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~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~

EDITOR’S LETTER

NBU Journal
is published
quarterly by:

Hopefully everyone’s hunting season has been enjoyable and you’ve had a chance
to get out and enjoy some of Nevada’s wildlife. The fall tends to slow down as water
development and fencing projects for NBU are a little ways off, so this journal has a
wrap up of some recent projects and also features some different hunt stories from NBU
members. There is some youth deer hunt photos and storys, a write up by the successful
Silver State Tag winner, and some other great hunt stories featured.
Trap and transplant this season has been slower than many of us are used to, however it
sounds like there may be a small California Bighorn transplant coming up in December.
There was about 70 Desert Bighorn Sheep taken out of the Muddy Mountains in
November and there has been multiple disease surveillance efforts lately. Check out the
2014 overview in this edition of the journal for a full detail on some of the different efforts.
The 2014 elections are over and naturally there has been change in the different public
offices. NBU will continue to be active with the new and old faces in public office around
the state to ensure sportsmen’s rights and habitat are protected. Larry Johnson did a
quick write up of NBU’s involvement on feral horse litigation.
It’s hard to believe that the 2015 Banquet is around the corner in spring. The banquet
tickets were just printed and are in the hands of the NBU directors. This year we will be
continuing the Early Bird raffle for table purchasers who buy their tickets before the end
of 2014. The winner of the Early Bird raffle will receive a pair of Leica HD Field Glasses.
Also this year we are trying to encourage more gun donors; any person who buys an
NBU gun donation will receive a book of general raffle tickets for the 2015 banquet. Last
year was one of the best banquets in NBU history, and we expect this year to be another
sellout and great night for wildlife.
The volunteers at banquet time are a huge reason for the success of the banquet. There
is a ton of set up before the banquet, so if you have time, pleaes come down to the
Peppermill in the days before the banquet to help volunteer. Also the break-down of the
banquet is just as big a task, so if you can spare a few hours to help on the front or back
end of the banquet, we appreciate it!
Lastly, Tom Pellett is in charge of the Wall of Heads, this is a great feature of taxidermy
and for the people at the banquet to see, so if you have shoulder mounts you would like
to see featured on the wall, please contact Tom Pellett at tom@pelletconstruction.net or
775-690-9029.
Have a great end of the hunting season and thanks for your
continued support to NBU.
Tom Fennell
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If NBU has a slow season, it is the
Autumn months. We’re not in pre- or
post-banquet mode, guzzler season
is still a couple of months away, and
we’re waiting to help NDOW trap and transplant sheep. This
usually works out pretty well since many of our volunteers and
directors enjoy being out in the boonies during Fall anyway.
This year is particularly quiet for us, as NDOW has largely put
the brakes on 2014 transplant efforts. They continue to try to get
their hands and minds around the risk of connectivity between
Nevada’s various sheep herds and the mountain ranges they
call home. What this means for NBU is that we’re on standby,
assisting only with efforts to trap, evaluate, collar and re-release
sheep in areas where NDOW seeks more data. While this relative
inactivity feels weird to some of us NBU veterans, we’re as
interested in the scientific findings as anyone, and the plain facts
are that we will not be transplanting sheep anywhere in Nevada
until NDOW feels it’s prudent.
You transplant junkies can take heart in the news that over
70 Desert Bighorns were successfully trapped in the Muddy
Mountains and transplanted out of state in recent weeks. We
also have our fingers crossed that a small-ish translocation of
California Bighorns will take place in Northern Nevada before
year’s end. Stay tuned for details on that.
In the meantime, we look forward to building water developments
in a few months, and are focused on lower-profile issues such as
legislation, sportsmen’s rights, and control of wild/feral horses.
Many of us would love to see progress during the upcoming
legislative session on an amendment to Nevada’s Constitution,
guaranteeing the right of Nevadans to hunt, fish, and trap. If you
know anything about how this works, you know that it’s a long,
painstakingly slow road. We’re willing to invest our time and your
money toward this effort, but we’ll all need to be patient and keep
our eye on the long game.

Page 28
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Hello To All,
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do not hesitate to contact me if any questions arise.
the Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp in the near future,
and we’ll be organizing multiple volunteer efforts in January.

Sincerely,

Until next time, thanks for your continued support.

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited

Jeffrey
G. Turnipseed
Jeff Turnipseed
President
President
775.323.1177
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
E‐Mail: info@nevadabighornsunlimited.org
P.S. I hope to see you at an upcoming NBU project or event!

~ Sportsmen Working for the Future of Ne

Speaking of sportsmen’s rights, it’s no secret that we have fewer
now than we ever have. The percentage of the population that
hunts, traps, or fishes is shrinking, meaning it can be difficult
to defend ourselves against an “uninformed majority”. This is
particularly true in the political arena, where well-organized,
well-funded, and persistent anti-‘s thrive. Those who claim to
be society’s most tolerant souls seem unable to tolerate people
recreating differently than themselves, and the result is that
sportsmen are constantly on the defense. NBU hopes to team
up with other conservation organizations in the coming months

5

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Want to put sheep on the mountain?

Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-four years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having well over 10,000 bighorn sheep within our
borders. That is more bighorn sheep than any other state
in the lower 48! NBU has been largely responsible for

transplanting bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges
in Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not only about
wild sheep! Through the donations and participation from
concerned sportsmen and sportswomen such as you, NBU has
increased opportunities to hunt big and small game animals, as
well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Make sure you’re signed up for the volunteer email list!
Volunteers get immediate notification of upcoming:
• Guzzler Projects
• Trap and Transplant Projects
• Habitat Improvement Projects
• Youth and Education Events
Email us at:

volunteer@nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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Mason Valley Hunt Club
Yerington, NV

www.masonvalleyhuntclub.com
Tony Reviglio
(775) 741-4447
Marty Howard
(775) 722-4163

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Mason Valley Hunt Club
as a 35th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges

The Little Waldorf is located
next to the University of Nevada at:
1661 N. Virginia Street
Reno, NV 89503
Phone: (775) 337-9255
Fax: (775) 337-9250
www.lilwal.com

as a 35th Annual Banquet Sponsor
Representatives for these great manufacturers:

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges The Little Waldorf
as a 35th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Editors Note: We are going to try and do something new in the journal and feature
outdoor pictures sent in by NBU members and supporters in the journal. Feel free
to email us a picture of you in your NBU gear for this new section of the journal.
Emails can be sent to tfennell@dicksoncg.com

First deer for NBU Member Jake Higgins

Madisyn Murray, 12 yrs old, 382 yard shot area 6

NBU Member Andy MacKay’s son’s deer

Wild Horse Litigation

By Larry Johnson

After decades of enduring the adverse impacts from the
overpopulation of wild (feral) horses in Nevada, the Nevada
Association of Counties (NACO) filed a lawsuit in federal
court early this year in an attempt to force the control of
feral horse populations. Nevada Bighorns Unlimited – Reno
(NBU) was added as a plaintiff joining NACO, The Nevada
Farm Bureau, and private ranching interests. This is one
of the few times that those of us who use and love the land
have taken legal action, since we have always raised and
expended funds on the resource, not on litigation. This is a
first for us.
The lawsuit simply asks the Bureau of Land Management
to manage feral horses as required by the 1971 Wild
Horse and Burro Protection Act and its 1973 amendment.
It is always disappointing to observe how agencies and
administrations selectively choose which laws to enforce
and which to ignore based upon political correctness,
opinions of special interests, and personal agendas. In
all fairness to the BLM, their efforts to control feral horse
populations have been continually eroded by congressional
budget limitations and litigation by animal-rights groups.

The bottom line is that NBU will continue to stand up for
what is right when it comes to Nevada’s wildlife. We put
our money and sweat equity where it really counts. We will
keep our members apprised.

BLM has a number of management tools available to control
feral horse populations, but their layers of bureaucratic
requirements bog down common sense approaches
to essentially neuter the program. Since BLM horse
specialists, range specialists, and even past BLM directors
agree that overpopulation of feral horses is a great threat
to rangeland health, it is difficult to believe that we will not
prevail in court. But then again, some recent court decisions
defy our simple logic. A federal judge is now considering
several motions so we won’t know the next step until late
winter or early spring.

NBU member Matt Jeannes with new
NBU Member!

KyleTurnipseed Area 16

Scooter Mentaberry with a Nevada Elk

Kyler Cavin, 14 yrs old, in area 7
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Troy Means with a great NV Buck
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WELCOME TO

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Wayne Comstock & Nevada Taxidermy
as a 35th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Scheels as a
34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
Thank you members for
your support of the NBU

2015 Events Calendar
Friday, April 10, 2015

35th Annual NBU Banquet						

July 17-19th 2015		

Maison T. Ortiz Youth Skills Camp			

2015 Guzzlers			

Scheduling in progress, check the NBU website for upcoming dates

Peppermill Casino, Reno NV

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

For more information about upcoming events, volunteer opportunities or the NBU annual banquet,
please contact any Board member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org and
the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.

1200 SCHEELS DRIVE • SPARKS, NV • 775.331.2700
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FALL 2014 NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE’S BIGHORN SHEEP CAPTURES FOR:
Pre-translocation Herd Health Screening
Disease Surveillance
Survival and Dispersal Monitoring
Translocations
Research and Experimentation
10/13/14
Muddy Mountains – herd is adjacent to River Mountains that
is exposed to Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae (M.ovi), one of the
primary pathogens involved in the pneumonia complex. There
were 20 ewes and rams captured and sampled and a subset
of them were collared to allow for resampling of same animals
over time. The objective is to sample a percentage of the herd
to screen for the presence of M. ovi. and other pathogens
associated with pneumonia complex in bighorn sheep prior to
using the herd as source stock for translocations as has been
recommended in the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies, Wildlife Health Committee 2014 Bighorn Sheep Herd
Health Monitoring Guidelines.

Department of Fish and Wildlife was conducted. The focus
is on desert bighorn herds that occupy mountain ranges or
complexes that geographically span both states and where
interstate movement of rams has been suspected or confirmed
by genetic or disease profiling. This includes herds in California’s
Death Valley National Park, Mojave National Preserve and other
herds within BLM and USFS managed lands, and associated
Nevada herds from the Last Change Range (near Pahrump) to
the Newberry Mountains (near Laughlin). Captures in the Spring
Range and Last Chance Range on 10/14/14 were conducted as
an extension of the initial disease surveillance which occurred in
fall 2013. A total of 11 rams and ewes were captured for disease
sampling and 6 satellite collars deployed on rams.
There were also 5 bighorns captured in the Bare Mountains for
herd health screening for potential use as source stock in future
translocations.
10/15-16/14
A concerted effort was made this fall to conduct disease
surveillance in all bighorn herds that make up the large

metapopulation of interconnected mountain ranges in Esmeralda
and Mineral Counties. A total of 40 rams and ewes were
captured, sampled, and 13 rams received satellite collars in the
Monte Cristo and Silver Peak Ranges, Volcanic Hills, Gabbs
Valley and Gillis Ranges and Pilot Mountain. Additional mountain
ranges not sampled this week would be sampled in November
2014.
In addition to this disease surveillance effort, 5 bighorn were
capture and sampled in the Sheep Creek Range for herd health
NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 4

11/4-5/14
To help us reduce the Muddy Mountains bighorn herd closer
a sustainable management level and to assist Utah Division
of Wildlife Resources in restoring desert bighorn to southern
Utah, 71 animals were captured from the Muddy Mountains,
translocated, and released in the Grand Staircase Escalante
National Monument in Utah.

Then the small basecamp crew drove west to meet up with more
help from Hawthorne and Reno at the base of Miller Mountain,
where 4 bighorn from Miller Mountain and 2 from Candelaria
Hills were slung back to the basecamp, sampled, 2 additional
collars deployed, and all were slung back to their original capture
site by the helicopter crew and released. It is important to note
that 4 of these animals were recaptured from being translocated
in November 2013 to discern if they had been exposed to new
pathogens since they were released last fall. In addition, 1
bighorn ewe that was released on the north end of the Candelaria
Hills last year that had dispersed to Miller Mountain and then
across the large salt flat to the Monte Cristo Range was captured
and sampled.
The day ended with an additional 5 bighorn (4 recaptures) being
captured and sampled in the Excelsior Range.

11/6/14
Helicopter netgun capture crew, Native Range Inc., transitioned
to the Hot Creek Range to resample this herd that is adjacent
to the Pancake Range which suffered an all-age dieoff in 2011
and subsequent poor lamb recruitment through 2014. The crew
captured and sampled 3 rams (of which 2 received satellite
collars) and 3 ewes on the mountain.

11/7/14
The Native Range helicopter crew met up with Chris Hampson,
field biologist for Northern Washoe County, in the Hays Canyon
Range, where 3 ewes and 2 rams were captured, sampled, and
collared (all with satellite collars). The sampling and movement/
dispersal information of the animals is needed information prior to
the proposed augmentation of the Hays Canyon Range scheduled
for next year.

On Lone Mountain west of Tonopah, 5 bighorns were captured
and sampled to increase sample size after discovering the
presence M. ovi. from a 2013 hunter-harvested ram and 3 animals
harvested for targeted disease sampling back in April 2014. Two
satellite collars were deployed on young rams which have a
propensity to go on long distance forays or “walk abouts”.

10/14/14
Continued disease surveillance, monitoring and ram dispersal
as part of an ongoing collaborative project with California
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screening for use as source stock for the proposed translocation
to the Massacre Rim later this fall.

11/8/14
On Saturday, to take advantage of cleared airspace on the Naval
Air Station, desert bighorn associated with the metapopulation
east of Fallon were captured and sampled to learn more about
how they rebounded well from the all-age dieoff in 2007. Three
separate basecamps (with volunteers that were kept quite busy!)
were established with a total of 19 rams and ewes (10 satellite
and VHF collars deployed on both gender) captured in the Sand
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Springs Range, Slate Mountain, Fairview Range, and Monte
Cristo Mountain.

FREE Lifetime Tire
& Mileage Care
• Free Flat Tire Repairs
• Free Tire Rotations
• Free Tire Rebalancing
• Free Air Checks
• Free Brake and
Alignment Checks

FREE WITH EVERY PASSENGER CAR
AND LIGHT TRUCK TIRE PURCHASE

• Hundreds of Les
Schwab Locations to
Serve You

FREE Peace of Mind Tire Protection

Whatever the road throws at you, from potholes to nails —
any road hazard — we guarantee you’re protected.
11/9/14
All day Sunday was spent in the Santa Rosa Range capturing
California bighorn sheep. Since the 2003-2004 all-age dieoff in
the Santa Rosa Range with an estimated loss of 120 bighorn
or more, there have been translocations of bighorn from source
herds that were known to not harbor the pathogen M. ovi. The
Santa Rosa Range is essentially a large, “in the wild” experiment
where translocated and dispersing animals that are naïve to M.
ovi. have interacted with resident animals known to have past
exposure to M. ovi. We hope to study the distribution and spread
of the various pathogens and the performance of various bighorn
subherds throughout the entire mountain range. On Sunday a
total of 18 rams and ewes were captured and sampled (8 satellite
collars deployed) from the following areas: Calico Mountain,
Hinkey Summit, Andorno/Peterman Creeks, Sawtooth Mountain,
and the Eight/Three Mile drainages.
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Visit www.LesSchwab.com
to find the store nearest you.
OVER 455 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WEST
NBU Greatefully Acknowledges Les Schwab as a
34th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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select your Gsco/nbu membershiP sPecial
 Half-price GSCO Membership for $30 (Save $30!) and FREE 3-Day Pass to the GSCO 2015 Slam Quest Convention.
 GSCO Membership ($30), Slam Quest Crew Membership* ($25) and FREE 3-Day Pass to the GSCO 2015 Slam Quest Convention.
 GSCO Membership ($30) and Slam Quest Crew Membership* ($25)
 I would ONLY like a GSCO Membership ($30).
*You must be between 18 and 39 years of age to be a Slam Quest Crew Member. Please visit www.superslam.org/slamquest for official rules.

member contact information
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________
City __________
____
____________________________________ State/Province ______________________________________
Zip/Postal Code ______
_______________________________ Country ___________________________________________
Email _____
__________________________________________ Phone ______________
________________________________

Payment method
 Enclosed is a check made payable in U.S. dollars to GSCO:  $30 (GSCO Membership)  $55 (GSCO and Slam Quest Crew Memberships)
 I am sending this form, please charge my credit card:  Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover
Credit Card # __________________________________________ ___ Expiration Date ______ _____________ Security Code ____________
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DON DORSEY - SHEEP HUNT 2014
Tag: Nevada’s Silver State Tag
Species: Nelson Desert Bighorn – Ram
Guide: Hide N Seek Outfitters
Location: Black Mountains, Nevada

After many, many years of trying to draw desert bighorn sheep
tag in State of Nevada, not only did I draw a sheep tag, I drew the
coveted Silver State Tag. To my surprise the tag included a bonus
package with items donated by: Nevada Bighorns Unlimited; The
Wild Sheep Foundation and the Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn.

up for seven full day hunts in the steep and rocky mountain
ranges of southern Nevada. We would start out early before
the sun came up, bouncing along in James’ Polaris Ranger and
stopping at every change in the mountain topography to scan
for sheep. James and other members of Lupe’s crew spotted a
number of big rams that we were able to analyze for mass and
length. I was amazed by their ability to spot sheep. I don’t know
how many times they said “Don, don’t shoot that one”. These
guys are all a special breed dedicated to the preservation of the
desert bighorn sheep and if they are not hunting they are out
spotting sheep for the challenge and enjoyment.

Being a first time sheep
hunter I was fortunate
to be hunting with
Lupe Gallegos’ Hide N
Seek Outfitters. James
Bradshaw, one of the
guides, and I teamed
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I joined each of the sheep organizations mentioned above
in an effort to pay back their generosity and work toward the
conservation of the bighorn sheep.

heavy thick chromed horns with a unique form, James said “that’s
Grandpa” a sheep they had seen over the years and named.
Awesome, this is “My Ram”. So I steadied my aim waiting for the
broad side opportunity, when suddenly I was overwhelmed by my
body’s reaction. This has not happened since I took aim at my
first mule deer buck 40 years ago, “BUCK/RAM FEVER”. My heart
almost jumped out of my chest and I could not catch my breath. I
jerked a shot and saw rock and dust fly up at least 3 feet left and
short of the ram. The ram trotted off and stopped onto the sky line
to take a long look at us before dropping off out of site.

The bonus package included a Browning X-Bolt .300 WM with
Zeiss scope, Minox binoculars and spotting scope, head to toe
Sitka Gear and Kennetrek guide boots. While Lupe Gallegos
of Hide N Seek Outfitters and Mark Lane of White River Guide
Service donated in a fully guided hunt. In addition, Eric Gould of
Artistic Wildlife Taxidermy donated a full body mount. Wow!
I have spent the last 40 years hunting deer, elk and antelope
and wasn’t sure how to hunt desert bighorn. My first scouting
experience was on a
hot summer’s day in the
McCullough Range that
proved to be an eye
opener to the physical
demands of sheep
hunting. We spotted
seven rams and fifteen
ewes that day and I
was physically spent.

topped horns standing on a rock outcropping with his head
held high and his eyes right on us. I was trying not to look at
the horns as I put my cross hairs on the ram (no buck/ram
fever this time) and squeezed the trigger. The ram turned to
the left and took three steps, “I thought I missed him”. I bolted
in another round just as the ram tumbled down the steep
slope and came to rest 40 yards below the out cropping.
What an experience! Thank you all !

At my first shooting opportunity, I was hunting with Dennis Logan
and James when we spotted three rams crossing the mountain
face in the late afternoon. When the rams dropped off, out of
sight, into a small saddle we moved toward them. A ewe busted
us and two of the rams bolted over the mountain ridge. To our
surprise,
the biggest
ram
stayed
behind
and
topped a
rocky ridge
about
300 yards
facing
us head
on. This
ram had

On the 7th day, Brian Patterson, James, Dennis and I teamed
up to hunt the Black Mountains. The weather had snapped a few
days earlier from the hot liquid draining temperatures to cooler
more comfortable days. This morning was cool with large white
clouds moving slowly across a deep blue sky. About an hour into
the hunt, Brian spotted 3 rams a mile away feeding across the
mountain’s steep rocky face. We could not tell how big they were,
but one looked interesting, so James and I loaded our packs and
took off to see if we could get a better look. Dennis and Brian
located a ridge nearby to monitor the rams’ movement and we
worked out hand signals to communicate. Working our way up a
wash and crossing a couple of ridges we spotted a lone ram, but
it wasn’t the ram we were looking for. We realized that the ridges
had blended together from our original spot a mile away and we
needed to cross another ridge. So we stumbled, slid and climbed
to the next ridge. James peeked over the ridge and suddenly
raised his hand and signaled me to stop in my tracks. James
motioned me up slowly and said we have 3 rams at 130 yards and
“THEY KNOW WE ARE HERE” (my heart jumped). He said the
one in the middle is a really big ram. So I crawled to the top of the
ridge and inched over to see a big ram with large curved chromed

Editors Note: NBU, WSF, and Fraternity of The Desert Bighorn
donated a bonus package to the winner including a Browning
X-Bolt .300 WM with Zeiss scope, Minox binoculars and spotting
scope, head to toe Sitka Gear and Kennetrek guide boots.
Hopefully the gear helped!
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DANNY’S MOOSE

By Larry Johnson and Danny Price
I have some very strict prerequisites in selection of my hunting
partners developed over many decades of trial and error.
1. He’s got to be a really nice guy to put up with an old, cranky
guy like me. A good sense of humor is mandatory.
2. He’s got to be very physically tough and strong – my hunts are
typically in the roughest country far from roads, so he’s got to be
able to pack my broken carcass off the mountain.
3. He’s got to be mentally tough and maintain a positive attitude
regardless what Murphy’s Law or Mother Nature throws at us.

Through our many adventures, one animal has eluded Danny, an
Alaskan Moose. Oh we tried unsuccessfully on a fly-in drop camp
north of Dillingham, but were foiled by record high temperatures
which made the bulls forget about the rut and hide all day in the
deepest thickets. They totally ignored our most seductive cow
imitations. The only memorable thing about that trip was the fresh
grizzly bear tracks over the top of ours every day, several times
directly in front of our camp – makes one step lively!

It’s never all drudgery; we still took time to wing shoot ptarmigan
and fish for grayling. Along with moose tenderloin, the fish and
fowl were transformed into some mighty fine eating. The last day
we were treated to a sow grizzly with both a yearling cub and this
year’s cub slowly ambling up the other side of the river towards
the moose remains. Luckily she didn’t show up earlier while we
were still packing meat.

The mountain scenery was truly spectacular, full of autumn colors
blanketing steep hillsides and river bottoms. Scattered cliffs
and spruce patches between great expanses of tundra made
for interesting and challenging glassing. This drainage was just
across a low divide from the Yukon River. Historic remains of
the Klondike mining era could be seen along the rivers where
sourdough miners would winter and resupply themselves by dog
teams from the nearest outpost over 100 miles away. The rotted
remains of a miner’s log cabin were just downstream from our
camp; a partially intact dog sled leaned against a spruce tree
whose limbs had grown intertwined through the sled runners. A
crashed bush plane lay scattered out on the mountainside 1-1/2
miles above camp.

We then booked a Caribou drop camp southeast of Fairbanks
in which we not only had Caribou running by camp, but also two
great bull moose less than one-half mile away, but alas, moose
season had not opened yet. So we returned the second week of
September this year loaded for moose. Only Danny had a moose
tag since I have taken a few in the past, and trust me, one 1,200 –
1,600 pound bull moose goes a long, long way!
We flew into a stream terrace landing strip that had most of
the bushes removed and the larger boulders rolled aside. In
the Super Cub we were limited to 70 pounds of food and gear
NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 4

some are soft and springy and others are hard and will support
your weight and you just don’t know which. Danny is as strong
as a bull and me, well I’m just too damn dumb to know any better
and just put my head down and plod on and on.

Back home we wound up with 640 pounds of some of the finest
meat known to man. Blisters and sore muscles go away, and
more important, the memories of a great hunt with your best
buddy will last us a lifetime!

With all of this in
mind, it was a match
made in heaven
when fellow NBU
director Danny Price
and I started hunting
together many years
ago. In addition to
a bunch of hunts
together in Nevada,
we’ve hunted Dall
sheep, caribou, and
moose in Alaska;
Stone sheep in British
Columbia, Ibex and Marco Polo sheep in Kyrgyzstan, doves in
Uruguay and on and on. We greatly prefer to hunt without a
guide and with our own gear, one-on-one with nature. We’ve
huddled together for days and nights in a tiny mountain tent
(which leaked) on the top of the Talkeetna Range sharing a single
paperback book novel. We’ve lamented over frost-bitten toes
(his were serious) at 30 degrees below zero Fahrenheit along the
northwestern China border. We have shared extreme physical
exertion, the harshest of conditions, the proverbial thrill of victory
and the agony of defeat – in short, everything that etches the
details of a great hunt forever into your memory.
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that had to take us through any weather conditions for at least
a week (pick-up dates are subject to weather). You sit on your
pack clutching your rifle, with the pilot’s back within inches of
your nose. It is truly astounding where these pilots can set these
planes down and take off. We set up a comfortable base camp
and commenced to hunt the following day. We split up to allow
glassing more country and off we went.

On Alaskan hunts we typically check in with each other by radio
periodically, which is prudent since man is not necessarily at
the top of the food chain up there. Sure enough, Danny calls
a little after 5 pm and says “I really screwed up – I shot one.” I
congratulated him and inquired on just how he screwed up, until
I look at my Rhino GPS and see that he is all the way down the
little river we are camped on, across the main river, upstream
another 1-1/2 miles, and then up the mountain – a whopping 4-1/2
miles away! I would have given anything to have had my horse,
but then a bull moose is way bigger than my horse! Danny
dragged into camp at 3 am the next morning and, like a dutiful
buddy, I have a hot meal and hot drink waiting.
For the next 3-1/2 days we packed boned-out moose meat back
to camp. Every round trip was a little victory, no matter how much
it hurt. Carrying a heavy load through the tussocks of the tundra
is like walking between closely spaced five gallon buckets, except

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Castle Valley Outdoors
as a 35th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Tribute at Mineral County Guzzlers

Kincaid (Bill Moody) Guzzler Sign
Mable South Drinker Full 10-25-2014

Mable South Sign

Mable Mnt Drinker full 10-25-2014

Mable Mnt Tank Full 10-25-2014

Mable South Sign

Kincaid Guzzler Drinker down 16 inches

Pictures here include setting at 3 recent Mineral County Guzzler projects
on 10-25-14. A special Thank you to Mineral County Sportsman’s Club
President Robert Mathias and MCSC member Rick Hamrey for volunteering
their time to install the signage.
Thank you to all our guzzler volunteers!
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INTRODUCING THE
HOWA ZEISS PACKAGE

IT’S IN YOUR

MORNING COMMUTE.

© 2014 Cabela’s Inc.

PROUD PARTNER OF

IT’S IN YOUR NATURE.

TM

Included

Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

Proudly distributed by:

New for 2014 are the Howa Zeiss Terra 3X Packages.
Combining Howa’s exceptional accuracy with Zeiss’s
unsurpassed clarity, provides every hunter the ultimate
firearm of choice at a reasonable price.
THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN THE SHOOTING INDUSTRY.

LEGACYSPORTS.COM
|
NBU Journal . |
Volume
31 . Number 4
26 800.553.4229

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Legacy Sports
International as a 34th Annual Banquet Sponsor.
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The Core Values of the Camp are:

About the Camp
Why? - For the past 30 years, nationally and in Nevada, there has been a steady decline in the number of
youths who hunt, fish, or enjoy other forms of wildlife related outdoor recreational activities. This is supported
by statistics compiled by both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Nevada Department of
Wildlife. The conclusion is that a vast majority of Nevada’s youth has never even seen a sage-grouse, mule
deer, wild sheep, or pronghorn in the wild, enjoyed the thrill of a trout tugging on the end of their line, or seen
the rugged beauty that Nevada’s wild areas have to offer. In an effort to reverse this trend the Maison T Ortiz
Youth Outdoor Skills Camp was founded in 2011.

Who? - This Camp is named in honor and memory of Maison T Ortiz, a 15 year old Galena High School
student who tragically died in a snowboarding accident in January of 2011. Maison was a fifth generation
Nevadan who had an innate uncanny ability to connect with nature. He was representative of the best of
sportsmen and hunters and epitomizes the very type of youth embraced by the Founding Sponsors of this
event. It is his family's wish that deserving youths have the opportunity to develop similar passions as were
enjoyed and exemplified by Maison. Shortly after Maison’s death Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, Northern
Nevada Chapter of Safari Club International, and The Rotary Club of Sparks, Nevada through the Fred Searles
Trust (Founding Sponsors), collaborated with the Ortiz family to organize a Youth Camp to remember Maison
and address the glaring need to get more of our youth involved in wildlife related outdoor activities. The
Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) also joined the collaboration and actively participates in the camp.
The camp is governed by a Steering Committee made up of directors and members of the three Founding
Sponsors, Ortiz family and NDOW.
The M ission Statem ent of the Camp is:

Provide an interactive outdoor summer camp that engages youth in safe, responsible and fun wildlife related
recreational and conservation activities.
The objectives that drive this M ission are:
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•

Our Primary Focus - IT’S ALL ABOUT THE K IDS!

•

Honesty

•

Integrity

•

Leadership

•

Ethics

•

Sportsmanship

•

Organization

•

Teamwork

•

Respect

•

Accountability

What? - The Youth Outdoor Skills Camp is a 2 ½ day event that has been designed to give a full outdoor
skills training and an overnight camping experience. The primary focus is urban and rural children 11-14 years
of age who may not otherwise have many opportunities to experience Nevada’s outdoors and wildlife related
activities. Campers will be mentored and supervised during organized instructional activities by fully vetted
Adult Counselors as well as Youth Mentors who have attended previous camps. Organized instructional
activities will include: Safety Trail, Laser Shot, Rifle Range (.22 rifle safety and target shooting), Shotgun
Range (shotgun safety and target shooting), Archery Range (safety and shooting stationary and moving
targets), Fishing, Dutch Oven Cooking, Wilderness Survival, Useful Knots, Wildlife Calls, and Wildlife Tracks
and Identification. There will be additional hands-on instructional seminars as well as discretionary activities
available before and after organized instruction. Guest speakers will be featured each evening after dinner
and there will be plenty of fun around the campfire. Sleeping tents are segregated by gender and will have
four adult Camp Counselors as well as several Youth Mentors of the same gender present for supervision.
There will be at least one medical professional present at all times and several during the organized
instructional activities. All meals, snacks, drinks, outdoor activity supplies, tents, and sleeping bags with cots
are provided at no charge to the campers. In addition, there are also plans for alumni events following the
camp. The goal is to get our campers interested and keep them interested. For more information you can
view photos and short videos of past years’ camps on our website: w w w .m toyouthoutdoorskills.com .

When? - After four very successful camps in 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 the 2015 event will be held on July
17th, 18th and 19th. For information on how to apply, please visit our website:

•

Promoting individual and collective safety

•

Promoting sportsmanship and ethics

•

Promoting stewardship of private and public lands

•

Promoting knowledge and respect of wildlife and its habitat

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited – w w w .nevadabighornsunlim ited.org

•

Understanding the role of sportsmen and sportswomen in wildlife and habitat conservation

Northern Nevada Chapter of Safari Club International - w w w .nnsci.com

•

Continuation of our outdoor heritage

The Rotary Club of Sparks, NV - w w w .sparksrotary.org

NBU Journal . Volume 31 . Number 4

w w w .m toyouthoutdoorskills.com , or the websites of our three Founding Sponsors:
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Please return your completed applications to either of the addresses below. All applications must
be in our P.O. Box or email inbox by midnight on Saturday, April 25th, 2015

Where? - The location will again be Winnemucca Ranch located on Winnemucca Ranch Road off of the
Pyramid Lake Highway about 30 miles North of the Reno/Sparks metropolitan area.

If you have any questions about the camp, please contact us at:

Mailing Address:

or

E-mail Address:

M TOYOSC@gm ail.com

MTOYOSC
4790 Caughlin Parkway, #753
Reno, NV 89519-0907

THANK YOU 2014 PARTNERS AND SPONSORS
Strategic Partner:
Nevada Departm ent of W ildlife

Founding Sponsors:
Sparks R otary; Northern Nevada Chapter SCI; Nevada Bighorns Unlim ited;The M aison Ortiz Fund

Corporate Level Sponsors:
E.L. Cord Foundation; Nevada Record Book Foundation

Sustaining Level Sponsor:
W ild Sheep Foundation

Camp Level Sponsors:
Sonic Drive-In; W estern Nevada Supply; Derm ody Fam ily Foundation; Hart Foundation; Cabela's

Event Level Sponsors:
R ocky M ountain Elk Foundation; Carson Valley Chukar Club; R eno R odeo Foundation; Czyz's
Appliance; UNR Cast and Blast; Sierra Electronics; Truckee M eadow s Electric; Dianda Fam ily Trust

Campfire Level Sponsors:
R EM SA; Alan Tom ; Cam elot Party R entals; Sw ag Blue M oon; Adam sbuilt Fishing; Pinoccchio’s;
Napa Sonom a; UNR W SF Student Chapter; Forbes Enterprises; Scheel’s; Innerw est Advertising;
Lax alt and Nom ura-Dan Hayw ard; Clark and Sullivan Construction; A-Team Trash Hauling
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MY FIRST BUCK

GUZZLERS IN 2015

The 2015 Big Game Guzzler schedule is being formed now,
check the calender page at www.nevadabighornsunlmited.org
for upcoming project dates.

By Marek Hlubucek

The Pine Forest has been a special place to me since I was a little
kid, tagging along during chukar season. When I learned I drew
a deer tag there, I was worried we wouldn’t have many bucks to
choose from, but I was still really excited to be in this special part
of Nevada on a big camping trip with my dad.

WATER DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION
So what exactly is a water development (also referred to as
guzzlers)? Guzzlers are made out of metal, fiberglass or other
suitable materials and are built in areas where there is not
enough water to support wildlife without a supplemental water
sources. While guzzlers are built to primarily benefit big game and
upland bird species, they also provide a valuable source of water
for wildlife of all types and sizes. An “apron” structure collects
rainwater or snowmelt and stores it in tanks; the tanks then feed
the water to a drinker that can be accessed by wildlife. NDOW,
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have installed more than 1,600
guzzlers throughout Nevada.

My family believes you need a complete education to hunt big
game. At 13, I have a lot of bird hunting, fishing and camping
skills. I’ve been through hunter safety, and I practice shooting a
variety of firearms. But that doesn’t mean I can just have myself a
buck. In fact, last year on my first deer hunt, I came home empty
handed.
We hunted four days in the Pine Forest during my school break. I
was allowed to drink soda and eat junk food every day, because
we were in hunting camp. So I did my best not to complain about
the long, steep stalks that went wrong. It was a full moon and
there were lots of hunters, and we were seeing a lot of threepoints. I was getting discouraged.
Finally, we got into a situation with a lot of cover and the wind
in our favor. I got within 300 yards of the deer I hoped to claim.
When I finally pulled the trigger, it was like there was nothing else
in the world besides me and the deer.

o 775.826.6810
f 775.826.6811
6770 S. McCarran Blvd.
Reno, NV 89509
"An independently owned and operated Office"

“We are absolutely committed to providing exceptional personal
service to our clients. We don’t just pay lip service to our internal
mission statement: ‘To create clients for life through the finest
service’. It is Harcourts heart and soul, and is fundamental to the
positive attitude and success of our people.”
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Gratefully Acknowledges
Jeremy Page as a 35th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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www.harcourtsnv.com

There are two main differences in any water development: the
way the precipitation is caught and how the water is stored and
made available to the wildlife. Large volume guzzlers have one or
more tanks that typically hold 1,800 to 3,600 gallons of water each
and are constructed with a 30x40 foot metal apron. They benefit
such target species as bighorn sheep, elk, pronghorn antelope
and mule deer. Small volume guzzlers typically benefit such target
species as chukar, sage grouse and quail and have one or more
325 gallon capacity storage tanks with an 8x12 foot metal apron..
Fence material is often added to keep
livestock, wild horses and burros away
from the guzzlers.
If you come across a damaged or
vandalized guzzler, please call our
hotline:
NDOW Guzzler Maintenance Hotline: (775)
688-1537

COUNT ON THE

EXPERTS.
As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.
To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative:

rbauction.com

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 35th annual banquet sponsor.
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Membership Application / Renewal Form
When you join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited you
become a member of one of the premier volunteer
wildlife organizations in the country, committed to
working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.



You have a choice of membership levels:


Individual – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and notifications of volunteer
events.

Bronze Ram Lifetime Members may up-grade their
membership to Silver Ram and Gold Ram levels by
one time donation or by annual donation installments
of $500. A portion of your membership is tax
deductible; please consult your accountant.



Corporate – Receives a 1-year subscription to
the N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Corporate Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notifications of special events throughout the
year.

Yes! I wish to become a member, or renew my
membership, with Nevada Bighorns Unlimited at the
level indicated below:
[ ] $45 Individual
[ ] $500 Bronze Ram
[ ] $250 Corporate
[ ] $1,500 Silver Ram
[ ] $250 Outfitter
[ ] $2,500 Gold Ram



Outfitter – Receives a 1-year subscription to the
N.B.U. newsletter and inclusion in the New
Outfitter Member listing in each issue of the
newsletter and on the NBU website and
notification of special events throughout the year.

Name: _____________________________________

Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that his
or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates the
greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. In appreciation
for a Lifetime Membership, we offer the following
benefits to members participating at the lifetime levels
below:
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Bronze Ram – A Bronze Ram member receives
a lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Bronze Ram life member pin, a life member hat
and the N.B.U. decal.

Gold Ram – A Gold Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Gold Ram N.B.U. Nevada Slam jacket, a Life
Member hat, a personalized wall plaque, the
N.B.U. decal and one complimentary ticket each
year to the annual banquet and auction.
Silver Ram – A Silver Ram member receives a
lifetime subscription to the N.B.U. newsletter, a
Silver Ram life member pin, an embroidered
N.B.U. jacket, a life member hat and the N.B.U.
decal.
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Address: ___________________________________
City: ______________ State: _____ Zip: ________
Business Phone ______________________
Residence Phone: ____________________
E-mail Address: ______________________________
[ ] I only wish to receive the NBU News via my E-Mail
[ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed
Credit Card:

[ ] Visa [ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Exp. Date: __________

Card No.: __________________________________
Name on Card: ______________________________
Signature: __________________________________
Please mail this completed form and remittance to:
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393, Reno, Nevada 89515-1393
Or Visit Us At Our Website:
http://nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393

Non-Profit
Org.
U.S. Postage
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GET YOUR TICKETS IN BEFORE 1/31/2015
TO BE ENTERED IN THE EARLY BIRD
RAFFLE FOR THIS YEARS BANQUET!
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