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What a phenomenal 34th annual NBU banquet! This year’s fundraising banquet was one
of our best ever and was yet again a great example of how well Nevada’s sportsmen take
care of the wildlife in our state. Every person at that banquet was directly helping put sheep
back on the mountain. The banquet is the main fundraiser for NBU and allows the NBU to
continue to help support wildlife and habitat in Nevada.
The national anthem singer Julia Curtis brought down the house and I don’t think there was
a dry eye in the room when Army Vet Jeremy Joyner got awarded a guided elk hunt from
the Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association. Thanks for your service Jeremy.
NBU definitely could not have pulled the dinner off without the help of the NBU volunteers.
Thank you very much to all the people who took time off to help get the room set up for
everyone to enjoy. We could not pull off the evening without you.
Also thank you to our great 2014 Sponsors including Grand Slam Ovis, Kyle Meintzer, Wild
Sheep Foundation, Legacy Sports, African Arrow Safaris, Nevada Taxidermy, Savannah
Safaris, Scheels, Cabelas, Ritchie Brothers, Jeremy Page, Mason Valley Hunt Club, Leica,
The Evans Group, Sitka, Les Schwab, Castle Valley Outdoors, Wildlife Revolutions, and
Fur & Feather Taxidermy. Thank you for your generous support of NBU and for making the
banquet what it is.
Thank you everyone who brought taxidermy for the crowd to enjoy. The taxidermy pieces
and collections were unbelievable and the Wall of Heads looked great again this year. NBU
thanks you for helping make the banquet room look great and for allowing people to view
your hard work.
Thank you to everyone who attended the banquet, and thank you for helping NBU create
such a successful night of fundraising for Nevada’s Wildlife.
Besides the banquet, this year’s guzzler season has already been a busy one. So far NBU
volunteers and sportsmen have already built 5 guzzlers this year in the Virginia Range, 2 in
the Sand Springs Range, and 2 in the Garfield Hills. Thank you everyone who volunteers
and puts the time in to build these guzzlers. The next guzzler is scheduled for May 17th in
Northern Washoe. NBU is going to shoot to complete 2 guzzlers in one day, so if you have
the time, please RSVP and try and make it up for that date! The rest of the project season
is featured inside this edition.
®

Lastly, we are going to try something new in the journal and feature “in the field” pictures
submitted by NBU members. If you have hunting or fishing pictures of you, family, or
friends, please send them to me and we will publish them in the “in the field” section.
Especially if you are wearing NBU gear! My email is tfennell@dicksoncre.com
The Nevada big game draw is winding to a close as I write this
letter, so good luck in the draws to everyone.
Tom Fennell
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Cover photo and all banquet photography taken by Randy Rascati.
Thank you Randy for all your hard work and great photography!
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supporting students with academic scholarships will aid our mission and
benefit Nevada's wildlife immensely. Funding for this program comes from
countless sportsmen volunteer hours and dollars.
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President’s Message
Fellow NBU Members:
We just came off a tremendous fundraising
banquet April 4th at the Peppermill. Over
2,030 people were served dinner and we
had a highly financially successful evening!
We had the opportunity to recognize
outstanding volunteers, a war hero, and we
had amazing support from our attendees,
our sponsors and our donors.
The Heritage California Bighorn Sheep Tag went for $79,000
and the Heritage Desert (Nelson) Bighorn Sheep Tag went for
$100,000. All money raised from these tags will go directly into
the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s Heritage Program to support
Nevada’s wildlife. Since NBU is an all-volunteer organization, the
remaining funding raised at this banquet will go directly to habitat
improvement projects, trap and transplant projects, youth projects,
wildlife disease research, and public education efforts.
Highlights of the evening included a great meal and service by
the Peppermill. The taxidermy was wonderful, with exceptional
mounts on display. The Wall of Heads was a masterpiece this
year, thanks to those of you who let us borrow your trophies for
the evening. The raffles were highly successful, thanks to the
hours of preparation and the generous donations of our volunteers
and sponsors. The general raffle for the Wall of Guns performed
exceedingly well, best ever! The auctions, both silent and general
performed very well. One auction item in particular, the Maison T
Ortiz Youth Antelope Hunt donated by Todd Jaksick and guided by
Shane Evans did very well, and the funds from this auction item
will go directly to the support of the upcoming youth skills camp
this July. NBU youth scored with a ground-pounder interactive
target and youth guns provided by our generous donors.

for his determined effort to put out the best product possible.
Thank you, Brett, for exceptional work as the NBU Journal Editor!
Mel Belding has concluded his term as NBU Director. Mel’s
drive, passion, and “get ‘er done” attitude have molded the habitat
improvement (guzzler) program to world-class levels. Mel’s level
of expertise and leadership were on display at every guzzler
project he helped design, plan and construct. We will be seeing
Mel out on many future guzzler projects. Mel’s leadership through
the NBU Board was truly appreciated. Thank you, Mel, for your
tremendous service to NBU and to Nevada’s Wildlife!
I have concluded my two-year term as NBU President. It
has been an honor and a pleasure to serve in this capacity,
representing the finest wildlife volunteers anywhere. Jeff
Turnipseed will be the new NBU President starting in June,
2014, and his leadership along with the leadership of the Board
of Directors will keep NBU moving forward in the best possible
capacity.
Now that the banquet is behind us, it is time to do what we do best
and that is to volunteer for the benefit of Nevada’s wildlife. You
will note a number of upcoming guzzler projects and volunteer
opportunities on our website and Facebook page. See you out on
the next guzzler site!
Proudly representing the best wildlife volunteers ever,

Dennis Wilson,
President

NBU was honored to have Nevada Department of Wildlife
(NDOW) Director Tony Wasley present, along with past directors
and NDOW biologists. Our relationship with NDOW remains
strong, resulting in the accomplishment of NBU’s mission. We
had numerous legislators and dignitaries present, all of whom will
work to support Nevada’s wildlife, sportsmen and sportswomen
during this upcoming legislative session.
The success of this banquet could not have been accomplished
without the generous support from our donors and sponsors,
which you will note in this Journal. Please give a big thank-you
to these individuals, corporations and organizations. The NBU
Board of Directors put in hundreds of hours to make this banquet
successful. I am thankful for the support and tireless drive of
these exceptional volunteers. Those of you who donated your
time, effort, funding and expertise to pull off this record-breaking
banquet are truly appreciated. Once again, NBU volunteers rise
to the occasion and get it done!
Brett Jefferson has stepped down as NBU Journal Editor; his
very large shoes will be filled by NBU Director Tom Fennell. Tom’s
work will be showcased with this issue. Brett brought the Journal
to an unbelievable new standard, and all of us are truly thankful

Take it up a notch!

Join NBU as an Outfitter or
Corporate Member!
Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited helps to
re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s wildlife.
Outfitter Members and Corporate Members receive
a listing in each issue of the NBU Journal as well as
acknowledgement on the NBU-Reno website.
Consider supporting Nevada’s Wildlife
at these new membership levels.
~ Thank you! ~
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o 775.826.6810
f 775.826.6811
6770 S. McCarran Blvd.
Reno, NV 89509
"An independently owned and operated Office"

“We are absolutely committed to providing exceptional personal
service to our clients. We don’t just pay lip service to our internal
mission statement: ‘To create clients for life through the finest
service’. It is Harcourts heart and soul, and is fundamental to the
positive attitude and success of our people.”
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Gratefully Acknowledges
Jeremy Page as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
www.harcourtsnv.com

May 17 & 18			

Table Lakes Guzzlers

June 1 & 2			

Black Canyon Spring Development Project

June 8			
			

Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day					
Need Volunteers Contact Pat Pinjuv at PatP@pinecrestconstruction.net

June 9 			

Main Draw Results-Big Game

June 24 			

Second Draw Deadline

June 21 & 22			
			

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting			
Set/Revise Upland Game and Furbearer Seasons and Limits

July 13 & 14			

Belli Coleman Canyon Guzzler

July 16 			

Southern Nevada, Antelope Workshop

July, 19 – 21			
			

Maison T Ortiz – Youth Outdoor Skills Camp				
Need Volunteers Contact MTOYOSC@gmail.com

Winnemucca Ranch

Aug. 2 & 3			
			

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting			
Set/Revise Waterfowl Season and Limits

Fallon, Nevada		

Sparks Marina 		

Ely, Nevada		

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet,
please contact any Board member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and
the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.
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Cooperative Extension program recognized for conservation and collaboration
By Tiffany Kozsan - University of Nevada Cooperative Extension
‘Bootstraps’ program for young adults receives 2013 Partners in
Conservation Award from U.S. Department of Interior; restores
sage grouse habitat
RENO, Nev. – University of Nevada Cooperative Extension’s
Bootstraps Program has received the 2013 Partners in
Conservation Award from the U.S. Department of the Interior, one
of only 20 programs across the nation to receive this award for
achievements in conservation of natural resources that include
collaborative activity among a diverse range of entities.
The Bootstraps Program gives at-risk young adults, ages 18 to
25, the opportunity to be involved in natural resource project work,
such as restoring sage grouse habitat. Through the program,
participants receive practical classroom instruction and field
experience, as well as the skills and decision-making abilities
to return to school or enter the workforce. Since 2005, the
program has employed more than 100 at-risk young adults,
about two-thirds of whom are Native Americans.

“The Department of the Interior is proud to recognize the
accomplishments of those who are innovating and collaborating
in ways that address today’s complex conservation and
stewardship challenges,” Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell
said at a January awards ceremony at the Interior headquarters
in Washington, D.C. “These partnerships represent the gold
standard for how Interior is doing business across the nation to
power our future, strengthen tribal nations, conserve and enhance
America’s great outdoors and engage the next generation.”
For more information about Bootstraps, visit http://www.unr.edu/
silverandblue/archive/2010/fall/nsb_fall_2010_14-15_web.pdf or
http://www.unce.unr.edu/publications/files/cy/2012/cm1203.pdf

“It is hard work,” an ex-participant said. “It pays off when
you see that your project is done — how much difference it
makes to the environment, either the fencing or working with
endangered species like sage grouse — making a home for
them.”
Last summer Bootstraps crews cleaned up greater sage
grouse habitat areas by removing or controlling pinyon-juniper
trees on more than 1,700 acres of public lands in southern
Lander County, Nev. Over the last nine years, Bootstraps crews
have treated more than 12,000 acres of pinyon-juniper trees in
preliminary priority sage-grouse habitat, built 150 riparian microenclosures to protect Aspen tree stands, and more. Nevada
Bureau of Land Management’s Battle Mountain District and other
partners help pay crew members though financial assistance
agreements with Cooperative Extension.

The Partners in Conservation Award recognizes outstanding
conservation results that have been produced primarily because
of engagement and contributions of many partners. To build the
successful Bootstraps Program, University of Nevada Cooperative
Extension collaborated with:

Founded in 1874 as Nevada’s land-grant university, the University of
Nevada, Reno ranks in the top tier of best national universities. With
nearly 19,000 students, the University is driven to contribute a culture of
student success, world-improving research and outreach that enhances
communities and business. Part of the Nevada System of Higher
Education, the University has the system’s largest research program
and is home to the state’s medical school. With outreach and education
programs in all Nevada counties and home to one of the largest studyabroad consortiums, the University extends across the state and around
the world. For more information, visit www.unr.edu.

-

Contact: Tiffany Kozsan
Communications Assistant
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension
Dean and Director’s Office
University of Nevada, Reno / MS 404
Reno, Nevada 89557-0404
kozsant@unce.unr.edu
775-784-7072
www.unce.unr.edu

“Our partners give us confidence in a bright tomorrow and are
an inspiration to us all,” said Amy Lueders, the bureau’s state
director.
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University of Nevada Cooperative Extension is the College of the
University of Nevada, Reno that is engaged in every Nevada county,
presenting research-based knowledge to address critical community
needs. It is a county-state-federal partnership providing practical
education to people, businesses and communities. For more information
on its programs, visit www.unce.unr.edu.

Bureau of Land Management Battle Mountain District
Duck Valley Sho-Pai Tribe
Eureka County
Lander County
National Mule Deer Foundation
Natural Resources and Conservation Service
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Nevada Department of Wildlife
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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We are proud to announce the

PROUD PARTNER OF

NBU Legacy Scholarship Program
The NBU Legacy Scholarship Program was established in 2013 to honor those
individuals that have contributed significant time and resources to NBU. The
program was also developed to commemorate the accomplishments of NBU
throughout our history. It's our goal as sportsmen and working professionals
to leave a legacy of wildlife conservation for future generations. We feel that
supporting students with academic scholarships will aid our mission and
benefit Nevada's wildlife immensely. Funding for this program comes from
countless sportsmen volunteer hours and dollars.

IT’S IN YOUR

MORNING COMMUTE.

© 2014 Cabela’s Inc.

Applications for are available to prospective students in the spring of 2014 on
the NBU website. The NBU is extremely excited to have yet another avenue to
enhance Nevada's wildlife and those individuals who contribute to it.

IT’S IN YOUR NATURE.

TM

Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

10

For more information on the program, feel free to
contact NBU Director and Legacy Scholarship
Committee Chair, Josh Vittori at jvittori@jbrenv.com.
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INTRODUCING THE FIRST CLASS OF NBU LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP ALUMNI
In the fall of 2013 the NBU Legacy Scholarship Committee
awarded education assistance awards to Jennifer Arnold, Travis
Allen, and Tyler Nall.
To be selected for this program, these students had to show
exemplary scholastic proficiency, commitment to conservation of
wildlife or natural resources, character, and service. They also
had to clearly demonstrate the ability and desire to contribute to
Nevada’s wildlife.
We asked these students to explain to us how the program has
helped them and what it has done for them over the last year.
Here are their responses:

Jennifer Arnold
University of Nevada, Reno
Major: Environmental Science
			
My name is Jennifer Arnold
and this past year I was
honored to receive an NBU
scholarship. Being a native
Nevadan and growing up in a
family that loves the outdoors
has inspired me to pursue a degree at the University of Nevada
Reno that will allow me to both enjoy the outdoors and give back
to Nevada’s environment. I will be graduating in December of
2014 with a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science with a
minor in Wildlife Conservation. Receiving the scholarship was
very helpful financially because being a full time student, I am
only able to work part time in a laboratory on campus. I also am
a student-athlete on Nevada’s diving team and because of this
huge time commitment I wasn’t able to take some great classes
that would help me in my future career. This scholarship has
helped me afford to go to school an extra semester so I can take
some of these classes. This summer I will continue to work in the
lab, but I am also going to start looking for internships and getting
information about employment in my field. I don’t really know
what that employment may be, but I know I want to work outdoors
in an area that I can help future generations enjoy our wonderful
outdoors. It is my goal in life to make a difference whether in
wildlife conservation or just by starting a recycling program in
schools. This scholarship is helping me get closer to those goals.
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Travis Allen
University of Nevada, Reno
Major: Wildlife Ecology &
Conservation
Special thanks goes to Nevada Bighorns Unlimited for their
support in the completion of my degree in Wildlife Ecology &
Conservation here at UNR. With their help I was able to focus
primarily on my education, rather than my finances. Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited’s mission to promote and enhance our state’s
wildlife now and for future generations is a goal I find easy
to support and I hope to join paths in conservation with NBU
throughout the future.
Now graduated, I remain immersed in the field of conservation
as a wildlife technician for the University of Nevada, working
with Mule Deer in both Nevada and Oregon. Currently projects
involve monitoring population movements and survival, along
with fawn recruitment, via radio collars and telemetry for a
better understanding of population demographics and resource
selection. As for the future, I plan to continue my work as a
wildlife technician, providing assistance to researchers in need
of field techs for data collection and management. Also, within
the next few years I’ll begin my own research as I work towards
a master’s degree in the disciplines of natural resources. Wildlife
conservation is both a fun and rewarding field to be a part of and
I can easily see spending the rest of my life working towards
conserving our natural world.

At the end of the summer of 2013 I was very fortunate to be
the recipient of the Legacy Scholarship offered by the Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited. A scholarship like this is one of the best
opportunities that a college student can receive. It has allowed me
to be more focused on my school career as opposed to focusing
on where I will get the money to go to school. NBU has been very
good to me in the past with not only the Legacy Scholarship but
in the spring of 2012 I was also selected to be one of the James
Lathrop and Wayne Capurro Memorial Scholarship recipients.
The combination of these two scholarships has benefited my
schooling and future career path to a very high degree. I cannot
thank NBU enough for giving me these opportunities. I plan to
graduate from the University of Nevada Reno next year and will
begin to look for a job with the Nevada Department of Wildlife. I
am very passionate about wildlife and look forward to a career in
which I can give back to the conservation of wildlife.
For any college juniors or seniors interested in this program
please review the scholarship application available on our
website, Facebook page or by email via jvittori@jbrenv.com. This
year’s deadline for applications is May 31, 2014.

Tyler Nall
University of Nevada, Reno
Major: Wildlife Ecology &
Conservation
Minor: Forest & Rangeland
Management
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Thank You To All Our Banquet Volunteers:
UNR Rifle Team:
Fred Harvey
Terry Melby
Marty Harsin
Nora Harsin
Elsa Ochsner
Greta Ochsner
Emma Syverson
Zach Duncan
Jessica Ruxton
Lauren Zerkovich
Niki Silveria
Jessie Katsuyama
Jared Crews
Kenneth Mickey

Friends of Kristie Belding:
Kristie Belding
Jenny Sweet
McKinnon Chappel
Cameron Chappel
Cathy Payne
Karlie Neff
Heather Golden
Lauren Strange
Morgan Wilson
Jackie Martinez
Erica Chavez

UNR Cast and Blast:
Alex Werbeckes
Jenny Arnold
Paymon Kainie
Matt Baine
Joey Winkler
Kelly Ellyan
Ben Conway
Codi Morris
Tyler Nall
Nick Howden
Matt Johnson
Tyler Johnson

UNR Wildlife Society and
WSF Student Chapter:
Julianna Jefferson
Alex McBride
Shaughn Galloway
Olivia Baez
Gracie Berelis
David Culverson
Rachel Lindgren
Scott Carpenter

Set-up and Take-down
Brenda Stinson
Andy Stinson
Joe Sellers
Steven Kellers
Lowell Hunt
Bob Heddy
Mike Dobson
Sam Miller
Ted Matthews
Alex Lutz
Bill Burrows
George Kent
Bernie Crooks
Paul McKee
Reuben Telles
Bill Retzer
Will Retzer
Beau Retzer
Jason Salisbury
Bo Kindred
Natasha Price
Cody Idso
Kevin Dach
Braden Dach
Don Caldwell
Grant Dalen
Duane Cross
Greg Van Kirk
Lisa Muck
Bill Muck
Jason Warren
Don Welsh
Eric Dalen
Kelly Dalen
Don Bagley
Jesse Vickers
Jay Mee
Hunter Mee
Frank Padilla, Sr.
Joe Burfield
Alex Padilla
Ramie Millsap
Raymond Limpangus
Brett Hinckley
Donica Goegg
Ralph Goegg
Travis Smith
Tanner Smith
Andy MacKay
Tim Keppel
Matt Sweitzer
Caleb McAdoo

Dohn Matteoni
Dohn Matteoni, Jr.
Kyle Mollenberg
Eric Barton
Kent Burroughs
Joe Brooke
John Brooke
Dale A. Kiriale
Joe Mortensen
Mike Gill
Shane Evans
Michael Sullivan
Paul Duesing
Gus Assuras
Donald Bagley
Brian Casci
Chad Blanchard
Dave Walthen
Matt Livingston
Bill France
Dave Angella
Rich Knight
Mike Ebright
Jake Chatelle
Jim Nelson
Gary Hull
Mike Cox

BLAST FROM THE PAST

Photographer:

Randy Rascati and Lynn Starnes

National Anthem: Julia Curtis
Office:

Laurie Werlinger
Becky Jenne
Jeremy Drew
Darcie Thomas
Dianne Lawson
Cindy Caldwell
Kelcie Thomas
Cassie Kirkendoll
Louis S. Test

Banquet Help/Ladies Baskets:
Dianna Belding
Judi Caron
Patty Kellers
Sharon Flanary
Jenna Moffat
Linda Field
Mike Field
Debbie Rife

Note: We
apologize
missed2someone! Thank you for supporting NBU & your commitment to wildlife!
NBU Journal
. Volume
31if. we
Number
14 Editor’s
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WELCOME TO

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Scheels as a
34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
Thank you members for
your support of the NBU

1200 SCHEELS DRIVE • SPARKS, NV • 775.331.2700
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NEWS FROM THE NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
NEVADA IMPLEMENTS BIGHORN EWE HUNTS TO MANAGE GROWING POPULATIONS
The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners voted in their
January/February 2014 meeting to allow bighorn sheep ewe
hunting at the recommendation of the Nevada Department of
Wildlife (NDOW). The first ever ewe hunt was a decision of last
resort based on several factors of bighorn sheep management.
Bighorn sheep are now facing issues of overpopulation.
“Nevada has been highly successful in restoring bighorn sheep
since the first bighorn release occurred in 1968,” said NDOW
big game biologist Mike Cox. “Bighorn populations went from an
estimated 3,000 to 11,000 and we have become victims of our
own success.”
Recently, drought conditions, disease, overgrazing by domestic
and feral animals and high population growth rates have all
contributed to several bighorn herds exceeding their sustainable
management levels. NDOW biologists completed extensive
scientific inquiry and modeling methods to determine the best
solutions to combat these issues. It was determined that removing
individual animals, including ewes, via hunting was the last tool
left to accomplish this goal.
The regular removal of sheep from capture and translocation
efforts, had to date alleviated the need for any other population
management tool such as ewe hunts. However, the extreme rate
of increase in sheep numbers has made it challenging to manage
herd populations solely through capture and translocation. Each
year available release sites are fewer due to previous successful
bighorn release efforts.
Adding to the concerns of translocation is the recent confirmation
of herds exposed to, carrying, and shedding Mycoplasma
ovipneumoniae. This M. ovipneumoniae is a bacteria, which
has been recognized west wide and in Nevada, as playing a
significant role in the bighorn sheep pneumonia complex.
In addition, natural methods of herd size limitation have been
compromised. Bighorn are nomadic, seeking optimal habitat
conditions and lower herd densities. However, today, herds
are often restricted to a single mountain range or section of a
mountain range due to man-made infrastructures and habitat
fragmentation.
“We have to focus on the overall health and sustainability of
bighorn sheep herds to ensure long-term success of these
animals in Nevada,” said Cox. “At this time, that means removing
excess animals, including ewes, through hunting as we have
exhausted all other avenues. It’s a better practice to remove 20
animals to lessen the danger to 500.”
Removing bighorn sheep, including ewes, from overpopulated
herds creates a greater likelihood of the success of the overall
population. It is important to remove excess animals to help
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ensure the health of the remaining herd.
The Nevada Department of Wildlife has provided comprehensive
information on ewe hunting via their website at www.ndow.org.
This includes information on specific hunt units and their individual
needs for sheep population reduction.
The Nevada Department of
Wildlife (NDOW) protects,
restores and manages fish and
wildlife, and promotes fishing,
hunting, and boating safety.
NDOW’s wildlife and habitat
conservation efforts are primarily
funded by sportsmen’s license
and conservation fees and a
federal surcharge on hunting and
fishing gear. Support wildlife and habitat
conservation in Nevada by purchasing a
hunting, fishing or combination license. Find us
on Facebook, Twitter or visit us at www.ndow.org.

NBU POSITION STATEMENT
The successful reestablishment of Nevada’s sheep populations
in recent decades has been nothing short of remarkable. The
shared efforts of NDOW and sportsmen’s groups have been
instrumental in this success. NDOW’s management decisions
regarding herds, habitat, and risk have clearly been appropriate.
Understandably, the recent announcement of planned ewe hunts
has caused much conversation and concern among NBU’s
membership and leadership. Consistent with our mission, we
sought to obtain and understand the scientific data before taking
a position.
NBU recognizes that ewe hunts are a necessary part of proper
sheep management (same as other game species). Before fully
supporting ewe hunts, however, we strongly feel healthy bighorns
should be relocated into every viable ecological niche that exhibits
acceptable risk .
Again, NBU recognizes that NDOW
has established itself as one of the
foremost experts in management of
bighorn sheep. NBU’s intent is not to
question the past or future direction
of NDOW’s management approach.
To the contrary, we remain more
committed than ever to helping make
Nevada the worldwide model for
bighorn sheep.
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Our 34th Annual Fundraising Banquet was a huge success!

Thank you again for your support and participation. See you next year!
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Dinner photography by Randy Rascati - Thank you Randy for your donation!

Gooseberry Guzzler

CORPORATE MEMBERS
RAYMOND & JANET JOSEPH
155 Pioche Road
Reno, Nevada 89510

FUR

AND

FEATHER TAXIDERMY

SPECIALIZING IN ALL TYPES OF BIRDS AND MAMMALS

(775) 425-0116
Alan Barrail - Sparks, Nevada

Preserving your memories for a lifetime.

Cashman Equipment
John Currie
600 Glendale Ave.
Sparks, NV 89431

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Fur and Feather Taxidermy
as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges

as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Representatives for these great manufacturers:

Volunteers built a 3,000 square
foot apron with 10,000 gallons of
storage for our reintroduced desert
bighorn sheep just outside of Reno
22
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Photography by Bernie crooks

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Castle Valley Outdoors
as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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3D Concrete
A-1 Electric
Action Electric
Ainsworth Associates Mechanical Engineers
Alpine Insurance/Pinnacle Drywall
American Ready Mix
Anchor Concrete
Rob Anderson
Animal Emergency Center
Applied Mechanical
Arthur J Gallagher & Co.
Kevin “CK” Baily
Brad Becker
Leica Sport Optics
Thomas L. Belaustegui
Kristie Belding
Mel Belding
Big O Tires
Joe Bingham
Mark Bohach
Bonanno Concrete
Stephen and Linda Braun Building Tectonics, LLC
Cabela’s
Clint Capurro
Caravan Camper MFG
Judi Caron
Carson Creature Catchers
Carson Valley Chukar Club
Michael W. Cassiday
Castle Valley Outdoors
Nicolai Caviglia
Century Glass
Jake Chatelle
Joe Citta
Matt Clafton
Nevada Cement
Comstock Insurance
Wayne Comstock
Coney Island Bar
Jonathan Curtis
Cushman and Wakefield
Custom Powder Coating & Line-X of Reno
Czyz’s Appliance Inc.
Grant Dalen
David Denies Wingshooting
Dennis Davis
Marvin Davis
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Bob Deckwa
Dennis Banks Construction
Michael Dermody
Dickson Commercial
Tony Diebold
Diversified Concrete Cutting
Debbie Downs
Chris Eikelberger
Brian Elcano
Eldorado Hotel Casino
Elko Bighorns Unlimited
Elko Fly Shop
Shane Evans
Linda Field
Steve Field
Napa Auto Parts
Flag Store Sign & Banner
Bill France
Freestyle Hair Salon
Larry Frugoli DMD
Fur & Feather Taxidermy
Secret Pass Outfitters
Gerhardt & Berry Construction
Grand Slam Club/Ovis
Granite Construction
Jim Greenwald
Don Haack
Lisa Haley
Rich Haley
Rena Hanks
Manpower Temporary Services
Terry B. Hawkinson
Heritage Bank
High Mark Construction
Hometown Health
Michael Hornbarger
Ibamba Safaris
Anthony Imperato
International Lining Technology
Jackson & Farmer Auto Body
Todd Jaksick
JBR Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Bill Jefferson
Brett K. Jefferson
Micki Jefferson
Jensen Electric Company
David Johnson

Larry Johnson
Brad Johnston
Rick Joy
Robin Joyce
JP Engineering
Patty Kellers
Bo Kindred, Sr.
Ron Krump
L.A. Perks Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Dan Lavach
Gretchen Lavach
Keith L. Lee
L & L Plumbing & Heating
Les Schwab Tire Center
LMC Manufacturing
Jerry Lowery
LPL Financial Advisor
Andrew MacKay
Bruce Mackay
Stan Marriott
Martin Ross Security
Jeff Martin
Mason Valley Hunt Club
Master Service Plumbing
Caleb McAdoo
Lincoln Financial Advisors
Ken Meinzer
Michael & Sons Trading
Mike Dianda Trucking
Mineral Cty Sportsmen’s Club
Mark Montgomery
Kevin Moore
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
MSM Sheet Metal & Steel Fabrication, Inc.
Muckel Anderson CPAs
Mutual of Omaha Bank
N.A.M. Contract Administration Fund
African Arrow Safaris
The Outdoorsmans
Jim Nelson
Nevada Chukar Foundation
Nevada Dept of Wildlife
Nevada High Ridge Outfitters
Nevada Wildlife Record Book Committe
North American Embroidery
Northern Nevada Rebar
Northern NV Chapter SCI

O Graphics
Jeremy Page
Brian Pansky
Paramount Auto Body
PDM Steel, Inc.
Peavine Construction
Peppermill Hotel Casino Reno
Mike Perchetti
Peri & Sons Farms
Scott Peterson
Eric Petlock
George Pimpl
Pinecrest Construction
Pat Pinjuv
Powell Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Premiere Surgical Specialists
Tanna Prince
Jim Puryear
Q&D Construction
Qualcon Construction
R Construction
Jim Rackley
Racks Bar & Grill
Rankin Family
Lee Rankin
Reno Buick GMC Cadillac
Reno Concrete
Reno Vein Clinic
Rex Moore Electrical Contractors
Fritz Richards
Ritchie Brothers Auctioneers
Ruby Mountain Spring Water
Ruby Mountain Winged Sprints
Deborah S Russell
Richard Rust
Savage & Son
Scheels
Chris Shanks
Mark & Lisa Shelton
Dennis Sites
Sitka Gear
The Evans Group
Assemblywoman Debbie Smith
Eric Smith
Greg E. Smith
Specialty Health
Paul Spendlove

Lynn Starnes
Stylemasters Hair Salon
Sue Tapogna
Tectonics Design Group
The Safe Place
The Travel Center
Wild Sheep Foundation
Scott Tilzey
Transamerica Life Insurance
Trench Plate Rental Company
Tri State Surveying, Ltd.
Stacy Trivitt
Cynthia Turnipseed
Jeff Turnipseed
Twin City Surplus
Valley Concrete
Randy Venturacci
VIA Seating
Josh Vittori
Gary Waldron
Rob Wallin
Heartland Payment Systems
Jarry Walton
Dan Warren
Washoe County Deputy Sheriff’s Assoc.
Wells Fargo Insurance Svcs
Don Welsh
Alex Werbeckes
Jim Werbeckes
Joe Werlinger, Jr.
Western Nevada Supply Company
Wildlife Revolutions
Dennis Wilson
Kenetrek Boots
John Wozniak
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INTRODUCING THE
HOWA ZEISS PACKAGE

The Youth Raffle Was A Big Success
The Kids Loved Their Guns!

1981-2014

Included

Proudly distributed by:

New for 2014 are the Howa Zeiss Terra 3X Packages.
Combining Howa’s exceptional accuracy with Zeiss’s
unsurpassed clarity, provides every hunter the ultimate
firearm of choice at a reasonable price.
THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN THE SHOOTING INDUSTRY.

LEGACYSPORTS.COM
|
NBU Journal . |
Volume
31 . Number 2
26 800.553.4229

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Legacy Sports
International as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor.
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GIVING BACK TO OUR WOUNDED HEROES
The Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association (NOGA) is
currently working on their 4th Annual wounded hero project to
provide a U. S. Military person with a bull elk tag and guided
week-long Nevada hunting trip during the 2014 fall hunting
season. This year’s recipient is Jeremy Joyner.
Jeremy Lee Joyner was born in Bridgeport, California, on
February 3, 1986 and grew up in Yerington, Nevada. He has
always been patriotic and, as he grew up, everyone knew that he
wanted to serve his country in the United States Army.
He was so anxious to join the military that he completed high
school early. In 2003 he turned seventeen and enlisted in the
Army and requested to be placed in the infantry. He shipped
out for Boot Camp in Fort Benning, Georgia a short time later.
Jeremy successfully completed Boot Camp and Infantry School.

It was no surprise to anyone who knows him that he graduated
with honors for being Company High Marksman during range
qualification.
Jeremy was stationed at Fort Drum, New York and assigned to
the 10th Mountain Division, 2-14, Bravo Company as Machine
Gunner. For the next year at Fort Drum he honed his skills in
preparation to fight the Iraq war.
On June 18, 2004, the 10th Mountain Division, 2-14, Bravo
Company deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Bravo Company conducted combat operations in Sadr City,
a hotbed of insurgents. The Mahadi Militia led by Muqtada
Al Sadr had a reputation as well armed and fierce fighters. In
August of 2004, the Mahadi Militia staged an uprising in Sadr
City and the fighting became a daily routine. During the first part
of September, Jeremy was wounded in action for the first time.
While riding in the machine gun turret of his Humvee, bullets
impacted the turret shield and he received shrapnel in his arm.
He was treated in-country and never left the fight.
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on board as project
sponsors. Leupold
Stevens is donating
a Leupold rifle scope,
spotting scope, and
range finder to the
designated wounded
hero. The Winecup
Gamble Ranch is
donating a bull elk
tag, as well as lodging
for the hunt. NBU
On Sept., 23, 2004, Jeremy was again in the turret of a Humvee
on a combat patrol in Sadr City. His patrol was ambushed by
insurgents. Jeremy’s Humvee was struck by an Improvised
Explosive Device and immediately began to burn. The insurgents
concentrated small arms fire on the burning vehicle. Two bullets
struck his bullet proof vest. Although the Humvee was under
attack and under fire from small arms, Jeremy remained in the
turret returning fire with his machine gun. He eventually had
to abandon the burning Humvee. He exited, taking his carbine
with him, and assisting the other soldiers out of the vehicle. He
had been badly burned but continued to engage the insurgents
with his carbine until a Medevac Humvee arrived to collect the
wounded. He walked to the Humvee and was transported to a
nearby hospital. Jeremy had received 3rd degree burns on his
hands, arms, and face to total 30% of his entire body. Due to the
severity of his injuries, he was flown to San Antonio Texas to the
US Army Burn Center. There he began his long and painful road
to recovery. While at the burn center in San Antonio, Jeremy was
awarded his second Purple Heart. Jeremy was also awarded with
a Bronze Star, with a “V” attachment for valor, for his actions on
September 23.
While at the hospital, Jeremy received multiple skin grafts
surgeries, and had to undergo physical therapy to repair muscles
that had been damaged.
Against Jeremy’s will, he was medically discharged from the
Army in 2005. Since then, Jeremy has been very modest and
rarely talks about his service. Jeremy has not sought out, nor
has he received any public gratitude for his service. If you asked
him about it, he would tell you something like, “There’s guys that
got hurt a lot worse than I did. “ This kind of warrior spirit and
attitude is what makes our country great! Between Jeremy
and his two brothers, a total of eight tours of duty have been
served.
Optics manufacturer Leupold Stevens and the Winecup Gamble
Ranch in Montello, Nevada, have again enthusiastically jumped

donates the
license and tag
fees. Yerington
farmer David
Peri, of Peri &
Sons (Nevada
Fresh Pack),
donated Leica
binoculars, bed
roll, back pack,
four (4) boxes
ammunition and
fuel.
This project was originally inspired by a NOGA member, who
wanted to do something meaningful to “give back” to those who
have laid their lives on the line to protect our freedom. This year,
two licensed Master Guides, Dennis Rechel and Shane Evans, will
guide the veteran on a six-day hunt, using their extensive hunting
expertise, and equipment.
NOGA members are working to raise funds for the hunt and gather
donations of hunting gear, clothing and/or cash for the recipient’s
travel expenses and pre/post hunt lodging, so the experience will be
totally free. Interested parties should contact Nevada Outfitters and
Guides Association at P. O. Box 28-1251, Lamoille, NV 89828, Attn:
Rachael Buzzetti, (775) 738-4082.

COUNT ON THE

EXPERTS.
As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.
To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative:

rbauction.com

Editor’s note: Thank you for your service Jeremy and for helping
protect all of the things we take for granted and have back home.
Best of luck on the Elk hunt, I hope you get a great bull.

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 34th annual banquet sponsor.
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Mason Valley

MASON VALLEY YOUTH - GREAT WEEKEND FOR THE KIDS
By Tony Reviglio

Hunt Club
Yerington, NV

www.masonvalleyhuntclub.com
Tony Reviglio (775) 741-4447
Marty Howard (775) 722-4163

The weekend of March 15th and 16th, 2014 might have started
out just like any other weekend for most kids in Northern Nevada,
but in Yerington, over 100 kids got to go pheasant hunting. The
boys and girls either got a fun start to their hunting career, or a
super ending to the 2014 hunting season with the opportunity to
hunt pheasant. The kids came from all different backgrounds and
all parts of Northern Nevada. For some of the youth hunters it was
the first time in the fields with a gun. This will be a memory they
will remember for a long time – but moms and dads will remember
forever.

a new club, we didn’t know how many birds we would need. With
great intentions we over supplied the bird pen. The 2012 -2013
hunt season was closing and we had too many birds to hunt. We
needed to empty the pens, so we decided to have a youth hunt.
We got a couple of sponsors to help with the hunt. There were
67 youth hunters from all over Northern Nevada. It was so great
watching the kids have the opportunity to hunt, so we decided to
make it an annual hunt for the kids.

We could not do this event without great volunteers, and
sponsors. A very special thanks to our guides that donated
the time and dogs, and everyone behind the scenes including:
Yerington Lions Club and Scolari’s Super Market for the BBQ
Lunch; Scheels for raffle prizes; all the gun sponsors; and our
main sponsors, Nevada Fresh Pac and Peri and Sons Farm. We
hope to make the 3rd Annual Youth Hunt bigger and better. It will
be held in March of 2015. As hunters and sportsmen, we need to
make sure the youth have the right and opportunity to experience
the outdoors.

This was the 2nd Annual Youth Hunt, put on by the Mason Valley
Hunt Club. The hunt was fully guided and free to the kids. The
kids only needed a gun, shells, and a ride – the hunt club took
care of everything else. The club hunted with over 50 kids each
day – 25 in the morning, and 25 in the afternoon. Each young
hunter got the opportunity to hunt four pheasant each. The kids
where broken down into small hunting groups of two to five kids.
Before the hunt their guide gave them a talk about gun safety,
shooting lanes and dog safety. Then they were off to the hunt.
Once the hunt was over there were people to help the kids with
bird care.
The hunt didn’t start or end the day for the youth hunter. Each
hunter got a hat and raffle ticket when they got checked in. There
was a BBQ lunch for the hunters and their families. After the BBQ
there was a raffle give-a-way, and every hunter received a prize.
The prizes included new guns, pheasant hunts, gift cards, and
other hunting items.
This event came about last year. The Mason Valley Hunt Club had
just opened their doors of the Pheasant Hunt Club in 2012. Being
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Mason Valley Hunt Club
as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor

FREE Lifetime Tire
& Mileage Care
• Free Flat Tire Repairs
• Free Tire Rotations

Editor’s note: Mason Valley Hunt Club is a great supporter and
donor to many organizations in Nevada including NBU. Marty
and Tony are extremely generous and are great advocates of
hunting and wildlife in Nevada. Thank you Mason Valley Hunt
Club for helping instill these values in our young sportsmen and
sportswomen.

• Free Tire Rebalancing
• Free Air Checks
• Free Brake and
Alignment Checks
• Hundreds of Les
Schwab Locations to
FREE WITH EVERY PASSENGER CAR
Serve You
AND LIGHT TRUCK TIRE PURCHASE

FREE Peace of Mind Tire Protection

Whatever the road throws at you, from potholes to nails —
any road hazard — we guarantee you’re protected.
Visit www.LesSchwab.com
to find the store nearest you.
OVER 455 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WEST
NBU Greatefully Acknowledges Les Schwab as a
34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Thank you to the taxidermists and people who brought
their mounts to the dinner, including:
Stan Martin - Martin’s Taxidermy Studio
Wildlife Revolutions
Animal Artistry - Mike Boyce
Nevada Taxidermy - Wayne Comstock
Kevin Libby
Mike Nelson

32

NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 2

All of the people who brought in their personal mounts
for the wall of heads, and anyone we forgot to mention,
thank you for making our banquet such a success.
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The 34th Annual NBU Banquet

Wall of Heads!

WHEELCHAIR HUNTERS STORY
By Kevin Kinnan

My name is Kevin and my interest in hunting started when I was
a kid. When I would go to school, I would always hear the other
boys, and some girls, talk about their hunting experiences with
excitement. They would talk about how their dad would take them
out, and even if they did not harvest an animal, it was still a fun
experience.
My first experience hunting was in college, and it was a
complete disaster. One of my fellow students guided me through
the process of getting the right permits, rifle (a left-handed
Savage 110 .270) , and helped me get to the point where I was
comfortable with the rifle and shooting 2- inch groups at 100
yards. Not bad for a guy with cerebral palsy.
During the course of the trip, in 1995, my legs were so cold that I
could not feel them below my knees for the entire weekend; our
campsite had been raided by the fattest, surliest of raccoons, and
at the end of it, a flat tire. By this time, we were done. Somewhere
between the attack of the raccoons and the flat tire, we were
overlooking a watering hole getting ready to leave at sunset, I
had turned the wheelchair 90 degrees to start heading back to the
truck, when five mule deer came over the ridge and start heading
down to the watering hole. My buddy said “hold up! We have deer
coming.” At the time my wheelchair made a distinct click when I
engaged the joystick to come around and line up the shot. The
deer heard the click, and were off like a shot. That has been
characteristic of my hunting experience until I got a phone call
from Nevada.

A special thank you to all NBU family and friends who participated in the April 4th,
2014 NBU Banquet “Wall of Heads”. Thanks to your willingness to allow us to
display your valued mounts on our show piece “Wall of Heads”, we were able to
show off 66 mounts at one stop at the Banquet/Fundraiser.
I want to instill more interest for our 2015 fundraiser by reminding you early to
participate next year at the banquet. We are going to have a raffle for all persons
who display mounts at the “Wall of Heads” next year.
If you are interested in showing off your Nevada mount or mounts, please contact
Tom Pellett, NBU Director @ 775-690-9029 or tom@pellettconstruction.net. I look
forward to hearing from you and seeing your harvest pictures in the upcoming year.
Once again, Thank you for your efforts. Tom Pellett
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I was selected after my second year of applying to Nevada
Outdoorsmen in Wheelchairs. I had hunted Western Washington
for the last four years for deer and grouse. My success at the
point in time was limited to one grouse. My hunting partner from
church suggested that I submit my application to NOW.
Upon arriving at the TS Ranch, I was struck by the beauty of
Nevada. I had been in some pretty remote places, but this felt
very remote (must have had something to do with the disclaimer
that you sign, saying that medical help may take a while). It was
as remote as it was hot. I personally was not used to the heat. It

was the kind of heat that thoroughly penetrates you. The ranch
house was situated amongst a clump of trees, that as you drive
up to it, it seems like it is an oasis. But as my buddy and I drove
up, it seemed like the only shade in the area.
We had arrived early on Monday. We just drove down from
Washington state, and I was tired from traveling. There at the
house, I had met a couple of the guys from NOW. My caregiver,
Jim, had met us there, as my buddy, Joe, was leaving shortly
after we had arrived. Jim was going to stay there and care for me,
while Joe was going to go back to Washington and come back
after the hunt and pick me up. Upon arrival, Jim and I had picked
a room, and we relaxed until the rest of the hunters showed up.
We were treated to some really good food and good company.
When at the ranch, we hunters were given an opportunity to tour
the Newmont mine, and we were also entertained by a Basque
heritage group, and a mountain man experience. The mine
was a bustle of activity. Trucks and loaders were all moving with
purpose. It was our economy at work. After all, the hunt would
have not happened if it were not for the generosity of the workers
at Newmont, and the people at the TS Ranch. But gold mining
was not the only activity worth noting. The history of the Basque
and the people that opened the wilderness up to the development
of Nevada were also equally important. To hear of the history of
the settlers, and later immigrants was as intriguing as the mine is
the latest edition to the northern Nevada landscape.
Thursday morning came very early. I had spent the previous
afternoon scouting with Matt Murray for antelope out in an area
called the Pivots. The Pivots is an area where alfalfa is grown for
the cattle on the ranch. The antelope come down into the Pivots
to eat alfalfa and to take advantage of the irrigation, as it is one
of the few areas with standing water. I was struck by the amount
of wildlife the Pivots drew in. In addition to antelope, we saw
birds of prey, mule deer, and a fox. Where I come from wildlife
may be gathered in an area, but because of all the foliage and
water, they can be anywhere and everywhere and you would
never see them. In Nevada, this is not the case. Everything was
spread out, and easily visible. The antelope were very visible, as
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their brown and black camouflage patterning was very distinct in
contrast to the green of the alfalfa. This gave me great confidence
in that the next day I would have more than ample opportunity to
not only find, but harvest an animal.

presence, but none the less it was surprising to me. Not being
one to pass up an opportunity, we waited for a little while for the
animal to settle and approached it in the vehicle, to a point where
I could take my shot.

The morning air was cool, as we drove towards the Pivots. We
stopped just prior to the Pivots to set me up in the truck to be able
to position the rifle to where I could shoot with some accuracy.
Since I have little control, we brought a pillow to prop me up
where I could at least set up my elevation properly. Having that
set, we drove out into the Pivots. It was exciting. My heart rate
went up and I was very confident that I would make a good shot.
As we passed through the gate, Matt remarked “Why don’t we
try for these up close?” That was fine with me. I was not going
to be picky for after all, up to that point, I had not even had the
opportunity to shoot at a big game animal.

Once the vehicle had stopped, I lowered my head to get my sight
picture and breathed slowly. I could feel my pulse and see every
heart beat as the cross haired moved. Matt was of course trying
to encourage me to breathe more, but I knew that I needed to
control my breathing so I could line up the shot. I felt confident.
I took a breath and paused half way through setting up the
crosshairs right where I thought I would have the best effect, and
gently pulled the trigger. BANG! I popped my head up, asking
“did I hit it?” The antelope jumped up, took a few steps, Matt
chambered a new round, and excitedly said “get another shot off!”
Somebody from across the cab said “he got it”. The antelope fell.
After this, there was much congratulating, and I became aware
of the cameras. Jay Presti, the host of Blue Collar Adventures,
came around to the door of the vehicle and asked how I was,
and how I was feeling. Of course I said something at the time I
was not aware of exactly what I had said. I just wanted to get out
to the animal and see what I had harvested up close. From my
perspective, the rest of that time was a bit of a blur. Of course I
can always go back and view that experience, but from the inside
out, I was so excited that I had finally had a successful hunt.

As we approached the five closest antelope they were feeding,
and not particularly paying attention to the vehicle. Matt jumped
out, came to my side of the vehicle and we got the rifle in position.
Matt chambered a round, and I lined up with the scope. I chose
the antelope furthest from the group and tried to place the
cross hairs right under his shoulder. This would have been a lot
easier had he not been moving while grazing. This was further
complicated by the fact that I was directing Matt left and right to
line up the shot. After a while, the antelope had grazed beyond
the point of which I could see it through the scope, as the mirror
was in the way. So Matt jumped back in the truck and moved it
further so I might have another opportunity to take a shot. This
happened at least once more.
During one of the times that Matt was helping me aim the rifle,
the antelope paused. I jerked the trigger and sent the round
under the antelope. At this point, the antelope was startled, but
did not run far. In fact,
it had run probably
100 yards, then
slowed and finally
laid down. I was in
absolute disbelief.
Every experience I
had ever had with
wildlife has taught
me that whenever a
shot had been taken
at an animal, it takes
off. But this time, in
this place, it did not.
Maybe it was the fact
that these animals
were used to a human
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My hunting partner, who had encouraged me to participate,
said this would be an opportunity of a life time. For myself, this
opportunity required a lot of effort from both friends and the
people at NOW. I am very appreciative of their effort and their
program. I am also appreciative of my friends who had taken time
out of their schedules to help me make this opportunity possible.
Thank you to all of those involved.

1981-2014

Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding and
NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-one years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having about 9,900 bighorn sheep within our borders.
That is more bighorn sheep than any other state in the lower
48! NBU has been largely responsible for transplanting bighorn

sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in Nevada that bighorns
call home. But NBU is not only about wild sheep! Through the
donations and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased opportunities to
hunt big and small game animals, as well as otherwise enjoying
Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form
When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



You have a choice of membership levels:


Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible; please consult your accountant.



Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram



Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________

Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:
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Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.

Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.
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Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________
Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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NBU Thanks Our Banquet Sponsors:

Grand Slam Club / Ovis ~ Cabela’s ~ Kyle Meintzer – Lincoln F.A.
Scheels ~ Wild Sheep Foundation ~ Leica
Mason Valley Hunt Club ~ Harcourts ~ Fur and Feathers Taxidermy
Ritchie Brothers Auctioneers ~ Sitka Gear ~ The Evans Group

40

NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 2

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Wayne Comstock & Nevada Taxidermy
as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor

