eliminating the need for the cruciate ligament (“F”)
as shown in Diagrams A and B below. The damaged portion is
usually removed. This is accomplished by making a semi-circular
cut across the tibia with a special saw, rotating the tibial plateau.
The plate is then screwed into place, holding the two pieces
of bone in the new position. The incision area is cleaned and
approximately 30 staples later closed up.
The surgery X-rays look intimidating, but Zoey could walk with
a tight rein on the leash. Now comes the challenging part…the
recovery period for Zoey. She couldn’t run, jump, or play with
other dogs…try keeping your dog on a leash, inactive, for six
weeks!
The first two or three weeks weren’t bad; Zoey hurt too much
to be active. But as she started to feel better, Zoey wanted to
become more active, start playing and getting back to her normal
behavior. But she needed rest and inactivity.
As of this writing, Zoey and I have survived the convalescing
period. Six weeks have gone by with Zoey on a leash going
outdoors to take care of business.
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By the time you have the opportunity to read this article, Zoey will
be fully recovered and starting to work in the field once again.
Just in time for bird season to start!

Zoey’s X-Rays Post Surgery

Dr. Smith removing staples

Zoey and I would like to extend a special “thank you” to Klaich
Veterinary Clinic and Dr. Bill Smith who performed the surgery, to
Dr. Rick Furman, who also performs TPLO surgery at the Klaich
Veterinary Clinic, who assured me Zoey was in good hands and
that the surgery would go well.
One other special “thank you” goes out to the Silver Sage
Veterinary Clinic and Dr. Larry Hatch who made the original
assessment.

Then the staples came out

FUR AND FEATHER TAXIDERMY
SPECIALIZING IN ALL TYPES OF BIRDS AND MAMMALS

(775) 425-0116
Alan Barrail - Sparks, Nevada

Preserving your memories for a lifetime.

Zoey’s leg after staples had been removed
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Fur and Feather Taxidermy
as a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor.
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A Shot to Remember...

Breaking News. Big Court Victory at 9th Circuit.
Big Game Forever – March 14, 2012

By Julianna C. Jefferson
It is 4 a.m. on April 16, 2012 and my
father has just waked me up for the last
day of my archery turkey hunt and yes,
I am still turkey-less! This morning my
father and I are going to ghillie suit up
and set-up out of our blinds in a last
ditch effort to put an arrow into a Tom!
We left RCA Hunting Lodge in the dark
layered in warm clothes with our ghillie
suites as our outer layer. We arrived in
plenty of time to set-up before day light and wait. I sat in a small
cedar tree with my father to my left about 50 yards away across
an opening that we have seen turkeys walk through on a couple
of days after flying down from their roost trees across the creek.
He is doing the calling today and we have just heard our first
gobbles as the sun begins to light the dark pre-dawn sky.
My father is a soft coaxing caller and was working hard at getting
a Tom to come over for an early morning date. I sat anxiously
waiting to see a turkey head pop up over the hill in front of
us. Out in the open we cannot even move a muscle for fear of
being busted. It is nothing like the comfort of a blind and being
able to adjust your position ever now and again. We sat and
waited… With an arrow knocked and ready. Then a GOBBLEGOBBLE-GOBBLE burst out from right across the creek. My
father answers back with a purr trying to bring the Tom in. He is
answered by hens yelping and communicating with us as well.
For about 5 to 10 minutes we have calling and replies going back
and forth – VERY exciting, but none want to show themselves
from out of the creek bottom.
Then the dreaded silence as the group of birds walk off in the
opposite direction. We continued to sit and call hoping for a
following Tom to take our bait. But after 4 hours of nothing
walking in or even seeing a bird, I frankly am getting a little
bit restless. This is out last day of hunting and I really wanted
to take my first archery gobbler. Besides, it is my birthday,
I mean after all! I had spent many hours shooting 3D’s and
practicing preparing for this hunt too. To not even see a bird is
disappointing. After a while, my father moves over to sit next to
me and we wait another half an hour sitting together. Finally, we
agree it is time to move to another spot.
It is now 11 a.m. I realize that “prime time” is over and I really
need some good Artemis huntress luck to pull this off. We
decided to check out a blind location that we had not been to
before. We take the Ranger and drive across the lease property
we are hunting on in the Northeast corner of Nebraska, outside
of the little town of Gross. We park the Ranger about 500 yards
from the blind and in super stealth ninja mode sneak into the
blind. We put two hen decoys out in front of the blind at about 20
yards and then quietly enter the blind. Once inside, my father and
I situate ourselves and each knock an arrow. He is going to back
me up, just in case. Funny thing is, we both knock our number 8
arrows – more good luck, The Crazy 88’s are Tom turkey hunting!
My father calls quietly with his favorite box call for a little bit. It
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was hand made by his friend Armand that lives outside of Bend,
Oregon from Myrtle wood. Everyone wants this call after they
hear it. We sit quietly for a couple of minutes. Then suddenly
I see a Tom walking in from the left side of our blind. My father
stops purring. The Tom sees our hen decoys and is in a hurry to
get to them. It wasn’t 30 seconds before he was at 40 yards... 30
yards... 25 yards... He slows down and gets a little suspicious of
the hen’s not moving. I take my chance draw, aim and release.
The Tom suddenly jumps two feet into the air runs forward about
10 yards and crashes into the ground with his tail fanning out in
the breeze.
Success! Between my excitement and my
father’s high five I almost fall over in my
chair. Luckily he catches me before I am
in a heap on the ground. We exit the blind
and walk to where I made my shot. I find a
third of my arrow, then I find another third
and a few turkey feathers. I walk to where
my bird ended up and he is laying there
with the end of my arrow sticking out of
him. “Wow,” I think, “He broke my arrow into three pieces!” Then
I roll him over and look at his beard length. I quickly realize he is
double bearded! One 9 inches and a second 6 inches long!
We still had one more tag to fill and it is only 12 p.m.! We decide
to move again farther into the lease property to look for more big
Toms. We came across a Tom in strut at the base of a low valley,
but my father and I could not put a good sneak on him. We finally
got into another blind and called in three hens. They pecked
around and hung out for quite a while, but after not hearing any
gobbles and having been out all day we were ready to call it a
wrap. We walked back to the Ranger and guess what… The
ranger would not start! We are now at the opposite side of the
ranch from the suburban and we have no vehicle. So, we carry
our bows, decoys, and my turkey and start hiking out. Spending
this time with my father carrying our gear was the highlight of my
whole trip. I did not bring my phone and my father’s phone had
all ready died by this time. We had no distractions and just talked
about all sorts of things. Moments like this are the ones I really
treasure.
By 4 p.m. we were back at
the suburban. We took some
pictures on the side of the road
with my Tom and I then we were
headed back to the lodge. We
arrived back at the lodge at
about 5 p.m. and after a couple
of ice cold ones, it was time to
shower and go to dinner. It was
my 21st birthday! We had an
awesome dinner and wonderful
birthday celebration! We had
a great evening and it was a
superb ending to an absolutely
awesome hunt!

Big, Big News!
30 minutes ago, we found out that we have won in court when it
comes to wolves and wolf delisting. The ruling by the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals in San Francisco clearly supported the legality of
the Congressional action to delist wolves in the Northern Rockies.
The opinion, written by Judge Schroeder, dated March 14, 2012,
ruled that Section 1731 (the wolf bill) was constitutional and that
this action by Congress to delist wolves in the Northern Rockies
was fully legal. This is a huge victory for wildlife conservation and
will allow wolf management to continue in Montana and Idaho. It
also protects Wyoming’s legal victory and leaves the door open
for a Wyoming delisting later this year.
As many of you are aware, Big Game Forever and other
conservation organizations, including partner organizations
Sportsmen for Fish and Widllife and Mule Deer Foundation are
parties to this litigation.
Detailed Analysis
This particular legal challenge attacked various aspects of the
constitutionality of the wolf bill in Congress. This particular case
began last year in Judge Molloy’s court in the Western District
of Montana. Judge Molloy ruled that Congress has full authority
to amend its own laws, including the Endangered Species Act,
and that the delisting by Congress was constitutional. The case
was appealed to the 9th circuit, where the constitutionality of
Section 1731 was once again challenged. The court also ruled
that Congress did amend the endangered species act through
this action to the extent it was inconsistent with the Congressional
delisting language. While it is entirely possible that this case
may be appealed to the Supreme Court, the victories at the
district court level and at the 9th circuit are a great sign. We have
believed throughout this process in the strength of our position
and the legal arguments supporting that position. To this point,
the courts have agreed with our position.
Here is a quote from the ruling:
Appellants’ arguments that Section 1713 is a repeal rather than
an amendment must fail for a similar reason. Congress did not
repeal any part of the ESA. Rather, Congress effectively provided
that no statute, and this must include the ESA, would apply to
the 2009 rule. Congress thus amended the law applicable to the
agency action.
Appellants also contend that the meaning and effect of the 2009
Rule as reissued under Section 1713 are unclear, and that
ambiguity prevents the court from finding an amendment. We
cannot agree. The meaning and intended effect of Section 1713
are perfectly clear. The partial delisting was to take effect within
60 days, with no court review or interference....

of the reissuance of the 2009 Rule, the 2009 Rule does provide
standards by which the agency is to evaluate the continuing
viability of wolves in Montana and Idaho. See, e.g., 74 Fed. Reg.
15,123 at 15,186.
Review of any regulations issued pursuant to the Rule or of
agency compliance with the standards, does not appear to be
restricted.
Section 1713 itself, however, ordering the Rule to issue without
regard to the laws that might otherwise apply, is entitled to be
enforced.
The bottom line is that once again, the courts have ruled in favor
of wolf delisting. Wolf management will continue in the Northern
Rockies by state fish and game agencies including regulated
hunting by sportsmen.
Thank you for your ongoing support. We will continue to keep
you apprised of developments as they arise.
A great victory for healthy wildlife populations and for our outdoor
heritage.
Ryan Benson
Big Game Forever
http://biggameforever.org/
ryandbenson@msn.com

...Finally, we observe that while Section 1713 bars judicial review
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Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
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Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!
NBU GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGES
CABELA’S AS A 32nd
ANNUAL BANQUET
SPONSOR

At Cabela’s, our outdoor experts put our gear
to the test every chance they get. From hunting
and fishing to camping and hiking, Cabela’s
Outfitters do it all. And they are happy to share
the knowledge they gain in the great outdoors
with everyone who walks through the doors of a
Cabela’s store.

FREESHIPPING
TO STORE • EVERY DAY
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cabelas.com/pickup

NBU Journal . Volume 29 . Number 3

NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding and
NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!

Visit us in Reno!
Cabela’s
Reno, NV
775.829.4100
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Visit cabelas.com/reno for complete store details.

Over the last thirty-one years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs; awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having about 9,900 bighorn sheep within our borders.
That is more bighorn sheep than any other state in the lower
48! NBU has been largely responsible for transplanting bighorn

sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in Nevada that bighorns
call home. But NBU is not only about wild sheep! Through the
donations and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased opportunities to
hunt big and small game animals, as well as otherwise enjoying
Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form
When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



You have a choice of membership levels:


Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible; please consult your accountant.



Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram



Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________

Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:
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Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.

Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.
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Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________
Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
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