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A

s the year draws to a close, I hope you all enjoyed a successful and fun filled
season in the field, full of memories with friends and family.
Thank you to all our members and volunteers for their invaluable contributions to NBU
throughout the year; without you NBU would not be able to continue supporting the future
of Nevada’s wildlife. We are forever grateful to you all.
In this edition of the journal we have highlighted some fantastic hunt stories, as well as
provided a report of how we have allocated your sportsmen and sportswomen dollars
to enhance Nevada’s wildlife and to ensure the continuation of Nevada’s rich outdoor
heritage.
Enjoy the read and enjoy your time in the field. Please send any hunt pictures and stories
to: mwalth219@gmail.com.
Happy Holidays,

Mario R. Walther
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited

P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
A non-profit, tax-exempt
organization incorporated
under Nevada State Law.

Chris Cefalu, President
Pat Pinjuv, Vice President
Tom Fennell, Secretary
Steve Field, Co-Treasurer
Andy MacKay, Co-Treasurer
Caleb Van Kirk
Jake Chatelle
Bruce MacKay
Tom Fennell
Steve Hall
Jim Puryear
Pat Reichman
Greg Smith
Matt Sweitzer
Joshua Vittori
Mario Walther
Dan Warren

Spring Issue:
Summer Issue:
Fall Issue:
Winter Issue:

4

NBU Journal . Volume 34 . Number 4

Cover Photo by Seth Topham

Page 19

DESERT SHEEP
BOW HUNT
By Tom Fennell

Page 21

ONLY IN NEVADA!
By Natalie Waggoner

Board of Directors

Submission Dates:

in
tures
us pic ing gear
d
n
e
t
S
n
BU hu
n to
your N ting seaso om
n
u
h
il
a .c
from
9@gm
1
2
h
lt
mwa

2017 JAMES LATHROP
& WAYNE CAPURRO
MEMORIAL INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM
By NBU

is published
quarterly by:

Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

Page 13

January 31st
April 15th
August 15th
November 15th

For more information on NBU
call (775) 870-4094 or visit our website
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org

Page 25

7TH WOUNDED HERO
ELK HUNT
By Danny Riddle

Page 30

WORKING FOR THE
FUTURE OF NEVADA’S
WILDLIFE
Page 33

By Andy MacKay
and Steve Field

NB EWES, THE WOMEN OF NBU
By NB Ewes

Page 35

WOUNDED WARRIORS OUTDOORS
– FLORIDA HOG & GATOR HUNT
By Michelle Pillsbury

5

STEP UP AND GET A FREE
$50 GIFT CARD TO SCHEELS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A

s 2017 comes
to a close I would
like thank all of
our volunteers,
sponsors and
donors that have
supported NBU
and thus allow us
to continue to accomplish great things for Nevada’s wildlife.
In this edition of the journal, we will be outlining where
sportsmen’s dollars have been spent. New for 2017 is the
NBU license plate, which I am sure you have all seen; if
you don’t have yours yet you might what to put it on your
Christmas wish list. Additionally, the NBU Legacy Fund
has been established, thanks to a generous donor that
challenged NBU to match his contribution to get the fund
started. Once again, sportsmen and women accepted the
challenge and we now have a fund in perpetuity that will help
young men and women looking for careers in wildlife with
scholarship money to help meet their educational goals.
I’m excited to see what 2018 will bring and am looking
forward to the banquet on March 30th. As I write this,
we are preparing to kick off ticket sales. The NBU Water
Development Team is already hard at work coordinating with
the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) on the upcoming
project season. Make sure to keep an eye out for upcoming
projects on our web site, social media and email.
As we look back on our past year’s accomplishments, it’s
important to appreciate the great experiences we had in the
outdoors with friends and family. I hope everyone’s hunting,
fishing or wildlife viewing has been memorable.

When you sign up for
an NBU license plate.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Castle Valley Outdoors
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

We only have have until March 2018 to reach the minimum
of 1,000 plates or they get discontinued. We just checked
with DMV and we’ve got a long way to go to get there! Put
one on your truck, car, trailer or motorcycle, send us a
picture, and we’ll send you the gift card. You’ll also have an
awesome plate on your rig while supporting Nevada’s
wildlife at the same time.
There are two ways to get it done:

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Vortex
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

1. Go on DMV’s website (http://www.dmvnv.com/
dashpass.htm), make an appointment, and it will take
15-20 minutes when you go into the DMV; or
2. Give us a call and we’ll get it done for you
(775) 870-4094!

I’d like to leave you with a quote that I believe explains
the reason Nevadans continue to support NBU and other
Nevada NGO’s.
“People don’t buy what you do; they buy why you do it.”
		Simon Sinek
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Christopher J. Cefalu
NBU President
6
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Editors Note: Please feel free to email us a picture of you in your NBU gear
for this new section of the journal. Emails can be sent to Mario Walther at
mwalth219@gmail.com.

Congratulations to Ashley Ravencroft on a great NV youth hunt!

Cliff Findlay with a gorgeous NV buck!

13 year old Peyton Mentaberry 1st Buck! Central Nevada
Quin Tremaine with a nice youth mule deer tag

WOUNDED HEROES HUNT: Congratulations to Sgt. Mike Davis on this great
buck. A big thanks to John Stever of Purple Sage outfitters for his fantastic
guide work on this hunt, and to Mr. Seeno for donating such an amazing tag.
This was a great outcome for a Purple Heart recipient who is still active duty
after being wounded in Iraq. NBU is proud to be a part of such a wonderful
program in collaboration with Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association.

Success in Jarbidge. Nicely done, Ryan!
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Reaching New Heights in

Environmental
Excellence

NEVADA BIGHORNS UNLIMITED
in coordination with NB Ewes, the women of NBU

Maison’s Closet began in 2017 to enable youth in our community to pursue their
love of the outdoors by providing gently used camo, outdoor apparel, boots, and
gear such as binoculars, range finders, youth packs, etc. to youth in need. At this
time, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, in coordination with NB Ewes, the women of
NBU, is collecting items and would greatly appreciate any donations. It is the goal
to disburse all donations to youth in need as soon as possible. Youth rifle hunting
begins in October and many of those holding youth tags will appreciate a free item
or two! Please see below for donation locations and contact information for
pickups. Your generosity will help keep our heritage alive!

Donations can be dropped off at two locations:

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Barrick
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Learn more at barrick.com/responsibility

Stantec
6995 Sierra Center Parkway
Reno, NV 89511

Desert Hills Animal Hospital
760 E. Lincoln Way
Sparks, NV 89434

OR
Call for pickup: (775) 276-5108

Maison’s Closet was established by NBU,
in coordination with the NB Ewes, the women of NBU,
with support from Maison T Ortiz Youth Skills, and Nevada Department of Wildlife.
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2017 JAMES LATHROP & WAYNE CAPURRO MEMORIAL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
By NBU
The James Lathrop & Wayne Capurro Memorial Internship
Program provides select students with the opportunity to work
with the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) during their
college summers to obtain exposure to the wildlife management
profession. Eligible candidates include graduating seniors of
Nevada high schools, private schools, home-schooled persons
meeting the high school graduate equivalency requirement or
persons who have graduated from a Nevada high school, private
school or Nevada home-schooled persons and are currently
enrolled at a university or college. The employment begins in
the spring and ends once the fall semester commences at the
intern’s college or university. Eligible individuals must be currently
enrolled or planning to enroll in a curriculum pursuing a wildlife
management, biology, ecology or other closely related field.
The internship is not a direct grant or gift payment to a student
in the traditional sense; rather it is an employment opportunity
where wages earned can be used to help support his/her college
education. Interns are paid seasonal employees of the NDOW
and receive ‘on-the-job’ training to provide them with practical
knowledge and experience to enhance their college studies and
future career.
This internship program receives funding support from two
conservation organizations, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited and the
Nevada Wildlife Record Book. These groups have collaborated
with NDOW to name the internship program in honor of
two wildlife advocates that were founding members of the
organizations and who worked tirelessly up to the passing of their
lives to serve the needs of Nevada’s wildlife and their habitat.
Both men made outstanding contributions to wildlife management
through their roles as hunters, volunteers, organizers and
advisors to the Department, the Nevada Board of Wildlife
Commissioners and the many wildlife-oriented organizations
that mutually support the sustained health of Nevada’s wildlife
resources.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges La Palmosa Outfitters as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Here’s an excerpt from Kyle’s summer’s end report that we really
liked:
“Looking back at my summer in the southern region, I have no
regrets or disappointments. I learned more than I ever thought I
could in a single summer. I feel that I learned things in the field
that I possibly would not have learned in just a classroom alone.
It was by far one of my favorite summers. I cannot thank the
NDOW biologists and staff for taking me under their wing and
teaching me skills and knowledge that I can use to be successful
in my future. I would also like to give a huge thanks to Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited, the Nevada Wildlife Record Book, and
Nevada Department of Wildlife for allowing me to experience this
field of work and gain the memories and knowledge that will help
me pursue my goal of working with wildlife in the future.”

We are happy to celebrate the 27th anniversary of this program
and boast that over 40 students have been awarded an internship
since the program began; many of which have gone on to become
wildlife biologists, game wardens and even serve on the Nevada
Board of Wildlife Commissioners.
Each year at the end of the summer the students are asked to
provide a summer’s end report. NDOW was kind enough to
share these reports and we thought it would be nice to show
our membership who these students are and where some of our
funds are currently going.
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Kyle Larson
Kyle spent the 2017 summer in the NDOW Southern and Eastern
Region where he got the opportunity to participate in the following:
NDOW’s ongoing bobcat study, a lambing study, ruffed grouse
surveys, water development inspections, bighorn sheep surveys,
goshawk surveys, Columbian spotted frog studies, elk surveys,
and guzzler builds.

Daniel Sallee
Daniel spent the 2017 summer based in the NDOW Eastern
Region where he had the opportunity to participate in the
following: Guzzler inspections, ruffed grouse surveys, goshawk
surveys, a spring enhancement in the Goshute Mountains, elk
surveys, bighorn sheep surveys, sage-grouse brood surveys,
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bighorn sheep lamb surveys, and a stream treatment in the
Independence Mountains.
Here’s an excerpt from Daniel’s summer’s end report that we
liked:
“As I reflect back on my
past four summers, I cannot
help but feel a deep sense
of gratitude. Thanks to the
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited,
Nevada Wildlife Record Book,
and Nevada Department of
Wildlife I have been able
to gain an unmeasurable
amount of knowledge and
experience in the field of big
game management. I have
had many once-in-a-lifetime,
unforgettable experiences that will have a lasting impact on my
professional development. I have been able to work with some
of the best biologists in the field and get hands on, real world
experience. I would like to say “Thank you” to Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited and Nevada Wildlife Record Book for providing me with
this amazing opportunity.”
Sage Mori
Sage spent the 2017 summer based in the NDOW Eastern
Region where he had an opportunity to participate in the following:
Ruffed grouse surveys, Goshute Mountains fencing projects, elk
incentive program surveys, bighorn sheep lamb surveys, fisheries
treatment, sage-grouse brood surveys, fence tagging, and sagegrouse trapping.
Sage also did a nice job wrapping up his 2017 summer’s end
report and here’s an excerpt we liked:
“Overall, I enjoyed
this summer as
much as a college
student can enjoy
their summer. I
was out in the field
for the majority
of the summer
doing the things
that I love the
most. I cannot be
more grateful for
the opportunity
to work out of the

14

NBU Journal . Volume 34 . Number 4

Elko office this summer. I was able to see and learn some country
that I have never been in before. I was also fortunate enough to
carry out some jobs that I had yet to be assigned. I cannot stress
enough how much I appreciate this job. I am unbelievably fortunate
and I have the Department of Wildlife, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
and The Nevada Record Book to thank for that. Thank you.”
Colton Brunson
Colton spent the 2017 summer based in the NDOW Western
Region and he had the following to say:

Rhys York
Rhys spent the 2017 summer based in the NDOW Western
Region and he started off his essay with the following:
“Summer is always the time of the year that is full of adventure;
luckily my summer was more than any adventure I had dreamed
of before. This summer was so great thanks to the Lathrop and
Capurro Memorial Internship that was generously given to me
by Nevada Bighorns Unlimited and The Nevada Wildlife Record
Book.”

“Throughout the summer of 2017 I have had the pleasure of
working for the Nevada Department of Wildlife as an intern under
the Lathrop and Capurro internship. Throughout this season, I
have been exposed to vastly different aspects throughout the
department working out of the western region. I was exposed to
new jobs, which expanded my knowledge of the wildlife here in
Nevada and strengthened my love for the work the department
does to conserve this aspect of Nevada.”
Here’s another excerpt from Colt’s summer’s end report that we
liked:
“Working in the western region this summer was a fulfilling
experience due to the new people and the new tasks I was
asked to perform. I am lucky to have received the opportunity to
pursue my dreams at the fullest extent. After this summer I am
never more certain about the career path I plan to follow with
the Department of Wildlife. I have had the opportunity to work
with some amazing people that have taken the time to teach me
what it means to become a wildlife biologist and how to go about
solidifying a position in the future. I would like to say thank you to
the Nevada Record Book, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, and the
Nevada Department of Wildlife for allowing me the opportunity
to work as an intern to help support and conserve the wildlife of
Nevada.”

COUNT ON THE

EXPERTS.
After providing a thorough summary of his summer activities, he
provided the following:
“This summer of 2017 was my favorite summer I have ever had,
and I won’t ever forget all the amazing memories that I made.
This summer was full of learning different aspects of wildlife
and conservation, which made me fall in love with this line of
work even more. I can’t give my thanks enough to Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited, The Nevada Wildlife Record Book and
NDOW for giving me this opportunity to not only work with the
Nevada Department of Wildlife over the summer, but to also gain
experience in a job I love and meet the people that make NDOW
run. I will never forget the great friendships that were made and
the experience I had. Also I would like to thank Mr. James Lathrop
and Mr. Wayne Capurro for being so involved in Nevada’s wildlife
and conservation that I can today be a part of that same mission
of keeping Nevada’s wildlife healthy and thriving for decades to
come.”

As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.
To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative: Brian Hamre 530.867.2241
Bhamre@auction.com

rbauction.com

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 37th annual banquet sponsor.
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Supports
Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

800-400-1610

20 Locations Serving
Northern & Southern Nevada
NBUGratefully
Gratefully Acknowledges
___________
NBU
Acknowledges
AHERN
a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor
as aas37th
Annual Banquet Sponsor

MINI ACTION - BIG BITE
BULLETS NEVER LIE
Compact, lightweight and eﬃcient
12% shorter action for quick follow up shots
Available in .204 Ruger, .222 Rem.,
.223 Rem & now 7.62x39 & 6.5 Grendel
H.A.C.T. two-stage, adjustable trigger
M.O.A Guarantee
Lifetime Warranty
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Legacy Sports
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

LEARN MORE AT:
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WWW.LEGACYSPORTS.COM

Attention Truck Buyers!
NBU is excited to announce that the 2018 live
auction will include a brand new Toyota Tacoma.
This item has been generously donated by Dolan Auto
Group and will be auctioned on the night of March 30th.

DESERT SHEEP BOW HUNT
By Tom Fennell
Congratulations to Andrea on this awesome ram, what an
incredible challenge!! Andrea experienced issues with her neck
and back. She was told that the concussion from a rifle could
cause significant damage. This would be a huge blow to many
sportsmen and sportswomen, but not Andrea, she now bow hunts
exclusively. Andrea, you are an inspiration to all sportsmen and
sportswomen. Happy Hunting!

*actual truck not pictured

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
New Zealand Hunting Safaris
as 37th Annual Banquet Sponsors
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ONLY IN NEVADA!
By Natalie Waggoner, Dayton Nevada
Where can a 13-year old girl have a real chance to harvest mule
deer, antelope, elk, and desert sheep? Only in Nevada!
In 2015 I harvested my first mule deer, at age 12. In 2016 I
harvested my second mule deer and my first 6x6 bull elk in the
Jarbidge Wilderness.
In 2017 I was still just 13 years old, and anxiously awaiting tag
results. I drew a buck antelope tag in 011, a junior deer tag in
017, a cow elk in Jarbidge, and a desert bighorn ewe tag in 212.
My dad also drew a 212 ewe tag. We decided to focus on the
antelope and ewe tags, and give up the other tags so those who
did not get a tag could enjoy a hunting trip.

Opening day of antelope season came. We rode our four-wheeler
about 6-miles close to a nearly dry reservoir that still had water
that antelope were using, including one big one my dad and I
nicknamed “Mr. Pushy” during scouting trips. We named him Mr.
Pushy because he was constantly pushing his females around.
We did not want to ride our four-wheeler too close, and therefore
walked about 1-mile to the reservoir, in the dark.
First light came, and my dad had antelope spotted in his spotting
scope. Mr. Pushy was not in the two separate groups we found,
but there were two nice bucks. They were way out of shooting
range, and so we watched them for about 30 minutes. They
had the advantage, being right in the middle of a flat left by the
receding reservoir.

CALL MIKE

775.857.7084

WWW.NELSONSTAXIDERMY.COM

Conveniently located off the Mt. Rose Highway

Nelson’s Taxidermy proudly supports NBU
and their conservation efforts.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
the Evans Group as a
37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
Representatives for these great manufacturers:
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We continued glassing and we finally saw him, Mr. Pushy and
his herd coming in to water, right in front of us, right where my
dad expected him to be! My dad told me to load my 22-250 and
get prone for a shot. “Too far, don’t shoot” my dad said. We
considered options, but Mr. Pushy had the upper hand, standing
right in the middle of the dry lake bed with at least 20 females.
My dad asked if my cross hair was steady on the vitals and I told
him “yes”. He ranged one more time, “410-yards, shoot if you
are comfortable”, he said. I steadied slightly high on the vitals for
the range, exhaled, and squeezed the trigger. Mr. Pushy hit the
ground, my dad yelling “Fatal hit! That was one hell of a shot girl!”
My 22-250 (won at an NBU dinner!) was zeroed at 250-yards, we
knew exactly what it could do at that range.
We turned our attention to the sheep hunt. Opening day came,
and we headed out in the dark once again. It seemed just like the
antelope hunt. My dad explained to me, based on his scouting
trips, the plan was to get to a glassing spot where he expected us
to see a lot of sheep.

NBU Journal . Volume 34 . Number 4
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It was still dark, but my dad was already glassing with his spotting
scope and soon said “There’s some sheep, four rams and several
ewes.” One of them was a 160+ ram my dad had seen during
scouting trips. A few minutes later, “There are some more, four
ewes, two young rams”. This continued past sun up, with us
locating several groups. We watched a couple rams fight through
our spotting scopes! Even though we were a long way off, we
could hear the rams banging heads, sounding just like gun fire.
That was so cool, and I’ll never forget the experience with my dad.

We kept glassing, making sure we located all sheep on the
mountain. We had identified a draw without sheep that would
let us sneak, undetected with good wind direction, and get close
enough for a shot.
We took off, walking down a dry creek bed to stay out of sight for
about 2 miles. We started to scale the huge mountain. It was
very steep, and extremely rocky with a few piñon trees. At times
we had to hand off our rifles and crawl on our hands and knees.
It took us about 4 hours to get to the elevation we wanted to be at
before side hilling to where the sheep where. We could hear the
rams continue to fight, and now they were close!
We walked very slowly sidehill for about 30 minutes, and I saw
a ram, only 40 yards away. I whispered to my dad “sheep!”.
He froze and asked “Where?”. At first, I could not believe it, I
had seen the ram before my dad! The ram was looking in our
direction, but could not see us. We stood perfectly still for more
than 45 minutes before the ram got down wind from us. We put
him where we wanted, behind us, so we could continue our sneak
forward.
It wasn’t much longer, and we were once again pinned down by
three more rams, unable to move. These rams were closer, about
30 yards. They too suspected something was in our direction,
but they could not see us, and the wind was still in our favor. The
terrain was covered with huge rocks and pinon pines allowing us
to easily conceal our location. It was again another 45 minutes
for them to get behind us, downwind, so that we could continue
forward.
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Now we could see two separate groups, both with ewes. One
had the big 160+ ram my dad had seen during scouting, and the
second had an even bigger ram we had not seen before. My dad
estimated him about the same as the other +160 but older with
more mass, slightly better in score. We decided to take a 275
yard shot at one of the ewes, but the hill was so steep it was hard
to get in a good shooting position. We just sat there for about 30
minutes, contemplating our options, ewes within range but not
presenting good shots.

We moved about another 200 yards forward and the most
amazing thing happened. A young three-year old ram was
heading up the hill right towards us. We saw our first Ewes, but
this ram again pinned us, we could not move, not even to get
positioned for a shot. He continued to walk right at us, and got
close, and I mean close! At one point he was only 15 feet from
us! He began to suspect something was in our direction, but
stood just 15 feet from us for a good 20-minutes! He eventually
walked behind us, finally winding us. My dad asked me “How was
that?” and I whispered back “Awesome!”.
We moved about 50 yards more and finally had one ewe at 215
yards, but something wasn’t adding up. Her horns were huge,
and based on the horns she looked like a young ram. She had
five rams with her. My dad got a really good look at her when she
was facing away from us and he confirmed she was a ewe. But
when he looked at her horns again he second guessed himself.
Something just was not right; we did not want to take even a
chance at shooting a small ram. So, we let her go, very slowly
moving another 50 yards or so.

All the sheep moved briefly out of sight, allowing us to reposition.
We took advantage. I was now stable in shooting position, but
the rams were keeping their ewes in tight circles. A clean shot
was not available. We watched them for about 45 minutes, my
dad whispered to me “Just be ready to shoot, and be patient.
One of those ewes will split off, and when she does, you shoot”.
I continued looking through my scope (thinking how much of a
bummer it was I could not smoke one of the big rams), and sure
enough, a large ewe walked away from her ram. But, she quickly
went into a draw and behind trees. We knew she’d present again,
but when she did she was a lot farther away. My dad ranged the
shot and told me, “340, shoot her, hold on vitals”. I waited for a
broadside, steadied, exhaled, and my NBU donated 22-250 fired
for the second time that season. My first desert sheep hit the
ground, a perfect shot, and she rolled down the very steep hill
about 250 yards.
Now it was time for my dad to try to get his sheep. He told me to
stay put and walked side hill in the direction the sheep went after

my shot. He eventually came back, saying “It’s more important to
take care of your sheep”.
My ewe was right on the edge of a 30-foot cliff, ready to fall at any
time. My dad was very concerned about the steepness of the hill
she was on. He wanted to walk to my sheep first so that he could
pick a good, safe path for me to follow.
My dad made it about half way to my sheep. The hill was so
steep I’d seen him fall and slide a couple times. Suddenly, I
saw him drop his pack and load his rifle. He was trying to get
positioned to shoot, and I could tell he was really struggling with
the steep hill, sliding down as he was trying to position, his pack
now about 30 feet above him. He finally steadied, and he fired.
I could tell it was an impact shot but still could not see what my
dad was shooting at. I heard him yell “Yeah!!! My sheep is down!
That bigger ram and his ewes just ran out 200 yards in front of
me! I had no idea they were in that draw!”.
We ended up more than 7 miles from our truck in some rough
country. It took us 11.5 hours to get both sheep packed out, being
forced to leave both overnight. My dad taught me how to care for
and protect the meat and hides from coyotes and other predators.
Despite the long distances and rugged country, my dad and I
celebrated me getting the Nevada big four!
My dad and I made amazing memories on all my big four hunts, in
camps, and on the mountains. I would like to thank both NDOW,
and NBU. NDOW gives kids like me amazing opportunities to
hunt. Where else could I harvest the big four at my age? And
without NBU, a young girl would never have a chance to harvest
any sheep, ewe or ram. Finally, thanks Dad. My dad spent 14
days scouting the antelope and sheep hunts, putting over 5000
miles on his truck and wearing out his favorite hunting boots. I
have no idea how many hours his eyes spent in his spotting
scope or how many miles he walked checking water holes. My
dad put me on the animals opening day. And lastly, thank you
Nevada, a beautiful place to call home and to hunt like a girl!
Only in Nevada!
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7TH WOUNDED HERO ELK HUNT
By Danny Riddle
The 7th wounded hero’s totally free elk of a lifetime hunt recipient
is Trey Humphrey who currently is a student under the GI
Bill program. Trey’s third combat deployment was to Sangin,
Afghanistan. He led his squad under live fire to evacuate a fellow
Marine who stepped on an IED. After the wounded Marine was
safely back inside friendly lines, Trey stepped on a pressure plate
IED while maneuvering on the enemy’s machine gun position.
It was a dirty IED with glass shards designed to inflict pain and
infection. Trey still has glass and metal fragments in his body

Iraq and Afghanistan Veteran Sgt.
Trey Humphrey with his 6-point
bull and a trunk full of gear.

Fortunately, the helicopter for the first Marine injury was available
to also evacuate Trey. Trey believes that were it not available for
immediate evacuation, he would have bled to death. It required
three tourniquets to control bleeding! The resulting injuries were
traumatic amputation of the right leg below the knee, severe
damage to the left leg (looks like most of the muscle is missing),
a fractured jaw, severe shrapnel wounds to left thigh, left arm and
left hand, mild traumatic brain injury and PTSD.

!
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NBU’s Taxidermy Competition
Returns on 3/30/18
Categories include: Large Mammal &
Small Mammals/Birds/Fish
$2,500 Scheels gift card for 1st place in big and small game
$1,000 Scheels gift card for each 2nd place winner
$500 Scheels gift card for each 3rd place winner
24

Email Tom Fennell to enter tfennell@dicksoncg.com
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Trey Humphrey’s military awards include: Bronze Star with
Combat Distinguishing Device, Combat Action Ribbon with one
Gold Star, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Navy Unit Citation
with Three Gold Stars, Korean Defense Ribbon, Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal, Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal with
one Bronze Star, Iraq Campaign Medal with two Bronze Stars,
National Defense Service Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon
with three Bronze Stars, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medal with one Gold Star, NATO Medal-ISAF Afghanistan, and
the Purple Heart.
The guides were master guide Blaine Jackson along with
Cottonwood Ranch guides – Jason Molsbee, Jess Dancer, Mike
Bunn and Hiddenlake Outfitters guide Danny Riddle.
The Wounded Hero project was inspired by Nevada Outfitters
and Guides Association member Dwight Lindquist of Wells,
Nevada. The Winecup Gamble Ranch in Montello, Nevada
and Optics manufacturer Vortex are the major sponsors. The
Winecup Gamble Ranch could have sold their land owner
elk tag for thousands of dollars. In addition to the tag, they
donated meals and lodging for the entire crew in their 5 star plus
equivalent lodge. Vortex donated a rifle scope, a spotting scope,
binoculars and a range finder. Other major supporters include
Gunwerks, Gun World and Archery, Bronc Box, First Lite and
Elko Federal Credit Union, who donated everything from the 700
mm Remington rifle and custom bullets, to the customized trunk
full of bedroll, pack, binoculars, and tripod. The taxidermy will
be done by North Slope Taxidermy and the meat processing by
High Desert Meats. The list of contributors is extensive and the
public support is massive. The Elko County Commission issued

a supportive proclamation and Commissioner Rex Steninger
attended the first evening’s kick off dinner.
On the very first day of the hunt, we left the lodge long before
daylight. Two guides along with the hero and one of his friends
went on one side of a mountain and the other three guides went
to the other side. The day was dawning but the sun was not yet
shining when Blaine Jackson spotted far away specks he thought
could be bull elk. The two guides with Blaine looked through their
binoculars and spotting scopes then agreed about the possibility
of bulls that merited closer observation.
About a half hour later we were close enough to see there were
two good bulls with three young bulls. The problem was that the
hero with the tag was on the other side of the mountain. Jess
Dancer and Danny Riddle stayed to watch where the bulls were
going while Blaine went to get Trey. Keeping bull elk in sight is
easier said than done; elk can walk faster than we can run. The
bulls were out of sight within a half hour, and it took about an hour
and half for Blaine to return with the hunter.
Before the bulls disappeared, we made careful note of the
direction they were headed, possible bedding areas and terrain
features for navigation. When Blaine arrived with the other two
guides, the hunter and his friend, we decided to go in the direction
where the elk were last seen. Hopefully we could track and spot
them again.
Soon the elk were spotted again. This time they were the better
part of a mile away, but at least we had the shooter with us. The
plan was to split into two groups again. Two guides would go with
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Trey to stalk from a road that was only about a half a mile from
the elk. The rest of us would watch the elk to see where they
would go if they spooked.

O U R S P E C I A LT Y I S

PROUD PARTNER OF
Variety…

Tom and Tammi Czyz invite you to come
see the new and continuing upgrades!

Jason Molsbee was the guide who stalked with Trey Humphrey
towards the group of bedded elk. The hunters could not see the
elk from the moment they left us until they were within 300 or so
yards away. They navigated with landmarks. It was a long stalk,
and the wounded hero’s injuries did not make it easy or fast.
Several times during the stalk, some elk would get up to graze
then lay back down to chew cud. By the time the stalkers were
within shooting distance, all 5 elk were up feeding and starting to
wander off. Fortunately, the wind held from a favorable direction,
and Trey was able to shoot the largest bull in the group.

For future Wounded Hero elk hunts checks may be made out to
Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association, and mailed to P.O. Box
28-1251, Lamoille, NV 89828.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Czyz’s
as a 37th Annual Banquet
Sponsor

BI G O R S M A L L , W E C AT E R TH E M AL L !
• Galas, Parties, Gatherings
• Corporate Functions
• Weddings & Showers

Restaurant, Bar & Pool Table
Tent Camping Available

MAJOR'S PLACE BAR & RV PARK

• Pop-ups, Drop-offs
• Way, Way More!

ELY, NEVADA
Just 26 miles SE of Ely on Highway 93
(775) 591-0347

B L E N D C AT E R I N G R E N O . C O M

IT’S IN YOUR

MORNING COMMUTE.
IT’S IN YOUR NATURE.

TM

Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

RV Hookups

Two Motel Rooms

NV1

© 2014 Cabela’s Inc.

After we returned with the elk to the lodge and were sitting
around the warm fireplace, smelling the aroma of the meal Riata
was preparing, I asked Trey about his injuries, his handicaps,
the sacrifice he made for our country and if now knowing the
consequences of his deployments would he do it again. He said
yes, he would. His love of our country and the outpouring of
appreciation shown by Americans make it wort it.

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

“Harcourts NV1 is committed to providing exceptional and personal
service to our clients and community. A level of service that makes each
person we have the privilege to assist, feel like part of the family.”
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Gratefully Acknowledges
Jeremy Page as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Home is with Harcourts
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Cabela’s
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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…for all of your real estate needs, contact your Harcourts professional today!
www.harcourtsnv.com | 775.826.6810 | 6770 S. McCarran Blvd. Reno, NV 8950927

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Savannah Safaris
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Scheels
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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WORKING FOR THE FUTURE OF NEVADA’S WILDLIFE

Bighorn Sheep Trap/Transplant, Disease Monitoring:

Trap and transplant projects help to introduce new animals to appropriate habitat, help with genetic
diversity, and offer a means for disease assessment and population control. So as not to injure or
cause undue stress to Bighorn Sheep, the Nevada Department of Wildlife utilizes specialized hobbles
and blindfolds contributed by NBU.

By Andy MacKay and Steve Field
Thanks to the outstanding donations from our supporters, NBU was able to fund valuable projects and programs this year. We focused
on bighorn sheep trap and transplant projects, habitat improvement projects, youth programs, wildlife research projects, disease
outbreak investigations, and public awareness. As a premier volunteer sportsmen’s organization, all the below listed projects were
accomplished with donated funding and donated volunteer time. Since NBU is a 100% volunteer organization the vast majority of all
funds raised go directly on the ground!

** Funding for bighorn sheep trap and
transplant, disease monitoring: $4,975

Habitat Improvement:

Per usual, NBU was very active in this arena this year. We built and funded the following
projects:
Guzzlers and Spring Developments. We build and repair guzzlers (water collection and
storage projects) for the benefit of Nevada’s wildlife. All manner of wildlife have been
documented at these sites including big game species, upland bird species, non-game
mammals, game birds, song birds, and raptors.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Santa Fe
Little Angel
Sand Hills
Slumbering Hills
Upper Scott
Goshutes
Hoppin Peaks
Upper and Lower Mud Springs

Habitat. With a devastating fire season, NBU has also contributed
significantly to re-seeding projects to enhance and ensure
abundant habitat for Nevada’s wildlife.

****For Guzzler and Habitat Projects throughout Nevada, NBU donated $103,006

Legislative Outreach:

With the Legislature in session, NBU spent countless hours tracking, strategizing,
and educating Nevada politicians on issues affecting Nevada’s wildlife and to help
ensure the continuation of a rich Nevada outdoor heritage.

**Legislative Outreach $19,416

Public Awareness/Educational Outreach/Events Sponsorship:

In step with its mission, NBU engages in a number of public awareness and educational
outreach programs, most of which are donated through the responsible representation of
sportsmen and sportswomen by its Directors and Members. In addition NBU provided financial
support to the Wild Harvest Initiative to gather data to help educate the public on the value of
hunting to society and wildlife. Sponsorship of professional and legislative events promotes
scientific knowledge and highlights NBU’s commitment to our mission.

**Public Awareness and Educational Outreach: $65,337

Youth Programs:

NBU strongly believes in supporting youth programs to promote future generations of sportsmen
and sportswomen. NBU donated volunteer time and funding to many events. We helped
sponsor Nevada Outdoorsmen in Wheelchairs, the National Archery in the Schools Program,
the Tonopah Kids Fishing Derby, the Sparks Rotary Kids Free Fishing Day, NBU Legacy
Scholarship, the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s Lathrop-Capurro Internship program, Nevada
Range Camp, WSF Nevada Outdoor Experience, UNR Rifle Team, Spanish Springs Rifle Team,
ACE Highschool clay shoot, and the Capital City Gun Club Youth program. NBU helped with
matching funds in the amount of $65,655 to establish the Legacy Endowment Fund.
The seventh annual Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor
Skills Camp had to be cancelled (after being fully set
up!) because of the dangerous conditions resulting from
the Long Valley wildfire. The past six camps have been
a phenomenal success and 2018’s camp should follow
suit. NBU members donate time, talent and funding to
this event. This amazing program will continue to teach less-experienced youth about firearms
shooting and safety, fishing, Dutch Oven cooking, archery, outdoor survival, wildlife calls,
wildlife tracks, and help foster a general appreciation for the wonder and beauty of Nevada’s
outdoors.
NBU Journal . Volume 34 . Number 4
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**Youth Program Funding Spent in 2017: $55,703

Wildlife Research Projects and NDOW’s Bear Dog Program:
Research is vital to understand wildlife habitat needs, population dynamics, migration
patterns, predation, disease transmission, and species biology. Disease
studies are imperative to understand and control devastating respiratory
disease problems facing Nevada’s bighorn sheep population. NBU also
helps support the Nevada Department of Wildlife’s Bear Dog Program to
assist with the highly successful black bear management program.

**Wildlife Research Projects and Bear Dog Program: $42,500

Thanks to your generous contributions, NBU was able to
fund $290,937 for the benefit of Nevada’s wildlife.
YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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NB EWES, THE WOMEN OF NBU
By NB Ewes
Home means Nevada! No other state is prouder of their state’s birthday
than Nevadans are. Is it possible this three-day weekend was designed
to give hunters an extra day to fill their tag, a day off to enjoy the Carson
City parade, or just be outside to enjoy the beautiful Nevada Fall colors?
The Ewes celebrated Nevada Day by hosting a Paint & Sip night at Crafted
Palette. The house was full of women, fun, paint, and wine. We managed to
raise a few dollars that was used to cover the cost of butchering an entire
bull elk that was graciously donated to the Ewes’ freezer.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Alaska Trophy
Hunts/Forrester’s Gun dogs/Missouri River Lodge
as 37th Annual Banquet Sponsors

When the Ewes are not hosting fun events or out in the field, we are
dedicated to our mission of serving Northern Nevada. We have had
several volunteer opportunities throughout the holidays and end of the year,
including:

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Little Waldorf
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

WSF HAS DIRECTED MORE THAN $13.4 MILLION
TO WILD SHEEP AND WILDLIFE RESTORATION
IN THE LAST 3 YEARS ALONE

• Feeding Families of critically ill children at the Ronald McDonald House
• Gathering Game Meat to feed our homeless and hungry community
• Donation of game meat and bones to zoo animals at Sierra Safari Zoo
• Sharing and supporting NBU, NNSCI / Cabelas’ canned food drive
• Honoring our Veterans with “Wreaths Across America” at the Northern Nevada
Veterans Memorial Cemetery
• Continuing to spread the word about our “Maison’s Closet” program of
collecting gently used hunting apparel and gear for youth hunters in need
The Ewes are already planning for 2018! You won’t want to miss our
Wasting Arrows Valentine’s Day – Give her a dozen arrows instead of a
dozen roses. Look for more information on our Facebook page soon.
Ladies, if you’re attending the Wild Sheep Foundation Ladies’ Luncheon,
please stop by our table and say hello.
Of course, we will see everyone at the NBU Banquet. The Ewes are
working on a very special live auction item as well as the Ladies’ Raffle
Baskets. If you have baskets that you would like to donate back to us,
volunteer with us at events, or donate meat or hunting apparel, please call
us at (775) 276-5108 or by emailing nbuewes@gmail.com
Stay Connected on our FB and Instagram pages as well.

JOIN OR
DONATE
TODAY

406.404.8750
WWW.WILDSHEEPFOUNDATION.ORG

NBU Journal
. Volume
34 . NumberOUR
4 HUNTING HERITAGE
32
CONSERVING
WILDLIFE
- PROMOTING

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges WSF
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
JIM HAMBERLIN - AZ
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WOUNDED WARRIORS OUTDOORS – FLORIDA HOG & GATOR HUNT

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Leica
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

By Michelle Pillsbury
When two hunters meet and get married it’s a good idea to
make a list of hunts that each want to accomplish. Alligator
was amongst the top of my list. At the Wild Sheep Foundation’s
Sheep Show 2016, a live auction item “Hog and Gator Hunt on
Private Land outside Orlando Florida with the Wounded Warriors
Outdoors in October 2017” was listed. Brad is always looking
to bid on live auction items and when my eyes lit up and gave
the okay, he got it. We had no idea just how lucky we got that
evening.

Lightning-Fast.
Extended ranging to 2,200 yards.
With its pioneering ABC® ballistic system, the Leica Geovid HD-B rangefinder delivers
all the essential information you need for placing shots with precision at the press of a
button and in only 0.3 seconds. With the aid of its microSD card, you can also upload
your own particular ballistic specifications to the system. In addition to the linear distance, you can read off the following parameters for various types of hunting: holdover
correction, equivalent horizontal range, and the required reticle adjustment in clicks.
___ results take into account temperature, barometric pressure, and angle
___ incorporates Perger-Porro prism system for high light transmission and
high-contrast viewing image
___ open, ergonomically shaped, curved bridge design for fatigue-free observation
___ models available: Geovid 8x42 HD-B, Geovid 10x42 HD-B

Almost two years later, 45 minutes south of Orlando in Osceola
County, we meet Ron Raboud, founder of Wounded Warriors
Outdoors. Hurricane Irma flooded the lands in which we would
be hunting alligators just two months prior, thus making the hunt
all that more difficult. Alligators could be anywhere, and they can
go anywhere. I had two days before the Warriors showed up to
concentrate on my gator.

See for yourself at your Leica dealer or find out more at www.leica-hunting.com.
Join the conversation on Facebook at /LeicaHunting
LEICA GEOVID
10 x 42 HD-B

WHEELS AND TIRES
FOR PERFORMANCE
AND GOOD LOOKS!
YOUR NORTHERN NEVADA LES SCHWAB TIRE
CENTERS ARE GIVING AWAY A WHEEL AND TIRE
PACKAGE VALUED UP TO $2500.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Les Schwab
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Gerber
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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12 NORTHERN NEVADA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Heading out on a Polaris UTV with custom seating for the
Warriors, we got the lay of the land, sized up the gators, where
to place your shot, firsthand understanding of the damaging
winds from hurricane Irma, what to expect from the Warriors and
unfortunately, uncovered a trophy size (10+) alligator killed by
what was most likely air-boat poachers.

I would be hunting in the least
populated area of Florida. The
“Heritage” land is leased from
the largest land owners in
Florida, the Deseret Ranch. The
ranch, owned by the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, spreads over three
counties and 300,000 acres.
The Warriors, thanks to Ron, are
granted permits to hunt adjacent
state lands. No other hunters
are allowed to hunt where the
Warriors will be hunting. We are
introduced to Hoppy Kempfer
from Osceola Outfitters and
adjoining land owners. To
our surprise, Gray Thornton,
President of Wild Sheep
Foundation and WWO’s largest
supporter, would also be joining the fun.
The way in which the Warriors and I can take our gators is not
typical. Typically, Floridians must take their alligators only by the
use of artificial lures or baited, wooden pegs less than two (2)
inches in length attached to a hand-held restraining line, or by
hand-held snares, harpoons, gigs, snatch hooks, and manually
operated spears, spearguns, crossbows and bows with projectiles
attached to a restraining line. The use of firearms for taking
alligators is prohibited, except when you are allowed to hunt with
Ron and WWO. I would be taking my gator with a .223 rifle with a
suppressor and more spot and stalk than I imagined.

We had no problems spotting lots of gators,
the problem was me hitting them. After making
some adjustments, I shot a trophy alligator Ron,
Hoppy, Gray, Brad and myself are all very happy
with. We measured him to be 10’6”. It was a fun
experience, but I can’t help but feel like the real
experience is still to come. Ron and Hoppy have
been taking wounded warriors hog and alligator hunting since
2008. The last couple days they have shared many experiences
from the past and everyone is filled with anticipation of their
arrival.
While Sal, our very Italian chef, is making dinner and our guests
are arriving, we begin to introduce ourselves. I can’t help but
notice I’m surrounded by single, double and triple amputees.
Prosthetic arms and legs, a wheelchair, a glass eye and “Chaos”
a Pitbull therapy dog. I can’t help but wonder how many hours of
physical therapy these guys have gone through, what their stories
are and how are they going to stab wild hogs and shoot alligators!
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knife or a rifle. In the afternoons, we break up into groups to hunt
alligators and over the next three days a total of 7 alligators are
killed. I’m trying to decide which hog hunt or alligator hunt story
to share but they are all so great and this story will end up far too
long. So, if you are planning to attend the Wild Sheep Foundation,
Sheep Show in Reno, Nevada in January 2018, do yourself a
favor and buy this hunt and you can experience all the kill stories
for yourself.
After one day of hunting with these incredible men their injuries
disappeared to us. The stories we learned are the ones we were
busy helping to make. Too often I take for granted how lucky I
am. I’m lucky to have been born in this country, which gave me
the opportunity to experience this hunting trip. This opportunity is
only ours because of the many brave people who have served or
currently serve in our military. Thank you.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges African Arrow
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

At this point everyone is feeling out the crowd. They have
never met each other and are about to push themselves
mentally and physically beyond what they may think they
can do. They ask Ron a lot of questions about what to
expect. I expect they won’t sleep well tonight in anticipation
of tomorrow morning.
The next morning, we prepare to board ‘Mad Max’ style
swamp buggies. I’ve never seen anything like these before
in my life. Now add 15 Volunteers, 10 Wounded Warriors,
5 Dogs, 3 Camera Men, and 2 Wildlife Fish & Game
Wardens. Ron calls this part “organized chaos”. We hear
a call on the radio the dogs have located a hog. I don’t
recall who got the first hog because during the next three
days they took a total of 11 wild hogs with either a spear, a
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Ron Raboud and WWO provide
therapeutic outdoor adventures to
the brave men and women that have
sacrificed so greatly to preserve our
freedom. Brad and I would like to thank
Ron and WWO, Gray and WSF, Hoppy
Kempfer & Family, Heritage and all the
volunteers for making our experiences
possible. The skulls, hides and meat are
processed free of charge for the Warriors
to take home and have a lasting memory
of all they accomplished on their hog
and gator hunt 2017.
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Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-seven years, NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members, NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone, NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having well over 11,000 bighorn sheep within our
borders. That is more bighorn sheep than any other state
in the lower 48! NBU has been largely responsible for

transplanting bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges
in Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not only about
wild sheep! Through the donations and participation from
concerned sportsmen and sportswomen such as you, NBU has
increased opportunities to hunt big and small game animals, as
well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
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Quality, custom designed trophies with
a six month turnaround. Visit our website
to view more of our custom sheep.
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