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Editor’s Notes

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully acknowledges
Kyle M. Meintzer, CFP® as a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor

IT TAKES TIME TO
PLAN YOUR
HUNTS, NOW TAKE
TIME TO PLAN
YOUR RETIREMENT
Living a life that is aligned with your priorities and
values is a dream for most, but it is an imperative
for Nevada Bighorns Unlimited families.
As wild sheep advocates and conservationists at heart, we all
seek to sustain the irreplaceable populations that live throughout the mountains of Nevada.
It is with this same commitment and vigor that I seek to guide the financial lives of the NBU Members I serve.
Over my thirty-six year career I have helped guide many conservation-minded couples through to their chosen
retirements. I accomplish this by applying what I’ve learned throughout my extensive career in the financial services
business. By utilizing a customized investment policy approach and having an in-depth understanding of the
opportunities and pitfalls that may lie ahead, I can help you with this momentous transition in your life.
Life is long, but time can be very short in terms of financial gains and losses, and every decision you make today
may impact your outcomes tomorrow. In today’s economic environment, volatility seems to be more of a rule than
an exception. Yet you can help reduce the “what ifs” in life if you take advantage of a no-obligation Retired in Reno
Review today.

In acknowledgement of my ongoing support and belief in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited’s mission
and members I will be extending a 10% discount to all documented NBU Member families that
reach out to schedule a consultation. Call 775.657.8529 today to learn more or visit
www.heritageworthpreserving.com

KYLE M. MEINTZER, CFP®®

Lincoln Financial Advisors
14310 Quail Ravine Court
Reno, NV 89511-6765
phone: 775. 657. 8529
kyle.meintzer@lfg.com
CA Insurance License#0552192
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer (member SIPC) and registered investment advisor. In
CA, insurance offered through Lincoln Marketing and Insurance Agency, LLC and Lincoln Associates Insurance Agency, Inc. and other fine companies . In NV,
insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corp., and its affiliates. Not
licensed to conduct business in all states. Not to be considered a solicitation in those states in which I am not licensed.CRN201111-2060741
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hat do you think of that cover shot? It comes to us from NBU Past President and
Gold Ram Life Member Jim Nelson, DVM. Jim was there on February 15th when the
Alberta Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep were released in the East Humboldt Range
outside of Elko, Nevada. We had to let everyone know about this historic Rocky
Mountain Bighorn Sheep reintroduction achievement! Be watching next issue for a
piece from Jim and the other NBU volunteers that made the trip to Alberta and back –
what an adventure. (Additional photos on page 7.)
November 6, 2012 NDOW completed phase one of their 2012-2013 Big Game Capture,
Transplant and Monitoring Program by netting 24 California Bighorn Sheep in the Sheep
Creek Range outside of Battle Mountain and releasing them in the Jackson Mountains.
This was the last of a four part operation that started on Nevada Day capturing
50 Desert Bighorn Sheep in the Muddy Mountains near Henderson and the River
Mountains near Boulder city which were transported and released on the Kaiparowits
Plateau in Utah. This project was followed by 25 Desert Bighorn Sheep captured on
Lone Mountain outside of Tonopah and released in the Excelsior Mountains. This
effort was made possible through donations from NBU, NBU-Midas, NBU-Fallon, the
Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn, Nevada Muley’s, the Nevada Chukar Foundation, the
Wild Sheep Foundation (WSF), the Eastern Chapter of the WSF, the Midwest Chapter
of WSF, the Iowa Chapter of WSF and the Utah Chapter of WSF, as well as funding
from the Wildlife Heritage Fund. Please support these groups that are supporting our
Nevada wildlife!
NBU applauded Govern Brian Sandoval’s appointment of long time member George
Tsukamoto as interim director of the NDOW. George is a wildlife professional and
advocate with more than 43 years of experience as both a biologist and administrator.
His tenure and experience will provide great leadership to NDOW during this time
of transition. His participation in the search to find a permanent Director for the
Department is welcome contribution!
Finally, we want to congratulate and acknowledge NBU Gold Ram Life Member Steve
Kellers for receiving the prestigious WSF Guy Eastman Grassroots Award at the
recently held Sheep Show Convention here in Reno. This award honors a hard-working
volunteer that works tirelessly towards the enhancement of North American wild sheep.
In addition, we congratulate NBU members Dianna Belding and Judi Caron for receiving
the 2013 Outstanding Achievement Award for all of their efforts to establish the very
successful Nevada Dream Tag raffle program. Finally, congratulations to NBU Gold
Ram Life Member and WSF Life Member Micki Jefferson, for receiving the WSF 2013
Artemis Outstanding Woman Conservationist Award which recognizes a woman leader
and hunter that make significant contributions toward the enhancement of wild sheep
and other mountain game conservation efforts. Congratulations to Steve, Dianna, Judi
and Micki! Way to go NBU volunteers!

Brett Jefferson, P.L.S.
NBU Journal Editor
BKJefferson@TriStateLtd.com
(775) 352-7003
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Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
A non-profit, tax-exempt
organization incorporated
under Nevada State Law.

Board of Directors
Dennis Wilson, DVM, President
Jeff Turnipseed, Vice President
Brett Jefferson, PLS, Treasurer
Bruce MacKay, Secretary
Mel Belding
Steve Field
Larry Johnson
Ken Joy
Dan Lavach, DVM
Pat Pinjuv
Dan Price
Greg Smith
Steve Tapogna
Joshua Vittori
Dan Warren

Submission Dates:
Spring Issue:
Summer Issue:
Fall Issue:
Winter Issue:

January 31st
April 15th
August 15th
November 15th

For more information on NBU
call (775) 323-1177 or visit our website
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org
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Come to the Land of 10,000 Wild Sheep
and Fulﬁll Your Bighorn Hunt Dreams…

In NEVADA!

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited is proud to auction 2013 Heritage Tags
for a California Bighorn Sheep and a Nelson Desert Bighorn Sheep
At the 33rd Annual NBU Fundraising Banquet
April 5, 2013 at the Peppermill Resort Spa Casino in Reno, Nevada

For Ticket or Bidder Registration Info Call (775) 352-7003

President’s Message
Fellow NBU Members:
Our 33rd Annual Fundraising Banquet is
just around the corner on April 5th, 2013
at the Peppermill Resort Spa Casino. We
will have a great show including auctioning
off two Heritage Bighorn Sheep Tags, one
for a California Bighorn Sheep and one
for a Desert (Nelson) Bighorn Sheep. We will have a fantastic
taxidermy competition, along with tremendous general and silent
auction items. Our famous “Wall of 100 Guns” raffle will return,
along with raffle guns for youth to win. Our raffle items will
include a fully guided Elk landowner tag hunt in area 078, along
with card games, ladies raffle, special raffles and more! Rounded
out by our wall of heads, our general store for NBU merchandise,
and amazing taxidermy with habitat this event will be monumental.
So monumental, in fact, that this year’s banquet is virtually sold
out! I look forward to seeing all 2,000+ of you on April 5th.
We have more Rocky Mountain Bighorn in the Nevada! A
successful trap and transplant operation occurred February 1114, resulting in 17 ewes and 3 rams caught in Alberta, Canada
being released in the East Humboldt range. This fabulous effort
was coordinated by the Nevada Department of Wildlife along with
the Alberta Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Resource
Department, in conjunction with volunteers from NBU and Elko
NBU. Our hope is this seed stock will develop into a viable herd
over the years, replacing the sheep lost during the devastating
die-off (see page 7 for additional photography).
The Wild Sheep Foundation’s 2013 convention was a big success,
not only for the WSF but for NBU as well. The unbelievable
participation from NBU volunteers for move-in, move-out, feeding
the volunteers, participation with the Youth Outdoor Conservation
Experience, and working at the NBU booth to inform the public
about NBU’s mission was phenomenal. NBU was proud to have
four winners of national awards for exceptional volunteerism:
Steve Kellers for the Eastman Grassroots Award; Judi Caron
and Dianna Belding won the Outstanding Achievement Award
for their work on the Nevada Dream Tags Program; and Micki
Jefferson won the Artemis Award for being an outstanding woman
conservationist and hunter. NBU volunteers are world-class! To
top it off, Mel Belding and I were offered the opportunity to raise
funds for a Guzzler project, and the Thursday night crowd, along
with funding from the WSF, pledged $25,000 for a guzzler build.
Nevada’s wildlife and habitat were the true winners from this great
event.
Speaking of the Nevada Dream Tags program, NBU was
successful in obtaining an $8,700 award for an emergency guzzler
build in the Monte Cristo Range. Thanks to the Community
Foundation of Western Nevada and the Dream Tags Committee
for their consideration of our funding request and the skilled
administration of this wonderful program. Be sure to buy your
Dream Tag tickets to continue to make this program successful,
as yet again Nevada’s wildlife and habitat are the beneficiaries.
The resignation of NDOW Director Ken Mayer resulted in a loss to
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NDOW, and Ken’s efforts as
director were truly appreciated
by NBU. NBU wishes Ken
the very best in his future
endeavors, and we know we
can count on him to continue
to contribute to the benefit of
Nevada’s wildlife resources.
Interim Director George
NBU President Dennis Wilson, DVM presents
Tsukamoto will do a wonderful NDOW Director Ken Mayer with a donation of
$30,000 to be used towards the NDOW 2012job until a new director is
2013 Big Game Trap & Transplant Program
hired. George’s wildlife
biology and administrative background, along with his strong
support of NBU will be most helpful during the transition.
Guzzler season is upon us; keep an eye out for the e-mail
messages to our volunteers and by checking the website and
our facebook page. We have a very aggressive guzzler season
coming up; hope to see you on site!
Proudly representing the greatest group of wildlife volunteers and
wildlife supporters in the nation,

Dennis R. Wilson, DVM
President
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited

Take it up a notch!

Join NBU as an Outfitter or
Corporate Member!
Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited helps to
re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s wildlife.
Outfitter Members and Corporate Members receive
a listing in each issue of the NBU Journal as well as
acknowledgement on the NBU-Reno website.
Consider supporting Nevada’s Wildlife
at these new membership levels.
See page 42 for more details!
~ Thank you! ~
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WELCOME TO NEVADA!

Editor’s Notes: Twenty Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep
were released yesterday in the East Humboldt Range
after making the long journey from Alberta, Canada. The group
was made up of seventeen ewes and three young rams. Thank
you to our partners NDOW and Elko Bighorns Unlimited for
their efforts to accomplish this major re-introduction of bighorn
sheep outside of Elko, Nevada. We also want to thank the
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development, Fish and Wildlife
Division and all the owners and employees of Teck at the
Cardinal River Project where the wild sheep originated from near
Cadomin, Alberta. This project is an example of what a success
international partnering in conservation can be.

March 15		
March 15 & 16		
March 16th		
April Single Date TBD
April 4 & 5		

Northern Nevada Chapter – SCI Fundraising Banquet 			
Nevada Wildlife Commission Meeting – CABMW Workshop & Legislative Items
NBU Banquet								
Nevada Wildlife Commission Telephonic Meeting – Legislative Items		
NBU Annual Banquet Set-Up
					

Downtown Reno Ball Room
NDOW Reno Headquarters
Fallon
NDOW Reno Headquarters
Peppermill

April 5		

33rd Annual NBU Fundraising Banquet (5:20pm) 			

Peppermill

April 6		
April 13		
April 15, 2013		
May 10 & 11		
May 18, 2013		

NBU Annual Banquet Tear Down (7:00am)					
Nevada Muleys Dinner							
Submission Deadline Summer NBU Journal Issue
Nevada Wildlife Commission Meeting – Big Game Status Report and Quota Setting
Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn Dinner				

Peppermill		
Winnemucca Convention Center

These sheep are from the same herd as the original sheep
that were released in the East Humboldt Range during
three releases in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. The
Alberta Cadomin herd is also the herd which produced the
current world record Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep. The
wild sheep were transported approximately 1,300 miles
over two days from the capture location to the release site
outside Elko, Nevada in the East Humboldt Range.

NDOW Reno Headquarters
South Pointe, Las Vegas

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet,
please contact any Board member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and
the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.
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Photography by Josh Vittori and James Nelson, DVM
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Come attend the largest single night fundraiser for
wildlife in the country featuring:
Famous Wall of 100 Guns Raffle!
Display your trophy on the Wall of Heads Exhibit!
Kids Rifle Raffles and Prizes!
Come Vote for your favorite display in the Taxidermy Competition!
Special Raffles for Shopping Sprees, Mystery Backpacks,
Camping Gear, Ladies Items and more!
Over 100 Item Silent Auction with Hunting and Outdoor Specialty Items!
Over 40 Item Live Auction including Hunts, Vacations, Camping Gear, and
Two Nevada Heritage Tags – one for Nelson Desert Bighorn Sheep and one for California Bighorn Sheep!

Walk...
Run...

or Fly!!

Get Your Tickets NOW!
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited invites you, your family and friends to our
33rd Annual Fundraising Banquet on Friday, April 5, 2013 at the
Peppermill Resort Spa & Casino in Reno, Nevada. Over the years
NBU has become one of the largest volunteer sportsmen’s
organizations in the U.S., raising millions of dollars &
logging thousands of volunteer hours to support wildlife
in Nevada and our neighboring states.

Come celebrate 10,500 Bighorn
Sheep in Nevada and help us to put
even more sheep in the Mountain!

For more info and tickets, email us at:
9
Info@NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org or call us at: (775) 323-1177

Join the 33rd Annual NBU Banquet

2013 Banquet Raﬄe Preview
Look forward to some of the following premier raﬄe items at this year
year’ss
banquet:

Walll of Heads!
Wal
Heads!

Nevada Landowner Elk Tag & 5-Day Fully Guided Hunt
Leica Huntingg Optics
p
Fort Knox Gun Safes
Camp Package
Colt AR-15 with Trijicon Acog Scope
Predator Hunting Package
Yeti Cooler Packages
Scheels $3,000 Shopping Spree
Sitka
Sitk Clothing
Cl thi Systems
S t
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Come One
Come all!
If you plan on joining us for our 33rd annual
fundraising banquet scheduled for April 5th,
2013 and would like the opportunity to display
your trophy on our wall of heads, give us a
call. Simply bring us your mount, European
mount, or bare horns the day before the
banquet (April 4th) and we will make them
available for all to see. A Special at random
raffle will be made available to any youth
(under 16) participants. If you have questions
or concerns please contact director Ken Joy
through the information listed below.
See you April 5th 2013!
Phone: 775-343-8089
Email: kenjoy@joyengineering.com
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Wild Sheep Foundation - Putting and Keeping Sheep on the Mountain!
By Gray Thornton, WSF President & C.E.O.

Founded in 1977 and known
formerly as the Foundation
for North American Wild
Sheep (FNAWS), The Wild
Sheep foundation (WSF),
Foundation
like our conservation
partner, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) enjoys mission
accomplishments far exceeding its membership size.
Unlike Rocky Mountain elk, mule and whitetail deer, the iconic
bighorn lacked sufficient population numbers and hunting
opportunity and hence license and tag fees to pay its way.
Responding to the lack of state and provincial funding to properly
manage and repatriate wild sheep to their native range, and faced
with near historical all time bighorn population lows in the 1960s
and ‘70s, several visionary sheep hunters met in Wisconsin in
1974 to swap sheep and mountain hunting stories and to discuss
the plight of wild sheep range wide. This humble beginning
became the genesis of FNAWS and the formation of one of the
most effective and influential wildlife conservation organizations in
the world with a purpose “To Put Sheep on the Mountain™.”
With private funding from members and donors, an annual
convention known as the “The Sheep Show” and in 1980 with
the sale of the first “Governor’s Tag” from Wyoming, FNAWS and
its partners began funding initiatives throughout North America
to accomplish its purpose. Millions of dollars were raised and
put “on the mountain” for wild sheep. Trap and transplants were
conducted west wide initially bringing bighorns from Alberta and
British Columbia south. Wildlife swaps occurred with wild stories
of wild turkeys swapped transported in private jets traded for
desert bighorn sheep. Relocation maps showing sheep transfers
now look like an airline route map for a successful western air
carrier. FNAWS, its chapters and affiliates, members and agency
partners put sheep on the mountains throughout their historical
range. The results are a a modern day wildlife success story
- Rocky Mountain, California and desert bighorn sheep which
numbered +/- 17,000 in the 1960s have been expanded four-fold
to more than 70,000 today.
Bighorn Sheep then and Now:
Nevada
Colorado
Wyoming
Montana
Utah
Texas
Washington
Arizona
California
Oregon
Idaho

Estimated Bighorn/Desert Bighorn Populations
2011
% Increase
1960
Remnant
10,000
3,000
7,500
250%
2,000
6,500
325%
1,700
5,100
300%
Remnant
5,000
Remnant
1,100
Remnant
1,700
3,500
5,500
57%
2,500
4,800
92%
25
4,200
1680%
2,800
2,900
3%

Sources: Bueckner Monograph (1960) and Western Association of Fish & Wildlife
Agencies (2011 data)

Of course, this incredible increase in sheep has also increased
hunter opportunity. In 1958, Montana issued 65 permits and 59
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sheep were harvested. In 2010, Montana issued 151 bighorn
permits and 136 were harvested. Wyoming issued 148 permits
in 1958 and 71 were harvested. In 2010, Wyoming issued 256
permits and 211 bighorns were taken. Interestingly, Colorado
issued 211 permits in both 1958 and in 2010. In 1958 only 51
sheep were harvested compared to 118 in 2010. One of the finest
bighorn comeback stories is Nevada which had only a remnant
population of bighorns in the 1960s. Today, Nevada boasts more
than 10,000 wild sheep made up of Rocky Mountain, California
and desert bighorn sheep. In 1958 Nevada offered 80 sheep
permits and harvested 30. In 2011 The Silver State offered
285 tags and harvested 244! Hat’s off to NBU, their dedicated
and their many thousands of man-hours of hands on work and
exceptional fundraising efforts which are dedicated and given not
only to support bighorns in Nevada – but benefits all her wildlife.
This success conservation success is a credit to the more
than 10,000 WSF and affiliated chapter and affiliate members
worldwide and their thousands of man-hours of labor, dedication
and dollars contribution to bring wild sheep back from the brink…
but the work is not done. Knowledge gained from hundreds
of thousands of dollars in disease research has proven
unequivocally that the primary threat to keeping sheep on the
mountain is ensuring domestic sheep and goats are separated
both spatially and temporally from bighorns. WSF is again leading
the efforts to protect wild sheep from bacteria from domestic
stock while working with the domestic sheep industry to seek
collaborative solutions to this deadly problem.
As dedicated conservationists, WSF during its most recent
2011-12 fiscal year raised and put on the ground more than
$3.6 million to mission programs benefiting wild sheep, other
wildlife, their habitats and those who pursue them. This stunning
amount equates to more than $700 per member annually. For
every membership dues dollar received, WSF puts $16 on the
ground in mission programs – a 16:1 multiplier ratio unmatched
in our industry. Combined with our chapters and affiliates, WSF
has raised and contributed more than $85 million to our purpose
of “Putting and Keeping Sheep on the Mountain™” since our
founding.
WSF launched two innovative programs in 2012 to compliment its
mission. The inaugural “Youth Wildlife Conservation Experience”
(YWCE) was held during the Foundation’s January 2012
convention in Reno, Nevada and introduced youth grade 5 – 12
to the shooting sports, archery, fly fishing, conservation, wildlife
management and even wildlife forensics during the three day
event. The YWCE is funded through an endowed grant from
MidwayUSA Foundation and founders Larry & Brenda Potterfield.
The WSF YWCE program is expanding in 2013 to include more
than 600 youth participants at the 2013 YWCE during The Sheep
Show in Reno and will include similar downsized event within
our chapter and affiliates ranks under WSF’s new Shooting
Hunting Ethics Education Program (S.H.E.E.P.) also generosity
underwritten by a grant from Larry and Brenda Potterfield. As a
component of the S.H.E.E.P. initiative, WSF is partnering with
the Boone & Crockett Club to send youth from throughout North
America to the B&C’s TR Memorial Ranch in the summer of 2013.

There are many programs to recognize sheep and mountain
hunters, but what about aspiring sheep hunters? Responding
to this need WSF launched the innovative <1 Club (Less Than
One Club.) A basic tenet of organizations is that people join
because they like to be around other people who share their
beliefs, interests, and goals and/or have shared experiences.
Hunting/Conservation organizations capitalize on this by either
being species specific or offer other shared purposes such as
hunting advocacy, youth, broad based education, or other mission
programs or regional interests.
During the WSF Saturday night grand finale banquet in Reno this
past January, several young WSF members, who are aspiring
sheep hunters, lamented that WSF did not have any program in
place for “them” – hunters who have not yet taken a wild sheep
ram. WSF and many other organizations with award and hunting
recognition programs recognize either a notable sheep or goat
or a collection. But, WSF did not have any program designed
specifically for the aspiring sheep hunter…the man or woman who
dutifully enters the state/provincial lottery drawings waiting for
their lucky day, or who have not yet purchased a North American
or international sheep hunt, or, if they have, have not yet pulled
the trigger and taken a ram. That night, a concept was floated and
in the weeks following our 2012 convention, the <1 Club (Less
than One Club) was born!
<1 Club membership is open to those aspiring sheep hunters who
have not yet taken a wild sheep ram. The inaugural Membership
in the Club includes a special <1 Club logo t-shirt and entry
into a drawing for either a fannin sheep hunt with Midnight Sun
Outfitters in the Yukon or Dall’s sheep hunt with Lazy J Bar O
outfitters in Alaska. Both hunts were drawn Friday night February
1st in Reno during our 2013 convention with the first prize going
to Peter Briant of Reno, Nevada! Hunt winners also received
a 4-day SAAM Precision Level I Rifle course at FTW Ranch in
Texas as well as a head to toe sheep hunting ensemble from
Sitka Gear, Kenetrek Boots, Mystery Ranch backpacks and an
optics package from MINOX USA. All of these fantastic drawing
prizes were fully (100%) donated to WSF by the sponsors who
with their generous support are ensuring that a new generation of
mountain hunters enters the WSF and wild sheep conservation
ranks. Hunts and prizes for second year of the <1 Club are being
secured as this article goes to print. Watch the WSF facebook™
page and website for updates and details.
The WSF annual convention, “The Sheep Show™” is the premier
mountain hunting and conservation convention in the world! We
returned in 2013 “under one roof” to the Grand Sierra Resort
and Casino in Reno, Nevada and with the support of NBU and
thousands of Nevadans who attended the show it waw a record
breaker for wildlife! An exceptional show with a family and friendly
atmosphere, The Sheep Show™ is attended by dedicated hunters
and conservationist from around the globe. Sheep hunters are a
rare breed - they hunt hard, hunt ethically, and go to the extremes
in their quest and chase. With the finest outfitters and guides from
the high mountains of North America, the South Pacific, Europe,
and Asia, to the high plains of Africa, the Wild Sheep Foundation
is the convention to attend.
Join us in Reno again January 22-25, 2014 at the Peppermill
Resort and Reno Sparks Convention Center to help “Put and
Keep Sheep on the Mountain™”
www.wildsheepfoundation.org
info@wildsheepfoundation.org
Facebook.com/WildSheepFoundation

Anthony Imperato

President of Henr y Repeating Arms

“Henry rifles will only be
made in America or they
won’t be made at all.”
It’s not a prideful boast. It’s a
solemn oath from all of us at Henry
Repeating Arms. Every Henry rifle
is and always will be made in America
by American workers. Decent, hard
Henr y Golden Boy
.22 LR /.22 Mag working folks like you who take great
.17HMR
pride in their work. We won’t follow the
path of other manufacturers who have
their products made overseas and slap
their name on them. When you read the
rollmark on the barrel of a Henry, it’s
Henr y Big Boy going to read Made in the USA.
.44 Mag /.45C
We start with only the finest
.357 Mag
ingredients - gun barrel quality steel
from Ohio, genuine American walnut
from Missouri and Iowa, steel castings
from Wisconsin and brass components
Henr y
Acu-Bolt
from Pennsylvania. We manufacture a
.22 LR
rifle that you will be proud to own – with
.22 Mag
.17 HMR the smoothest action, flawless reliability,
and pinpoint accuracy. Made in America
with the same integrity as the Henry
rifle President Lincoln owned.
We are a family owned business
and we stand behind every rifle that
Henr y U.S. Sur vival leaves our plant. You will find our
.22 LR
customer service second to none, and
we’ll do whatever it takes to guarantee
your complete satisfaction.
We invite you to become part of
the Henry family. Please order our free
catalog, which includes information
about our rifles, a list of dealers in
your area and a free Henry decal.

“NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Henry Repeating Arms as
a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor”

For a FREE color catalog
visit www.henryrifles.com
or call Toll Free (866) 200-2354
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Gator Hunt 2012
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By Kristie Belding

NBU GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGES
CABELA’S AS A 32nd
ANNUAL BANQUET
SPONSOR

At Cabela’s, our outdoor experts put our gear
to the test every chance they get. From hunting
and fishing to camping and hiking, Cabela’s
Outfitters do it all. And they are happy to share
the knowledge they gain in the great outdoors
with everyone who walks through the doors of a
Cabela’s store.

FREESHIPPING
TO STORE • EVERY DAY
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Being a Florida Gator fan, it may be an oxymoron that I really
wanted to hunt a real alligator, but I did. So, when my good friend
Jim Stanford of Central Kansas Outfitting texted me on a Friday
night while at Happy Hour with some coworkers asking if I wanted
to come hunt a gator that next weekend with him in South Florida;
it was way too hard to turn down. First of all, Jim is a great
outfitter out of Central Kansas, with awesome waterfowl, turkey,
and beautiful white tail opportunities, plus he is a Packers fan,
and a good friend. I knew we would have a fun time hunting these
alligators, and I wanted a gator. So, I got on line booked a pricey
flight to Florida and started looking up what exactly I had signed
up for.

was reeling, Joe Longley also with Killin’ It outdoors was rowing
and my job would be to cast the big hook the snag the gator on
the rope. First throw with the big hook fine, but I didn’t let it sink
down far enough. Try number too not far enough, throw number
three missed the gator. Mind you, all this time Brenda has a 10
ft plus gator on her hook that is dragging us around in the boat.
I was up for try four, I let it sink to the bottom, started pulling,
snagged something and we had the boat pulling in one direction
of my snag and the other of the gator. I had completely missed
the gator and snagged a rock, man down we lost the gator and
had a difficult time getting the big hook off that rock. I was quickly
removed of my duties of casting the hook, whoops.

The research I found didn’t ease my nerves/excitement at all.
When you watch Swamp People in Louisiana with the backwoods
crazy guy; that is not what I did. When you watch the Gator Boys
wrestling gators in a staged pool; that is not what I did. Real gator
hunting that you see on TV is a team effort. If you look up Killin’
it Outdoors alligator videos on youtube that will give you a little
better idea of what exactly you are getting into. The team at Killin’
It Outdoors in Southern Florida knows how to put a team together
to bring in some huge alligators.

Round two, after driving along a different set of levees, the boys
had casted and hooked another Gator. Brenda was in the boat
and we were ready to roll. This time, I did not get to cast the
snatch hook, but I did get to reel the rope in. Once, Brett got the
snatch hook in the Gator the fight was truly on, the gator was
rolling, pulling, and swimming underneath the boat. Alligators are
not small animals, nor do they give up a fight easily, so the fight
to reel a gator onto shore is not like the pull of a trigger. With an
alligator the key word is tension, keep it tight, but don’t pull the
Gator up. Just keep pulling it towards the shore. When we got the
Gator almost to the shore; and I managed to miss getting knocked
out by its thrashing tail by inches! Brenda did a great job reeling
him in, Brett did a great job getting the boat to the shore, and
it was thanks to the rest of the crew (Jim, Joe, Danny, George,
and Nicole) pulling the boat and all of us on the shore, with the
gator. Now, that we had the gator on shore, the fight would be
a little quicker. A team of two guys help the rope with the gator
hooked onto it, Brenda was readying to hit her gator with the
bang stick, and the rest of
us were helping with holding
lights and fishing poles.
Once, Joe showed Brenda
the sweet spot behind the
gators eyes to hit with the
bang stick, Brenda cocked
back with the bang stick and
hit exactly where she was
supposed to. ONE GATOR
DOWN!

When it was time to leave for my hunt, I left my kindergartners
with a sub on a Thursday in October, watched the Giants
win round one of the playoffs, and boarded a plane to Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. It would be an understatement to say that I
was excited for my hunt that day. I was more than excited; I was
ecstatic, nervous, and so blessed to be headed out on this gator
hunt. I arrived in South Florida, at 11 a little too late to head to a
hunting camp, and Jim was getting in an hour later, so we got a
motel and waited to head out the next night
for gators. On Friday, we hit a great restaurant
featured on Diners Drive Ins and Dives called
Whale’s Rib, served the best blackened Rock
Shrimp and delicious Dolphin Fish; a must to
go visit in Fort Lauderdale.

Visit us in Reno!
Cabela’s
Reno, NV
775.829.4100
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Visit cabelas.com/reno for complete store details.

Next, we loaded up the trucks for the hunt.
Gator hunting like I said is a team effort, and
with a team there are a lot of tools you need
as well. There are different sized hooks,
different strength poles, canoes and boats,
harpoons, head lamps, spot lights, and the
best part the bang sticks. By five o’clock on
Friday we were at the hunting spot looking
for alligators in the levees. Alligator hunting is not like any regular
big game hunt that I have been on; it’s more of a combination
of fishing and hunting which makes sense because they are
amphibians.
We started this hunt with one of the founders of Sik Chik hunting
apparel (hunting apparel for women) Brenda Tsgaris, Brenda was
filming her hunt with Brett Cannon from Killin’ it outdoors. Brenda
was up first to find a gator, Brett snagged a gator for Brenda
around 6:30 pm, it was a huge one, we all got in the boat Brenda

Next it was my turn! After
seeing Brenda make a shot
on the gator like she did
and getting to pull the gator in on the rope; I was ready to take
a gator on. We drove around looking for a big gator to hook, my
hopes were dwindling with the passing hours, but at around 1 am
on Saturday Morning Joe and Nicole had spotted a big gator just
outside of a pump house. Joe got out and casted on the gator and
Brett came down and helped to cast on the gator as well. After a
couple casts and the two guys casting over each other; Brett had
a good hook on the gator and it was time to get in the boat. Now,
I didn’t know when I signed up for this gator hunt I was getting
into a great bicep and core workout, but I did. Once the gator was
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hooked we hopped into the boat, and readied to hook the gator
with the big hook to bring him to the shore.
As we pushed off in the boat,
the gator was already pulling
hard. The gator started pulling
the boat to the other side of
the levee, and we still needed
to put the big hook in him.
This gator did not want to go
to the bottom long enough to
throw the big hook in, maybe
this gator had been hooked
before. This gator pulled and
tugged and swam to the other
side of the shore and swam
underneath the boat all before
we could snag him with the big
hook. This is where the bicep
work out comes in, my biceps
were flexed and the pole was up against my core, I was trying
as hard as I could to keep the right amount of slack on this gator
without letting him snap off the pole. In the meantime, the guys
had to cast out the big hook at least four times before we could
hook it in him. At one point the gator tried to swim underneath
buoys, and could have gotten away. This was a stubborn gator
and he did not want the fight to end. At this point we had to
release tension on the gator and have the guys on shore pull
us closer to get the gator away from the buoys so that we could
throw the big hook in him to bring him on shore.
After, a long fight of over 45 minutes, Joe casted out and hooked
the gator. The gator was fighting and thrashing and rolling around,
which was great because he kept wrapping himself around the
neck with the rope. Joe and Brenda pulled on the rope and got us
all back to shore to get the boat out. Now it was time for the bang
stick, needless to say I was more than happy to be off the boat
and ready to use the bang stick. The gator was pulled up to a
steep spot on the shore, so it was really hard to get stable footing
to use the bang stick, and it wasn’t easy for me to stay still. At
one point, Brett had to ask someone while he was helping Joe
hold the gator with the rope on the shore, to have someone hold
my shirt and keep me stable, because he was worried with how
excited I was I was going to fall in and get bit by this gator. Well,
I finally got stable footing without falling in the water, and it was
time to use the bang stick. Yeah Buddy!
Now, to rewind this story just a bit, prior to using the bang stick
Nicole had pumped me up that in order to be successful with
the bang stick you would have to hit the gator on top of the head
really hard. She had previously ripped the skin off of her gators
nose, not hitting it hard enough with a bang stick, so she did not
want had happened to her happen to any of us. So, when Brett
showed me where to hit the gator with the stick and I was given
the go that as soon as his head was in the water to hit him there.
I cocked back with the bang stick like Zena Warrior Princess and
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missed the spot I was told to and shot him in the side of the head.
Whoops… So, the guys calmed me down again, loaded the gun,
and told me not to cock back so hard just put in on the spot and
come down hard on it with the stick.
Round 2, DONE! I blew a hole in my
gators skull about the size of a silver
dollar and two inches deep; this gator
was done for. Fortunately, it was a
successful Friday night, two gators
down, and one to go for the next night.
Saturday it was Jim’s turn to get a
gator. After a fun day of riding around
a hunting camp in southern Florida
searching for wild pigs, we set out for
a gator. Half an hour into the hunt,
Joe was about to cast on one, but
he missed it, and hooked a bunch of
weeds. This was not good juju for the
hunt because it would be six hours
of driving around and seeing small gators and missing the cast
on one gator. It was a long six hours. Finally, after driving around
and spot lighting Brett casted on a gator and the fight was on
Fortunately, Joe had casted and caught this gator, so we had 2
hooks in this gator one to keep the tension on shore and one to
use in the boat. Up in the boat, it would be Jim’s turn to reel the
gator in, so Brett and Jim set out in the canoe with gator on reel in
hand to cast out the big hook.

Brett’s mind, “Did I get shot?” “Was I bit by the gator?”
“Am I still alive?” “Why am I in this water?” Nor can I
imagine how he felt at that moment, but thank God he
was okay. He just suffered a sore shoulder for the rest
of the evening and a ruined iphone, bummer. In the end,
Jim had hit his gator perfectly, and he had gotten a huge
gator, 11 feet long! Way to go Jim!
By the time Jim’s gator was cut up and loaded in the truck
it was time to make the drive back to Ft. Lauderdale at
3:30 am in order to catch my flight to Reno at 6:30 am. I’m
sure I was the worst person to sit next to, but the whole
trip was totally worth it. I want to thank my good friend
Jim Stanford with Central Kansas Outfitting for inviting
me on this trip. I want to thank Brett Cannon and Joe
Longely and the rest of their team with Killin’ It Outdoors
in Ft. Lauderdale Florida. Brenda Tsargis with Sik Chik
hunting apparel, Nicole for her moral support and advice
to Zena Warrior Princess my gator with the bangstick, as
well as Jason Haywood for opening his beautiful hunting camp
for us to stay in and hunt for hogs. I am so blessed to be able to
do the things I do, and I thank God every day for the life I live. If
you haven’t gotten the chance to hunt gators yet, do it. It is a rush.

If you haven’t gotten into hunting yet, do it or join in on a friends
hunt, just being a part of the experience of a hunt is amazing.
Thank you and God Bless!

NBU acknowledges Wildlife Revolutions
as winner of the 2012 People’s Choice
Taxidermy Award

A few casts into the fight, Brett hooked the gator with the big
hook, and the fight was on. This would be an entertaining fight for
Brett and Jim and the rest of us watching, at one point the fight
got very terrifying when the gator fought so hard the canoe that
Brett and Jim were in would soon be sideways in the air. I was
sure they were both going in the water, and this hunt was not
going to end on a happy note. But after the tipping, roaring, and
nerves had calmed, I peeked through my covered eyes expecting
to see a disaster, but discovered Jim was lying flat out in the
canoe and Brett was sitting on the back of the canoe. Thank God!
After nerves were calm and the fishing poles were gathered, Brett
casted out again to catch the gator with the big hook one more
time. After a few tries, he was successful and after a few minutes
of dragging them around the two made it back to shore out of the
boat, and now it was time to pull this gator to the shore, so that
Jim could use the bang stick on him.
This was not a small gator, so it took a few guys to pull him on
the shore to make it easier for Jim to use the bang stick on him.
When the Gator was set and ready to go, Brett had to prop him up
with an ore to force the gators head in the water so that Jim could
safely use the bang stick. Jim hit the gator right on the sweet spot
with the bang stick. It was a great shot, but at that moment when
Brett was holding the gator with the ore, the ore broke when the
gator was hit, and the movement sent Brett flipping over the gator
straight into the water. For a minute we were all confused as to
what happened, and I can only imagine what was running through
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By Tristan Howard

In August 2011, observers reported domestic sheep roaming
California bighorn habitat in Nevada’s Snowstorm Mountains. In
the same month, wildlife biologists noticed bighorns in the region
die from pneumonia, which substantially reduced herd numbers
(DeLong 2011). This deadly trend has become common not only
in Nevada but also across much of the American West.
For over 100
years, disease
has significantly
limited bighorn
(Ovis canadensis)
populations in
the western U.S.
(Tomassini et al.
2009; Valdez and
Krausman 1999).
Interaction with
domestic sheep
(Ovis aries) has
been a primary
cause of fatal
bighorn disease
outbreaks, which
have severely
reduced or
wiped out entire
Desert bighorn ram in Arizona with domestic sheep
populations
(Photo by Bob Henry, Arizona Game & Fish Department)
(Tomassini
et al. 2009; Toweill and Geist 1999). According to Washington
State University researcher William J. Foreyt: “If the wildlife
management objective is to keep bighorn sheep alive, absolutely
no physical contact with domestic sheep should be permitted”
(USFS 2001, 4).
The fact that bighorn-domestic sheep interaction often leads
to fatal bighorn disease is well-established, despite some
uncertainties about precise transmission components (Brigham,
Rominger, and Espinosa T. 2007). Every state in the western
U.S. has hosted disease-caused bighorn die-offs, which
commonly occur after wild sheep interact with domestic sheep
(DBC Technical Staff 1990). However, significant bighorn dieoffs may occur with no well-documented cause, or domestic
sheep interaction may be likely but unproven (Arthur et al. 1999;
WAFWA 2010a). Interaction is often not observed because of the
remoteness, ruggedness, and lack of human presence common in
bighorn ranges (George et al. 2008).
For over a decade, I have enjoyed viewing and researching
bighorns in several states as part of my natural history filmmaking
hobby. When I started earning a Master of Science in Geography
at The University of Montana in fall 2011, I continued to study
bighorns. This article is derived from my in-progress thesis
focusing on the disease issue.

Editor’s Notes: Tristan Howard is a graduate student at The University
of Montana. Mr. Howard is a geographer and part-time natural history
filmmaker. He posses extensive knowledge of biography, ecology, and
wildlife biology and recently completed a comprehensive website featuring
information, documents, articles and narratives related to the wild bighorn
sheep – domestic sheep disease issue. This website, BighornDiseaseInfo.
org, draws from research performed for his thesis about bighorn-domestic
sheep interaction policy. This first of a two part series is written with
the general public in mind in a effort to educate stakeholders about this
complex issue that affects most of the Western United States.

The bighorn-domestic sheep disease problem is a topical,
complicated, and sometimes heated issue demanding rich
exposition for proficient understanding. Part 1 of this article fills
you in on some of the key elements of wild-domestic sheep
disease biology. Part 2 (in the next issue) will cover policy and
controversy. Part 1 provides information on: disease strains
and infection factors, transmission evidence, the exclusivity of
domestic sheep as a disease threat, the possibility of a vaccine
solution, and nationwide regional trends.
Disease Strains & Infection Factors
Bighorn disease outbreaks regularly impact wild sheep of all
ages and kill many or most of a population’s individuals (USFS
2006). Bighorn disease die-offs can strike the animals quickly,
killing them within a few days. Nonetheless, die-offs can also
last months with bighorns gradually sickening before losing their
battle with illness (MFWP 2010). While “bighorns + domestic
sheep = many dead bighorns” is often a valid general conclusion,
the equation is not that simple. Bighorns can experience disease
die-offs without contacting domestic sheep, and bighorns may
sometimes mingle with domestic sheep without fatal illness or
without immediately getting sick (BLM 1999; Aune et al. 1998).
Wild sheep can also carry strains of pneumonia bacteria without
dying or displaying observable symptoms, and various biological
and ecological factors (weather, parasites, nutrition, etc.) could
worsen or mitigate illness (Malmberg, Nordeen, and Butterfield
2008).
Numerous diseases (scabies, worm parasites, bluetongue,
soremouth, etc.) from domestic sheep can kill bighorns, but
pneumonia is one of the most frequent and prominent bacterial
afflictions of wild sheep (DBC Technical Staff 1990; Tomassini et
al. 2009). Various strains of pneumonia bacteria can prove fatal to
bighorns, and disease risk varies with different types of microbes
(Tomassini et al. 2009; Heimer 2002). Mannheimia haemolytica
(formerly classified as Pasteurella haemolytica) has been one
of the deadliest bacteria bighorns face (Tomassini et al. 2009;
Heimer 2002; Lawrence et al. 2010). It is commonly found in
domestic sheep and rarer in bighorns (George et al. 2008). In this
article, microbial pathogens causing pneumonia are often simply
referred to as “pneumonia bacteria.” Just how close do wild and
domestic sheep need to be for disease transmission? Scientists
have generally assumed nose-to-nose contact was necessary,
but wind tunnel experiments indicate bacteria could be transmitted
between domestic and wild sheep without direct contact (Dixon et
al. 2002).
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Some important disease transmission factors stand out that
highlight bighorns’ special susceptibility. One factor is that
domestic sheep are often healthy during and after fatal infection of
bighorns (DBC Technical Staff 1990). Domestic sheep can carry
pneumonia bacteria that do not harm them but are deadly to wild
sheep (George et al. 2008). Healthy domestic sheep can fatally
infect bighorns because bighorns are a New World species with
more compromised immunity, likely because they did not evolve
with the Old World microorganisms to which domestic sheep have
gradually adapted (Subrimaniam et al. 2011a; DBC Technical Staff
1990).
Another important factor of wild-domestic sheep disease
transmission is that an illness’s effect on individual bighorn
populations can be long-lasting. Pneumonia outbreaks usually
suppress wild sheep lamb recruitment for years after an all-age
die-off (USFS 2006). For example, after a 1970s desert bighorn
pneumonia outbreak in California’s Santa Rosa Mountains,
bighorn lambs regularly died from pneumonia, poor recruitment
continued for 13 years, and the adult population decreased by
81% from 1979 to 1996 (DeForge et al. 1982, 1997). Suppressed
lamb recruitment also occurred after Montana’s Lower and Upper
Rock Creek bighorn populations suffered severe pneumonia dieoffs in the winter of 2009-2010. By 2011, the number of yearlings
per 100 ewes in the Rock Creek populations had dropped by
96% (WAFWA 2010a; Crowser 2011). Apparently, pneumonia
especially deadly to lambs comes from ewes that stay infective
after an outbreak, even though such pathogenicity may not be
detectable (Cahn et al. 2011).
As biologists Dale E. Toweill and Valerius Geist explain, special
behavior patterns also hinder bighorn populations’ ability to
recover from disease:
Wild sheep are habitat specialists, animals with a high level
of home range fidelity. They not only do not disperse well or
easily across the landscape, but
populations depend—for their
very existence—on transmittal
of learned behaviors through
successive generations. This kind
of behavior, useful in a species
which has adapted to a landscape
that changes on the order of
centuries, can be critically limiting
to a population subject to large
or wide-scale population losses,
the sort of losses associated with
disease outbreaks. (1999, 198)

domestic sheep disease transmission in the wild has also been
documented, and anecdotal cases are abundant (Jeffress 2008;
Barker 2009; Brigham, Rominger, and Espinosa T. 2007).
One of the most compelling captivity studies is described in a
2010 Journal of Wildlife Diseases article entitled: “Transmission
of Mannheimia haemolytica from domestic sheep (Ovis aries) to
bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis): Unequivocal demonstration
with green fluorescent protein-tagged organisms” (Lawrence
et al. 2010). In this study, scientists marked M. haemolytica
isolates from four clinically normal domestic sheep with a plasmid
containing green fluorescent protein genes. Via intranasal
spraying, the tagged bacteria isolates were then colonized back
into the four sheep they came from. The marked domestic sheep
were kept 10 m (33 ft) away from four bighorns for one month.
During that time, scientists did not observe pneumonia symptoms
in the bighorns (Lawrence et al. 2010).
The marked domestic sheep were then permitted to have fenceline contact with bighorns for two months. In that time, three
bighorns contracted marked bacteria from domestic sheep. After
the two months of allowed fence-line contact, scientists let the
bighorns and domestic sheep mingle (Lawrence et al. 2010).
Researcher Paulraj K. Lawrence et al. describe what happened
next: “All four bighorn sheep died 2 days to 9 days following
commingling. The lungs from all four bighorn sheep showed
gross and
histopathologic
lesions
characteristic
of M.
haemolytica
pneumonia.
Tagged M.
haemolytica
were isolated

Disease Transmission Evidence
Numerous studies involving penned
bighorn and domestic sheep
have confirmed a fatal disease
connection (Wehausen, Kelley, and
Ramey II 2011). Proven bighorn-
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Young bighorns often learn about optimal habitats and dispersal
routes from older herd members (Photo by Tristan Howard)

NBU Journal . Volume 30 . Number 1

Contact experiment at Washington State University
(Photo by Hells Canyon Bighorn Sheep Restoration Committee)

from all four bighorn sheep” (2010, 706). The
researchers go on to state: “These results
unequivocally demonstrate transmission of M.
haemolytica from domestic to bighorn sheep,
resulting in pneumonia and death of bighorn
sheep” (Lawrence et al. 2010, 706). The

fluorescent protein-tagging study was funded by the Wyoming
Wildlife-Livestock Disease Research Partnership Funds, the Wild
Sheep Foundation (WSF), and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
(Lawrence et al. 2010).
Notable captivity studies also occurred prior to 2010. For example,
in 10 planned pen experiments (results published in 1988, 1989,
1990, and 1994) conducted by three independent research
groups, domestic sheep remained healthy, and all “23 bighorn
sheep tested . . . died of respiratory disease following contact
with domestic sheep, or were euthanized when close to death”
(Wehausen, Kelley, and Ramey II 2011, 10).
Evidence for one-sided, fatal wild-domestic sheep disease
transmission also comes from an unplanned 1980 disease
outbreak that occurred in a penned bighorn population at Lava
Beds National Monument in northern California. In 1971, wildlife
managers transplanted bighorns to a 5.4 km² (1,334 acre) pen in
the Monument. As biologists John D. Wehausen, Scott T. Kelley,
and Rob R. Ramey II explain: “In 1980, nose-to-nose contact was
observed through the enclosure fence between bighorn sheep
and domestic sheep grazed on adjacent National Forest lands.
Bighorn sheep began dying of pneumonia 2-3 weeks later and all
43 bighorn subsequently died” (2011, 10).

Geist 1999, 134).
In 1953, one of the biggest documented wild sheep die-offs in
American history occurred when bighorns in Colorado’s Tarryall
and Kenosha Mountains suffered a pneumonia outbreak “that
reduced the population from an estimated 1,000 animals (some
observers have said 2,000) to 30 within two years” (CDOW 2009,
1). Regarding this and earlier epizootics, the Colorado Division
of Wildlife states: “The causes of these early die-offs are hard to
verify retrospectively, but contact with domestic livestock that led
to the introduction of exotic diseases and parasites seems the
most logical explanation” (CDOW 2009, 1).
In 1988, a pneumonia-caused die-off completely wiped out a
reintroduced bighorn population in northeastern California’s
Warner Mountains, and domestic sheep were believed to be the
source of the outbreak pathogens (Bleich et al. 1990). In the early

Much of the disease transmission evidence associated with cases
of free-ranging bighorns is anecdotal. At the Desert Bighorn
Council’s (DBC) 2007 meeting, William R. Brigham (retired
biologist) discussed wild-domestic sheep disease transmission
and referred to “reams of anecdotal cases . . . dating all the way
back to the 1800s” (Brigham, Rominger, and Espinosa T. 2007,
1). Wehausen, Kelley, and Ramey II elaborate on the historical
context of bighorn disease associated with domestic sheep:
The large region where bighorn sheep extirpations have been
so widespread coincides spatially with where domestic sheep
have been grazed in North America, and temporally with the
beginning of that grazing. While one cannot infer cause and effect
from spatial and temporal correlations alone, it has long been
hypothesized that diseases transferred from domestic sheep were
a key factor in the widespread loss of bighorn sheep populations.
For example, the principal cause of the first large-scale population
losses in the 19th century was attributed to scabies introduced
by domestic sheep, based largely on clinical evidence of scabies
in bighorn sheep during die-offs, and the temporal association of
these scabies outbreaks with the introduction of domestic sheep.
(2011, 9)
According to the DBC’s technical staff: “Documented bighorn
die-offs were recorded as early as the mid-1800s” (1990, 33).
Toweill states: “Early records tell of massive die-offs of California
bighorns [in Idaho]: one near the community of Jordan Valley in
the winter of 1884-85, another along the Owyhee River (due to
‘scab’ following the initial introduction of domestic sheep into that
country) [in] about 1902” (Toweill and Geist 1999, 134). Toweill
also remarks: “Records indicate that [Owyhee County] supported
a minimum of 150,000 [domestic] sheep by 1898” (Toweill and

Young free-range bighorn rams bedded with domestic sheep ewes
(Photo by John Kanta, South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, & Parks)

1990s, a die-off occurred among northeast Utah’s Beaver Creek
bighorn population shortly after one of its rams spent time with
domestic sheep. This population of about 80-90 bighorns was
reduced to 10 animals (Shannon et al. 2008). Bighorn die-offs
striking populations associated with domestic sheep also occurred
at Nevada’s Tobin Range and Oregon’s Aldrich Mountain in 1991
and in Montana’s Highland/Pioneer Mountains in 1994-1995
(Cummings and Stevenson 1995; Ward et al. 1997; ODFW 2003;
Aune et al. 1998).
From 1997-2000, a pneumonia epizootic once again reduced
the number of bighorns in a population inhabiting Colorado’s
Tarryall and Kenosha Mountains (George et al. 2008). According
to biologist Janet George et al.: “The onset of this epidemic
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coincided temporally and spatially with the appearance of a
single domestic sheep. . . ” (2008, 388). Devastating bighorn
pneumonia die-offs in areas hosting domestic sheep also struck
Nevada’s Hays Canyon Range in 2007 and Montana’s Elkhorn
Mountains in 2008 (NDOW 2008; Byron 2008). In the winter of
2009-2010, a total of about 890 bighorns in several states died
because of pneumonia—some of which may have been spread
by domestic sheep (WAFWA 2010a). The 2009-2010 die-offs
impacted populations in Nevada’s Ruby Mountains (home to about
160 bighorns) and East Humboldt Range (home to about 160-180
bighorns). In the Ruby Mountains, domestic sheep interaction
prior to the die-off was possible, and in the East Humboldt
Range, it was likely (WAFWA 2010a). 2011 estimates reveal both
populations possessed fewer than 30 animals after the outbreaks
(NDOW 2011). These contemporary die-offs are just a sampling of
numerous anecdotal cases.
An example of proven open range wild-domestic sheep disease
transmission occurred in Nevada in 1994. In the Trout Creek
Mountains, a bighorn ewe mingled with 23 domestic rams for
fewer than 24 hours. Wildlife managers captured the bighorn ewe
within 17 hours of her documented domestic sheep interaction.
They then translocated the ewe out of the wild, and five days
later, she died from pneumonia. Tissue and swab samples taken
from the dead bighorn ewe revealed bacteria isolates that were
identical to those taken from all 23 domestic rams documented
with her earlier (Jeffress 2008).

Exclusivity of Domestic Sheep Threat
In studies testing the disease risks various cohabiting wildlife
and livestock species pose to bighorns, domestic sheep stand
out as being most harmful, though domestic goats (Capra hircus)
can also be fatal. Management policies for bighorn-domestic
sheep interaction also apply to domestic goats (Wehausen,
Kelley, and Ramey II 2011). Exotic Old World ungulates can be
fatal to bighorns, and cattle also pose a somewhat uncommon
pneumonia threat (Wehausen, Kelley, and Ramey II 2011; Wolfe et
al. 2010; McAdoo, Wolff, and Cox 2010).
Despite disease threats from other animals, this article focuses
on domestic sheep because bighorns and domestic sheep are
closely related, capable of interbreeding, and more likely to
interact with each other than other species (Cahn et al. 2011;
Miller et al. 1995). During the breeding season, young bighorn
rams tend to travel great distances in search of ewes (e.g.,
up to 64 km [40 mi]), and their wanderings can bring them in
contact with domestic sheep pathogens, which they can pick
up and return to their wild herds (Valdez and Krausman 1999;
DBC Technical Staff 1990; USFWS 2007). Bighorn rams are
sometimes attracted to domestic ewes, and interspecies breeding
has occurred. For example, at least four incidents of bighorndomestic sheep breeding were reported in Montana between
1990 and 1998 (Aune et al. 1998). Commercial domestic sheep
herds grazing on public land have been emphasized as a threat
to bighorns, but farm flocks, hobby animals, and herds used for
vegetation control can also kill wild sheep (Hurley et al. 1999;
USFWS 2007; Erickson, Coggins, and Alt 2000).

be more practical (WSF 2011). While both wild and domestic
sheep would require field trials, Srikumaran’s research focuses
on decreasing the amount of pathogens shed by domestic sheep
(WAFWA 2011). WSF has helped fund this research, and the
American Sheep Industry Association (domestic sheep advocacy
group) has also performed funding efforts for a vaccine solution
(WAFWA 2011; Hinson 2012).
Nationwide Regional Trends: 1990-2010
U.S. bighorn disease outbreaks have varied depending on
subspecies and state. Based on literature and an absence of
reports while thoroughly searching for bighorn disease incident
information, from 1990-2010, Sierra Nevada bighorns suffered

Conclusion
According to Geist: “Domestic sheep are virtually toxic to bighorn
sheep. The two species have to be kept apart and cannot be
permitted to share any common ground” (USFS 2001, 4). As this
article demonstrates, biology supports this solution. However, as
you will learn in Part 2 of this article in the next issue, thanks to
cultural conflict, inconsistent management policies, and politics,
such a universal separation solution can be impractical and
problematic.

Vaccine Solution?
Bighorn vaccine trials aimed at combating respiratory disease
have been largely unsuccessful such that vaccination does not
seem to be a realistic solution to the disease problem (Wehausen,
Kelly, and Ramey II 2011). Advocates of Congressional bighorn
management restrictions (introduced in 2011 for the sake of the
domestic sheep industry) promulgated the notion that they would
give sheep producers a break from bighorn-related management
restrictions while a vaccine is developed that could protect
bighorns while allowing them to live near domestic sheep (Hirai
2011; IPT 2011).
However, in 2011, Washington State University researcher
Subrimaniam Srikumaran claimed that if all went well, a field
vaccine would not be ready sooner than 10-15 years from then
(Hirai 2011; WSF 2011). An October 2011 article (coauthored
by Srikumaran) published in Clinical and Vaccine Immunology
describes a vaccine experiment in which four treated bighorns
were successfully protected against Mannheimia haemoloytica
while four untreated bighorns died within 48 hours of infection
(Subrimaniam 2011b).
Bighorn ewe with domestic goats
(Photo by Justin Binfet, Wyoming Game & Fish Department)
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A bighorn vaccine could be developed and administered through
food (Hirai 2011). Nonetheless, vaccinating domestic sheep would

number of outbreaks (WAFWA 2010b; Byron 2008; Arthur et
al. 1999; NDOW 2011; Cummings and Stevenson 1998). For
example, in just the winter of 2009-2010, four Montana bighorn
populations experienced pneumonia outbreaks (WAFWA 2010b).
According to Utah Division of Wildlife Resources Director Jim
Karpowitz: “In a bad year, there may be two or three bighorn
die-offs somewhere in the West” (WAFWA 2010a, 1). From 19902010, Idaho also experienced exceptionally high levels of bighorn
disease death, but the number of well-documented individual
outbreaks discovered was fewer than that for Montana or Nevada
(Cassirer et al. 1996; Arthur et al. 1999; Toweill and Geist 1999;
IDFG 2010). Some Idaho bighorn populations are particularly
susceptible to die-offs because of the highly contiguous nature
of much of that state’s wild sheep habitat (Jim Jeffress, July 26,
2012 phone conversation with author). Arizona, California, and
Nebraska had the fewest documented outbreaks (Arthur et al.
1999; Jansen et al. 2007; Torres, Bleich and Wehausen 1996;
Malmberg, Nordeen, and Butterfield 2008). The Hells Canyon
region (with afflicted sub-populations in Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington) was the single metapopulation area that experienced
the most disease outbreaks from 1990-2010 (Arthur et al. 1999;
Cassirer et al. 1996).

Note on information sources:
PDF files and links to many of the articles below are posted on the author’s
website: www.bighorndiseaseinfo.org. Additionally, the proceedings of the
Northern Wild Sheep & Goat Council and Desert Bighorn Council are posted
online at www.nwsgc.org and www.desertbighorncouncil.org.
Sierra Nevada bighorns suffered no documented disease outbreaks in the last 20 years
(Photo by California Department of Fish & Game)

no documented disease outbreaks (USFWS 2007). In the same
21-year time period, Rocky Mountain bighorns suffered far
more outbreaks than other subspecies. From 1990-2010, desert
bighorns experienced fewer outbreaks than bighorns in the
Rockies, and California bighorns suffered even fewer documented
outbreaks than desert bighorns (Arthur et al. 1999; Jansen et
al. 2007; Torres, Bleich, and Wehausen 1996; Buchanan 2008;
Cassirer et al. 1996; WAFWA 2010a; Byron 2008; Malmberg,
Nordeen, and Butterfield 2008; NDOW 2011; Cummings and
Stevenson 1998; Ward et al. 1997; Miller et al. 1995; Rominger
and Goldstein 2007; ODFW 2003; Merwin and Brundige 2000;
Olson et al. 2008).
When comparing the 15 bighorn-hosting states to each other,
Montana and Nevada stand out as having an especially high
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Four Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Members Win National WSF Awards
By Dennis Wilson, NBU President
Four members of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) were
selected from lists of very qualified nominees from around the
country to receive a number of the 2013 Wild Sheep Foundation
Service Awards. NBU members Steve Kellers, Dianna Belding,
Judi Caron and Micki Jefferson were presented their awards at
the recently held 2013 Wild Sheep Foundation Sheep Show &
Convention here in Reno, Nevada.
NBU Gold Ram Life
Member Steve Kellers,
received the prestigious
WSF 2013 Guy Eastman
Grassroots Award,
intended to honor a hardworking member that get
almost no recognition for
their tireless work toward
the existence of North
American wild sheep.
Steve has dedicated
hundreds of hours and significant personal expense to build
guzzlers for Nevada wildlife. His unique two-rail fence design
has become a state-of-the art fencing configuration, allowing all
species of wildlife to utilize a water source, while excluding large
domestic and feral species like cattle and horses.
Steve Kellers is an outstanding volunteer, professional tradesman
and true Nevada sportsman. Steve was instrumental in the
planning, development and construction of the following NDOW
big game guzzlers in 2012:
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Upper and Lower Paymaster Guzzlers
Snyder Guzzler
Field of Dreams Guzzler
Little Angel Guzzler, new large stainless steel drinker.
Dixie Valley Antelope Guzzler
Fast Glass Guzzler
Monte Cristo Guzzler

Steve works on all phases of guzzler construction, but is
particularly skilled in fencing design and construction. His
professionalism, attention to detail and uncompromising work
provide the best possible construction for years of use. Steve
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donates his vehicles, equipment, fuel and expertise to these
projects. Steve worked on an efficient design for the NBU tool
trailer, thus saving valuable time and energy out in the field.
Steve’s sheer energy and ability to literally work all day long are
admired by all who work with him.
Steve Kellers is a proven leader in the field and his ability to
guide volunteers, many of whom have very little construction
experience, is invaluable. Steve and his son Micah routinely
recruit volunteers for wildlife enhancement projects, often
assisting in transportation to attend remote sites. Steve promotes
conservation and wildlife enhancement by participating in public
awareness events. Congratulations to Steve for a job well done
and the honor of receiving the Guy Eastman Grass Roots Award!
NBU members Dianna
Belding and Judi Caron,
received 2013 Outstanding
Achievement Awards
for their incredible
contributions to wildlife
conservation with their
hard work in establishing
the Nevada Dream Tags
program. The basic idea
for a big game tag raffle,
with proceeds to benefit
Nevada’s wildlife and habitat has been kicked around for decades.
Super Raffles, Super Tags and “Hunt of a Lifetime” are similar
successful programs in other Western States. Due to various
political and administrative issues, innumerable roadblocks, and
a lack of clear leadership and driving force, this idea did not gain
traction in Nevada.
Enter Dianna Belding and Judi Caron. Upon returning from a
hunting trip in Elko County in 2006, Dianna and Judi were struck
by the absolute wildlife habitat devastation caused by the raging
wildfires, which in 2006 burned approximately one million acres in
Elko County alone. The loss of habitat for mule deer, pronghorn
antelope, bighorn sheep, elk, sage-grouse and all other species
of Nevada wildlife was incomprehensible. They realized that
habitat rehabilitation, including obtaining seed for sagebrush,
bitterbrush, perennial grasses and forbs would be imperative
to not only replace what was lost, but to prevent the invasion of
non-native cheatgrass. They knew that seed and needed logistics
for rehabilitation was not available for such a massive habitat
restoration effort. Something had to be done. On that drive back
from Elko County to Reno, the Dream Tag concept was born.
In its first year of existence, the Nevada Dream Tag program
has experienced tremendous success. The process involves
first purchasing a $10 Resource Enhancement Stamp. Money
from the Resource Enhancement Stamp goes to the Nevada
Department of Wildlife for support of wildlife management.
Then any number of raffle tickets can be purchased for $5
each. There were five Dream Tag species in 2012, mule deer,
pronghorn antelope, elk, California bighorn sheep, and Desert
bighorn sheep. Each hunter may buy as many raffle tickets for

as many species as desired. All money received from the raffle
tickets benefits “the preservation, protection, management and
restoration of game and its habitat, as determined by the Advisory
Board on Dream Tags”. The Nevada Dream Tag program was
marketed nationally. 2012 Winners included hunters from Nevada,
California, Texas and Idaho. Ken Mayer, director of the Nevada
Department of Wildlife was quoted as stating, “This program is a
big deal for both hunters and non-hunters alike in Nevada. On
the one hand it offers hunters a chance at an amazing hunt, and
on the other hand it gives people the opportunity to help support
much needed habitat restoration in the state. Simply put, it’s a
win-win for Nevada”.
The first year financial success of this program is phenomenal.
$81,000.00 was generated from the sale of Resource
Enhancement Stamps, for the support of wildlife management.
Over $267,000.00 was generated from the sale of raffle tickets.
Of this, just over $100,000.00 was placed in a reserve fund for
critical habitat emergencies, such as emergency water hauls and
emergency water developments; emergency wildlife relocation to
prevent starvation, disease or die-offs; wildfire rehabilitation and
restoration; or other emergency situations as determined by the
Advisory Board.

sportswomen and conservationists. The benefit to Nevada’s
wildlife, including the three species of bighorn sheep found within
this state, will be tremendous. Congratulations to Dianna Belding
and Judi Caron on their receipt of the WSF 2013 Outstanding
Achievement Award. They exemplify the character, drive and
passion of candidates worthy of this award.
Lastly, NBU Gold Ram Life Member and WSF Life Member
Micki Jefferson, received the 2013 Artemis Outstanding Woman
Conservationist Award, intended to recognize an exemplary
woman leader and hunter who has made significant contributions
to WSF and NBU, wild sheep, and other mountain game
conservation efforts. Micki has continued to demonstrate that
she is an outstanding leader for both WSF and NBU. Her level
of support helps both organizations to re-establish, augment
and maintain wild sheep populations and creates a significant
impact on behalf of all wildlife and habitat. Micki is an example
of participation through donation of personal time as well as
donations that helps WSF and NBU put and keep sheep on the
mountain.
Micki has served both organizations as the co-chair of the WSF
Ladies Luncheon Committee and volunteer coordinator for the
NBU Merchandise Committee. Both of these positions require
unique leadership skills working as a team to achieve creative
and extraordinary results for WSF, as well as providing quality
responsive service to the member clients of NBU. Micki’s time
commitment to support the NBU mission is virtually a daily
occurrence. Micki participated as a volunteer for two capture
and release projects to reintroduce bighorn sheep to the Virginia
Range; two days setting up merchandise for the NBU banquet
and one day to tear it down; as well as collecting four-winged
salt brush seed to be used to replant areas ravaged by wildfires
in Nevada. Micki is always available to help and like every great
volunteer, “no” is not a part of her vocabulary.

The remaining $167,000.00 went “on the ground” to support
Nevada’s wildlife and habitat. Of these projects, $37,620.00
directly benefitted bighorn sheep through the Fraternity of the
Desert Bighorn’s Muddy #1 Cliff Site Upgrade ($28,920) and
NBU’s Monte Cristo Guzzler Big Game Water Development
Project ($8,700). Other worthy projects funded included fire
reclamation seed purchases, sage-grouse habitat improvement
projects, mule deer habitat improvement projects, and invasive
vegetative control projects.
Moving forward, both Dianna and Judi sit on the Advisory Board
on Dream Tags, along with three other representatives as outlined
in Nevada law. The process and funding levels are being carefully
monitored by the Nevada Legislature, the Governor’s office and
the Nevada Department of Wildlife.
The Nevada Dream Tag program is truly a “dream come true” for
Dianna Belding and Judi Caron, along with all Nevada sportsmen,

Over the past year Micki has continued to demonstrate herself as
a huntress. She supported her son on a three-generation bison
hunt in Nebraska. She hunted and was successful taking two
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The Old Man’s Sheep Hunt
By Mitch Neill
opportunity to bird hunt and bag their first pheasants ever! Micki
also served as a chaperone and hostess for the event. When
UNR students wanted advice on establishing a WSF Student
Chapter they sought out Micki. Micki’s nomination for this award
by the young ladies that she has influenced through her support
and encouragement to achieve their outdoor goals is a testament
of the example she sets as a role model for other sportswomen.

large tom Merriam turkeys in Nebraska. She attended a Stopping
Rifle Clinic for dangerous African game in Idaho and hunted black
bear in the mountains along the Lochsa and Sellway Rivers for
several days following the clinic. In fact, she abandoned a “hot”
bear bait to her husband so he could have an opportunity to take
his first black bear, which he did! She was also successful this
fall taking an outstanding Montana Pronghorn. Micki is not just
a hunter and sportswoman; she also supports and encourages
others in their efforts to achieve their big game hunting goals. It is
just as much of a thrill for Micki to be with someone she is close to
at the time of their harvest, as it is for her own.
Micki has become a role model for woman in the outdoors. She
donated pheasants and handled her dogs for the University of
Nevada-Reno’s Cast and Blast Outdoor Club’s group hunt. Micki
was responsible for several young women and men getting the

Micki staunchly believes in and promotes ethical, fair chase
hunting of all wild game. She has taught her children and the
youth she mentors that a successful hunt is one that involves the
fellowship of friends, experiencing nature, visiting new places,
the challenge of pursuit and the thrill of close encounters with
wild game. She believes the bonus of a successful harvest is the
reward for doing everything else right.
Micki does not lead from the front of the room. She quietly goes
about her tasks encouraging others to join in and help. She has
made significant contributions to WSF and NBU to promote the
conservation mission of both organizations in their mission which
benefits all mountain wildlife.
Nevada, NBU and most importantly our great state’s wildlife and
habitat are very fortunate to have such wonderful, dedicated and
passionate volunteers as Steve, Dianna, Judi and Micki. Without
their unending support and dedication, the NBU would not be
what it is today.

Convention & Sporting Expo
The Premier Mountain Hunting Exposition in the World!

The beginning of my hunt started in the
usual way. We got together as family
members and hunting buddies and planned
the areas we wanted to hunt. In the spring
“The Keystone Group” Kyle Neill, John
Stone, David Finley, Dean Young and I
planned our hunting areas as a group and
as individuals. My son, Kyle and I decided
that 211 North would be an easier hunt
for me with its rolling hills and easier to
navigate areas, thus my son called it “The
Old Man’s Hunt”.
Sixty Four isn’t that old but I’m not in that good of shape. In May
we got the news during our annual fishing trip to Eagle Lake that
Kyle and I had drawn tags. Kyle had drawn his cow elk in Unit 072
and I had drawn
211 north. It took a
while to sink in that
I had gotten my
tag for a Nelson
Bighorn Sheep.
Kyle suggested
that I should get in
to shape walking
down to the old
Post Office by us
as it has a small
grade to get back
up twice a day.
Then work up
to hiking to the
water tower behind us as it is small mountainous area and also
by going to the gym to do exercise and walk on the treadmill. It
started out good and I was really getting strength and stamina.
But just before August when the Sheep seminar was to take place
my Granddaughter Britta went into the hospital in Las Vegas. She
had gotten Septic rheumatism in her hip joint while they were at
a Family Reunion. While she spent 7 weeks in Las Vegas in the
hospital I needed to help take care of the remaining grandkids,
Matilda and Jojo. Of course my exercise routine went out the
window.

camp and try again the next day. The next day we decided to try
the Gilbert Springs area. We did not see any sheep in the area
and were about to call it a day and return to camp. On the ride
out of the Gilbert Springs area on the right side, lo and behold,
was a group of 8 rams on a ridge. They were lit by the afternoon
sun and looked like trees. We decided to try and get closer and
hiked within 200 yards and they were still feeding. Kyle helped
me get set up for my shot. After locating the ram
in my scope and getting into the prone position I
was ready to shoot. Now remember I am older
and not the best shooter by any means. Two of the
rams moved close to each other and I did not want
to take the chance of shooting 2 rams. I decided
on the third ram down which was away from the
others. Kyle was my spotter and I told him I was
going to shoot. I squeezed the trigger and Kyle
yelled “you hit him old man.” The same response
came from down below from John and Dave. They
could not believe I hit him. I didn’t believe he was
dead so I fired again and missed. Kyle said that
he was dead so we hike the 200 yards to the ram.
The process of quartering the ram took a while
so it was getting late in the afternoon and the sun
was starting to set. Kyle and John went ahead carrying the meat
and head. Dave and I brought up the rear, slow but sure. It was
getting dark and Dave didn’t want me to get lost. Thanks Dave.
Back at the truck we had a toast of Gentleman Jack Whiskey from
a NBU flask given to me by Uncle Mel for my hunt. Good shot,
Mitch. The ram had many battle scars and character. He scored
145 & 7/8 and was 10 years old. I feel honored to be able to take
a ram that was part of one the Nevada’s remnant herds. I want to
thank “The Keystone Group” for all their help. You are the best.

In August Kyle and I went to the Bighorn Sheep indoctrination. I
learned a lot from our instructors, Chris Hampson, Ed Partee and
Joe Walsh. I want to thank them so much for all their help.

JANUARY 30TH - FEBRUARY 2ND
GRAND SIERRA RESORT & CASINO - RENO, NV

We left for our hunt early in the morning on November 25th. We
arrived at our campsite in the Monte Cristo Range near Tonopah
in the afternoon and proceeded to set up our camp. I was worried
that because of the warm weather we would not see many sheep.

307.527.6261 wildsheepfoundation.org
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We started our hunt at 6:45 am on Monday. We saw a few ewes
and 2 year old ram from the road. Kyle decided we would hike by
the Trough Spring. There we saw a mature ram and a few more
ewes. It was late afternoon by now so we decided to return to

29

Cardboard Cutout Bull
By Kyle Meintzer
Do you remember the saying John, “Hannibal,” Smith, aka,
George Peppard, used many years ago at some point in every
episode of the TV series, “The A Team?” ”I love it when a plan
comes together.”
What’s even better is
when your plan comes
together when you don’t
actually have a plan.
Such was my luck last
October on Day Three
of my hunt in northern
British Columbia with
BC Safaris. This was a
combo caribou, moose,
grizzly hunt I’d purchased
in Victoria, BC in early
2011 at the auction at
the annual banquet on
the Guide Outfitters Association of British Columbia. They’d
invited the board of the Wild Sheep Foundation to hold a
board meeting during their event and we were happy to oblige.
The bidding on the hunt was sagging, so I raised my hand
simply to help things along. Imagine my surprise when, lo and
behold, I ended up with the hunt and for well under half-price.

so I could see around a small clump of trees that was immediately
to our left. At first I looked far up the hill, expecting to see a bull
several hundred yards away. Instead, there was a danged fine bull
looking at us and standing broadside at thirty yards! Now, having
hunted all of my life, I pretty knew what to
do. Only I forgot I did not have a bow in my
hand. So imagine my surprise when I tried
to pull the trigger and nothing happened.
Not once, but two or three times! Finally it
dawned on me that it might not be a bad
idea to perhaps chamber a round. Did I
mention I might be a few arrows short of a
quiver?
Thankfully, the bull was either the dumbest
bull in Canada or he was laughing so hard
at my incompetence that he couldn’t move.
He just stood there staring at me like a
cardboard cutout and never flinched while
I finally was able to put three 225 grain

The first two days of the hunt were relatively uneventful. My
guide, Herbert, and I spotted several caribou each day, but
moose and bears were nowhere to be found. When we got
back to camp the second evening, we saw that one of the
three hunters in camp had taken a 58” bull that morning. But
Tim, the other hunter, had had luck that mirrored mine.
So Shane Black, co-owner of the outfit, turned to Tim and me
and said, ”Pack up. We’re going camping in the morning. You
can take your bedroll and your weapon and that’s it.” Tim then
asked Shane if would be OK for him to pack his toothbrush,
which got a laugh from everyone.
The next day found us riding for four hours to a distant range that
Shane called, “Moose Heaven.” After arriving, Tim and I put up
the tent while Shane and Herbert set up a makeshift cooking area.
By 3:00 camp was ready to go, so Shane and Tim rode off in
one direction while Herbert and I headed down into the valley
below. Our objective was to ride to a lake a couple of miles away
in hopes we could glass up a decent bull. We hadn’t been gone
but :15 when Herbert pulled up his horse and excitedly pointed to
his left while making a shooting motion. Now, let me explain. For
the past fifteen years, I’ve been almost exclusively a bowhunter
(although not on this hunt).
Of course, by definition, anyone who hunts big game with a string
and a sharp stick is probably a few arrows short of a quiver and
I’m no exception. But even I was able to figure out what the deal
was. So I jumped off my horse and slid my .338 Weatherby out
of the scabbard, then took a few steps forward towards Herbert
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Federal Bear Claws into his wheelhouse. Then he slowly walked
fifteen yards behind the little clump of trees and keeled over.
After taking pictures and field dressing him, we rode back to
camp. The next morning we went back to load him up and while
we were doing so, heard two shots far in the distance. Tim had
tagged out on an awesome bull!
This was perhaps the least physical back country hunt I’ve ever
done, but one of the most enjoyable never-the-less. Great county,
great people and great fun. Even though we got weathered in for
two days at BC Safaris main lodge, which we flew to for the first
time right after we’d returned from “moose heaven,” there was
not one moment of the hunt that will not stay in my bank of great
memories for the rest of my life.

FUR AND FEATHER TAXIDERMY
SPECIALIZING IN ALL TYPES OF BIRDS AND MAMMALS

(775) 425-0116
Alan Barrail - Sparks, Nevada

turning clothing into gear
ne x t-to-sk in | insul ation | sof t shell | hard shell
he adwe ar | handwe ar | packs

Preserving your memories for a lifetime.

sitk agear.com | 877.sitk a.gr

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Fur and Feather Taxidermy
as a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor.

nBu Gratefully acknowledGes sitk a Gear
as a 32nd annual Banquet sponsor
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Clarification of “Special” Big Game Tags
By Larry Johnson
This article attempts to clarify the differences
between “Special” big game tags offered by
the Nevada Department of Wildlife. There
are essentially three distinct groups of these
special tags:
1.
2.
3.

Heritage (aka Governor’s) Tags and Silver State Tags
Partnership in Wildlife (PIW) and Dream Tags
Landowner Tags

Heritage and Silver State Tags
Both of these tags are available to residents and nonresidents and
have a special extended season in which tag holders can utilize
any weapon of preference any time in management areas that are
open anywhere in the state for that species. These are the Grand
Daddy of all tags!
Heritage tags are auctioned off each year by various vendors at
fundraising banquets. Vendors must submit proposals to NDOW
and tag award to vendors is made by the Wildlife Commission.
The vendors receive no commission so that all monies from the
high bidder are transferred directly to the Heritage account of
NDOW. I believe our NBU record for the highest price bid for a
Heritage Tag is a whopping $120,000 for a desert sheep tag. We
may not get to keep any of the money, but it sure is exciting!

Landowner (Deer & Antelope Damage Compensation and
Landowner Elk Incentive) Tags
These tags are authorized by the State Legislature and are
awarded to landowners in an attempt to encourage tolerance for
wildlife occupying private agricultural or range lands. Deer and
antelope Damage Compensation tags are awarded for each 50
animals utilizing cultivated crops. Elk incentive tags are awarded
by a formula (number of elk for duration of days) for elk residing
on private rangeland. Elk damage to cultivated crops, haystacks,
fencing, etc. is compensated by cash reimbursement in a program
also mandated by the State Legislature funded by the $5.00 elk
tag application fee, not by a landowner tag program.
To be awarded these tags, the affected landowner must contact
NDOW and allow inspection and counting of animals. If awarded,
the landowner may personally use, give, donate, trade, or sell the
tag. Landowner tags are only available for Mule deer, Antelope,
and Elk and can be issued to either residents or nonresidents.

We are proud to announce the

NBU Legacy Scholarship Program
The NBU Legacy Scholarship Program was established to honor those
individuals that have contributed significant time and resources to NBU. The
program was also developed to commemorate the accomplishments of NBU
throughout our history. It's our goal as sportsmen and working professionals
t leave
to
l
a legacy
l
off wildlife
ildlif conservation
ti for
f future
f t
generations.
ti
W feel
We
f l that
th t
supporting students with academic scholarships will aid our mission and
benefit Nevada's wildlife immensely. Funding for this program comes from
countless sportsmen volunteer hours and dollars.
Applications will be available to prospective students in the spring of 2013
with our first scholarships being awarded for the 2013 fall semester. The NBU
is extremely excited to have yet another avenue to enhance Nevada's wildlife
and those individuals who contribute to it.

Silver State tags are applied for and awarded during the regular
big-game draw in May of each year. For a non-refundable
application fee of $25.00 ($30.00 for elk) and regular tag fee,
you have the same tag as is auctioned off for tens of thousand of
dollars! In hunting circles the Silver State Tag is referred to as the
“Poor Man’s Governor’s Tag”. Silver State Tags are available for
Mule Deer, Antelope, Elk, and Desert Bighorn.
Partnership in Wildlife (PIW) and Dream Tags
These tags are for any management unit where there is an
open season for the particular species, but is a stratified hunt in
that the tag holder must use a bow during open archery season;
muzzleloader during open muzzleloader season; and any legal
weapon only during seasons and in management areas allowing
any legal weapons.
PIW tags are applied for and awarded during the regular big
game tag drawings each May. The tag fee donation is $10 for
each species applied for, plus the regular tag fee if you are
successful. PIW tags are available for Mule Deer (both resident
and nonresident), and Antelope, Elk, Mountain Goat, California
Bighorn, and Desert Bighorn (resident only).
Dream tags are awarded by a raffle that is drawn in June of each
year. You must first purchase a $10.00 Resource Enhancement
Stamp to “Buy-in” to the raffle; then you can purchase any
number of tickets for each species for $5.00 each. Dream tags
are available for Mule Deer, Antelope, Elk, California Bighorn, and
Desert Bighorn. Both residents and nonresidents may participate.
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For more information on the program, feel free to
contact NBU Director and Legacy Scholarship
Committee Chair, Josh Vittori at jvittori@jbrenv.com.
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In Memory of Hugh Judd -- 1933 – 2012
By Larry Johnson
Nevada lost one of its most dedicated sportsmen and wildlife
conservationists with the passing of Hugh Judd in December.
Hugh was involved in everything wildlife including being past
Director of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, the Coalition for Nevada’s
Wildlife, and the Nevada Waterfowl Coalition.
He was born and spent his childhood years in Mexico. He grew
up close to the land learning to hunt and trap to put food on the
table. His family moved to Arizona and then Utah. He joined the
Army in 1953 where he served in Korea. After leaving the Army,
Hugh worked construction, ultimately forming his own construction
company, Judd Construction, building foundations for residential
housing. This is where I originally met Hugh. He was known for
his hard work and integrity. He worked alongside his men daily;
no work was too hard, no work day was too long. His word and
his handshake was his bond, much more important than any
written contract. Where has this all gone to in today’s society?

•
•
•
•

Wingshooting & Fishing

Proven Hunting Dogs
Luxury Accommodations
Corporate & Group Rates
World Renowned Fishing

At NBU Hugh was instrumental in getting donations from fellow
contractors and developers and banquet setup, but his true love
was our field projects. Together we built countless guzzlers in
many distant mountains. This was before guzzler construction
was refined by the use of backhoes and power augers. All the
excavation and backfill was done by hand. Bad back and all,
Hugh was the tireless worker and leader. His infectious smile and
positive attitude was inspirational to us all. He used to bring his
grandson, Bobby, to all the guzzlers. Bobby recently admitted
to me that when the work got really hard and the day got really
hot, he would sneak off with my Brittany Spaniel to play! Gottcha
Robert!
His work at the Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife and Nevada
Waterfowl was equally impressive. Whether it was analyzing
potential policy change or monitoring Sage Grouse leks, Hugh
was always there. His common sense nature led to a frustration
with bureaucracy; he just wanted to get positive things done. He
most admired individuals who could cut through all of the red tape
and make it happen. He continually expressed satisfaction of
working side-by-side with others dedicated to the enhancement
of our wildlife resources, appreciating those who gave their time
and effort. His love for all wildlife, not just game species, bridged
the gap between sportsmen and other lovers of wildlife who were
not necessarily consumptive users. Hugh taught his children and
grandchildren the love of the outdoors, hunting and fishing with
them as much as he could.

Big Game

• Bear, Mt. Lion, Elk, Whitetail & Mule Deer
• Enjoy Our Luxury Lodge or
Remote Horseback Camps
• Special Rates for Youth and Veterans

Hugh was a man of simple needs but complex intellect. He
was a devout student of history, loaning me copies of Fremont’s
journals of his 1843 exploration of western Nevada (he named
Pyramid Lake) as well as Captain Simpson’s journals of his 1856
exploration across central Nevada (he didn’t see any deer).
His thirst for knowledge fed his inquisitive mind in continually
questioning such issues as why our wildlife habitat is changing,
and why our wildlife populations continually fluctuate.
Hugh Judd will be missed by all, family, friends, and coworkers.
His legacy is one of integrity, accomplishments, and hard work.
I know Hugh is in a better place where all the bucks are 30-inch
four-points that are as tender as a forked horn! It is an honor to
have called him friend.
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Snowstorms Update
By Matthew K. Jeffress, NDOW Big Game Biologist
The first California bighorn sheep were released in the Snowstorm
Range in 1985, below Sawtooth Spring. The release consisted of
three ewes, four lambs and two young rams from the East Fork of
the Owyhee River in Idaho. Subsequent releases were conducted
in 1986, 1988, 1995 and 1999 totaling 55 California bighorn from
five sites, including Nevada, Idaho and British Columbia source
stock. By late 2010 the population reached an estimated 140
adult bighorn and resulted in 40 rams being harvested over an
18 year period. The success of the Snowstorm bighorn herd can
be attributed to the planning and hard work of several NDOW
biologists, the Bureau of Land Management and numerous local
sportsmen’s groups, including Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Reno.

In early May 2011, NDOW biologists observed an estray domestic
sheep at the base of the Owyhee Bluffs. Permission was obtained
from the domestic sheep operator to dispatch the ewe and
biological samples were collected. Later that month, biologist
conducted a ground survey and sixteen bighorn, consisting of
all age classes including month old lambs, were observed on
the Owyhee Bluffs. All bighorn appeared to be healthy. Reports
of large groups of healthy ewes and lambs on the South Fork
of the Humboldt River were reported in early July. Starting in
mid-July, NDOW received reports of stray domestic sheep within
the permitted trailing route, south of the Snowstorms. Attempts
to locate the stray domestic sheep were unsuccessful. In early
August, biologist received an alarming report of two unshorn
domestic sheep near
the headwaters of the
South Fork of the Little
Humboldt River on top of
the Snowstorms. Again,
attempts to locate the
domestic sheep were
unsuccessful.
On August 18, 2011
within the first hour of
a six hour Snowstorm
CBHS helicopter survey,
a deceased bighorn ewe
was located in Jakes Creek
and minutes later, two
unshorn estray domestic

sheep were located near an isolated spring in the same drainage.
Permission was obtained to dispatch the ewes and biological
samples were collected. Over the next four hours, our fears were
confirmed; we had detected an active bighorn die-off.
Through the generous contributions of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Reno, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Midas and Elko Bighorns, in
late August 2011 NDOW collared five ewes and two young rams
and collected biological samples from a subset of remaining
bighorn. Test results revealed bacterial pneumonia, including
Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae, was present in all bighorn and
two of the three domestic sheep. Over the past year, NDOW
biologists and volunteers have closely monitored the herd. While
additional adult mortality appears to be low, only one lamb from
2011 survived the die-off. The 2012 lamb crop decreased from
88 lambs: 100 ewes in May to 22:100 in June, 10:100 in July and
0:100 in August. The long lasting effects of bacterial pneumonia
within the population are the most disturbing and least known
factors affecting post die-off survivors. The surviving estimated 60
adult CBHS in the Snowstorms are carriers of deadly pathogens,
not endemic to naive bighorn. Ewes will produce viable offspring,
but as the lambs wean, they become susceptible to the deadly
pathogens and often succumb to pneumonia; this is likely what
occurred this spring and summer.

History has shown the Snowstorms
have a 50/50 chance of recovery.
Often times it takes decades
for populations to rebound,
yet depending on the strain of
pathogens involved, some herds
never recover and become a risk
to adjacent bighorn populations. In
an effort to monitor adult survival
and lamb recruitment over the next
4-7 years, NDOW plans to collar
additional ewes in the Snowstorms
this winter. Funding for this collaring
project will be provided by NBUReno.
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Update On Ruby Mountain Bighorn Sheep Herd

Remembering Dennis Pierre Zubieta

From Caleb McAdoo, NDOW Big Game Biologist

By Geoff DaForno

Here are some pictures from some of the bighorn sheep that were
moved from the East Humboldt Range to the Ruby Mountains.
They have all stayed in the Ruby’s, unfortunately there no lambs in
this group.

Dennis Pierre Zubieta was born on September 30, 1942 and
we said goodbye to him on November 14, 2012. I am writing
this memorial to recognize Dennis for his accomplishments
in achieving the Nevada Slam. I realize that this has been
accomplished by many hunters, however, this was a man that
did it the hard way, he actually drew the tags through the general
draw!
Dennis had always been a hard working individual. He was
never one to shy away from hard work, one of his sayings was
“the tougher the better”. He was always working on something:
tending the family farm of goats, cattle, chickens, and rabbits,
or whatever else he was raising at the time; to working his other
jobs in the construction field. Every chance he had, he was
either hunting, spending time with his family, or attending a local
sporting event.
Dennis was truly one who lived to hunt and enjoyed it most when
his family was able to be a part of it. This past year was his last
hunt where he was able to see his son Denny harvest a trophy
Rocky Mountain sheep. In the picture to the right you can see
how happy and proud he was to be part of it. His spirit will no
doubt live on looking over them.

We are hopeful for a full recovery, but mindful of the obstacles
and long lasting effects of bacterial pneumonia processes in
bighorn. NDOW will continue to keep NBU members apprised
of future updates concerning this event and we would like to
thank you for your continued support. Separation of bighorn and
domestic sheep/goats is key to preventing future die-offs. Anyone
frequenting bighorn use areas needs to be aware of the risks
domestic sheep/goats pose to wild bighorns. Early and timely
reporting of the presence of domestic sheep/goats near bighorn
populations can feasibly prevent a bighorn die off with early
reporting to NDOW.
Matthew K Jeffress
Game Biologist
Nevada Department of Wildlife
60 Youth Center Road
Elko, NV 89801
775-777-2322
mjeffress@ndow.org

Whether it was one of his quick witted jokes or his sly little teases
he always found a way to make you smile. Let this serve as
another reminder to make sure you take some time, if only a few
moments, to keep in touch with your friends and family.
Dennis has accomplished many things in his life, including
receiving the John C. Freemont Award and being inducted into
the Fernley High School Hall of Fame for his sports records and
being the best fan one could imagine. In his early hunting career
he was an apprentice and understudy of Wes Schofield, and then
Dennis graduated with his Certificate of Journeymen Guide from
John Zenz. Dennis was able to accompany many hunters in
helping them harvest many record book animals.
I thought the NBU Journal would be an appropriate place for
Dennis to be recognized for his accomplishments. He was able
to achieve a Nevada Slam, which I believe with his record book
sheep, have a total combined score that will be hard pressed to
beat. This is the biggest slam in Nevada! We are working with
NBU to display his three record sheep and his goat at this year’s
NBU Banquet on the famous “Wall of Heads.” What better place
to share this than the biggest banquet of them all year after year.
According to the Nevada Record Book, his scores are as follows:
California Bighorn Sheep: harvested in 1997, scored 175 4/8.
Desert Bighorn Sheep: harvested in 2005, scored 177 3/8.
Rocky Mountain Bighorn sheep harvested in 2007 192 0/8.
And, to add to the still unbeaten record in the lower 48 States to
this date, Rocky Mtn. Goat: harvested in 1986, 54 0/8.

36

NBU Journal . Volume 30 . Number 1

37

NBU Merchandise Clearance Sale
(limited quantities available)
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form

Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having about 9,900 bighorn sheep within our borders.
That is more bighorn sheep than any other state in the lower
48! NBU has been largely responsible for transplanting bighorn

sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in Nevada that bighorns
call home. But NBU is not only about wild sheep! Through the
donations and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased opportunities to
hunt big and small game animals, as well as otherwise enjoying
Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.

~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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You have a choice of membership levels:

Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.



Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible; please consult your accountant.



Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram



Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________

Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:


Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
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NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding and
NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-one years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.

When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.

Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________
Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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