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As I sit in my Las Vegas office and write these editor’s notes, our desert bighorn sheep
are in a life or death struggle in three directions; to the East in the River Mountains, to
the West in the Red Rock Mountains and to the South in the Mojave National Preserve in
California. Around the first of September, a respiratory disease outbreak was identified in
the River Mountains between Las Vegas and Lake Mead. Based on the current information
it is suspected that the disease may also be present in herds within a number of mountain
ranges here in Clark County, Nevada.
In response, the Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn has partnered with NDOW to initiate a
Southern Region Nevada Nelson Desert Bighorn Disease Investigation Project. The initial
goal of the project will be to determine if the disease event is occurring in herds within the
neighboring McCullough, Red Rock, Spring and El Dorado mountain ranges.
As you may already be aware, in May an outbreak was discovered in the Mojave National
Preserve in San Bernardino, California when the National Park Service reported finding
four dead bighorn sheep and other distressed animals about 15 miles southeast of Baker,
California on Old Dad Mountain. Lab results confirmed the presence of pneumonia.
Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae and Pasteurella spp. were cultured from the lungs. A second
outbreak was identified in August about 30 miles further south in the Marble Mountains.
Subsequent lab analysis confirmed that both disease events shared the same strain
of Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae. To date over 100 bighorn sheep in the Preserve have
succumbed to the disease.
Preliminary evidence collected at both the Old Dad Mountain and Marble Mountain
locations indicates that the bighorns may have been exposed to illegally dumped sick or
dead domestic sheep. Authorities are currently conducting investigation to find those
responsible.
It is critical to determine if the disease events here in Southern Nevada are related to each
other, and additionally if there is a common thread with the ongoing disease events in the
Mojave National Preserve. There is the possibility that the Preserve outbreak has spread
into Nevada through the mountain ranges which extend into the Silver State.
®

All of the bighorn sheep advocacy and conservation groups here in Nevada, as well as
WSF, are working together with NDOW to develop an action plan to expand the aerial
investigation efforts should that be necessary, as well as developing a short and long term
monitoring plan. NBU stands ready to offer funding support to our conservation partner
in Southern Nevada, the Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn. As more definitive information
becomes available we will pass it along.
Thank you.
Brett Jefferson
NBU Journal Editor
bkjefferson@tristateltd.com
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Battle Mountain Bootstraps Crew
Kicks Off Its 9th Season
By Mike Stamm

NBU volunteers worked on guzzler projects
in Mineral County including the Marietta Guzzler (29 volunteers);
the Wild Sheep Foundation sponsored Miller Mountain Guzzler
(35 volunteers); the Candelaria Town Site (Robb) Guzzler (39
volunteers); and the Mine Pad (Grand Slam Club Ovis) Guzzler
(59 volunteers). All four of these guzzlers will benefit Desert
Bighorn Sheep in particular, as the Nevada Department of Wildlife
(NDOW) is planning sheep augmentation of these areas. These
projects are truly helping to “put sheep on the mountain”.
The Coleman Canyon (Belli) Guzzler in northern Washoe County
was an exceptional success and will benefit California Bighorn
populations in particular. Over 60 volunteers helped with this
project.
NBU volunteers worked on the Black Canyon Spring Fencing
Project north of Winnemucca Ranch in Washoe County. This
collaborative effort between NBU, the NBU Foundation, NDOW
and the Natural Resource Conservation Service resulted in a
magnificent project to protect a vital spring and meadow for Sage
Grouse. All species of wildlife will benefit from this project. The
spring area and surrounding meadow are protected from cattle
and horses by a two-rail fence, and yet two large water troughs
were installed to allow access to water for livestock outside the
fence. This allows for multiple use of the area to benefit both
wildlife and livestock. This was a three-weekend and two-phase
project, and over 55 NBU volunteers participated.

NBU put on a Gold Ram Barbeque (auctioned off at the 2013
NBU Banquet) for Life Member and past Board Member Brad
Johnston. The setting at a Yerington ranch was spectacular and
the food and fellowship was fantastic. Congratulations Brad!
All these projects and events were in addition to the conclusion
of a challenging Legislative Session. NBU represented the
interests of sportsmen and sportswomen at multiple legislative
committee meetings in Carson City. Overall, this was a hardfought but successful session for Nevada’s sporting community
and Nevada’s wildlife.
NBU, through the exceptional participation and volunteer effort
of our members, will continue to be very active for the benefit of
Nevada’s wildlife and habitat. Please access NBU’s website and
Facebook page to keep informed about our upcoming projects.
We like to see all people participate in our projects.
One final note, after years of service on the NBU Board of
Directors and exceptional work as NBU Treasurer, Brett Jefferson
has retired from the Board. We will miss Brett’s selfless
dedication to Nevada’s wildlife. Next time you see Brett, please
thank him for his service.
Proudly representing the best wildlife volunteers ever,
Dennis Wilson
NBU President

Due to the current drought situation, Area 181 in Churchill County
is in a tough situation. NBU volunteers are currently providing
emergency water to some of the Desert Bighorn herds in this
area.

NBU’s 2013 Project Season Getting It Done for Nevada’s
Wildlife

Page 29

We are coming to the conclusion of a very
busy and successful projects and events
season. NBU volunteers participated in
five guzzler builds, a large spring fencing
project, emergency water hauls to Unit 181,
youth events, and a Gold Ram barbeque.

events work to develop future sportsmen and sportswomen. NBU
is proud to participate in the continuation of our outdoor heritage
through the education of youth.

Three youth events were supported both financially and with
great volunteers. The Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day
had yet another great turnout, with hundreds of participants.
Lots of children learned how to fish for trout! The Wild Sheep
Foundation’s Youth Outdoor Experience had over 151 children
participate in a two day event at Sage Hill Clay Sports. Children
learned about fly fishing, archery, shotgun and .22 rifle shooting,
and many booths manned by wildlife and outdoors groups. To
cap it off, USA Olympians from the USA Shotgun Team were
there to present a shooting clinic.
The 3rd Annual Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp held
at Winnemucca Ranch was a tremendous success. 48 campers,
along with youth mentors from prior year camps and over 60 adult
volunteers participated in this three-day event. The Campers
learned about firearms safety, survival skills, archery, shotgun
shooting, .22 rifle shooting, fishing, fly tying, game calling, and
multiple other outdoor skills. The weather was extremely warm in
mid-July, but everyone enjoyed the event. These youth education

Take it up a notch!

Join NBU as an Outfitter or
Corporate Member!
Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited helps to
re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s wildlife.
Outfitter Members and Corporate Members receive
a listing in each issue of the NBU Journal as well as
acknowledgement on the NBU-Reno website.
Consider supporting Nevada’s Wildlife
at these new membership levels.
~ Thank you! ~

5

New Director Introduction
By Tom Pellett
Fellow NBU Members and Supporters:
Tom Pellett is a native Nevadan born in Hawthorne,
Nevada June of 1955. At an early age Tom was
introduced to the outdoors by his father and grandfather.
Most weekends were spent prospecting for a spot to set
claim stakes by Grandpa Ira and Tom as the grunt labor,
also this was time spent in the Nevada outdoors fishing
or hunting for whatever was in season. After graduation
from Mineral County High School Tom moved to Reno to
attend the University of Nevada. After a couple of years
going to school and working construction during the
breaks, Tom fell in love with the construction industry and
decided to pursue this business as a career. Tom joined
the Carpenters Union Local 971, in 1978 and completed
the Apprentice Program 4 years later. After years of learning
the trade by working hands on, serving as a Carpenter Forman,
Project Superintendent & Project Manager Tom & Sabrina started
Pellett Construction, LLC in 2004. Pellett Construction, LLC is a
General Contractor specializing in all phases of construction from
ground up buildings to remodel and custom homes.

Sept. 20 & 21 Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting Set/Revise Fishing Regulations

Southern Nevada

Dec. 6 & 7

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting Policy. Regulations & Program Reports

Reno

Jan 20 - 22

WSF Sheep Show Volunteer Move-In

Reno/Sparks Convention Center

Reno

Jan. 22 - 25

WSF 2014 Reno Sheep Show

Reno/Sparks Convention Center & Peppermill

Reno

Reno/Sparks Convention Center

Reno

2014

Jan. 25 & 26 WSF Sheep Show Volunteer Move Out

Jan. 31 & Feb. 1 Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting Set/Revise Big Gam Seasons & Regulations Las Vegas
March 21 & 22

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife Workshop Reno
To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet,
please contact any Board member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and
the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.
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Tom is a member of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, NBU,
Ducks Unlimited and attends various fundraisers at the Boys and
Girls Club.
Tom is married to the love of his life Sabrina Pellett. Sabrina is a
Director working for the WCSD and has been Vice-Principal and
Principal at several schools is the District. Tom and Sabrina have
two children, Kyle & Sarah and three grandchildren, Mason, Lane
& Olivia at this time. Kyle Pellett works for Pellett Construction,
LLC as a Project Manager and has a 4 year Construction
Management degree from Western Nevada College. Kyle is

married to
Summer Pellett
and they have
two boys, Mason
4 and Lane 2.
Summer has
a MBA from
the University
of Nevada in
Political Science
and is currently
a stay at home
mom raising the
boys. Sarah
Brewer is married to her husband Billy Brewer and they have one
daughter, Olivia 2. Sarah is currently working on the thesis for her
PHD in Educational Leadership, she is on schedule to graduate in
the Spring of 2014. Billy graduated from the University of Nevada
with a MBA in Computer Technology and has recently accepted a
management job from Verizon in Bellevue Washington.
Thomas B. Pellett
Pellett Construction, LLC
Phone: 775-825-4926 ext. #302
Fax: 775-825-4915
Cell: 775-690-9029
tom@pellettconstruction.net

Editor’s Notes: Welcome to the NBU Board of Directors Tom! Thank you
for all you do for NBU’s mission and Nevada’s wildlife!
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New Director Introduction
By Caleb Van Kirk
Fellow NBU Members and Supporters:
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My name is Caleb Van Kirk and I am extremely grateful to
have been chosen to serve on the board of Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited. I moved to Reno from Wasilla, Alaska in 2001 to
attend the University of Nevada, Reno. I graduated with a B.S.
in Business Administration and I am currently pursuing my MBA.
I am also the Sales and Marketing Manager for a local electrical
engineering and manufacturing firm. All of my spare time is spent
in Nevada’s mountains, vistas, or waterways. Like you, I enjoy
hunting, fishing, and especially watching sheep. In the short time
I have been a director for NBU, I have met some amazing people
with whom I have shared great experiences.

The opportunities we all share to access land, water and
thriving wildlife here in Nevada lies in the hands of sportsmen
and organizations like NBU. Nevada is a special state
when it comes to wildlife. I am committed to cherishing
and preserving this truth by continuing NBU’s mission
“to protect and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for
sportsmen, outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts for this and
future generations.” I am honored to be able to do my part
by serving on the NBU board and giving back to Nevada’s
wildlife.
Caleb Van Kirk
vankirk1@gmail.com
(775) 815-1585

Editor’s Notes: Welcome to the NBU Board of Directors Caleb!
Thank you for all you do for NBU’s mission and Nevada’s wildlife!

NBU GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGES
CABELA’S AS A 33rd
ANNUAL BANQUET
SPONSOR

At Cabela’s, our outdoor experts put our gear
to the test every chance they get. From hunting
and fishing to camping and hiking, Cabela’s
Outfitters do it all. And they are happy to share
the knowledge they gain in the great outdoors
with everyone who walks through the doors of a
Cabela’s store.

FREESHIPPING
TO STORE • EVERY DAY
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cabelas.com/pickup

Visit us in Reno!
Cabela’s
Reno, NV
775.829.4100
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Visit cabelas.com/reno for complete store details.
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Fire Rehabilitation

By Alan Jenne
Habitat Division Chief - Nevada Department of Wildlife
Did you know that since 2005 over 6,600 wildfires have consumed
greater than 4.5 million acres of Nevada wildlands? That is an
area greater than all of eastern Nevada’s Area 10 and roughly 6.5
percent of Nevada in less than nine years. When you consider
that it may take 25 to 30 years to see full recovery of the desired
vegetative community and its associated habitat values, this
becomes a very significant statistic.
These fires have consumed habitat which supports everything
from mule deer in Northern Elko County to desert bighorn sheep
in Clark County including a multitude of non-game species such
as Brewer’s sparrows and sage thrashers. Fire and the invasion
of the non-native species cheatgrass are considered by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife to be the primary threats to the continued
presence of sage grouse populations in the state of Nevada. In
fact, records indicate that during 2012, approximately 44 percent
of the burned acreage was considered priority habitat for sage
grouse.
In northern Nevada, Area 6 provides one of the worst case wildfire
scenarios where over 90 percent of its mule deer winter habitat
and 84 percent of sage grouse leks were burned over by the
end of 2006. As bad as that may have been, things have gotten
worse as the fire years of 2011 through 2013 continue to devour

Area 6

Photo by Mike Podborny, Eureka biologist

the burned ground by the following spring, which often means a
window of 6 months or less. With annual fire years exceeding 1
million acres burned, this is no small task and means that lands
must be prioritized for treatment with our limited funds.

Elko County

The fire rehabilitation planning and implementation process is a
very inclusive process where collaboration is encouraged, even
though the majority of the land burned is typically public parcels
managed by the Bureau of Land Management or the U.S. Forest
Service, (approximately 86 percent of Nevada). Partner agencies
such as such NDOW, Natural Resource Conservation Service,
Nevada Division of Forestry, County governments, conservation
and sportsmen’s organizations and private land owners contribute
to the prioritization and planning efforts.
The most constraining factor in rehabilitating the burned
landscapes is limited funding due to number and size of fires
throughout the west. With reseeding costs of up to $200/acre or
more, it is easy to understand how every additional dollar counts.
Funds provided by conservation and sportsmen’s organizations
can be very instrumental in guaranteeing a meaningful
rehabilitation effort. The support of organizations such as NBU
and unique grant opportunities like the Nevada Dream Tag allow
maximum flexibility in project management leading to greater
success and additional acres being treated.

the remaining intact mule deer summer and transition range
(see attached map). Currently, more than 60% of the entire
Management Area 6 has been impacted by wildfire.
Given the looming risk of cheatgrass invasion into burned
areas, our best bet in many cases is to facilitate recovery by
immediately reseeding desired species that have the ability to
occupy these areas and out-compete annual weedy species.
We are in a race to establish preferred plant species in these
burned areas with high value vegetation such as sagebrush,
flowering plants and native grasses, that are necessary
components of wildlife habitat. This means getting seed on
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NEWS from the Nevada Department of Wildlife

The 2012 fire season burned 613,126 acres statewide, of which
171,053 acres or roughly 28 percent were reseeded. This effort
was only accomplished through the collaboration and collective
funding of sportsmen, agencies and landowners. In fact, the
availability of sportsmen’s donated dollars saved the seeding
effort on thousands of acres through the incorporation of an
airplane to ensure seed was applied before the project deadline.
While this year’s fire season does not compare with the disasters
we have faced in past years, we have already lost approximately
150,000 acres and we are not yet out of the woods as the serious
fire season extends well into October. The agencies appreciate
the continued support and funding and you should have comfort
knowing that donated funds are being stretched and used to the
best of our ability.

By Aaron Meier

Chukar Forecast Now Available
Upland game hunters in Nevada rely heavily on chukar
partridge as their species of choice. Even though the Chukar
Hunting Forecast, an annual report put out by the Nevada
Department of Wildlife comes out in September each year,
sportsmen often begin sending emails and making phone
calls in late June. Well, you can stop calling; the Chukar
Hunting Forecast is now available and can be found on the
NDOW website at ndow.org

Donations Can Be Directed to:
“NBU- Nevada Wildfire Disaster Fund”
Acct. # 3030003481
Heritage Bank of Nevada
47 Damonte Ranch Pkwy.
Reno, NV 89521

Chukar and Hungarian partridge season will open Oct. 12
and run through Feb. 2, 2014. The hunt is open to both
resident and nonresident hunters with limits set at six daily
and 18 in possession. Shooting hours are sunrise to sunset.
This year’s forecast reports the overall outlook for the
2013-14 chukar season will be poor to fair with a few bright
spots. In many traditional chukar hunting areas, hunters will
likely experience fewer coveys and smaller covey sizes this
year, which will create some frustration. However, hunters
may experience better success by moving to an adjacent
mountain range if they are not finding birds.
There are certain things in this year’s report that provide at
least some optimism, said Shawn Espinosa, upland game
biologist at NDOW. “One is that there were young birds
noted during surveys. Last year, there were almost no young
birds observed. A covey consisting completely of vigilant
adult birds is very difficult to get within gun range of. At least
the young birds may provide for a better chance for bagging
some birds.”

Ted McBride Tribute
We lost one of the Nevada’s pioneer aerial seeding pilots this
past February when he struck a high power transmission line.
He was doing his favorite job, aerially seeding and ironically
he was using the very first seed bucket he acquired over 25
years ago. That person was Ted McBride. Those who knew
him either loved or hated him because it was Ted’s way or it
was the wrong way. It was never just the customer’s project it
was also his project, and he did his best to make every project
successful and at a lower cost.
During his 25 years of seeding, Ted developed different
seeding buckets that allowed the application of seed down to a
minute ½ lb per acre. Many of the procedures used now were
Ted’s innovation – covered seed hoppers, remote seeding
mixing capabilities, real time GPS mapping and the ability to
seed at low application rates. He was the first to make and
use a remote fire retardant mixing plant along with modifying
Bambi buckets so they were more effective.
Ted’s use of the AgNav system was not limited to seed
application; it was also applied to fire mapping, road and cat line
locations as well as access into rehabilitation projects.
The respect the Agencies had for Ted’s opinion allowed him
“Pilot’s Choice”. This respect for the man and the product he
provided allowed Ted to put the seed where it would provide the
most benefit, increasing the area seeded and improving seeding
success rates while at the same time lowering the overall cost per
acre.
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From an agency perspective no one exemplified a desire
to improve fire scarred landscapes more than Ted McBride.
Nevada’s wildlife will be forever indebted to the man who ushered
in the practicality of making fire rehabilitation on a large scale
common place.
Ted’s expertise will be truly missed.

observed with care not to “double count” coveys.
An upland game bird stamp is required for anyone age 12
or older, to hunt upland game birds, except turkey and crow.
The $10 stamp is available at NDOW offices, authorized
license agents statewide throughout Nevada and online
at ndowlicensing.com. Funds from the stamp sales are
used to support guzzler maintenance and habitat work that
benefits upland game bird species.
Espinosa does have some basic advice for sportsmen
looking to get out there this chukar season. “One of the best
things you can do is get into shape and get your dogs into
shape. If you haven’t hunted in Nevada before, you might
want to go out and look at some spots to hunt and see how
things look. Don’t be afraid to try new areas, or travel a bit
more to experience other parts of Nevada. You can also talk
to big game tag holders and find out what they have been
seeing in areas they have been scouting or hunting in to
gain information on chukar numbers or production.”
The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) protects,
restores and manages fish and wildlife, and promotes
fishing, hunting, and boating safety. NDOW’s wildlife
and habitat conservation efforts are primarily funded by
sportsmen’s license and conservation fees and a federal
surcharge on hunting and fishing gear. Support wildlife and
habitat conservation in Nevada by purchasing a hunting,
fishing or combination license. Find us on Facebook, Twitter
or visit us at www.ndow.org.

Espinosa also reports that quail production in some
areas was noted and seemed more profound than chukar
production. This will provide additional opportunity. “In
addition there are areas that were not surveyed during the
aerial survey that have been recognized as having good
numbers of birds and production. Portions of Mineral County
and eastern Elko County exhibited this,” he said.
NDOW began aerial chukar density surveys in 1975 with the
use of a helicopter. There are 13 survey plots, or transects,
that have been surveyed since then and care is taken to
survey these plots in the same fashion each year. These
transects are flown in a grid pattern where the aircraft
flies up a drainage, fairly close to the ground, and down
the adjacent ridge. Biologists record the number of birds
13

Sparks Rotary’s Kids Free Fishing Day 2013
Sparks Rotary’s Kids Free Fishing Day celebrated its 13th
annual event this year. This event is always held on the
second Saturday in June in conjunction with the Nevada
Department of Wildlife’s free fishing day. The day begins at 7
A. M. with the handing out of free fishing poles to anyone who
needs one. Lots of things to do during the day; face painting,
fun jump houses, fire truck and police car visits, hot chocolate
from the Salvation Army van and lunch and drinks for all.
We have fishing coaches walking around and assisting the
children who need help and this includes lots of untangling of
lines. Several groups from the area have joined to hand out
fun items for the children also. We end the event around 1:00
with the pulling of the nets. Nevada Department of Wildlife
and Sparks Recreation also play a big part in the event, with
NDOW supplying the fish and Wildlife Education employees
and Sparks Recreation supplying the lake, pop ups and
barricades for traffic control.
The success of this project is due in very large part to the
contributions and volunteers of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited!
To date, NBU has donated more than $80,000, of which
$6,000 was donated in 2013. NBU volunteers have attended
this event for many years to hand out free items (t-shirts, hats
and coloring books) and have supplied much-needed support
to help with the untangling, re-hooking and casting of the
fishing lines. This event has grown from the first event when
450 kids came out for a day of fun fishing to our current event
that honors more than 2,000 youngsters at the Sparks Marina.
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Editor’s Note: Thank you to
Randy Rascati for the excellent
photography!
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Follow the Directions
By Kyle Meintzer

“Listen to him, do what he recommends, and you’ll get your
sheep.” That was the advice I got over the phone from Fred
Gonzalez, owner of Northern Outfitters. Moreover, two of the
other referrals I checked with said the same thing, almost word
for word. Clearly, on any sheep hunt, those would have been
powerful recommendations for Tony Russ, the Wasilla, Alaska
guide I was considering. What was more remarkable was that
these referrals knew I was going to be hunting with a bow, not a
rifle!
On the other hand, Fred and the others merely verified what I’d
already suspected. After all, Tony has taken nine Dall rams, the
last five with his bow.
His first archery ram, taken in 1988, still stands as the World
Record Pope and Young Dall Sheep. Two more of Tony’s
rams are in the Top 20 P&Y, and all five score in the Top 100.
Fortunately for me, Tony still had an opening left for the 2000
season, so I eagerly booked the hunt with him.
By the time the Super Cub landed in the Alaskan wilderness, on
a Wednesday in mid-August, I was as prepared as I felt I could
be. Since the first of May, I’d shot over 7,000 arrows, and had
added numerous long, steep hills to my regular running regimen.
Although I’d never done any backpacking of any kind, I was pretty
confident that I would handle the physical part of the hunt with
relative ease. After an easy two-mile trek, we set up a temporary
camp, then hiked a short way up a big side canyon and started
glassing for sheep. It didn’t take long for Tony to spot three rams
a couple of miles up the canyon, but those were the only rams we
spotted.
The next morning, we set out fairly early up the canyon, heading
for the top. Our strategy would be to hunt from the top, working
carefully along the canyon rims to glass for sheep. Well before
we got to where we’d located the three rams from the day before,
we cut up a side canyon so as to stay out of sight. Two hours
of scrambling carefully over slippery rocks and loose tundra, put
us at the top, where we set up camp. Shortly after noon, we
began hunting, hoping to find a legal, full curl ram. Within an
hour, Tony spotted two rams not far below the rim, but neither
ram was quite legal. Later that afternoon, however, we found
the three rams we’d seen the previous day. One was a real fine
ram, but the other two weren’t quite full curl. We were easily able
to get to within 250 yards, then evaluated the situation. There
didn’t appear to be any way to get within bow range, so we could
only watch them for several hours, hoping they’d move to a
more opportune spot. As it became apparent they weren’t going
anywhere, we called it a day and headed back to the tent for a
freeze dried supper and bed.
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Friday morning found us again working the rim of the canyon, and
by mid-morning, we’d found the three rams again. Unfortunately
for us, they’d gone all the way to the bottom from where they’d
been Thursday, and were now several hundred yards below
us. We watched them for a couple of hours before they bedded
down. At the same time, a persistent rain began, which turned
occasionally to snow by mid afternoon. Tony and I thus spent
a rather miserable and boring day alternating between crawling
under a big rock to stay warm and dry, and keeping an eye on the
rams, lest they move. By 6 p.m., we bagged it and once again
returned to the tent.
On Saturday, we found the rams almost exactly where we’d left
them. However, we both silently feared they’d again spend the
day at the bottom. Playing the optimist, I suggested to Tony that I
thought they might move up the far side of the canyon to bed. “If
they’ll work their way up those rocks,” I said, (not really believing
it myself) we might be able to get close enough for a shot.” To our
delight in about an hour, they very slowly started precisely in that
direction.
“Let’s go,” Tony urged, and we quickly headed off around the end
of the canyon towards the far side to get above them. When we
got on the same side as the rams, we had some trouble spotting
them again, but finally Tony picked them up, bedded down below
some rock outcroppings to our right. Luck and the terrain were
with us, and with Tony leading the way, and eyeing the rams from
time-to-time, we soon were within 100 yards of them.
“It’s best that you go it alone from here.” Tony advised after
carefully withdrawing from a carefully chosen viewpoint. “They’re
bedded down below those rocks,” he said, pointing down to the
right. “They’re spread out three abreast. The one you want is the
one on the right. They should be about 40 yards from you when
you get to that rock.”
Ever so carefully, I quietly moved into position, then cautiously
peered around the big rocks that hid me. There, bedded down on
the green grass below me, and looking the other way were two
gorgeous rams! Where was the third ram? The one on the right
looked to be the shooter, but as a first-time sheep hunter, I was
deathly afraid of shooting the wrong one. And I knew two of the
three were just a tad shy of being full curl.
I quickly headed back to Tony, who kept telling me there were
three together, and to shoot “the one on the right!” But when I got
back to the rock, I could still see only two rams! Was the missing
ram to the left of the two rams behind the rocks, or was he to
their right and just over a slight rise out of my sight? I’d ranged
the best of the two but was still not certain if he was the ram I
was looking for. I again signaled Tony as to my dilemma, which

caused him to quickly come down toward me. As he peered
around the rock, he excitedly mouthed, “That one!” Finally,
that told me that, from his angle, he could only see one of the
rams, and that it was the one I thought was the bigger of the
pair I could see.
Despite all the practice during the summer, I was ill-prepared
for the shot I was going to have to make. With my feet
precariously balanced at different angles on the edges of two
slippery rocks, I drew, aimed carefully, or so I thought, and
released. To my horror, my arrow passed an inch or two in
front of the ram’s chest! Luckily, the rams were confused by
what they’d heard, and although I thought they stood up, they
did not move, and continued to look below them. Fortunately,
my second arrow, though not a great shot, connected solidly,
passing through the ram and generating significant blood
flow. The ram headed down the side of the canyon, then
bedded. In the treeless tundra, spotting him again was easy,
and I was able to sneak up on him from behind a big rock and
put down for good from just twenty yards.
As Tony and I shared the excitement in bagging this great
ram, we learned what our confusion had been about prior
to my original shot. From Tony’s higher vantage point in the
rocks, he could easily see all three rams, while from my place
behind the rocks, the ram farthest to the left was not visible.
Also apparent to me was Tony’s excitement as to just how
good a ram we’d taken. “It’s a better ram than I’ve taken with
the exception of my world record,” he said happily. “He’s
bigger than I thought he was. That’s one heckuva ram!”
Just how good this ram was became apparent on Monday,
when our pilot, Carl Brent, was able to fly in to pick us up.
Carl is an SCI master measurer, as well as a member of the
Pope and Young Dall Sheep scoring panel. After we had
dinner at Carl’s home that evening, he scored the ram @
161.1/8” SCI, with 14” bases on both sides, and 39.4/8” and
39” horns.

Editor’s Note: Thank you for the great article Kyle! Kyle is
a Gold Ram Life Member of NBU, banquet sponsor of NBU
for the last two years running, and serves on the Wild Sheep
Foundation Board of Directors. For the sheep Kyle!
Thank you for all you do!

Author’s Notes
After the 60 day drying period, Carl scored the ram
officially at 159.4/8”. His bases had dropped to 13.7/8”
each and his horns were scored at 39.4/8” and 38.6/8”.
Based on the official Pope and Young records book that
was published in 1999, this makes my ram #15 all time!
My goal for this hunt was merely to take a representative
ram with my bow. That I was able to put my tag on a
trophy of this order, just reminds me of an old saying we
used to have when I flew in the Air Force: “Ignorance,
fear, and supervision will overcome superior skill and
cunning every time!”
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Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp
By Michael J. Bertoldi

The third annual Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp was
held on July 19th, 20th and 21st at Winnemucca Ranch just North
of the Reno/Sparks metro area.
This Camp is named in honor and memory of Maison T Ortiz, a
15 year old Galena High School student who tragically died in
a snowboarding accident in January of 2011. Maison was a
fifth generation Nevadan who had an innate, uncanny ability
to connect with nature and epitomizes the very type of youth
embraced by the Founding Sponsors of this event. Shortly after
Maison’s death, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, Northern Nevada
Chapter of Safari Club International, and The Rotary Club of
Sparks Nevada through the Fred Searles Trust (Founding
Sponsors), collaborated with the Ortiz family to organize a
Youth Camp to remember Maison and address the glaring need
to get more of our youth involved in wildlife related outdoor
activities. The Nevada Department of Wildlife has also joined the
collaboration as a Strategic Partner and actively participates in
the camp. The camp is governed by a Steering Committee made
up of directors and members of the three Founding Sponsors,
Strategic Partners and the Ortiz family.
This 2½ day event has been designed to provide a full outdoor
skills training and overnight camping experience. The primary
focus is urban and rural children ages 11 to 15 who may not
otherwise have many opportunities to experience Nevada’s
outdoors and wildlife related activities.
This year’s camp was a tremendous success despite the 100 plus
degree daytime temps. The 17 girls and 31 boys participated in
firearms and hunter safety training, laser shot, .22 rifle safety
and live fire, shotgun safety and live fire, archery safety and
shooting which included targets in the air , fishing, wilderness
survival, game calls, wildlife tracks and identification, basic gun
cleaning, useful knots and fly tying. Evening dinner and campfire
presentations were made on private and public land stewardship,
black bear management, mountain lion research, wilderness
survival and Dutch oven cooking.

MTO Memorial Fund
Camp Level Sponsors: Western Nevada Supply, REMSA and
Sonic Drive-ins.
Event Level Sponsors: Cabela’s, Carson Valley Chukar Club,
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Truckee Meadow Electric,
Irish Capital, Butcher Boy Specialty Meats and Western Nevada
Supply.
Camper Level Sponsors: Michael Dermody, Thelma B. and
Thomas P. Hart Foundation, Carson Valley Chukar Club, Scheel’s,
InnerWest Advertising, Dianda Trucking, Laxalt & Nomura, Ltd.,
Napa Sonoma Grocery Company, A-Team Trash Hauling, and
Clark and Sullivan Construction
Donors: WSR Land LLC and Buckhorn Land and Livestock LLC,
Ray Callahan, Mark Fore & Strike, ABC Fire, United Rentals,
Reno Kennel Club, White Flyer, Jim Nelson, Conrad Stitzer,
Donny Caldwell, Lowell Hunt, Wasting Arrows, Mel Belding, Larry
Johnson. Danny Price, Terry Bell, (The Dutch Diva), and Story
County 4-H Shooting Sports.
As well as the 63 volunteers which included the steering
committee members, instructors and camp helpers.
To see more information including the camp’s Mission Statement,
links to photos and videos you can visit the camp Facebook page
or website www.mtoyouthoutdoorskills.com. The 2013 video
should also be posted soon.
Next year’s camp is already in the planning stages with the
tentative dates of July 18th-20th, 2014. Applications should be
available on the camp social media site and website, as well as
the Founding Sponsors’ websites by February 1st.

This made for a very unique experience these kids will
never forget. Not all of them will go on to be sportsmen and
sportswomen but they will have an understanding and respect
for the role played by them in the management and conservation
of wildlife and its habitat. The overall goal to win the hearts and
minds of this group of youngsters was accomplished.
This camp was made possible through the support of its founding
sponsors and strategic partner (NDOW) as well as the following:
Corporate Level Sponsor: E.L. Cord Foundation
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Sustaining Level Sponsors: The Wild Sheep Foundation and NBU
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Editor’s Note: Thank you to Bernie
Crooks for the excellent photography
of the youth camp! Very much
appreciated!
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Put directly on the ground for the construction of
the Miller Mtn. Guzzler on May 18 & 19, 2013!

Photo By Kyle Meintzer – Thank you!

Wild Sheep Foundation		
Tom Powers
Jeff Lindgren			
Kathy & William Townsend
Dale Gaugler			
Don and Linda Snyder
Paula & Jim Wilson		
Justin Ragazzine
Roger McCosker			
Brett & Micki Jefferson
Kyle Meintzer			
Steve Field
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Tom Hoffman			
Jason Teeples
Don Perrien		
David Pritchard
Karen Gordon		
Larry Johnson
Rod Brandenburg
Judi Swenson
Steve Bruggeman
Nevada Student Chapter of WSF
Larry Lewis				
Darryl Williams

Edward C. Smith			
Clay Lancaster
Neal Myerberg			
Joe Zweifel
Rick & Denise Guinn		
Chuck Middleton
Renee Snider			
Gary D Young
Dale & Ellen Campbell		
Kevin Hurley
Alan Day			
United Sportsmen for Fish & Wildlife
Cindy Atcheson			
Marcus Hansen
Glenn Smith			
Robert S Keagy
Glen Pine				
Patrick Valkenburg
Tony Kavalok			
Denise Lowrie
Alan Schafer			
Theodore H. Schutte
Doug Sayer
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Your Donations Working for the Future of Nevada’s Wildlife
By Dennis Wilson, NBU President

Thanks to the outstanding donations from our supporters, NBU was able to fund valuable projects and programs
this year. We focused on bighorn sheep trap and transplant projects, habitat improvement projects, youth
programs, wildlife research projects, disease outbreak investigations, and public awareness. As a premier
volunteer sportsmen’s organization, all the below listed projects were accomplished with donated funding and
donated volunteer time. Since NBU is a 100% volunteer organization the vast majority of all funds raised go
directly “on the ground”!

Habitat Improvement Projects:

►► Bighorn Sheep Trap/Transplant Projects:
Trap and Transplant projects help to introduce new
animals to appropriate habitat, help with genetic
diversity, and offer a means for disease assessment
and population control. This was a very successful year
for the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s bighorn sheep
trap and transplant program. Both Desert Bighorn
Sheep and California Bighorn Sheep were successfully
trapped via helicopter net-gunning and transplanted into
multiple ranges needing augmentation. This included the reintroduction of Rocky Mountain Bighorn
Sheep from Alberta into the East Humboldt range which also was funded by Elko Bighorns Unlimited.
Funding for bighorn sheep trap and transplant: $48,018.

NBU was very active in this arena this year. We funded the following projects:
►► Guzzlers! We build guzzlers (water collection and storage projects) for the
benefit of Nevada’s wildlife. All manner of wildlife have been documented at these
sites including big game species,
upland game species, non-game
mammals, game birds, song birds
and raptors. Water is precious,
and we provide water for wildlife!
NBU provided emergency water
replenishment to some sites
as well as rehabilitating and constructing new guzzlers. For guzzler projects
throughout Nevada, we donated $154,248.
To help offset these expenses and to help fund future projects, NBU received generous donations from Grand Slam Club / Ovis and the
Wild Sheep Foundation through the Nevada Water Appeal Fundraiser during the Conservation Night Banquet at the 2013 Reno Sheep
Show.
►► Youth Programs: NBU strongly believes in supporting youth programs to promote future generations of sportsmen and
sportswomen. NBU donated volunteer time and funding to many events. We helped sponsor Nevada Outdoorsmen in Wheelchairs,
the National Archery in the Schools Program, the Tonopah Kids Fishing Derby,
the Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day, Carson City Bailey Pond Kids Fishing
Day, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s Western Nevada Calf Camp, Wild Sheep
Foundation’s Youth Wildlife Conservation Experience, Range Camp, the University
of Nevada’s Bootstraps Program, Winnemucca Future Farmers of America, and
the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s Lathrop-Capurro Internship program .
The 3rd Annual Maison T.
Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills
Camp was a phenomenal
success, with outstanding
donations from NBU
members of time, talent and funding. This amazing program will continue to teach
less-experienced youth about firearms shooting and safety, fishing, orienteering,
archery, outdoor survival, wildlife calls, wildlife tracks, and a general appreciation
of the wonder and beauty of the Nevada outdoors.
Youth program funding: $49,438.
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►► Wildlife Research Projects: Research is vital to understand wildlife habitat
needs, population dynamics, migration patterns, predation, and species biology.
Disease studies are imperative to help understand and control devastating respiratory
disease problems facing Nevada’s bighorn sheep population. Sage-grouse research is
tremendously important to further understand the population of this bird to prevent it from
becoming federally listed as an endangered species. Some of the research projects
funded by NBU this year included:
Governor’s Sage Grouse Task Force
The Goshutes Environmental Assessment Study
Total donations for Wildlife Research Projects: $5,590.
►► Disease Outbreak Investigations and Research: Nevada’s wild
sheep populations continue to suffer from respiratory disease outbreaks
this year. NBU funded disease outbreak investigations to help delineate
the causes. NBU also continues to fund exciting research at Washington
State University regarding potential future development of a vaccine to help
minimize the dreadful impact wild sheep suffer from respiratory disease.
Total donations for Disease Outbreak Investigations and Research:
$13,200.
►► Public Awareness and Education: Educating the public as to the importance of
volunteer sportsmen and how sportsmen contribute to the overall conservation of wildlife species
is vital to preserve our heritage and our commitment to wildlife conservation. Representation at
important energy development environmental impact meetings and education of governmental
decision-makers regarding impacts to Nevada’s wildlife was accomplished through our funding of
the Wyss Fellow program. Total donations to Public Awareness and Education: $5,750.

Thanks to your generous contributions, NBU was able
to fund $339,030 for the benefit of Nevada’s wildlife.
Your support is greatly appreciated!

Photos By NDOW, Grant Wallace and Brett Jefferson – Thank you!

Photos By Bernie Crooks, Andy Stinson & Randy Rascati – Thank you!
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Snowstorm update
By Matthew K Jeffress

COUNT ON THE

Just a quick note to thank you for NBU’s continued support
of our effort to monitor the Snowstorm California bighorn herd
after the 2011 die-off. Last November, Native Range Capture
Services collared and collected biological samples from 11 ewes
and one ram. In addition to collaring and collecting samples from
the 12 newly collared bighorn, Native Range also recaptured
four of seven previously collared bighorn for disease sampling.
The additional 12 collars brought the total number of collared
bighorn on the Snowstorms to 19. As was indicated in prior
correspondence, NDOW will couple results from disease samples
with telemetry follow-up over the next seven years to better
understand disease processes in bighorn as they relate to lamb
recruitment. Lamb counts this year started at 73 lambs: 100 ewes
in May and they have dropped to 50 lambs: 100 ewes in June to
26 lambs: 100 ewes in July. It is important to note as of the end
of July all remaining lambs were still nursing, thus they were still
receiving antibodies for bacterial pneumonia. Time will tell if they
survive after they are weaned.

EXPERTS.
sitk a® gear founder, Jonathan hart
location: “x”, northwest territories
mark seacat, seacat creative

of 2012 NDOW euthanized two of the Calico Hills bighorn that
were comingled with Snowstorm bighorn. Lab results revealed
the transfer of deadly pathogens from sick Snowstorm bighorn to
healthy Calico Hills bighorn. Our concern over such interaction
centers on Calico Hills bighorn movement back to their release
site. Such movement would not only negatively impact Santa
Rosa bighorn but it could also impact Oregon and Idaho bighorn
populations.

As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.

Thanks to NBU’s generous contribution we are gaining valuable
knowledge of disease processes in bighorn. Such findings will
allow us to develop policies for post die-off management of
bighorn that will aid in formulating future management decisions.
We will continue to keep NBU membership apprised of updates
and developments. Thanks again!

To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative: Brian Barger 775.657.0231

rbauction.com

turning clothing into gear
ne x t-to-sk in | insul ation | sof t shell | hard shell
he adwe ar | handwe ar | packs

sitk agear.com | 877.sitk a.gr
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 33rd annual banquet sponsor.

Editor’s Note: Thank you for the update and valuable information
Matt! Keep up the great work!
In addition to bighorn from
the Snowstorms, we are also
monitoring several bighorn that
were released in the Calico Hills,
hunt unit 051, 30 miles north of the
Snowstorms in November 2011.
A significant portion of the release
compliment moved from the Calico
Hills and found Snowstorm bighorn
on the South Fork Little Humboldt
in early 2012. Those bighorn have
since stayed on the South Fork of
the Little Humboldt. In the spring
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Our Family Legacy
Rifle Raffle
$30 for a raffle ticket and a Family Legacy
knife set in a commemorative tin depicting
the Potterfield family hunting scenes.
One lucky buyer will win a
Family Legacy Rifle set
This is a match set of Browning A-bolt rifles chambered in .257 Roberts
featuring gold inlaid engraved bolts with engraved floorplates, rosewood
fore-ends and grip caps.

East Humboldt Update- Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep and goats
By Caleb K. McAdoo

This spring, NDOW, in cooperation with Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited and Elko Bighorns Unlimited, initiated a largescale monitoring effort of the newly released Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep from Alberta, Canada and the
resident Rocky Mountain goats in the East Humboldt Range.
In order to monitor interaction between the two species, as
well as, the overall herd health, kid and lamb production,
field teams have been on the mountain monitoring the
herds since early May this year. The time spent up on the
mountain has provided for some really good data to be
collected and many key observations to be made.

Half of the proceeds will be donated to the Comstock Clay Breakers of
Reno, Nv through their Scholastic Shooting Trust account at MidwayUSA,
and will be matched one to one by the MidwayUSA Foundation. This will be
represented in an annual grant to the shooting team of
$450 virtually forever!!
The other half of the proceeds will benefit youth shooting, youth hunting
and youth conservation programs through donations by the NVSCWSF.
To buy a raffle ticket please contact:
Nevada	
  Student	
  Chapter	
  of	
  WSF
P	
  O	
  Box	
  13862
Reno	
  Nv,	
  89507
Email:	
  NvSCWSF@gmail.com
Facebook:	
  facebook.com/NvStudentChapterWSF

28

NBU Journal . Volume 30 . Number 3

For the mountain goats, initially kid ratios
were very strong and our observations
indicated outwardly healthy animals, both
young and adults alike. In Early July, animals
were observed weaning from their mother’s
milk, which is usually the time frame when
outward signs of illness in the young are
noticed. However, until just recently, early
August, everything still appeared to be
outwardly healthy. We did, however begin to
notice mountain goat kids that showed signs
of illness in the first week of August. Since
this development is relatively new, we are
still monitoring the animals to record their
symptoms and track their response to the
apparent illness. We will continue to make
observations on both marked and unmarked
adult goats as well, primarily in the southern
two-thirds of the range.
29

For the recently reintroduced sheep, we currently have
16 ewes, 14 lambs, and 3 rams, from an initial release
compliment of 17 ewes and 3 rams. Unfortunately, one of
our collared ewes was hit by a train north of Wells. The
remaining ewes had a very strong lamb crop and all of
the animals appear to be doing very well. The ewes have
largely remained near the release site, up until recently,
where they have started to move into the higher elevations
of the East Humboldt Range. The rams continue to explore
throughout the area and are spending a considerable
amount of time in the high country.

Editor’s Note: Thank you for the update and
valuable information Caleb! Keep up the great
work!
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NBU’s 2013 Project Season - Getting It Done for Nevada’s Wildlife
By Dennis Wilson, NBU President

Working for the benefit of Nevada’s Wildlife and Habitat is what NBU does. This year was no exception and resulted
in a very busy project season. Thanks to the coordination of NBU Board Member and Project Manager Mel Belding,
in addition to the hundreds of NBU Volunteers donating thousands of man-hours, personal equipment and financial
support, the following is what NBU was able to accomplish this year:
►►“Town Site” Candelaria Guzzler, Ray Robb
Dedicated to Ray Robb
Date of Construction: March 11 and 12, 2013.
Number of Volunteers: 39
Location: Candelaria Hills in Mineral County.
4,000 square foot collection apron. 10,000 gallon
storage capacity.
This was the 2013 Auction Guzzler at the April
NBU Banquet
Target Species: Desert Bighorn Sheep

►► GSCO “Mine Pad” Giroux Mine Guzzler
Sponsored by Grand Slam Club Ovis
Date of Construction: March 23-24, 2013
Number of Volunteers: 59 (great turnout!)
Location: Candelaria Hills in Mineral County
4,000 square foot collection apron. 10,000 gallon
storage capacity.
Target Species: Desert Bighorn Sheep

►► Marietta Guzzler
Date of Construction: April 20-21, 2013
Number of Volunteers: 29
Location: Excelsior Mountains, Mineral County
3,000 square foot collection apron. 7,500 gallon storage capacity.
Target Species: Desert Bighorn Sheep

►► WSF Miller Mountain Guzzler
Purchased by member donations through the Wild
Sheep Foundation
Date of Construction: May 18-19, 2013
Number of Volunteers: 35
Location: Candelaria Hills in Mineral County
4,000 square foot collection apron. 10,000 gallon
storage capacity.
Target Species: Desert Bighorn Sheep

All four of the above listed guzzler projects were installed in preparation for Desert
Bighorn Sheep augmentation to this area of Mineral County.

►► Black Canyon Spring Development Project
Dates of Construction: 3 weekends and 2 phases through May and June, 2013
Number of Volunteers: Over 55.
Location: Black Canyon north of Winnemucca Ranch in Washoe County
Installation of 2,200 linear feet of 2-rail pipe fence to protect two vital springs and associated
meadow. Installation of two large stock tanks to allow cattle and horses to drink outside
the enclosure.
Target Species: Greater Sage Grouse
This project was a collaborative effort between NBU, the NBU Foundation, the Nevada Department of Wildlife, and the Natural Resource
Conservation Service. It was a great project resulting in simultaneous benefit to wildlife, habitat, and multiple-use of livestock grazing
options.
►► Coleman Canyon Guzzler, Lawrence Belli
Dedicated to Lawrence Belli
Date of Construction: July 12-14, 2013
Number of Volunteers: over 60 (great turnout!)
Location: Coleman Canyon, northwest of the Charles Sheldon
Antelope Range, northern Washoe County
2,000 square foot collection apron. 7,500 gallon storage capacity.
Target Species: California Bighorn Sheep
►► Emergency Water Haul
Number of Volunteers: Ongoing Project
Location: Two sites in area 181. The first site has already received 3,000 gallons and the second site has received 2,500 gallons.
This project will continue through the summer and early fall.
Point of contact: Mel Belding: guzlr@sbcglobal.net
►► Upcoming Project:
Corral Springs Fencing Project, September, 2013. Watch the NBU website and the NBU Facebook
page for information as it develops.
These habitat improvement projects are what NBU is all about, for the benefit of Nevada’s wildlife.
All NBU members can be truly proud of the fantastic effort, logistics, funding and support of
these projects. No other volunteer sportsmen’s organization can claim these kinds of results and
participation.
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Photos by Andy Stinson and Bernie Crooks – Thank you both for photo-documenting NBU’s successes!
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Golden Ram BBQ

Mojave National Preserve Update

By Brad Johnston

For several years, while I was on the NBU Board of Directors,
I served as the bartender at the annual Golden Ram BBQ sold
each year at the fundraising banquet. The food was always great
and the drinks generous, so I thought, “Someday I am going to
buy this barbecue.” After moving to Yerington and stepping down
from the NBU Board, I got my chance to buy the barbecue this
year, and it is a purchase that my wife and I do not regret. Not
only were we able to support a good cause, but a fun time was
had by all at the barbecue held this past June here in Mason
Valley.
My wife and I decided
to have the barbecue
at a friend’s ranch here
in Yerington because it
provided the ideal country
setting, and we wanted
this to be a family event
that included kids. We
set the date for June 22nd
and picked the menu –
New York steaks, baked
potatoes, and all the
trimmings. As it turned
out, though, I was actually
in Ely on June 21st and
22nd for the Wildlife
Commission meeting, so I
had to leave that meeting
early on Saturday to hurry
back across Highway 50
for the barbecue.
When I got back to
Yerington, I stopped by the ranch to see how things were
coming along and the NBU directors and volunteers already
had everything ready to go. The bar was in place, the tables
with fine table cloths and linen napkins were set, and the dinner
preparations were well underway. I felt a little guilty because I
literally had to do nothing more than show up a little later for the
party. And, a great party it was.
Our closest friends from Reno and Yerington attended, and we all
enjoyed the tranquil setting along the Walker River surrounded
by onion fields. The night began with some healthy pours of
everyone’s favorite cocktails and delicious stuffed mushroom
and sausage appetizers. There were so many appetizers I was
not sure if anyone would be hungry for dinner, but the steaks
Mel cooked were too good to pass up, despite their enormity.
Everyone commented on how great the food was coming out of
NBU’s mobile kitchen. A watermelon cake topped off the dinner,
and then it was time to relax and enjoy the evening. We gathered
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around a campfire and
made smores for the kids
and stories were shared
among old and new friends
alike. It was great way to
spend a summer evening.
Many of us camped at the
ranch, and so we were
treated to a big breakfast

By Peregrine L. Wolff
Wildlife Veterinarian - Nevada Department of Wildlife

Mason Valley

Draft Talking Points for Mojave, Desert Bighorn Pneumonia
Outbreak and Response:
• A pneumonia outbreak has been identified in desert bighorn 		
sheep in Mojave National Preserve.

Photos by Bernie Crooks – Thank you!

• The disease has been identified in the Old Dad system (Old Dad
Peak and vicinity including Kerr, Vermin, Main Old Dad, and Kelso
water sources). Clinically ill animals have also been identified in
the Marble Mountains; diagnostic tests are pending.
• A recent helicopter survey (July 16-18, 2013) indicated there were
significantly fewer sheep than have previously been surveyed
in the Old Dad system, suggesting a large mortality event has
occurred.

Hunt Club
Yerington, NV

www.masonvalleyhuntclub.com
Tony Reviglio (775) 741-4447
Marty Howard (775) 722-4163

• To date approximately 30 sheep carcasses have been identified.
Samples from many of these carcasses have been submitted for
necropsy and/or veterinary diagnostic tests.
• Confirmed respiratory pathogens include Mycoplasma
ovipneumoniae and Bibersteinia trehalosi. Both are bacteria which
have been linked to other pneumonia outbreaks in bighorn sheep.
Both are pathogens associated with domestic livestock including
sheep, goats, and cattle.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Mason Valley Hunt Club
as a 32nd Annual Banquet Sponsor

• The inciting cause of the outbreak has not been identified;
however, interaction with domestic livestock is suspected.
• An interagency working group has been formed to monitor the
outbreak, suggest best practices for limiting effects of the disease,
and provide recommendations for management actions. Members
of the working group represent the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, National Park Service, Oregon State University, and
affiliated researchers.
of eggs, bacon, and hashbrowns the next morning. For some of us,
the food was badly needed after the night before and a few Bloody
Mary’s were poured as well. That was when I returned to my role as
bartender, as I love making my special recipe Bloody Mary’s. I was
glad to finally help out, even if in some minor role.
As things wound down after breakfast, we all began to pack-up our
camps and the NBU directors and volunteers loaded up their gear.
This dinner has become so well organized, it is seemingly effortless.
But, I know that the NBU directors and volunteers put a lot of time
and effort into the event and take great pride in making it successful
every year. They attend to every detail, and it shows year after
year at this event. For this, I cannot express enough thanks to the
NBU directors and volunteers that made my family’s special night
possible.
Editor’s Note: Don’t miss you chance at a Gold Ram BBQ at the
34th NBU Banquet!

• Funding and staff for this work is provided by the Wild Sheep
Foundation, Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep,
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the National Park
Service.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges

• Management actions currently under consideration include:
collaring healthy bighorn sheep in areas peripheral to the outbreak
to sample for disease surveillance, monitor disease spread, and
determine sources of mortality; strategically using water sources
to discourage connectivity between sub-herds in an attempt to
limit disease spread; and removing clinically ill animals from the
population to limit disease spread.

as a 33rd Annual Banquet Sponsor

• Exact dates and implementation plans for these considered actions
are in development.
• National Environmental Policy Act compliance has been initiated.
The Preserve is currently taking limited disease detection and
management actions through Categorical Exclusions and a
Memorandum to Support Emergency Activities is currently being
considered. Minimum tools analysis has been performed for
actions proposed in wilderness.
Editor’s Note: Thank you Dr. Wolff for the update and all you do
for Nevada’s wildlife and our precious bighorn sheep!

Representatives for these great manufacturers:
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Battle Mountain Bootstraps Crew Kicks Off Its 9th Season

NBU-Midas

By Mike Stamm
UNR Cooperative Extension

By Julie Mortara
Imagine taking a bite of hot, fresh bread baked in a Dutch oven
that is smothered in garlic and herb olive oil. Sounds delicious
right? This year at the NBU-Midas fundraising event, Mark
Bernard of Winnemucca, Nevada baked over thirty loaves of
bread to share with participants. He was very gracious, friendly,
and with a big smile, he
served up his Dutch oven
bread dipped in garlic
olive oil infused with his
own homegrown herbs.
People circled round to

try the home-made bread.
Many returned to the large
BBQ baking area for more
because it was so irresistible.
“It’s about breaking bread,”
Robert Lekumberry, friend
of Bernard, said. “This event is about meeting new people and
supporting this cause.”
Amongst the aroma
of baking bread were
sounds of people
laughing, chatting, and the
occasional quad driving
by. The usual games
of chance were popular
such as “Pluck a Buck,”
“Spin the Wheel,” “Guess,
the Spread,” darts, and
the mystery cooler. The
women’s raffle was a
success because several
ladies gathered up their
prizes with smiles on their
faces and safely put them
away at their “camp” for the weekend. The .22 shoot, quad raffle,
and general raffle were a success as many won great items like
rifles, art, and camping gear. Another delicious meal provided by
Machi’s was served consisting of savory BBQ beans, a green teainfused noodle salad, a curry three-bean salad, BBQ chicken, and
marinated flank steak perfectly cooked with a tangy BBQ sauce.
Fingers and hands were flying during the auction to bid on unique
and one-of-a-kind items like a custom painted pedal car, a handbeaded basket, a doghouse built out of wine barrels, paintings,
photographs, knives, duck decoys, bow and arrows, pistols, rifles,
shot-guns, and more. Featured artists were Rebecca Eagle,
Bob Fantana, Victor Trujillo, Vic Trujillo, Steve Allely, Ron Fulton,
Julie Mortara, Chris Lacey, Sharp’s Saddlery, and Jason’s Art
Gallery to name a few. The new “Poker Run” was again a crowd
favorite. A new route was run taking advantage of Midas’s mining
history. Couples, friends, and relatives cruised through the back
roads of Midas in their off-road vehicles, up switchbacks, and
near old ruins with gorgeous Nevada landscapes all around. The
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extraordinary mountains peered
through viewpoints throughout the
journey making some stop and
smell the sage as they admired
this beautiful area.
NBU-Midas is dedicated to helping Nevada’s habitat and wildlife,
and we thank all of those who participated this year making the
event a success. Over the past years we have been able to fund
several antelope and bighorn sheep relocation projects in Elko,
Humboldt, and Washoe Counties; the restocking of crappie,
bass, and catfish in Willow Creek Reservoir in Elko County; the
planting of sagebrush and bitterbrush seedlings to improve habitat
in areas crucial to mule deer and sage grouse; the planting of
seeds and seedlings for fire restoration after several large fires
in Northern Nevada; and some funding for the construction of
a green house in French Ford Middle School in Winnemucca
to grow native plants that are used in fire rehabilitation of our
wildlife habitat. We also provide ongoing funding for maintaining
the shooting facilities in Winnemucca at the Humboldt County
Shooting Park, and we participate in many sage grouse projects
across Nevada. We would like to thank NBU-Midas participants
for your support this year and for “breaking bread” with us.

The Bootstraps program began in 2005 as
partnership between BLM’s Battle Mountain
District and the University of Nevada Cooperative
Extension. The program employs out-of-school
young adults, teaching them useful life and work
skills, while accomplishing much needed wildlife
habitat improvement projects. Bootstraps crews
camp at the job site, greatly reducing expenses and
travel time to remote project locations.
Although the Bootstraps program won’t solve all of
our natural resource problems, it serves as a model
for cooperation between local communities, private
enterprise, government agencies and sportsman’s
groups.

The 2013 Bootstraps Crew on Cowboy Rest Creek, northeastern Toiyabe Range, Lander County, Nevada

The Battle Mountain Bootstraps crew recently began its 9th
season. From June through October, this multi-racial crew, using
chainsaws, will remove encroaching pinyon and juniper trees from
carefully selected wildlife habitats in central Nevada.
Since European settlement, changes in land use, fire frequency
and atmospheric carbon dioxide have led to widespread increases
in pinyon and juniper at the expense of wildlife habitat.

The Bootstraps Camp and partially completed steel jack fence on a high
elevation meadow complex in the Battle Mountains, central Nevada. Especially
during dry years, healthy meadows are essential for sage grouse survival.
Bootstraps crews camp at the job site, reducing travel time and expense

Dense stands of pinyon-juniper make very poor wildlife habitat. Note dead and dying grasses and shrubs

Pinyon and juniper woodlands have been present in the Great
Basin for centuries and both species provide food and cover
for many wildlife species. But as they become increasingly
widespread and numerous, shrubs, grasses and forbs are lost
through competitive exclusion. Dense pinyon-juniper woodlands
are also highly susceptible to intense wildfires, after which
introduced weeds such as cheatgrass, frequently dominate the
landscape.

Editor’s Note: Great program! Great for habitat! Win-Win for
Nevada’s Wildlife!
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Thanks Our:
OUTFITTER MEMBERS

CORPORATE MEMBERS

GRAND SLAM SAFARIS

TRI STATE SURVEYING, LTD.

G&J OUTDOORS

INTERNATIONAL LINING TECHNOLOGY

NEVADA ROD & RIFLE OUTFITTERS

RAYMOND & JANET JOSEPH

41 Desert View Drive, Box 290
Smith, Nevada 89430
lergosg@hughes.net

Carey Jellison
P.O. Box 430
Auburn, CA 95604
cary@gandjoutdoors.com
Shane Evans
2120 Citron Street
Reno, Nevada 89512
buxndux123@aol.com

MONTANA OUTWEST OUTFITTERS
Remi Warren
101 Andrew Ln
Reno, NV 89521
hunt@montanaoutwest.com

Lee H. Smithson, P.L.S.
1925 E. Prater Way
Sparks, Nevada 89118
lsmithson@tristateltd.com

Michael Salley
850 Maestro Drive, Ste 101
Reno, Nevada 89511
michael@intlining.com
155 Pioche Road
Reno, Nevada 89510

LARRY FRUGOLI, DMD
1010 Caughlin Crossing
Reno, NV 89509
larry@drfrugoli.com

Cashman Equipment
John Currie
600 Glendale Ave.
Sparks, NV 89431

IN NATURE,
IN LIFE,
IN PERSON:
UNDERSTAND
TRUE WEALTH
PLANNING
Financial independence and the ability to achieve it during a lifetime are determined by the
choices you make today and the professionals you choose to guide you in your pursuit.
Wild sheep advocates and conservationists intuitively seek to sustain and replenish where they can. It is
part of their belief system.
With that same commitment and level of integrity Kyle M. Meintzer, CFP® seeks to guide the financial
lives of NBU Members throughout the country, as he is a Gold Ram Life Member himself. A specialty
Wealth Advisor for the conservation minded, he has helped coach hundreds of families towards financial
independence and through their business succession, retirement, estate and legacy needs. With thirtyseven years of in person, wealth advisory experience, he understands the challenges and opportunities the
evolving financial landscape presents. He personally meets with all his clients and guides them through his
comprehensive financial planning process, demonstrating an in-depth understanding of challenges that
may lie ahead, while embracing the momentous task of coordinating various complimentary professionals
towards the common goal of financial independence for those he serves.
No one can foresee the future, but everyone can learn from the past and take cues from the present.
Today’s economic environment requires a Wealth Advisor who demonstrates integrity and determination.
Call for a no-obligation review of your financial situation, and take advantage of a 10% discount to all
documented NBU Member families. Call 775.657.8529 today to learn more or visit
www.heritageworthpreserving.com

KYLE M. MEINTZER, CFP®

Lincoln Financial Advisors
14310 Quail Ravine Court
Reno, NV 89511-6765
phone: 775. 657. 8529
kyle.meintzer@lfg.com
CA Insurance License#0552192
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer (member SIPC) and registered investment advisor. In
CA, insurance offered through Lincoln Marketing and Insurance Agency, LLC and Lincoln Associates Insurance Agency, Inc. and other fine companies . In NV,
insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corp., and its affiliates. Not
licensed to conduct business in all states. Not to be considered a solicitation in those states in which I am not licensed. CRN201211-2074360
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2014

Convention & Sporting Expo
The Premier Mountain Hunting Exposition in the World!

JANUARY 22ND - 25TH

- PEPPERMILL RESORT & CASINO
- RENO SPARKS CONVENTION CENTER

Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-one years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.

307.527.6261 wildsheepfoundation.org

Proud Partner of

NBU GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES WSF
AS A 33rd ANNUAL BANQUET SPONSOR
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NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding and
NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having about 9,900 bighorn sheep within our borders.
That is more bighorn sheep than any other state in the lower
48! NBU has been largely responsible for transplanting bighorn

sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in Nevada that bighorns
call home. But NBU is not only about wild sheep! Through the
donations and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased opportunities to
hunt big and small game animals, as well as otherwise enjoying
Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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NBU congratulates Wildlife Revolutions as winner of the People’s
Choice Taxidermy Competition at the 33rd Annual Banquet

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form
When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



You have a choice of membership levels:


Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible; please consult your accountant.



Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram



Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________

Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:




42

Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.

Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.
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Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________

Scan this code to see a timelapse
video of this grizzly bear being
created.

Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org

d
len Copelan
Taken by: G

Visit our facebook page
facebook.com/wildliferevolutions.

(775) 527-1614 | 2405A Walnut St. | Reno, NV 89502 | wildliferevolutions.com
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393

- 34th Annual NBU Banquet - April 4, 2014 Tickets Available Soon!
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