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Absolute Accuracy and Extended Ranging.
Three new rangefinding products from Leica Sport Optics deliver
absolute targeting accuracy over greater distances than ever before.

Rangemaster CRF 2700-B
__ Best in class ranging to
2,700yds
__ Custom ballistic profile
entry via microSD card
__ Precise point-of-aim
correction readings
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Dolan Auto Group
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Geovid HD-B 3000

__ Best in class 3,000yd ranging
__ Onboard point-of-aim correction
readings
__ Custom ballistic profile entry
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NEW!

Geovid HD-R 2700

__ 2,700yd line-of-sight ranging
__ 100 to 1,200yd EHR ranging
__ Brilliant optical performance

www.leica-sportoptics.com
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HOME IS WITH HARCOURTS...
"Harcourts NV1 is committed to providing exceptional and personal service to our clients and community.
A level of service that makes each person we have the privilege to assist, feel like part of the family."

...for all of your real estate needs, contact your Harcourts professional today!
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EDITOR’S LETTER

I

hope everyone had a
successful start of 2019. I
am a little sad that chukar
season
and
all
other
seasons have pretty much
come to an end, but my
body and knees say thank
you! My photo this time around is
from my first solo chukar hunt this
season. I was pretty proud of myself
to be able to get out and shoot
some birds all by myself, from start
to finish, without the help of anyone
else or even a dog! Although I will
likely opt out of going solo in the
future for the safety reasons, it was
still a great feeling to know I can
do it all on my own! Hopefully your
tags are filled, freezers are full and
you are anxiously awaiting to apply
for this year’s draw. I heard positive
feedback from the last journal
issue, so I will continue to bring you
interesting stories and a variety of
enjoyable photos. Thank you to all
the members that provide me with
excellent content. Keep it coming!
There are some pretty remarkable
photos in this issue. The California
bighorn trap and transplant did not
disappoint and offered fantastic
photo opportunities.
It is almost banquet time! Get ready
for the 39th annual NBU fundraising
banquet being held on April 5th,
2019. Each year, this volunteer board
of directors works tirelessly to bring
you new features and world class
auction items. We look forward to
having you all present at this thrilling
event.

The project season is also
about to gear up. We have
several water development
projects planned and all are
welcome. Guzzler builds are
the perfect opportunity to
meet fellow NBU members
and other wildlife loving
folks. There is truly a sense
of community, and it’ll do
your heart good to give
back to Nevada wildlife. If
you’re lucky like me, you
may get a lesson on fence
post pounding from Steve
Kellers, tips on how to
grill the best steak from
Chris Cefalu, experience
running an electric circular
saw from Kevin Agrella,
general life advice from Mel Belding
or guidance on how to properly
hold a clip board from Rocky Hall.
One of NBU’s directors and water
development committee members,
Matt Sweitzer, has stepped off the
board. We thank Matt for years of
hard work and all the planning efforts
that go into collaborating with NDOW
on guzzlers. But don’t think Matt is
getting off that easy! You’ll still see
him at guzzler builds and helping out
with various projects.
The NB Ewes have also been very
busy! From community involvement
opportunities to social gatherings,
the Ewes do it all! We are still
collecting game meat donations, so
be sure to send some our way if you
have any to spare. We will also gladly
take any freezer burnt meat as well.
Enjoy this journal issue and please
remember to send me your photos
and stories to peri.lydia@gmail.
com. You can also use the hashtag
#nevadabighornsunlimited if you use
social media.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

®

LA PALMOSA
- Hunting Outfitter Phone: +521 811 916 4668
info@4cienegascimarrones.com

BU has been blessed with great success
for the last 39 years, and so far, 2019 is
poised to continue that tradition. We have
started the year with the translocation of
50 California Bighorn Sheep. On January
31st, 19 sheep were captured from the
Double H mountains, processed, collared and released
on the Massacre Rim, augmenting an already existing
sheep population. The next day, 31 sheep were captured
from the Pine Forest Range, processed, collared and
sent to the Bloody Run Hills just outside Winnemucca.
This represented a reintroduction of sheep on a Nevada
mountain range that hasn’t had wild sheep roaming on
it in nearly 100 years! All of this was made possible with
funding from NBU-Reno, Fallon NBU, Midas NBU, Nevada
Muleys and Nevada Chukar Foundation, in coordination
with NDOW and great volunteers that worked hard for
two days trying to beat a storm that was breathing down
our necks. This is a huge “win” for conservation and the
reason why sportsman’s dollars and volunteer work play
such a vital role in conservation.
All of these wonderful achievements, projects and
conservation efforts are made possible on one magical
night a year: the NBU banquet! That’s right, the banquet is
just around the corner and is shaping up to be the best ever.
NBU is pleased to announce that we will be auctioning the
Heritage Desert Sheep tag and Heritage California Sheep
tag, along with many new and exciting items and of course
the famous “Wall of Guns”. We look forward to seeing you
April 5th at the Peppermill.

Here’s to a great 2019 banquet and an outstanding project
season!
Thank you!

Christopher J. Cefalu
NBU President

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Vortex
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
La Palmosa Outfitter
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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IN THE FIELD

Editors Note: Please feel free to email us a picture of you in your NBU gear for
the journal. Emails can be sent to Lydia Peri at Peri.Lydia@gmail.com.

Dusty, Desirae and
Juniper Gilbertson
Randall Mead

Larry Staley and
Kyle Leavitt

NBU Director Jim Puryear
and Bob Heddy

Eric Jones

Chris Uboldi

Clint Baker

Jeff Rogers and
NBU President Chris Cefalu

Andy Erquiaga,
Carl Erquiaga,
Jay Davison,
Jay Lingenfelter.
Congrats Carl
(Fallon NBU)
on this Rocky ram!
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Jason Warren with
his late season archery buck

Clint Baker
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STEP UP AND GET A FREE
$50 GIFT CARD TO SCHEELS

2019 Guzzler Project Schedule

1 February 23rd or March 2nd - POSTPONED - Oxbow
Park Deck Demo and Rebuild Project (Reno)

When you sign up for
an NBU license plate.

2 March 16th - Crown Peak Guzzler Rebuild (North/
West of Middlegate)

3 April 5th - NBU Banquet

We will continue to offer the $50 Scheels gift card for a
limited time. Help us keep this going! Put one on your
truck, car, trailer or motorcycle and send us a picture and
we'll send you the gift card. You'll also have an awesome
plate on your rig while supporting Nevada's wildlife at the
same time.

4 April 20th - Wassuk Range Guzzler Rebuilds, two
guzzlers (West of Hawthorne)

5 May 11th - Cocoon Mountains New Guzzler Build
(East of Fallon)

6 June 1st - Little Mahogany Mountain Guzzler Rebuild

There are two ways to get it done:

(North of Gerlach)

7 June 22nd - Owyhee Desert Guzzler Rebuilds, two

1. Go on DMV’s website (http://www.dmvnv.com/
dashpass.htm), make an appointment, and it will
take 15-20 minutes when you go into the DMV; or

guzzlers in Martin Fire (North of Winnemucca)

2. Give us a call and we’ll get it done for you
(775) 870-4094!

Editor’s note:
Interested in volunteering? Guzzler builds
are a great opportunity to get out and
give back to Nevada’s wildlife. There is a
job for everyone at each build, or you can
come along and sit back and watch!
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Photo by Seth Topham
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Join the 39th Annual NBU Banquet

PROUD PARTNER OF

Wall of Heads!

JOIN OR DONATE

At the April 5th, 2019 NBU Banquet
there will be a special drawing for all
participants in the “Wall of Heads” we will
be raffling off a NBU grub box, a Henry
lever action .22 long rifle and a 50 quart Yeti
cooler for the participants who are willing
to display their shoulder mounts on the wall. We will need you to
bring your mounts to the Peppermill on Friday April 5th before noon
allowing them to be placed on our wall and pick up the mounts on
Saturday April 6th by 11:00 am.
The drawing will be held @10:30 Saturday April 6th. Contact
Rocky Hall (775) 224-2232 stevehall@parrishappraisal.com or
Evan McQuirk (775) 224-5264 emcquirk@hotmail.com
if you are interested. Limited to the 1st 75 mounts.
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~ Thank you for your participation ~

406.404.8750

www. W i l dSh e e p Fo u n d a t i o n . o r g
CONSERVING WILDLIFE - PROMOTING OUR HUNTING HERITAGE

TAMMY LEWTON - MT

IT’S IN YOUR

MORNING COMMUTE.

© 2014 Cabela’s Inc.

Come One, Come all!

TODAY

NBU GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGES WSF
AS A 38TH ANNUAL
BANQUET SPONSOR

IT’S IN YOUR NATURE.

TM

Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Cabela’s
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Getting Sheep Back on the Mountain
By Lydia Peri – NBU
Mike Cox - NDOW statewide bighorn sheep and mountain goat coordinator
The enthusiasm of bighorn sheep conservation
efforts expressed through water development
projects, habitat improvement and sheep
translocations have tremendous positive benefits
to wild sheep and wildlife. It is our responsibility
to ensure wildlife and bighorn sheep are managed
and protected for the enjoyment of future
generations. In early 2019, NDOW along with
several other NGO’s conducted two California
bighorn sheep captures and transplants with
the goal of expanding bighorn distribution and
improving long term sustainability of bighorn
populations . Additional funding for this effort
was provided by Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
(NBU) Reno, NBU - Fallon, Nevada Muleys, Midas
NBU and Nevada Chukar Foundation.

Next year, there is potential to augment sheep populations in the
Negro Creek (north-central part of the Granite Range in unit 014). An
additional location for augmentation could be the south and north
end of McGee Mountain (adjacent to the Sheldon wildlife refuge).

Prior to this capture and relocation effort, 2016
was the last year that NDOW translocated
bighorn sheep. Since then, staff has learned
significant information about pathogen profiles
and responses of herds that are exposed
Mycoplasma ovinpneumoniae. This information
assists NDOW in seeking opportunities to safely
put sheep on mountain ranges where there are
no virulent pathogens present. NDOW staff
had worked hard since April 2018 to identify
plausible opportunities to move sheep and find
success. The attached map shows all subspecies
of bighorn sheep and their distribution through
translocations since 1968.

These bighorn sheep captures take an extreme amount of effort from
many parties. The two bighorn sheep captures at the end of January
went exceedingly well and were a great success. The highlight of the
2 days of captures was watching
over 50 people help with the
Tiffany East
release of the 31 bighorn and
witnessing them running out of
the trailer uphill into the rocky
terrain of their new home in the
Bloody Run Hills! To be able to
capture and move 50 sheep
in two days is an aggressive
schedule and would have not be
able to be done without all the
support of NDOW personnel,
partner funding and of course, all
of the fine volunteers.

NDOW has an internal policy of conducting presampling a few months prior to using any bighorn
sheep as source stock to ensure they are “clean”
of Mycoplasma. If a population gets below a
dozen ewes, it is at high risk of blinking out. A
core of 50-70 ewes in a herd is the minimum level
considered to be viable and sustainable.
The first capture on January 31st consisted of moving 19
California bighorn sheep from the Double H Mountains to
the Massacre Rim in northern Washoe County. Herds in the
Double H Mountains have been building and the goal is to
manage this herd to reduce the risk of potential contact
between bighorn and domestic sheep. The goal was to
augment Massacre Rim populations of 75 bighorn sheep
with approximately 20 captured ewes and lambs. There
is significant unoccupied habitat with adequate water
sources on Massacre Rim. These conditions along with
the addition of the 20 sheep will help boost populations
so they can effectively sustain themselves. In addition
to adequate water sources, there are a few future water
developments projects proposed. The nearest domestic
sheep grazing allotment is nearly 50 miles from the current
bighorn sheep populations in Massacre Rim. There is also
a goal of providing adequate predator control to give the
animals a fighting chance when they hit the ground and
allow them time to adapt to the new terrain. The day of the
capture went very well with 19 ewes and last year’s lambs
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the nearby Jackson Mountains was in 1945. Jim Jeffress had been
working tirelessly on restoring sheep in the Bloody Run Hills prior to
his retirement. Ed Partee replaced Jim as the Humboldt County game
biologist and took Jim’s baton and carried on his vision in leading this
reintroduction effort. The Bloody Run Hills posed a unique situation
as this area is a checkerboard area of public-private land. Crawford
Farms, a cattle operation, owns the checkerboard land within this
area and were very excited to participate in efforts to restore bighorn
sheep populations. Crawford Farms is working together with NDOW
on an Memorandum of Understanding to allow future hunter access
and access to managing the herds. The nearest domestic sheep
grazing allotment is roughly 35 miles away. The goal is a minimum of
20 miles away, but the further the better! One challenge the Bloody
Run Hills posed was the proximity to the herds in the Santa Rosa
Range. The core Bloody Run Hills bighorn habitat is 20 miles from
southern-most bighorn subherd in the Santa Rosa Range previously
exposed to Mycoplasma ovinpneumoniae. This necessitated collaring
and monitoring Bloody Run rams, removing bighorn that may disperse
toward the Santa Rosa Range and monitoring subherd performance
and pathogen surveillance in southern Santa Rosa Range. This means
that extra time to monitor these sheep is necessary to remove any
opportunity for interaction between these two herds.

Steve Kellers,
Gary Hull,
Todd Goodale and Mel Belding

Dave Beronio and
Steve Kellers

relocated. Skies were clear and weather conditions made
for a perfect capture. Several volunteers were present
and quick to help out in any way possible. The synergy
of volunteers, biologists and veterinarians learning and
sharing the basecamp duties was remarkable and equal to
the awesome teamwork on a water development project!
Sheep are closely monitored from the time they are captured
and brought to the trailer. Antibiotics and medications are
given while blood samples and other specimen sampling
are conducted. Most sheep are collared with GPS units to
track daily movement and survival once they are relocated.
The second capture on February 1st involved moving 31
California bighorn sheep from the Pine Forest Range to
the Bloody Run Hills on the east side of unit 035. This was
a very special event as it was a reintroduction of sheep
onto a mountain range. There are no official records of
the last sighting of sheep in the Bloody Run Hills, but it is
estimated that herds were eradicated in the early 1900s
due to over harvest and disease. The last known sheep in
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The Process of Creating a Taxidermy Mount

By Wildife Revolutions

Picture this! You were lucky enough to draw a sheep tag! You harvest a great ram and now you want
it mounted… but what exactly goes into creating this timeless piece? Wildlife Revolutions, a premiere
taxidermy studio in Reno, Nevada is going to show you exactly how it is done!
When a trophy is received, all items are inspected for any damage. Understanding
the condition of a trophy is important in the tanning and skinning process and also
allows certain aspects of the animal to be highlighted that you might like. Skinning,
fleshing, salting, and preparing capes for tanning are all important preparation steps.
After capes are prepped, the next step is the tanning process which is one of the most
important stages of the process.

1

2

Next is the selection of a form and pose instructions. This is where creative ideas
are generated on poses and concepts. Discussion of habitat options, pedestal
options, and other design options come into play during this step.

1
2

3

4

5
3 4

This stage of the process is
where the piece comes to
life. This is the most time-consuming
and longest stage of the process.
Commercial forms are only the
beginning. Forms are cut, sized, and
reshaped to fit the size of the animal
and cape. Then the piece is rebuilt
into the desired pose. Some pieces
require custom welded rods that
are placed inside the form to add an
extra layer of strength.

6

At this stage pose is developed and muscle detail, facial
features, and expressions are constructed. Posture, anatomy,
expression, and pose are all vital elements of each piece.

5

6

The form is test-fitted several times to ensure the cape properly
fits and the size and pose are correct. Close attention to detail
is paid while adjustments are continually made. When everything
looks correct, the hide is adhered to the form, sewn, and stitched
together.
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Once the cape is secured to the form, the horns are placed. The next step
is to clay and tuck the face. This includes adding putty around horns, eyes,
and nose to create a seamless finish. Glass eyes are added in this step to make
the piece even more lifelike.

7

8

The final stage of the design process is finishing and retouching. Color
touchups, adding wetness to the nose and eyes, cleaning, and grooming all
happen at this stage.

7
9 10

Habitat can really add a
dynamic effect to taxidermy.
Whether it’s a stream, pond, or the
addition of sagebrush or desert
grass, a realistic and natural habitat
setting can really make it stand out.
All habitat is individually constructed;
trees are built, rocks, and water are
created to enhance a piece.

8

Reaching New Heights in

Environmental
Excellence

And there you have it! This particular
ram was taken and mounted by
Michael Teel Jr.

9
10

Images provided by:
Wildlife Revolutions
253 Freeport Blvd
Sparks, NV
www.wildliferevolutions.com
Wildlife Revolutions is a full-service taxidermy studio
specializing in custom-designed wildlife reproductions
and safari trophy rooms. They are located in Reno, Nevada,
and work with clients from all over the world. They have a
six-month turnaround on pieces, and the quality of each
piece is guaranteed.
Michael Teel Jr. 2017

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Barrick
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Learn more at barrick.com/responsibility
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Throwback Photos

We love seeing your throwback photos! Send us your best oldschool photos so
we can see what the good ol’ days used to be like! Photos can be emailed to
peri.lydia@gmail.com.

Did you recognize this face from the last journal? If you guessed
a young Mel Belding, you were correct!

Bernie Crooks

This photo was taken in the mid 1950’s in
Midas, Nevada on my mule deer hunt at our
cabin (now gone). I was 15 years old. The rail
shack is still there at the mouth of the canyon.
The cabin was owned by Crooks Bros.
Caterpillar at the time (my Father and Uncle).
We had a brand, and the property was called
“We-bar-nothing”.

1

These photos from NDOW
show the first transplant and
release of Desert Bighorn
Sheep into the Mt. Grant
sheep enclosure on June 17,
1968. One ram, two ewes
and one lamb were included
in the initial release.

2

5
3

4

1. Dianna Belding
2. Mel Belding
3. Mike Marchese
4. Ollie Read 1952
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5. Thomas Baker
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Lessons Learned

By Patrick Beauchamp

I’ve been hunting in Nevada since I was 12 years old.
Although, I’d never had the fortune of hunting elk or the
opportunity to tag along on someone else’s tag. As you
can imagine, I was overwhelmed with excitement when I
found out that my father and I both drew bull elk tags for
2018. We were also fortunate the dates occurred so that
I could hunt with him and hunt for myself without having
to worry about seasons overlapping.
Being that work restricts me from having free time until
October 1, the window was going to be tight to scout
since both hunts opened in November. Fortunately,
having good friends pays off, as I was able to get some
tips on where to scout for my Dad’s hunt as well as my
own. Unfortunately, other obligations only allowed me to
be able to scout my unit, which I had no familiarity with.
We’d been hunting my Dad’s unit since I was a kid so at
least we knew our way around.

I wouldn’t necessarily call myself a trophy hunter. Sure,
I’ve chased big deer and antelope, mostly unsuccessfully
and like most people I have the goal of taking the oldest
most mature animal, as it is a healthy herd management
practice. Plus the antlers look great over the fireplace. But
when the time is right, sometimes you succumb to a good
opportunity.

Once early November hit, my old man and I spent 13
days in his unit and were only able to turn up elk one day.
Unfortunately, he was unsuccessful. That doesn’t really
boost a fella’s ego, especially when you’re brand new to
elk hunting.

The following morning I headed back to the spot I had tried
the previous morning. I hiked in around 4am and sat on a
rock lookout glassing as the sun rose. After a few hours
it started to blizzard and I couldn’t see any more than 50
yards. I began my hike back when about a half mile from
my rig the weather cleared; and I immediately spotted 2
bulls. They were feeding in the basin I had hiked through
earlier that morning about 700 yards away about to bed
down. I was in disbelief. I quickly made a move, and I liked
one of the bulls. He was a big-framed 6x5 that looked as if

Coming home from my Dad’s hunt, I had one day to get
organized and leave for mine. I planned to be out for 12
days hunting solo, except for 2 days when a good friend
was going to try to meet up with me. As nice as it would’ve
been to have some help, or even some company, no one
was able to join me due to work, other hunts, or previous
obligations. (You’re probably thinking I don’t have many
friends.) Additionally, my father and I are at different
levels of physical abilities, which forced us to make the
decision that he wouldn’t be joining me.
Now I’ve hunted alone before, but they were just day
trips. I knew it would be different, but I didn’t realize
most of the difficulty would be mental, not physical. This
hunt gave me a different perspective and much more
respect towards individuals who hunt solo. It’s easier to
become discouraged if you’re not turning up your quarry
or to make an excuse to not hike up to that high ridge.
Personally, I found that the morning was when I was most
positive, and in the evening my mind wandered a lot. Going
home was never an option, but I often wondered if I was
going to be able to last until day 12 if it came down to it.
I arrived a day early with about 2 hours left of light.
Immediately I unloaded the UTV and drove to a spot a
good friend had recommended. I scouted here and saw 1
particularly nice bull and 7 bulls altogether. I spent the last
hour or so glassing and spotted a bull on a distant ridge
sky lined by the setting sun, but the distance made him
hard to judge. Even better, I did not see another soul on
the mountain.
Similar to a lot of hunters, I pride myself on being the first
one awake and the last one off the mountain. Maybe its an
ego thing knowing that you’re putting in the due diligence
to be successful, or perhaps it’s the worry that someone
might beat you to your spot. Hell, maybe it’s both. Well,
opening morning was a big reality check when I found 3
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he hadn’t grown a royal. I liked that uniqueness and he had
good mass. As I closed the distance to 150 yards I looked
again and realized his royal was just broke. This made me
change my mind immediately. The other bull now had my
attention; he had a 6x5 frame, wasn’t broke and had a
little devil tine on his left brow tine that made him a 7x5.
Suddenly the wind swapped and they got up and started
to trot straight away, I quickly moved into position as they
disappeared into a draw. Then all of sudden they popped
on the next hillside at 360 yards. As the broken bull stopped
in a clearing, I waited for the other bull to do the same. I
made the decision that if he presented a shot I was going
to take it. Sure enough he stopped just long enough for me
to take a shot. He went 20 yards and piled up. I squeezed
the trigger at roughly 9:00am and made it back to camp at
about 4:30pm. I spent 4 hours caping and quartering him
and another 2 hours packing him out. (He died on a hillside
so steep I wouldn’t wish it on anybody.) I was stoked! He
wasn’t the biggest I’d seen, but I’d harvested my first bull
on Thanksgiving Day, and I did it by myself.
I learned a lot from hunting by myself. I learned that your
mind plays tricks on you and you become more pessimistic.
As I stalked in on the bulls, my mind kept thinking two
thoughts “You could be home by tonight,” and “This may
be the only opportunity you’ll have”. It sounds pessimistic,
but after hunting with the old man, I put a lot of pressure
on myself to be successful, especially knowing that it may
be 20 years till I draw another tag if I’m lucky. I learned
more about myself mentally on this trip if anything. I found
that I need to work on being more comfortable with being
alone and separating myself from society. I’m definitely no
expert, but in my opinion, I think the mental growth and
isolation you experience hunting alone, whether it’s just
one day or a 2 weeks, helps you grow tremendously as a
hunter and perhaps more as a person.

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!
UTV’s parked where I was going to head up. There was
no way I was going to try and poach their spot; they had
earned it and I’m not one to sit on top of them. I moved
onto another area and found a bull sky lined again in the
morning sunrise. He was on a line heading somewhere
more important and he soon disappeared over the ridge.
That afternoon I headed to the opposite side of the
mountain and hiked into a spot to glass. The wind was
howling with the incoming storm, which made the spotting
scope bounce around. I’d been sitting for about 2 hours
when around 3:45pm I spotted a bull that really caught
my attention. Keep in mind, I haven’t looked over too
many elk in person. I’ve seen photographs of plenty of elk,
mostly the kinds of photos that make you think the state
is teeming with trophy bulls, because that’s what folks like
to share. Like most people know, when you see a truly big
bull, sheep, deer, etc.… you immediately know without a
doubt. That was this bull, in a high sagebrush on a top ridge
with a mission to God knows where and soon disappeared
into thick timber. That evening I left excited and hopeful for
what the next day held.

Tom and Tammi Czyz invite you to come
see the new and continuing upgrades!

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Czyz’s
as a 38th Annual Banquet
Sponsor

RV Hookups
Restaurant, Bar & Pool Table
Tent Camping Available
Two Motel Rooms

MAJOR'S PLACE BAR & RV PARK
ELY, NEVADA
Just 26 miles SE of Ely on Highway 93
(775) 591-0347
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Legacy Scholarship Program
The Nevada Bighorns Unlimited “Legacy Scholarship” applications are now available. Help us
promote this opportunity to assist talented students in our communities that are interested in
wildlife or natural resources.

Want to apply for the Legacy Scholarship? Download the
application at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org/scholarship
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) was founded in 1981 by a small group of Nevada sportsmen and conservationists with
the guiding principle: “To protect and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts
for this and future generations: NBU volunteers do this through the reintroduction of big game, habitat conservation and
improvement, public education and participation, biological and scientific research, and the influence of public policy.”
Since its beginning, NBU has grown into one of the most successful and respected results driven, non-profit organizations
in the state of Nevada with a growing membership base of over 3,800 people. Thanks largely to NBU’s fundraising and
volunteer efforts; Nevada now has more than 10,000 bighorn sheep, more than any other state in the lower 48. It’s not just
about bighorn sheep though. Rocky Mountain elk, pronghorn antelope, mule deer and sage-grouse have all benefited from
projects developed, funded and coordinated by NBU. NBU also supports youth programs which introduce youth to the
outdoors and programs that help develop wildlife professionals in Nevada.
The NBU Legacy Scholarship Program was developed to honor those individuals that have contributed significant time and
resources to NBU. The program was also developed to commemorate the accomplishments of NBU throughout our history.
It’s our goal as sportsmen and working professionals to leave a legacy of wildlife conservation for future generations. We feel
that supporting students with academic scholarships will aid our mission and benefit Nevada’s wildlife immensely. Funding
for this program comes from countless sportsmen volunteer hours and dollars.
The following criteria are considered for eligibility in the NBU Legacy Scholarship Program:
• Must be a current Nevada resident,
• Must be currently enrolled in a four-year university,
• Must be a college undergraduate with Sophomore, Junior or Senior status based on credits completed prior to Fall
2019 or a Graduate student.
Scholarship awards are based on scholastic proficiency, commitment to conservation of wildlife or natural resources, character,
and service. Applicants must also clearly demonstrate the ability and desire to contribute to Nevada’s wildlife. Successful
recipients will be awarded a scholarship amount between $250 and $3,000.
Scholarship applications must be
mailed to the address below and
post-marked no later than March 15,
2019 or convert entire application
and enclosures to pdf format and
email to vittorijoshua@gmail.com.
Questions can be directed to the
same email address.

photo courtesy Victor Trujillo

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Attn: Legacy Scholarship Committee
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
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Committed to
Environmental
Conservation

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Kinross
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
the Evans Group as a
38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Representatives for these great manufacturers:

• The first Nevada mining
operation to fully implement
the Sage-Grouse Conservation
Credit System
• A proud supporter of Nevada
Bighorns Unlimited

kinross.com

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges New
Zealand Hunting Safaris
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

www.trophyhuntingwanaka.com
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Fur and Feather Taxidermy
Point Blank Hunts
as 38th Annual Banquet Sponsors
NBU Journal . Volume 36 . Number 1

Auckland

1.2hr Flight

Queenstown
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Wildlife Cameraman

By Dave Quandt

After submitting some bighorn photos to NBU, board
member Lydia Peri asked if I would be interested in
writing a short article for the NBU Journal regarding my
experiences shooting wildlife. I agreed and advised her
that my primary focus in recent years has been with the
Rocky Mountain bighorn and mountain goats. I have been
fortunate to have lived in Nevada for the majority of my life
and have lived in all regions of the state. This has given me
the opportunity to capture some beautiful landscapes, but
even more pleasing - some awesome bighorn photos.
I consider myself more of a wildlife “cameraman” than a
wildlife “photographer”. I have no formal training that
would lead me to say otherwise. I do have a very goaloriented personality and a drive to be persistent in anything
I set out to do. There has been a lot of trial and error in my
wildlife photography. My successes have come from my
commitment to spend as much time in the field or on the
mountain as possible. That meant three to five days every
week on the mountain in search of wild game year-in and
year-out.
Finding/seeing big game is one thing - getting close for
an awesome photo is another. The practice that I use
to capture my best photos is to just put myself in “hunt
mode”. That, in essence, is what you’re doing - right? I’ve
used my years of hunting and stalking experience to get
the best shot possible. In most cases you need to get a
lot closer with a camera than a rifle. Think bow-hunting
when trying to get that awesome shot of two rams butting
heads. The best close-ups I’ve taken are the ones that
capture the color of the animal’s eyes. The closer you are,
the more color and better the photo.
In some situations, I’ve used the ambush method. In
order to have this method work, you need to pattern the
animals in question. Again, something most hunters of
big game do while on a hunt or doing a pre-hunt scouting
trip. Remember, most successful sheep hunts require
climbing the mountain day after day in your relentless
pursuit of your trophy animal or photo. I use my camera
as if I were a bow hunter. The same concept applies. If
you are going to shoot something, get as close as you can.
With digital cameras, it’s hard to take a bad picture. Even
if the photo is not exactly what you had in mind, through
computer manipulation, it can be improved upon. That
raises the question of how much is too much manipulation?
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I once asked a well-known wildlife photographer who had
travelled the world and has been published in numerous
magazines what he thought of computer manipulation. He
answered by saying that in all his years of taking photos,
he has never taken a perfect one. His recommendation
was to computer enhance only if necessary and then only
marginally. Use enhancement as a corrective measure to
repair a flaw rather than change the integrity of the photo.
Here are a few tips I’ve learned from camera manuals and
hunting magazines over the years:
#1 - The sun should always be behind the camera.
#2 - Make sure the foreground is clear of all obstructions.
#3 - Backgrounds are important. Get the best background
possible, even if it means moving the trophy.
#4 - Whenever practical, use a tripod or some kind of rest
for your camera (think shooting).
#5 - Do not frame the subject too tightly. Give yourself
room for future cropping and framing.
#6 - Shoot more than one pose. Don’t forget shot angle,
depth, and composition.
#7 - Mornings and evenings have the best natural lighting.
Noon is the worst.
#8 - Remember the rule of thirds. Most photos work best
when at least one of the subjects is 1/3 of the way from the
side, bottom, and top of photo.

There are three basic trophy photo setups:
#1 - To accentuate the animal, position the hunter’s head
below the antlers or horns. Do not block animal’s body.
#2 - To accentuate the hunter, place his head above antlers
or horns.
#3 - To have equal billing, the heads of the animal and
hunter are even or of equal height.
The most popular and recommended setup is #1. Make the
trophy animal the focal point of your photo. If you want
the trophy and hunter to pop out of the photo, use f2 or f4
stops to blur the background.

I started back on the path only to see the ram that had left
the group standing on the path in front of me. Picture this
- the small herd was now behind me and the solo ram in
front of me. We were actually walking towards each other
on the game trail. I started to think that a great head-on
shot was in the offing. As the ram walked toward me, I
decided to slow down and start to get my camera set right.
Still on the trail, I brought my camera up and attempted
to focus and frame the shot. That didn’t happen as my
battery was dead. I reached in my pocket for my backup
battery. Not there. Now what?

I would recommend that you know your equipment, use
the proper lens and f-stops for the shot and always, always,
always carry multiple pre-charged batteries (voice of
experience speaking here). I don’t know if I have shot my
photo of a lifetime yet, but I believe I’m closing in on it.

My camera battery compartment is open with a dead
battery and I’m frantically searching for a fresh one. While
this is happening, in my head I believe the ram would detour
around me or run off once he realized in the fading light
that I am not one of his buddies. I looked in his direction
with an inoperable camera and my pants pockets turned
inside out only to see that the ram didn’t detour or seem
to care that I was not part of the herd. Oh by the way, he
had closed the distance between us to twenty yards. I am
now thinking “Are you kidding me?” I am giving him the
right of way if he insists on his current path. While I’m
contemplating the right of way issue, he’s now ten yards
and closing. He stops and I’m motionless. We are both still
on the path. Ten yards turns to five, then three, and then
he stops again.

Adventures in Wildlife Photography
The goal on any hunt is to enjoy the thrill of the hunt and
the overall experience whether you fill your tag or not. In
my own previous hunts when I’ve come home and had to
“eat tag soup”, I can assure you that it takes time to get
over the disappointment of coming home light. The feeling
slowly goes away and the thoughts of the adventure do
take over. On my hunts I’ve gotten into the habit of paying
attention to the scenery, landscapes and sheer beauty of
the wilderness. These visions stick with me for as long as
an awesome hunt does.
The same is true on what I refer to as “photo safaris”. This
is when I go out in “hunt mode” for that great camera shot.
In my recommendations for photography, I mentioned to
always carry multiple camera batteries. The following is a
photo safari that went wrong, when I broke my own rule.
Believe me, the end result was just as painful as missing a
6 x 6 bull elk or a 180 class ram. It still bothers me today.
This particular event took place over ten years ago in the
Rubies. My wife accompanied me on this trip and we were
high up on the mountain. After an afternoon of searching
for sheep, we headed back in the direction of the truck. My
wife continued on in the direction of the trailhead parking
area, and I stayed on the mountain just a bit longer.
After a few minutes of glassing, I found a small herd of
about twenty sheep north of my location approximately
four hundred yards away. They were feeding and moving
in a northerly direction away from me. I found a narrow
game path that traversed the steep slope and began an
attempt to catch up to them. I observed one of the rams
leave the group and start to walk down the mountain
and disappear into a small aspen grove. I decided to
keep walking toward the group. Due to the terrain, I was
not making much progress in closing the distance. The
realization hit me that a good shot wasn’t going to happen
as good photo light was fading fast. I decided to walk back
on the trail and get back to the trail head before it got too
dark and much colder.

We are now just about nine feet from one another and
still on the trail. At this point rather than play game path
chicken, I step off the path just enough to give him room
to pass by. Now the way is clear. He doesn’t move and is
posing like he wants his picture taken - if only I could! I’m
not moving and he is not moving. Now what? What would
you do in this situation? I decide to be chivalrous and I take
my hat off and in a grand gesture I sweep my hat as if to
show him he could now proceed unabated. In a matter of
seconds that is exactly what he did walking past me as if
he didn’t have a care in the world and I wasn’t even there.
What a lost photo opportunity! Whenever I think of that
day, I just want to kick myself. He was so close, his horns
could have made contact with me if I hadn’t leaned away
from him. So please remember - battery, battery and all
the more batteries the better.
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Come Experience the
Burden of Success

COUNT ON THE

EXPERTS.
As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.
To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative:
Steve Hooch Green 593.341.6485,
sgreen@ritchiebros.com

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Savannah Safaris
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

rbauction.com

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 38th annual banquet sponsor.
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Dillinger River Outfitters
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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WHEELS AND TIRES
FOR PERFORMANCE
AND GOOD LOOKS!
YOUR NORTHERN NEVADA LES SCHWAB TIRE
CENTERS ARE GIVING AWAY A WHEEL AND TIRE
PACKAGE VALUED UP TO $2500.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Les Schwab
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NB Ewes

By Kristie Marchese

Happy New Year from the Ewes! This
winter has been full of a few service
projects mixed in with the fun of the
holidays and all the other NGO dinners
and conventions we support. The
Ewes started off December with one
of our most favorite service projects:
Wreaths Across America. If you have
not been a volunteer at this event yet,
you may want to put it in your calendar
for next year. It is truly an honor to
give our veterans a little thank you by
laying wreaths on their headstones. The event goes very quickly, is usually cold, but
the warmth we get from this service project is incomparable. Our next event was
the Reno Rodeo Denim Drive, which provides new clothing to abused, neglected
and abandoned children who have experienced the unimaginable in 14 Northern
Nevada counties. Jennifer and Michelle helped organize and fold clothing for the
event. If you are interested in helping out next year at either event please let us
know.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Little Waldorf
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor
12 NORTHERN NEVADA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

MINI ACTION - BIG BITE
BULLETS NEVER LIE
Compact, lightweight and eﬃcient
12% shorter action for quick follow up shots

Next, the Ewes got to have a little fun with some of our friends at the Wild Sheep
Ladies Luncheon. Not only were we the best dressed, but we had the most fun. There
were no competitions this year; however, our own Casey Zweifel won the “guess how
many candies are in the jar” contest. Let’s just say she’ll be packing off her big game
in style from now on.

Available in .204 Ruger, .222 Rem.,
.223 Rem & now 7.62x39 & 6.5 Grendel
H.A.C.T. two-stage, adjustable trigger

It’s the time of year for all NBU
volunteers to get down to the
banquet planning, we are hard
at work making baskets for the
ladies’ raffle. If you have any
donations or empty baskets, we
would love to have them. Also,
if you do not have a ticket, but
would like to volunteer at one of
our raffles please contact us, we
would love the help. If we don’t
see you at the banquet, don’t be
afraid to join us on one of the
guzzler projects. It’s a chance to
be outside and help sheep.

M.O.A Guarantee
Lifetime Warranty
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Legacy Sports
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Following the Denim Drive, a few
of the Ewes were blessed to be a
part of a sheep transplant outside
of Winnemucca. If you have not
been on a trap and transplant,
then you are truly missing a once
in a lifetime experience. Lydia
described the event, “There are no
words to describe the incredible
feeling of being a part of a sheep
capture. This is how we continue
to keep sheep populations in Nevada healthy and sustainable. Events like this truly
demonstrate Nevada sportsmen’s dollars hard at work. Thank you to all the donors
and volunteers that made this event such a success story.”

LEARN MORE AT:

WWW.LEGACYSPORTS.COM

Thank you for all your support!
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O U R S P E C I A LT Y I S

Recipe by Remi Warren

Variety…

We will be highlighting game recipes every journal issue. If you have a recipe that you would like to share, please email
Lydia Peri at peri.lydia@gmail.com.

Like this recipe? Check out more recipes
from Remi and others in The Wild
Kitchen Volume 3. You can purchase this
cookbook at www.wildernessathlete.com

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Blend Catering and Tholl Fence
as 38th Annual Banquet Sponsors
B I G O R SMAL L , W E C ATE R TH E M AL L !
• Galas, Parties, Gatherings
• Corporate Functions
• Weddings & Showers

Kalua style venison or wild pork
Ingredients:
2 lbs of banana leaves (these can be ordered on amazon or found at a local Asian grocery)
2 tablespoons of coconut oil
Seasoning salt
Liquid Smoke (optional for added flavor)
Coarse salt (to taste, after cooking)

• Pop-ups, Drop-offs
• Way, Way More!

B L E N D C AT E R I N G R E N O . C O M

Items Needed: Crockpot or similar slow cooker
Cuts: This can be made with both wild pork as well as deer or antelope. I like using the bone in front
shoulder the best. The more connective tissue the better it holds moisture. Another good option is a roast
from the hind quarter about 6 pounds or so. An elk or deer neck roast is also another good cut for this
preparation.
Cook: Salt the pork shoulder or venison roast liberally with a seasoning salt (regular table salt could be used
instead as well.
Put 1 tablespoon of coconut oil in a large pan, heat on high. Once hot, brown the salted shoulder in the pan.
Lay out the banana leaves so they overlap each other. You will only need enough to wrap the meat. Make
sure to wash the leaves off and pat dry before cooking with them.
Remove browned meat and place in the center of the banana leaves. Place the
remaining coconut oil inside the leaves with the meat. Pour any oil left from the
browning, directly into the crockpot.
Wrap up the meat inside the leaves and place in the crockpot. Add a few dashes of
liquid smoke to meat before wrapping in leaves.

If you like the idea of a wild game luau but
don’t like the idea of having to dig a pit
in your backyard and invest a whole day
tending a fire and roasting your dinner
underground, this is a short cut with very
similar results.

Cover the crockpot with a lid and cook.
There are two options for cooking: you can go on low overnight or on high for approximately 5- 6 hours.
The meat is done when it shreds easily with a fork. Remove meat from the slow cooker and start slicing and shredding while hot.
Once cooked salt to taste.
This dish is best served with diced pineapple over white rice. For more flavor add a soy, teriyaki, or Thai sweet chili sauce to your rice bowl.

Supports
Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

800-400-1610

20 Locations Serving
Northern & Southern Nevada
NBUGratefully
Gratefully Acknowledges
___________
NBU
Acknowledges
AHERN
a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor
as aas38th
Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Gerber
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor
35

Youth IN THE FIELD

Carter and
Daisy Teel

2019 camp applications
are now open for the
Maison T Ortiz Youth
Outdoor Skills Camp!
This two-and-a-half-day
event near Pyramid Lake
is designed to immerse
youths
in
outdoor
skills training and a fun overnight camping
experience. Camp is scheduled for July 19-21,
2019. Go to www.mtoyouthoutdoorskills.com
for more information.

Word Search
Trevor Hyde, Avery Paul and Carter
Paul. This was Carter’s first deer
taken with a muzzleloader

Braden, Caleb
and Stephen
Schroder

We love seeing what our youth are
up to! Please send us your photos
to peri.lydia@gmail.com
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Malachi and
Nayeli Wise
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We would like to look back and honor the members,
volunteers and donors that NBU has lost. We would like to
thank them for their devout dedication to NBU and their
support for Nevada’s wildlife.

Joe Freshman
February 4th, 1962 – December 2nd, 2018

The Dick Kindred Volunteer for Wildlife Award is in honor of the late Dick Kindred. Dick was a great family
man, a friend to many, a wonderful Nevadan, and a passionate supporter of the NBU, wildlife and habitat.
NBU is pleased to perpetuate this award in his name. Each year the NBU board selects an individual who
demonstrates the passion that Dick Kindred had for Nevada’s wildlife and habitat and the commitment to NBU
and the projects we complete with volunteer assistance. This year NBU would like to recognize Joe Freshman as
the 2018 Kindred Award recipient! Joe was a passionate sportsman, and NBU volunteer.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges African Arrow
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Joe passed away peacefully on December 2, 2018 surrounded by his family after putting up a courageous fight
against brain cancer. He leaves behind his wife Christy, and his sons, Tanner, Taylor, and daughter in-law
Alexandra. Joe was born in Carson City, NV, to father Joseph and mother Catherine and raised in Sparks. He
grew up in a large, loving family with three sisters and one brother. He graduated from Edward C. Reed High
School where he met his wife of 35 years.
Joe worked many years as Branch Manager for Preferred Pump and Equipment. His dog
Gurtie was his faithful and loyal sidekick, even going to work with him every day. He
had a love for the outdoors and enjoyed hunting, fishing and camping. He was an active
volunteer with the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited; helping to improve the habitat for all the
wildlife that was such a big part of his life. He lived for his family, always wanting them to
be a part of everything he was doing.
Joe was determined to not let this illness dictate to him how he was going to live his life.
Last year while going through his chemo and radiation treatments, Joe still managed
to attend and help complete two guzzler projects. NBU would like the thank Joe for his
dedication to NBU and Nevada’s wildlife.
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Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?

Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU Today!
Over the last thirty-eight years, NBU has grown
to become the largest grass roots volunteer
sportsmen’s organization in Nevada, and quite
possibly the country! Through the support of our
members, NBU has raised millions of dollars and
logged literally thousands of volunteer hours to
benefit Nevada’s wildlife. In the past five years
alone, NBU has funded and actively participated in
numerous big game capture, relocation and survey
projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild
horse control, made equipment and repair donations
essential to NDOW, participated in disease outbreak
and prevention programs, funded wildlife research
including bighorn sheep, mountain goats, elk, mule
deer and sage grouse studies, supported sound
science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and
fishing forums, as well as participated in numerous
range restoration projects.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Scheels
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to
Nevada currently having well over 11,000 bighorn
sheep within our borders. That is more bighorn
sheep than any other state in the lower 48! NBU
has been largely responsible for transplanting

bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in
Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not
only about wild sheep! Through the donations
and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased
opportunities to hunt big and small game animals,
as well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife
experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different
ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in
the Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to
the Annual Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering
your time one day a year on a project sponsored by
NBU to perpetuate the mission of the organization;
and finally (4) By joining using the application form
on the adjacent page or via our website at http://
NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect
and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for
sportsmen, outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts for this
and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited & Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
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~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Wildlife
Revolutions
as a 38th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Quality, custom designed trophies with
a six month turnaround. Visit our website
to view more of our custom sheep.
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| (775) 527-1614 | wildliferevolutions.com

