~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~

project season is over,
hunting season begins!
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This edition of the journal features a lot of articles that happened to be revolving around
youth and kids’ interaction with wildlife. It seems like there are a couple underlying things
with all of the different youth articles that are featured in this edition of the NBU Journal.
Number 1: I think everyone acknowledges the importance of passing down the good things
about hunting, fishing, wildlife, and how much Nevada has to offer in that respect. Without
a family member, mentor, or friend taking a kid outdoors, they may never get involved in
those great pastimes. This is why things like the Maison T Ortiz Camp and Sparks Fishing
Day are so important. They give kids who might otherwise not have gotten involved in the
outdoors the chance to get the “bug”!

Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

Secondly, it takes volunteers and people who are willing to give up their personal time,
work days, and weekends to volunteer as an instructor, cook, set up/break down expert,
trailer hauler, fishing line un-tangler, or a number of other things that are all part of helping
pass on the pastimes that we love. Without men and women who are selfless enough to
give up their personal and work time, putting on these events would not be possible.

Board of Directors

Number three and lastly, I can guarantee no youth who has had the chance to attend one
of these events has left with any regret or wishes they did not attend. Even though not
everyone may end up a lifetime outdoor enthusiast with way too much hunting and fishing
gear in their garage, they will learn how lucky we are to live in the state and the country
that we do, and that outdoorsmen and women care about wildlife and habitat and are
passionate about taking care of it.
Other than a lot of the different youth articles in this journal, there are articles on the
guzzler bought by the Puryear family. The guzzler was placed in the Hays Canyon Range
and even Grandma Puryear made the long, rocky road into the guzzler site. Also included
is a great story about turkey hunting for a youth NBU member Joey Jacobsen. This hunt
was made possible by the generosity of Greg Gerhardt. Dennis Wilson goes over some
of the NBU projects that were completed over the past year, and there are pictures and
an article on the Gold Ram Barbeque for now life member, Brad Keife. Thank you for your
support and generosity Brad.
Hunting season is now upon us, which means people will have pictures from being out
in the field. If you have a good picture from hunting season with your NBU gear, email it
to either Caleb Van Kirk (vankirk1@gmail.com) or myself (tfennell@dicksoncg.com) so
we can publish in the journal and on social media. Thank you to all the volunteers of the
projects this season and for all of the youth events NBU is a supporter of. Good luck this
hunting season and pray for snow!
Tom Fennell
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Dear NBU Member,

We wish to thank you for your support over the past twelve m
help of countless volunteers over the past 33 years, NBU has be
successful
grassroots
wildlife
conservation
organizations.
T
Fellow NBU Members:
a national level
(as it has for
years), and
our commitment
to
promote,
protect,
and enhance
wildlife
populations
provide financial,
veterinary,
and general
assistance
to sheep throughou
issues
thatremains
threaten
the rights of all sportsmen and spo
I have to be honest with you, it’s a little oppose
translocation
efforts
strong.

bit intimidating being elected president
of NBU. It’s not just the fact that a
few thousand members are going to
see some guy named Turnipseed at the helm, and it’s not that a
couple thousand of you will pretend to listen to me on the stage
at our next fundraising banquet. The biggest intimidation is the
list of presidents that preceded me. I’ve been on NBU’s Board
of Directors for eight years so far, under the presidencies of Jim
Nelson, Mike Bertoldi, Steve Field, and Dennis Wilson. The list
of presidents and directors before my time includes legendary
names like Puryear, Hull, Naisbitt, Venturacci, Elmore, Dalen, and
dozens more. You can see how a nobody like me would feel like
a high school kid being asked to play quarterback in the Super
Bowl.
The good news for anyone reading this, however, is that the
current Board of Directors has a solid mix of talented rookies and
grizzled veterans (anyone ever heard of Larry Johnson?). One
of the many things Dr. Wilson got right during his presidency was
recruiting a class of superstars to replace outgoing directors.
I’m not sure anyone will ever be able to replace Mel Belding
and everything he brought to the table, but Dennis found some
absolute gems for directors and I’m thrilled to have them as my
peers as we move forward.

To make
a longindicate
story eventhat
longer,
NBUNBU
has accomplished
Our
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your
membership will expire
much
in
its
33
years,
and
I’m
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much
more
enclosed renewal form (envelope alsobecause
attached), o
of
the
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support
of
NBU’s
members.
I’m
not
sure
I
can
saynecessar
www.NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org to complete the
it differently than others have in the past, but the generosity and
card.

volunteerism within NBU’s membership is unmatched. It’s beyond
remarkable, it’s beyond exceptional, and it might even give you
Your
obviously
a critical part of funding our mission
goosedues
bumpsare
if you
see it up close.

comfort knowing that your dues go directly “on the ground”
projects,
thatunfamiliar
none ofwith
NBU’s
receive
I explain toand
people
NBU leadership
that we all have
“day financial co

jobs” and do wildlife conservation in our free time. Thank you,
everyone,
havingfor
enough
“freeNevada
time” to help
NBU build
eight
Thank
youforagain
helping
Bighorns
Unlimited
contin
guzzlers
this
past
Spring,
and
for
helping
us
continue
our
run
do not hesitate to contact me if any questions arise.of
successful fundraising banquets (next one is April 10th, by the
way).

Sincerely,

Until the next issue of NBU Journal, happy hunting!

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited

Jeff Turnipseed

Jeffrey
G. Turnipseed
President
President
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
The first month of my presidency has been eventful already. Last 775.323.1177
month NBU stepped out from behind Nevada Association of
E‐Mail: info@nevadabighornsunlimited.org

Counties, deciding to join them at the hip as co-plaintiff in their
lawsuit against the BLM and the U.S Department of Interior. It’s
P.S. I hope to see you at an upcoming NBU project or event!
no secret that the federal government has failed to abide by
the range management requirements in their own Wild Horse
and Burro Act, and it’s no secret that NBU won’t sit around
pretending that wrong is right. We commend NACO for taking the
initiative, and we look forward to helping bring the facts to light
~ Sportsmen Working for the Future of Ne
in a legal arena. While it’s frustrating to spend NBU’s time (and
sportsmen’s dollars) in legal battles, pleading and demanding and
pounding fists have had little effect on the bureaucrats, and we’re
left with no other option.
On the near horizon is even more fun. Besides the drought and
the obvious challenges it presents to Nevada’s thirsty wildlife,
we continue to try to get our arms around disease transmission
to wild sheep, both from domestic livestock and from other wild
sheep. This issue is not only contentious, but far-reaching in its
effects. Ewe hunts and trap/transplant programs have already
been, and will continue to be, closely tied to decisions revolving
around disease. NBU continues to back disease research at
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PROUD PARTNER OF

NEW DIRECTOR INTRODUCTION
By Andy Mackay
Dear Fellow NBU Members and Sportsmen:
My name is Andy MacKay and I was recently named to the Board
of Directors of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited. I’m a fourth-generation
Nevada native who loves to spend time in the outdoors roaming
our great state. My father and grandfather instilled in me a
passion to hunt and fish and the value of protecting our natural
resources to ensure that future generations can enjoy them like
we all have.

IT’S IN YOUR

MORNING COMMUTE.

members are the reason why our state is such a great place to
live. I’m honored to become part of the leadership team of this
amazing association and look forward to helping advance NBU’s
core mission of protecting and enhancing Nevada’s wildlife
resources for present and future generations.
Andy MacKay
775-313-3725
foxmtn@yahoo.com

© 2014 Cabela’s Inc.

I was born in Reno and graduated from the University of Nevada
with a degree in Business Administration. Upon graduating, I
began working in the advertising/marketing field with an emphasis
in government affairs and campaign management. In 2005,
Governor Kenny Guinn approached me about making a career
change and appointed me to serve as a Commissioner with the
Nevada Transportation Authority. At the age of 29, I was the
youngest person ever appointed to serve in this position. Less
than two years later, I was named Chairman of the Authority and
continue to proudly serve in that position for Governor Sandoval.

IT’S IN YOUR NATURE.

TM

Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

I am married to my beautiful wife, Jenny, another Nevada native.
Jenny is a children’s author who has written 27 nonfiction books
and is certainly my better half. We have two children: Ryan, age
12, and Natalie, age 9. Both of my kids love to fish and shoot and
will be future hunters. In fact, Ryan drew a deer tag this year. My
father, Bruce, and I are extraordinarily excited for the upcoming
season and look forward to teaching him a wonderful pastime.

Editor’s Notes: Welcome to the NBU Board of Directors Andy!

I have lived overseas and worked in our nation’s capital and
can say without reservation that organizations like NBU and its
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges

as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
Representatives for these great manufacturers:

Mason Valley Hunt Club
Yerington, NV

www.masonvalleyhuntclub.com
Tony Reviglio
(775) 741-4447
Marty Howard
(775) 722-4163

The Little Waldorf is located
next to the University of Nevada at:
1661 N. Virginia Street
Reno, NV 89503
Phone: (775) 337-9255
Fax: (775) 337-9250
www.lilwal.com

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges The Little Waldorf
as a 35th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Mason Valley Hunt Club
as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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NBU VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER AT THE LIL’ WAL
By Tom Fennell

This year saw a change of pace for the volunteer appreciation
dinner. Dinner was held at the Lil’ Wal on North Virginia Street.
Not only was the 2014 banquet one of the most successful for
NBU, but the attendance for the volunteer appreciation dinner
was one of the best ever. The Lil’ Wal donated the entire dinner
and back room for the event. Given that there were over 120
people there, that is an extremely generous donation and helps
save sportsman dollars for NBU to be able to put back into wildlife
projects. Not only did Toby donate this dinner to the volunteers
and NBU, he and the Wal’ also donated the UNR football
tailgate that was auctioned at the NBU banquet this year.
The staff at the Wal were impeccable and the food was
great. NBU raffled off a number of prizes and guns at the
end of the event.
NBU is a 100% volunteer organization and none of the
work it does could be done without the effort, time, and
money of the volunteers and people in the room that night.
The dinner is a great way to get everyone together and
is a small token of the huge thanks NBU and Nevada’s
wildlife owe their volunteers and contributors. None of the
great projects could be done without all the volunteers in
attendance and those who could not make it.
Big thank you to Toby Tamangi and the Lil’ Wal for donating
all of the staff, food, and venue that night. And thank you to
all of the people who volunteered over the last year for all
of the different NBU projects!
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Photos By Bernie Crooks
Editors Note: Big thank you to Toby and the Lil’ Wal for this great event.
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WELCOME TO

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Wayne Comstock & Nevada Taxidermy
as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Scheels as a
34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
Thank you members for
your support of the NBU

September 12, 13

Wildlife Commission Meeting, set fishing regulations			

Las Vegas, NV

November 14, 15		

Wildlife Commission Meeting, General Policy and Program Reports

Reno, NV

Friday, April 10, 2015

35th Annual NBU Banquet						

Peppermill Casino, Reno NV

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

1200 SCHEELS DRIVE • SPARKS, NV • 775.331.2700
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For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet,
please contact any Board member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and
the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.
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YOUR DONATIONS WORKING FOR THE FUTURE OF NEVADA’S WILDLIFE
By Dennis Wilson, NBU Treasurer

Bighorn Sheep Trap/Transplant Projects and the Bighorn Sheep/Mountain Goat Monitoring Project:

Thanks to the outstanding donations from our supporters, NBU was able to fund valuable projects and
programs this year. We focused on bighorn sheep trap and transplant projects, habitat improvement projects,
youth programs, wildlife research projects, disease outbreak investigations, and public awareness. As a
premier volunteer sportsmen’s organization, all the below listed projects were accomplished with donated
funding and donated volunteer time. Since NBU is a 100% volunteer organization the vast majority of all
funds raised go directly “on the ground”!

Trap and Transplant projects help to introduce new animals to appropriate habitat, help with genetic
diversity, and offer a means for disease assessment and population control. This was a very successful
year for the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s bighorn sheep trap and transplant program. Both Desert
Bighorn Sheep and California Bighorn Sheep were successfully trapped via helicopter net-gunning and
transplanted into multiple ranges needing augmentation. The Area 10 Bighorn Sheep and Mountain
Goat Monitoring Project is vital to follow up on the transplant of Alberta Bighorn Sheep into the East
Humboldt Range, along with studying the interaction between Bighorn Sheep and Mountain goats. NBU
also assisted with funding for a new Nevada Department of Wildlife transport trailer.

Habitat Improvement Projects:

►► Funding for bighorn sheep trap and transplant, monitoring and trailer: $84,912.

NBU was very active in this arena this year. We funded and built the following projects:
Guzzlers. We build guzzlers (water collection and storage projects) for the benefit of
Nevada’s wildlife. All manner of wildlife have been documented at these sites including big
game species, upland game species, non-game mammals, game birds, song birds and
raptors. This year we built eight new guzzlers:
•
Gooseberry Guzzler (Virginia Range)
•
Mable South Guzzler (Garfield Hills)
•
Mable Mountain Guzzler (Garfield Hills)
•
Dennis Sites (Sand Springs South)
•
Kiddo’s Rest (Gote Flat, Sand Springs)
•
Table Lakes (2 projects, one to be named by the Puryear Family, Hays Canyon Range)
•
Bill Moody (Kincaid, Garfield Hills)

Habitat. The University of Nevada Bootstraps Program allows youth to participate with habitat improvement projects such
as Pinion/Juniper thinning and other important projects.
►► For guzzler and Habitat projects throughout Nevada, NBU donated $220,794.

Wildlife Research Projects:
Research is vital to understand wildlife habitat needs, population dynamics, migration
patterns, predation, and species biology. Disease studies are imperative to help understand
and control devastating respiratory disease problems facing Nevada’s bighorn sheep
population. Washington State University’s research into bighorn sheep respiratory disease
complex remains world-class and is generating exciting results.

►► Total donations for Wildlife Research Projects: $10,000.

Public Awareness and Education, Feral Horse Litigation:

To help offset these expenses and to help fund future projects, NBU received generous donations from the Mineral County Sportsmen’s
Club and Fallon NBU.

Educating the public as to the importance of volunteer sportsmen and how sportsmen contribute
to the overall conservation of wildlife species is vital to preserve our heritage and our commitment
to wildlife conservation. A taxidermy display at the Sparks Justice Court will inform the public of
the beauty of bighorn sheep.

Youth Programs:

NBU has joined the Nevada Association of Counties in their lawsuit against the Bureau of Land
Management to reduce feral horse numbers to appropriate management levels, thus improving
the health of wildlife, habitat and the horses themselves.
NBU strongly believes in supporting youth programs to promote future generations of sportsmen
and sportswomen. NBU donated volunteer time and funding to many events. We helped sponsor
Nevada Outdoorsmen in Wheelchairs, the National Archery in the Schools Program, the Tonopah
Kids Fishing Derby, the Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day, Carson City Bailey Pond Kids
Fishing Day, Greenwave Archery Club, Comstock Clay Breakers, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s
Western Nevada Calf Camp, Wild Sheep Foundation’s Youth Wildlife Conservation Experience,
Range Camp, and the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s Lathrop-Capurro Internship program .

The 4th Annual Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp was a phenomenal success, with
outstanding donations from NBU members of time, talent and funding. This amazing program will continue to teach less-experienced
youth about firearms shooting and safety, fishing, orienteering, archery, outdoor survival, wildlife calls, wildlife tracks, and a general
appreciation of the wonder and beauty of the Nevada outdoors.

►► Total donations to Public Awareness and Education, Feral Horse Litigation: $20,459.

Thanks to your generous contributions, NBU was able to fund
$375,902 for the benefit of Nevada’s wildlife.
Your support is greatly appreciated!

►► Youth program funding: $39,737.
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Editors Note: We are going to try and do something new in the journal and feature outdoor
pictures sent in by NBU members and supporters in the journal. Feel free to email us a
picture of you in your NBU gear for this new section of the journal. Emails can be sent to
tfennell@dicksoncg.com

NBU Member Terry Melby in NBU gear in S. America

NBU Member Seth Puryear with a nice trout

NBU Member Jason Fischer with a spring turkey

NBU Member Mike Wright in a 2008 dinner
hat with a beautiful Stone Sheep

NBU Member Rob Sutherland with a Desert BHS taken in the Bare Mountains

o 775.826.6810
f 775.826.6811
6770 S. McCarran Blvd.
Reno, NV 89509
"An independently owned and operated Office"

“We are absolutely committed to providing exceptional personal
service to our clients. We don’t just pay lip service to our internal
mission statement: ‘To create clients for life through the finest
service’. It is Harcourts heart and soul, and is fundamental to the
positive attitude and success of our people.”
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Gratefully Acknowledges
Jeremy Page as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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www.harcourtsnv.com
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WATER IS THE BIGGEST ISSUE FOR WESTERN WILDLIFE!
“GUZZLERS ARE FROM HEAVEN”
By Jim Puryear
It has always amazed me how much work hunter-conservationists
do for wildlife, including the countless tens of thousands of hours
they donate for projects, or the support they give to passing
legislation that helps wildlife, or the millions of dollars they donate
personally or through Pittman Robertson taxes on firearms,
ammunition, and other outdoor
related purchases.
I’m also amazed and even
saddened by the lack of hours
donated or money given by
anti-hunters towards habitat
improvement, especially water
development in our desert state. I
guess they don’t see the big picture!
Our family is just one of many
Nevada families that have a long
history of caring about and doing
things for our wildlife. Without the
many generations within these
families Nevada’s wildlife would be
even worse shape than it is now.

OH WELL, maybe next year.
the rail transportation of elk from Yellowstone to Ely. The entire
community of Ely supported this project, with various fundraisers,
personal donations and donations from local business. My
grandfather was later appointed the first Wildlife Commissioner for
White Pine County.
The family’s involvement
continued with my being
on the Board of Directors
for N.B.U. Reno, S.C.I.
Northern Nevada Chapter
and the Coalition for
Nevada’s Wildlife. Now
my son-in-law, Eric
Jones, in on the Safari
Club board.
This last winter I was
telling my wife, Marina,
I wanted to bid on a
guzzler project at the

The next day, I got a call that was a big surprise……….
Trevor and Seth said they had been the successful bidders
on a guzzler for the family at the N.B.U. dinner. I was
elated… they had covered my screw up.
Now the fun begins! We wanted to get my 85 year old
mother, Jeanette Puryear, up to the guzzler site and to the
dinner that follows. It was to honor my dad, Bud Puryear,
and his family. Dad is no longer with us, so it was very
important to have her there, if at all possible. With the
assistance of Mel Belding during the planning stage, we
worked out the logistics… Truck ride with Seth to the camp
site, Ranger ride (slow) into the guzzler site, shade, chairs,
water, food, etc. Then, after completion of the guzzler,
Ranger ride to camp, a great dinner, and then a truck ride
home with Seth. WHAT A GREAT DAY! Even with the 18
hour day my mom put in, she said it was an UNBELIEVABLE
DAY and one that she said she would never forget.
It was a remarkable day for all that made the guzzler
possible, an outstanding day for the Puryear Family, and an
even a better day for Nevada’s Wildlife… from lizards to birds
to migrating butterflies to small mammals to large mammals,
deer, wild sheep, antelope, predators – they will all benefit
from this one guzzler.
We all should be proud of these efforts! I know a few that are
looking down on the project from above with giant smiles on
their faces……. Jim Lathrope, Wayne Capurro, John Weber,
Sid Hobbs and with the biggest smile of them all, my Dad
and my kids’ Grandfather, Bud Puryear. You’ll always be in
our hearts!
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Organizations like N.B.U., Safari Club, D.U.,
Trout Unlimited, F.N.A.W.S., Elk Foundation,
Mule Deer Foundation, Grand Slam Club, The
Sheep Fraternity, Chukars Unlimited, Trappers
Association, and the Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife just to name
a few, are at the forefront of championing wildlife causes, not only
in our state but throughout our country and the entire world. We
need to thank all the men and women that run and support all
these wildlife organizations. YOU ROCK!!!!!

N.B.U. dinner. She agreed and thought it would be a great idea.
I was getting ready to fly back from the Chicago area where my
wife lives to attend the dinner when I realized I might not make
the dinner in time to bid, as the weather was bad in Chicago and
the plane may be delayed.

Our family’s effort and passion for helping wildlife started within
my maternal grandfather, John Weber, and his effort to reestablish
elk in Nevada. In 1930, he was the Scout Master for the Ely
Boy Scouts and the troop’s project was to raise funds to pay for

THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED! I was going to call my
sons, Seth and Trevor, and ask them to bid on it for me but I
became distracted by the weather and all. It wasn’t until we were
in the air, I realized I had screwed up and forgot to call the boys.
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Editor’s Note: Thank you to Randy Rascati for the excellent
photography of the youth camp! Very much appreciated!
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NBU FEEDS RAM!! (and 24 of his friends)
By Jeff Turnipseed

July 26 found NBU’s Board of Directors at the beck and call of
Brad and Rhonda Keife, our newest Gold Ram member and his
wife. Brad was the lucky bidder at our April banquet, purchasing
a feast of his choosing (at a location of his choosing) for himself
and a couple dozen friends. Those who have attended an NBU
banquet in recent years know that the purchaser of this feast
is also awarded a Gold Ram membership, the highest level of
membership NBU offers.
The chosen setting was Brad and Rhonda’s home, with a
stunning view of Slide Mountain as a backdrop, and things came
together in a hurry when fourteen of NBU’s directors showed up.
Dinner tents, tables, silverware, kitchen, and bar were in place
well before Happy Hour, and the good times began from there.
Directors Steve Tapogna and Bruce MacKay tended bar while
Josh Vittori and Tom Fennell slaved away at stuffed avocados
and stuffed mushroom appetizers on the grill. Brian Pansky
and Caleb Van Kirk transformed 15 lbs of potatoes into garlic
fries while Bruce MacKay sautéed cherry tomatoes and Andy
MacKay drizzled a balsamic reduction over a grilled Romaine
salad. The main course found Tom Pellett serving the salmon
fillets he had just barbecued, and Chris Cefalu followed with some
mammoth New York Steaks and sautéed mushrooms. Greg
and Debbie Smith polished it all off by offering some beautiful
watermelon cakes to anyone with a sweet tooth. Dennis Wilson
choreographed it all from the kitchen, and I managed quality
control by sampling everything at least once.
Brad and Rhonda have been longtime supporters of NBU (and
Nevada’s wildlife in general), and it was very satisfying to try to
repay them with several hours of food, libations, and friendship.
It would not be an exaggeration to say that the wannabe-chefs
enjoyed the evening just as much as the guests. If you’ve been
considering a Gold Ram membership for yourself, speak to Brad
Keife, Brad Johnston, Aaron Griggs, Teal Melby, or any one
of our Gold Rams that have purchased this dinner as part
of their membership. 2015 might be the year to raise your
hand and start planning your feast!
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NEWS FROM THE NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
By Tony Wasley

Appointment Announcement
Brian Wakeling, Game Division Administrator
It’s my pleasure to introduce NDOW’s newest employee Brian
Wakeling, who has accepted our offer of employment as the
Game Division Administrator. He will begin work with the agency
on September 8.
Brian has over 25 years of experience in increasingly responsible
roles with the Arizona Game and Fish Department. In his most
recent position, Brian served as the Game Branch Chief for
Arizona, similar to the function he will be fulfilling in Nevada.
In addition, he has filled the roles of Big Game Management
Supervisor as well as Research Biologist.
During his extensive career in wildlife, Brian has had the
opportunity to work with a number of NDOW biologists and he
looks forward to applying his skill in the programmatic oversight of
game management to Nevada’s Game Division.

Wildlife Management. His commitment to wildlife resources and
enforcement is evident in his specialized training in areas such
as wildlife field forensics, hunting related shooting incidents and
boating collision investigation and reconstruction.
Please join me in congratulating Chief Game Warden Tyler
Turnipseed as he begins this new chapter which will start midAugust.
Tony Wasley, Director
Nevada Department of Wildlife
1100 Valley Rd.
Reno, Nevada 89512
(775) 688-1590
(775) 688-1207-Fax
twasley@ndow.org
Support Nevada’s Wildlife…Buy a Hunting and Fishing License

Brian maintains affiliations with several organizations including
the Wildlife Society, the National Wild Turkey Federation and the
Desert Bighorn Council. As a graduate of Arizona State University,
he holds both a Master of Science in Environmental Resources
and a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Biology.
I am confident that Brian will be an excellent match for this
position and a strong asset to NDOW.
Tyler Turnipseed, Chief Game Warden
I am pleased to announce the promotion of Tyler Turnipseed to
Chief Game Warden.
With over sixteen years of experience as a Nevada Game Warden
he has demonstrated excellence as a wildlife enforcement
professional.
Tyler has been a fulltime game warden since 1998, serving
first in Overton and most recently in Winnemucca. He originally
became a member of the NDOW family over 22 years ago in
1992 as a Lathrop-Capurro Intern and later returned to serve as
a conservation aid for GIS in the Habitat Division and on a stream
survey crew for the Fisheries Division in the Western Region.
We look forward to Tyler becoming a member of the Department’s
leadership team where he can continue building relationships
between the Law Enforcement Division, the public, stakeholders
and internal divisions.
As a graduate of Montana State University, Bozeman, he holds
a Bachelor of Science in Biology with an option in Fish and
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Castle Valley Outdoors
as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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TURKEY HUNT
By Eric Petlock

Some of the great things about being a hunter are the times we
spend with friends, the experiences we share, the comradery, the
conversations sitting in a blind or around a campfire or perhaps
on a long drive in a pickup to our favorite hunting spot. It’s about
long lasting friendships, traditions and sharing those with good
people. Some of my oldest friends are hunting buddies, guys I
grew up with, went to school with and have stayed in touch with
over the years.

This really peaked Pat’s interest.

It was on one such morning about a year and a half ago, sitting
in a turkey blind chatting with an old friend of mine, that the
conversation turned to how fortunate we had been in our lives to
enjoy so many great experiences in the field. Pat and I had grown
up together in Oroville, CA. We had gone to the same high school
and over the years we’d compare
notes about hunting and various
adventures we’d had. I remember in
high school Pat was one of those kids
who it seemed was always going on
cool hunting trips with his dad. I hunted
locally, mostly waterfowl, but remember
being a little envious hearing about deer
hunting trips to Nevada or Colorado.

Over the course of that summer, Pat worked hard to secure some
private land that we could hunt on. It had to be someplace that
would be accessible by wheelchair, with lots of birds and very little
hunting pressure. The good news was, as a long time Oroville
resident and the proprietor of one of the finest grocery and
specialty meat stores in the area, Pat
knows a lot of people. By early fall Pat
informed me that he had nailed down
several choice properties including one
owned by Mike Herring, our old high
school gym teacher and coach.

Pat inherited his father’s love for
hunting and the outdoors. His father,
Dick Butler, has a trophy room that
would make any man jealous with
animals from around the world. Pat
had followed in his father’s footsteps,
talking over the family business as
well as becoming an accomplished big
game hunter. His accomplishments
include a #2 Pope and Young Tule Elk,
a California bighorn sheep harvested in Nevada and numerous
quality deer, elk and antelope. He’s also a first rate turkey hunter
and caller. So as we sat in the blind discussing our good fortune
Pat mentioned to me that he would like an opportunity to “give
a little back”. He mentioned an interest in working with youth,
especially those with disabilities, that through life’s unfortunate
circumstances may not have been able to enjoy some of the
experiences in the field that most of us take for granted. As we
continued with the conversation, I described to Pat some of the
hunts I’d heard about from my good friend Larry Johnson.
Larry had described, during some of the long drives we’d had
together usually going somewhere to hunt chukar, about hunting
with wheelchair-bound kids and the work Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited (NBU) and Nevada Outdoorsmen in Wheelchairs were
involved with. Larry described how some of these kids would
never have an opportunity to do something like this otherwise.
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“Wouldn’t it be cool to do something like that and take a kid turkey
hunting”? he had asked me. We began to discuss it and as the
conversation continued I said to him, “Well why don’t we see if we
could set something like that up”? I told him that I had worked with
NBU on a number of projects and could pitch the idea. He was
sold. “Let’s do it!” he said.

So now it was my turn to help finish
putting the plan together. I approached
several NBU board members with a
general concept outline. We would
auction off the sponsorship of the hunt
at the NBU banquet, the proceeds
of which would go to NBU. Pat and I
would donate our time and organize
the hunt, provide all the logistical
support and equipment like blinds,
decoys and all the other necessaries,
scout the birds and provide the calling
expertise. In addition, Pat has a
beautiful home in the foothills near Oroville, where everyone could
stay during the hunt, only a few miles from the property we would
be hunting. After several conversations, we wrote up the concept
and it was presented to the NBU board. The idea was given the
green light and we were off and running.
The night of the 2014 NBU banquet was the first time I met Joey
Jacobsen and his father Tim. Joey was injured in an accident
several years ago that left him paralyzed with limited use of his
arms. I was excited about seeing the sponsorship for Joey’s hunt
go up for action at the banquet anyway, but after meeting Joey
that evening and seeing what a bright energetic and positive kid
he was I couldn’t wait to see his face when his hunt came up to
bid. Unfortunately I was called away for an emergency search and
rescue for several lost skiers in the backcountry behind Sugar
Bowl ski resort, just as the banquet started, so I didn’t get to see
the auction, or the look on Joey’s face when he found out what

was going on, but needless to say I think he was pleased when
he found out he was going turkey hunting.
As turkey season got closer, Pat was busy scouting and thinking
about how we were going to pull this off. I got together with Joey
and Tim at their home one afternoon in Carson City to look at
his wheelchairs, gun rest and to talk about the logistics of the
hunt. I was impressed with Joey. In spite of being confined to
a wheelchair with only limited use of his hands and arms he
had a positive, upbeat attitude. He smiled and seemed excited
about hunting turkeys. We talked a little about some of his other
hunting experienced both before and after his accident. Again,
I was impressed with his resilience and can-do attitude. I knew
after this first meeting that it was going to be pleasure to work
with Joey and Tim.

Because of the limited strength and dexterity in his arms, Joey
has to use a customized gun rest on his wheelchair. As we
looked at the gun rest he’d been using, it seemed that it might
be a little too cumbersome for turkey hunting where being able
to move and swing the gun would be important. Tim suggested
that they get another one made that had better range of motion
and versatility. That seemed like a good idea. We also discussed
how the electric wheelchair would work in the tall grass where
we would be hunting. Would the grass get wrapped around the
axels, would the ground be too rough, what if, what if…? I fretted
over the details wondering if this would really work, were we
taking on too much, what if we had problems? But after some
heartburn and hand wringing, I thought to myself, “this is hunting,
it’s all about solving problems, sorting things out, making things
work and not giving up until it does. We were going to make this
happen even if we had to carry him out there on our backs”.
It was right down to the wire getting the new gun rest together
for Joey. I talked to Tim a few days before we were scheduled to

hunt, and he told me they would be picking the new rest up the
day before the hunt. When the big day arrived, Joey, Tim and I
met up at Pat’s place in Oroville. Pat had set up a range for Joey
to test his new gun rest and fire off a few rounds just to make
sure everything was going to work. Joey was able to put the hurt
on a hay bale and so we at least knew that he would be able to
shoot if we got a turkey in range.
That evening, we sat around on Pat’s back porch, smelling the
delicious aroma of tri-tip cooking on the grill, telling stories and
visiting. We ate a fabulous dinner, had good conversation and
told more stories. When we finally retired, knowing it was going
to be an early morning, I went to bed and wondered to myself
if Joey would sleep a wink that night. I could remember how
excited I used to get the night before a big hunt; it was like the
night before Christmas.
When the alarms went off at 4:00 a.m., everything went like
clockwork. Tim and Joey got ready, Pat and I got the Gear
loaded up in the truck, we all wolfed down the breakfast burritos
Pat’s lovely wife had prepared for us and we were off.
It was maybe a 25 minute drive to where we planned to hunt.
The area around Oroville is fabulous turkey country. Oroville
sits about 80 miles north of Sacramento in the Central Valley
of California at the edge of Sierra Nevada foothills. With a
mixture of agriculture land, oak studded rolling hills, ranches and
orchards it produces a lot of turkeys. In the Early 1900’s Oroville
was one of the leading olive producing regions in California.
Many large orchards were planted and remain today. But the
market for olives has been soft for quite a few years so many
of these orchards now lie fallow and are used for grazing or
just completely unattended. It was one of the old olive orchards
that we would be hunting. Turns out these old orchards are
great habitat for turkeys and if you can find one that’s not being
cultivated, it can be a real goldmine for turkey hunting. Pat
had done his homework. We had about 120 acres that no one
hunted, surrounded by open fields about ten miles out of town.
It was only a couple miles from the house I had grown up in
so I felt like I was really back in my old stomping grounds. My
buddies and I used to sneak into a large ranch just across the
road from this orchard, when we were kids, to jump-shoot an old
stock pond for ducks. I had run around the hills nearby hunting
jackrabbits and band-tailed pigeons with my pellet gun, and had
hunted some of the fields in the area for pheasants, so it really
felt like I was “back home” in the same area I had hunted 30
years earlier but now I was here to share the experience with the
next generation.
We arrived at the orchard just before daybreak with about a
half mile to walk to get to the place Pat had picked out for us to
set up in. Fortunately we had an old service road to walk down,
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which worked well for Joey’s chair. It
was a little rough, but it worked well
enough and soon we were heading
into the orchard just as the first bit
of light was beginning to show. Then
like clockwork the turkeys began to
gobble. As we were setting up the
blind and getting the decoys set up,
those big boss toms were putting on
a show. There were birds gobbling
all around us. I think all of us could
feel the adrenaline surge every time
one of those big boys let out a gobble and then others would
answer, as if to say, “yeah, you’re not so tough, I’ll show you who’s
the boss around here”. By the time we got everything set up and
everyone in the blinds it was nearly legal shooting time.
Pat’s father Dick had decided to join us, so he and Joey’s father
Tim were in one blind. Dick loves to visit and tell stories so I’m
sure Tim was not lacking for entertainment and conversation with
Dick in the blind with him. Joey, Pat and I were in the other blind.
I was attempting to film and shoot photos of the hunt and Pat
was going to be the lead caller. Dick would call too for backup but
only to add a little texture and realism to the whole setup. As the
morning fly-down started Pat and Dick worked their diaphragm
calls masterfully. Hens were calling, gobblers were gobbling and
I was sure that a big tom would come strutting in at any minute,
but as the morning brightened, it seemed the turkeys were moving
away from us not toward us. By mid-morning, things had starting
to go quiet. We’d hear the occasional gobble of a tom or the yelps
of a hen off in the distance but it was becoming evident that the
birds had headed to a different part of the orchard.
We sat and waited quietly but as the morning wore on the sound
of voices and conversation from the blinds got louder and more
constant. By 11:30 we decided it was time for a break, maybe
some lunch and probably a new plan for the afternoon. We picked
up and headed back to the truck for lunch. It felt good to get up
and move and stretch a little. I thought about how Joey didn’t
have that luxury, for him getting up and stretching wasn’t really
an option, but his bright, cheerful attitude was constant. I could
tell Pat was feeling a little pressure. What if we didn’t get a bird?
We still had the option of hunting the next day, but still, having all
those turkeys around us that morning and not getting one to come
in was disconcerting and I think we were all thinking the same
thing, what if?
After eating lunch and conferring about an afternoon strategy
we decided to move down the orchard a ways to place that
was between where we had heard the birds early and where
we thought they had headed off to after fly-down. The thinking
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was maybe we could catch
them heading back toward
their roosting areas later in the
afternoon. Our new setup gave
us a good vantage in a couple
of directions down the rows of
old olive trees. The full body
taxidermy turkey decoys were
set up on lightly traveled service
road, so they would be most
visible amidst the thigh high grass
in the orchard. And so we set up
and started waiting again. The afternoon was quiet. Fortunately
the temperature was pleasant, and so we sat and listened and
watched. I struggled to keep my eyes open in my post lunch food
coma. I would start to nod off, and then catch myself as my head
would begin to bob.
It think it was about 2:30 p.m. when something caught my eye in
between nodding off. I was watching from my side of the blind,
when about a hundred and fifty yards down the row I caught a
glance of the tell-tale red head of a tom turkey bobbing along in
the tall grass. “Gobbler” I whispered in an excited voice. “He’s
down the row on my side, about a hundred and fifty yards”.
Neither Pat nor Joey could see him from their vantage point in the
blind.
Pat began to call quietly, a few purrs, a few putts, nothing too loud
or too overbearing, as if to just let that tom know there might be
a lonely hen or two over here but if he wanted to find out more
about this little hen party, he’d have to come on over and see for
himself. The tom disappeared behind the next row of trees then
several minutes later a second tom walked across the row and
disappeared. After maybe ten or fifteen minutes we were starting
to wonder if those toms had given us the slip; we hadn’t seen or
heard them for a while when suddenly a gobble rang out.
He was a lot closer now, and it sounded like Pat’s calling had
gotten his attention. The tom was on my side but the viewing slit
in the blind gave us limited visibility so I kept watching to see
if he would appear. After several tense minutes his red head
appeared out from behind a tree. He was maybe forty yards away
but there was no way Joey was going to get into position for the
shot. “He’s right over here” I whispered, “and he’s close, keep
calling!”. I think the gobble must have woken up Tim and Dick in
the other blind as Dick, also alerted to his presence but not able
see him, started called softly too. He complemented Pat’s yelping
and putting. To that tom, it had to have sounded like a bunch of
farmer’s daughters skinny dipping at a swimming hole, laughing
and giggling, but he wasn’t quite ready to kick off his jeans and
jump on in to join the fun.

He stayed out a ways, circling warily. At one point he turned
and started moving away again. He must have been a little shy.
Maybe all that female commotion might have been too much for
him as Pat and Dick gave their best pleading calls. He was hung
up, then started moving away, then disappeared again but finally
common sense went by the wayside and he just couldn’t help
himself. Maybe it was the sight of the taxidermy decoy tom puffed
up in full strut that finally made him decide, “I’m not gonna let that
guy have all the fun”, and so finally, he made a bee-line for where
all the commotion was coming from and the tom came walking
in front of the blind where Joey could finally see him. Because
his seating position was higher due to his wheelchair and he was
looking down through the viewing slit in the blind, and because he
could only turn his head a little bit, it was tough for him to see the
turkey coming in. But now he was in full view not more than ten
yards away. Pat helped Joey get the gun into position.
“Get ready”, Pat said to Joey.
“Do you want me to shoot”? Joey asked.
“Not yet, wait, wait”, Pat said as he helped Joey make sure the
gun was in position.
“Ok shoot”, Pat said.
I waited for the shot to ring out, but for several long seconds
nothing. Something was wrong. The tom stood there, and I
sat motionless not wanting to spook the bird with any motion.
Suddenly a shot rang out and the turkey jumped but he was still
on his feet and began to trot away.
“Oh no, he missed”, I thought to myself. Just then Dick in the
other blind let out a couple yelps, and the tom stopped to look.
Pat was frantically helping Joey reposition the gun when the
second barrel of the Browning over and under rang out and
the tom went down in a heap, flopping on the ground. He was
down. Joey’s follow up shot had found its mark. He had made
the second shot count and that turkey was stone cold dead on
the ground. Whoops rang out, the blinds flew up and for the next
thirty seconds there were high-fives and backslapping, there
were tears in our eyes and Joey had a grin that wrapped halfway
around to the back of his head.

the field, so when it was time to head in, we tied the tom onto
the back of Joey’s wheelchair and he drove the chair back to the
truck with the bird hanging there. It was a sight, Joey with his dad
walking beside him down the road with his first turkey. Pat, Dick
and I walked together smiling from ear to ear. Pat had done a
masterful job setting up this hunt, putting together the equipment,
and the logistics. Together Pat and his father Dick’s calling had
coaxed the old tom in and Joey had made the shot that put it all
together.
It was a wonderful experience to be able to share this moment
with everyone there. As we walked back to the truck I thought
to myself, “this is what being a sportsman is all about, it’s about
good friends, it’s about sharing, it’s about passion and dedication
but mostly it’s about having these experiences that create
memories that will last a lifetime.” It also made me realize what a
difference we can make when we set our minds to something.
NBU has had such a positive impact over the years in so many
ways. How many “once in a lifetime experiences” have been
made because of the hard work and dedication of so many
people working together to make a difference? From the folks
lucky enough to draw a sheep tag to the kids at the Maison T
Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp, to the hunters in wheelchairs.
All of these things happened because people care and people
step up to contribute; whether it’s time, labor, money, expertise or
all of the above, all of the contributions folks make add up, and for
one moment in time someone gets to have a “once in a lifetime
experience” because of it.
I would like to thank the NBU board and members, along with Pat
and Dick Butler and Joey and Tim Jacobsen, for giving me the
opportunity to have one of those experiences I’ll remember for
the rest of my life and I’m proud to have played one small part of
giving Joey the chance to have a great hunting experience and to
shoot his first turkey.

That old tom was a beauty, with a long beard and spurs that had
probably been used to beat back the competition more than once.
For the next half hour we posed for photos, putting Joey and his
tom in different poses, getting the group shot and getting photos
of the bird. It might as well have been a 400 class bull elk, we
were all so happy.
It’s tradition for the successful hunter to carry his prize in from
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BLM LETTER
By Tom Fennell

If you have ever wished the BLM would do things differently
(or if there are certain aspects of BLM’s public land policy that
you hope never change), this is your chance to tell them your
two cents’ worth. As the document below explains, the BLM is
seeking public input prior to a re-planning process. Consider
taking a few minutes to email them about a topic important to you.
Examples might include:
•  Public access
•  Habitat restoration
•  Multiple use (sportsmen’s rights)
•  Wilderness designations
•  Wild horses
Because sportsmen generally have the reputation of remaining
silent during opportunities for public input, NBU will issue a letter
in the coming weeks and encourages you to send a paragraph or
two as well. Thank you.

agency first began developing land use plans almost 40 years
ago. Western sportsmen are calling this process an opportunity
to address gaps in the existing BLM planning process in order
to sustain important public access, and ensure that key habitats,
migration corridors and backcountry lands are responsibly
managed.

Tom Fennell, Editor

Sportsmen in the West are dependent on publicly-accessible,
highly-functioning BLM public lands. These lands are essential
for producing quality big game, robust fisheries and maximizing
sustainable hunting and fishing opportunities. Hunters and
anglers are urging the agency to consider important lands and
unfragmented habitats – and consider ways to responsibly
administer them – as it develops management tools for the
future. Planning 2.0 is our opportunity to create a BLM planning
approach that directly benefits western hunters and anglers and
fish and wildlife populations, along with the billions of dollars of
annual economic boost provided by public land recreationists.

Sportsmen See
Conservation Opportunity
in the BLM’s “Planning 2.0”

This action will address the land use planning process that
shapes landscape-level management through the creation of
Resource Management Plans (RMPs) These plans are the basis
for every action and approved use on BLM managed lands. RMPs
help to determine how and if fish and wildlife habitat conservation
and management will be carried out on BLM lands.
An opportunity for sportsmen to ensure a strong future for
the West’s sporting heritage

FREE Lifetime Tire
& Mileage Care
• Free Flat Tire Repairs
• Free Tire Rotations
• Free Tire Rebalancing
• Free Air Checks
• Free Brake and
Alignment Checks
• Hundreds of Les
Schwab Locations to
FREE WITH EVERY PASSENGER CAR
Serve You
AND LIGHT TRUCK TIRE PURCHASE

FREE Peace of Mind Tire Protection

Whatever the road throws at you, from potholes to nails —
any road hazard — we guarantee you’re protected.
Visit www.LesSchwab.com
to find the store nearest you.
OVER 455 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WEST
NBU Greatefully Acknowledges Les Schwab as a
34th Annual Banquet Sponsor

COUNT ON THE

EXPERTS.
As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.
To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative:

rbauction.com

–Want to improve the way BLM public lands are managed
within your state? Now is your opportunity.
The Bureau of Land Management is currently requesting public
input to revise land use planning for 245 million acres of public
lands. Valuable fish and wildlife habitat and hunting and fishing
lands are at stake.
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Dubbed “Planning 2.0,” the process represents the first
substantial revision in the BLM’s land use planning since the
NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 3

Individuals can provide feedback to the BLM at blm_wo_plan2@
blm.gov. Additional information about the Planning 2.0 process
and your opportunities to be involved are available from Joel
Webster, TRCP Center for Western Lands Director at jwebster@
trcp.org.

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 34th annual banquet sponsor.
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Sparks Rotary’s Kids Free Fishing Day 2014
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Over the past 14 years Nevada Bighorns Unlimited has been instrumental in building the Kids Free Fishing Day event, which
is held at the Sparks Marina the 2nd Saturday of June every year.  During these years, well over 14,000 kids have benefited
by receiving free fishing poles, a day of coaching, food and most of all the opportunity to catch their very first fish.  Over the
years the event has developed from trying to draw the fish into the southwest shoreline by “chumming” the water with cans of
corn to the much more sophisticated process now used where nets are placed along that section of water and thousands of
fish are stocked in the Marina.  None of this could have been accomplished without the ongoing support of NBU.  This is an
important event toward engaging our youth in the outdoors. While there is no way to gage exactly how many of these kids
become lifelong sportsmen it’s easy to see the impact when a kid reels in a trout for the first time.  Sadly, without this event
many of the kids who participate would never have an outdoor experience and there would be no chance for the ambassadors
of the great outdoors like NBU to ever reach out to these youths. It’s the members of the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited who
have truly made this possible and you all should be proud to be such a big part of this effort. Thank you NBU Members!
- Written by Ryan Gilbrech
Editor’s Note: Thank you to Don Welsh for the excellent photography!
NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 3
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NEVADA OUTDOORSMEN IN WHEELCHAIRS
By Mike Aiazzi

As a Nevada native growing up in Elko, I have had a great
opportunity to experience the outdoors. I have had the
opportunity to make friends on and off of the mountain. In 2007
I joined Cabela’s on the store opening team which gave me
the opportunity to make more friends in the outdoor industry,
including guides, vendors, conservation partners, TV show hosts
and Cabela’s employees, or Outfitters as we call them. One of
the best things about being involved in the Outdoor Industry is
the people that share the outdoor lifestyle and passion for the
outdoors. Outdoorsmen/ women come together and rally for a
cause. Anyone that has witnessed an NBU dinner can definitely
attest to that.

For the past several years I had been talking with fellow Elko
High School Alumni Jay Presti about Nevada Outdoorsmen in
Wheelchairs. Jay had the opportunity to join the hunt and film it
for an episode of his TV show “Blue Collar Adventures” in 2011.
In 2008, Nevada Outdoorsmen in Wheelchairs was started in
order to provide hunting and outdoor experiences to
individuals whose disabilities confine them to a wheelchair.
As an outdoorsman, promoting the outdoor lifestyle is a
passion of mine. I started thinking of what I could do to
help such a young organization full of such great people.
Before pitching it to the Reno Cabela’s team, I made a few
calls. As always, Jay (now residing in Stephensville Texas)
was in with a team from Blue Collar Adventures. Next was
a call to another friend, Nevadan, Cabela’s Ambassador,
and Host of Outback Outdoors; Dave Beronio. The idea
was right up Dave’s alley.

What started as 4 teams consisting of Outdoor celebrities
representing the TV Shows of Outback Outdoors, Blue
Collar Adventures, and Wild Fish Wild Places along with the
Cabela’s team; ended with a group of friends completing
grueling two day adventure together.

3 teams for this unusual fundraiser. The final team joined the
mix after hearing the idea while fishing Pyramid Lake with Denis
Isbister. The premise for the fundraiser was simple, an Adventure
Trek.
The trek was a friendly competition with no individual or team
prize at the end, just the satisfaction of completing the trek and
helping raise funds for a great cause. Each team started with just
the clothes on their back and a compass. Each team needed to
supply their own gear but would have to “earn the use of it” by
raising funds (i.e., $500 for a backpack, $1,000 for a GPS, $2,000
for a headlamp, $3,500 for a sleeping bag, $5,000 for paddles,
and so on) to make it through the 2 day, 50 mile course that
ended at the Cabela’s in Verdi.
The Trek started by boarding a Boomtown Casino shuttle
in the Cabela’s parking lot. Looking around the shuttle, the
significance of it all really struck home. The shuttle was
packed with gear, 9 people and a lab serving as mascot.
The trip from Cabela’s to Frenchman’s reservoir over the
border in California gave each team a chance to get to know
the other teams. Team Blue Collar Adventures consisted
of Jay Presti, Taco Tony Nash, and Crystal Gibson behind
the camera. The Cabela’s team consisted of Shane Smuin,
Salt Lake District Sales Manager, a former minor league
baseball player and an avid outdoorsman and Hunting Sales
Manager for the Reno store Mike Aiazzi. Outback Outdoors
was represented by Cabela’s Ambassador and Host of
Outback Outdoors Dave Beronio and Team OO Member
Bill Pemberton and a black lab named Bear. Rounding out
this bus load was the wild men of Wild Fish Wild Places, Denis
Isbister and Dreu Murin.
By the time the shuttle dropped off the teams on the northwest
of Frenchmen’s lake in California, the comradery had started to
take shape. The teams checked in while making their way to

Combined, the four teams raised over $20,000. Anyone
interested in contributing to the cause can do so via www.
nowadventuretrek.myevent.com.
the beach where the fishing and canoe portions of the adventure
trek both took place. Each team made short work of the canoe
portion and checked in with Austin Lindsey who volunteered to
help with the event. The 4 teams all worked their way through the
mountains and meadows down toward Chilcoot. After stopping
at a water station, the teams took to the pavement to finish the
Chilcoot portion and on to Scott Valley Road for the next check
point. As the teams pushed on in the heat, the ominous clouds
of the thunderstorm rolled in, a welcome sight in the high 90
degree temperatures of early July. By the time the teams made
it the camp area off of Long Valley Road behind Bordertown, the
blisters started to make their presence felt. After home remedies
and backcountry medicine for the impressive blisters, the teams
visited while eating before turning in for the evening. Sleeping
bags, pads, a packable tent and a hammock were all
scattered around the makeshift camp. The next morning
brought a renewed sense of vigor. The group headed
up the mountain, enjoying the shade the trees provided.
Cresting the mountain to the west of Peavine peak, the
team saw the final destination sitting above the Truckee
River; Cabela’s. After about 50 miles of trekking over
mountains, meadows, asphalt, dirt roads, and brush;
the group felt it only fitting that they finish out the trek by
taking the direct route through the Truckee River rather
than proceeding down to a bridge. As they waded through
the river and up to the road above, they were greeted by
friends, family, and fans. Cabela’s hosted an ice-cream
fundraiser at the store which gave a chance for the teams
to spend some time meeting some of the volunteers and
participants of NOW camps.

Special thanks to the volunteers that helped make the event
successful
Austin Lindsey, Volunteer
Joe Scurry, Cabela’s Senior Hardlines Manager
Jeff Taylor, Cabela’s Senior Operations Manager
Monika Campbell, Cabela’s Club Membership Manager
Brandon Wiese, Cabela’s product training specialist
Eric Strobel, Cabela’s archery outfitter
Don Handlon, Cabela’s hunting lead
Heidi Menish, Cabela’s Deli Manger
Jamie Klund, Retail Marketing Manager

Next I contacted Matt Murray, President of NOW. With
Matt’s help, the idea was presented to the Reno Cabela’s
store. With the support of the Reno Cabela’s, we now had

34

NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 3

35

INTRODUCING THE
HOWA ZEISS PACKAGE

1981-2014

Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-four years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
Included

Proudly distributed by:

New for 2014 are the Howa Zeiss Terra 3X Packages.
Combining Howa’s exceptional accuracy with Zeiss’s
unsurpassed clarity, provides every hunter the ultimate
firearm of choice at a reasonable price.
THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN THE SHOOTING INDUSTRY.

LEGACYSPORTS.COM
|
NBU Journal . |
Volume
31 . Number 3
36 800.553.4229

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Legacy Sports
International as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor.

The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having well over 10,000 bighorn sheep within our
borders. That is more bighorn sheep than any other state
in the lower 48! NBU has been largely responsible for

transplanting bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges
in Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not only about
wild sheep! Through the donations and participation from
concerned sportsmen and sportswomen such as you, NBU has
increased opportunities to hunt big and small game animals, as
well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form
When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



You have a choice of membership levels:


Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible; please consult your accountant.



Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram



Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________

Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:
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Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.

Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.
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Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

®

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________
Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393

NBU Thanks Our Banquet Sponsors:

Non-Profit
Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Reno, NV
Permit #723

Grand Slam Club / Ovis ~ Cabela’s ~ Kyle Meintzer – Lincoln F.A.
Scheels ~ Wild Sheep Foundation ~ Leica ~ Little Waldorf
Mason Valley Hunt Club ~ Harcourts ~ Fur and Feathers Taxidermy
Ritchie Brothers Auctioneers ~ Sitka Gear ~ The Evans Group
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