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e hope you are all filled with anticipation about this year’s banquet dinner. Your
NBU Board of Directors has been working tirelessly to bring you the best banquet to date.
In addition to preparing for the banquet, the NBU Board has been spending a lot of time
preparing for the projects we have scheduled this season. Many directors will tell you that
many of our best memories with NBU have come from the hours spent in the field with
our volunteers and the stories shared at camp when the day is through. We recently lost
an amazing member and volunteer, George Kent, who gave countless hours to advance
the interests of Nevada’s wildlife; he will be sorely missed. However, he was never one
to let us stop working, so in this spirit and his memory, we greatly look forward to seeing
our dedicated membership and volunteers as we work to improve Nevada’s wildlife this
project season.
With the Nevada legislature in session it seems that the NBU legislative team has been
spending almost as much time in the State Capitol as our elected officials. We have
been working diligently to protect and advance the interests of wildlife and the interests of
the great sportsmen and sportswomen who enjoy, advance, and support those valuable
resources. Stay tuned to our Facebook page and emails for updates—Nevada’s wildlife
deserves to have all sportsmen and women make their voices heard.
Thank you to our membership and volunteers for supporting NBU and creating positive
lasting effects on Nevada’s Wildlife.
Please send NBU pictures and stories from your hunting adventures and we will be happy
to include them in a future edition of the NBU Journal. Send your pictures and hunt
stories to me at mwalth219@gmail.com.
See you at the Banquet,
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GEORGE KENT
By NBU

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

W

ell, 2017 is upon us and it’s
already proving to be a very busy
and memorable year. We’re in the
middle of a legislative session,
the NBU banquet is just around the corner and our project
season is about to kick off. Top that off with one of the
wettest winters in Nevada’s history, and it’s hard to argue
that there are a lot of things going on right now! For those of
you tracking what’s going on in Carson City at the Legislative
Complex, you’re probably aware that there are some good
bills for wildlife, some questionable ones and some that
are just plain detrimental. We’re doing our best to keep our
members informed and involved as much as possible. We’re
also doing all that we can to work with our representatives
and Nevada’s other conservation stakeholders to defend
what we’ve got and improve resources where we can. After
all, the first sentence in NBU’s mission statement is To
protect and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for
sportsmen, outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts for this and
future generations, and our slogan is Sportsmen working
for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.
Sitting down with other wildlife advocates that are as
passionate as we are is always a great reminder of why we’re
all here and what our goals are. Our current membership
and those that have preceded us have accomplished some
amazing things in Nevada, none of which would be possible
without all of our die-hard volunteers and supporters. It’s
always great to be on a business trip or vacation and run
into some stranger that is not only familiar with NBU but also
knows what we’ve been able to accomplish in the last 36
years or so. It really speaks to the kind of volunteers we have
and illustrates how important our annual fundraiser is.

after 9 years it’s finally here! The final artwork is above
and you can get your plate by visiting http://dmvnv.com/
platescharitable.htm or simply by walking into your local DMV
office and swapping out the plates on your car, truck, trailer,
or motorcycle. We have to maintain a minimum of 1,000
plates annually or we lose them, so please keep us in mind
for those vehicles that don’t already have a wildlife plate,
and especially on those travel trailers, quad trailers and boat
trailers.
Here’s to a great 2017!
Thank you,

Joshua Vittori
NBU President

That said, the 2017 NBU banquet has once again managed
to sneak up on us. This year’s event is shaping up to be
one of our best yet. The live auction and raffles continue to
evolve to be more interesting and hopefully more appealing
to our banquet attendees. The taxidermy competition is also
taking form and there are going to once again be some mind
blowing pieces.
By now some of you are probably tired of hearing us, and
especially me, promote the new NBU license plate but
5

Editors Note: Please feel free to email us a picture of you in your NBU gear
for this new section of the journal. Emails can be sent to Mario Walther at
mwalth219@gmail.com.
Trevor Puryear muzzle loader bull!

Tyler Shanks on a successful hunt
with Canyons West Guide Service

Brett McVeigh and Brett Gunderson on a youth
day hunt in Nevada. Nice work boys!

Tyler Turnipseed’s stud ram
from the Muddy’s
Fritz Klingler November 20th 2016
Unit 252
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“Very excited to draw an alternate tag and then to successfully
fill it this weekend with this pretty ram! The conditions were
amazing- on and off blizzard weather and then the snow would
melt. My dad Roger Fawcett and husband Wes Stephenson were
huge in making this such an awesome hunt. Great memories
and learning opportunity for my three small kiddos as we’ve
talked about hunting in Nevada, something I’ve been doing
since a youth myself! Area 207.” -Holly Stephenson

Great year for 14 year old Madisyn
Murray as she scored on her 1st
pronghorn and her 3rd muley!
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Reaching New Heights in

Environmental
Excellence

Learn more at barrick.com/responsibility
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2017 Events Calendar
April 7th, 2017
			
			
			
			

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited 37th Annual Fundraising Banquet
at the Peppermill Resort & Casino, Tuscany Ballrom
Doors and hosted bar open at 5:30 p.m., dinner and program are at 6:45
Event includes: Silent auction, live auction, special raffles, youth raffles and 		
raffle of over 130 guns

To sign up as an NBU volunteer go to the NBU website at
www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

For more information about upcoming events, project schedules, volunteer
opportunities or the NBU annual banquet, please contact any Board
Member or visit us on the web at www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org
and the Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Reno Facebook Page.
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2017 Project Schedule
March 18th & 19th

Santa Fe Guzzler Rebuild

April 22nd & 23rd

Little Angel Guzzler Rebuild

May 13th

Sand Hills Guzzler Rebuild

June 3rd & 4th

Slumbering Hills 1 & 2 New Guzzler Build

June 24th & 25th

Hoppin Peaks New Guzzler Build

Editors Note: As always, thank
you for your support and we look
forward to seeing you out there!
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2017 Early Bird Raffle Prize
Leica Geovid HD-B Range Finder Binoculars
MSRP: $2,999.00

Geovid HD-B units offer sharp, high contrast images with extremely high light
transmission. The Geovid HD-B features extremely long range capability of up to
2,000 yards. Advanced Ballistic Compensation (ABC) for all hunting needs, including
point of aim correction for various reticles and bullet drop compensators.
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Wayne Comstock & Nevada Taxidermy
as a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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PUBLIC LANDS: A CALL TO ACTION
By Tom Fennell
On many political issues, sportsmen and sportswomen can be a
hard group to pin down; they come from all walks of life, all parts
of the country, and all across the political spectrum. At the end
of the day; however, all reasonable sportsmen and sportswomen
are conservationists. This is so because all understand that
in order to pass on our rich heritage and traditions to future
generations, we must advocate for open spaces and for the
appropriate management of both land and wildlife resources.
Currently, some members of our congressional delegation have
proposed legislation that should cause all sportsmen and women
conservationists to think seriously about what they want public
lands and public land access to look like throughout our great
state, and about the best way to manage these lands going
forward. Not all lawmakers who will consider and vote on this
federal legislation are familiar with or represent constituencies
interested in public lands management. Accordingly, Nevada
sportsmen and women must pay special attention and make their
voices heard.
Many Americans live in parts of the country where undeveloped,
publicly-accessible land is measured in square-feet rather than
square-miles. A 40-acre lease is a big deal in the South; in the
West, 40 acres doesn’t get you far. This disparity is the source
of great misunderstanding in national conversations about our
public lands and their importance. Nevada is unique in that 85%
of its lands are federal public lands, to which every sportsman
and sportswoman throughout this country possesses a claim of
ownership. We, as Nevada sportsmen and sportswomen, are
spoiled by the incredible amount of access we have and, although
it would be easy to take these public lands for granted, we must
pay special attention to all proposed legislation that might affect
them.
This is an issue that transcends traditional political alignments, as
interested groups from all sides are committed to the protection
of our public lands. As such, it offers a unique opportunity to
get some good work done because, at the end of the day, many
groups, including the ranching community and sportsmen and
sportswomen, have more in common than they do differences
when it comes to public lands. For example, at a recent Wildlife
Commission meeting in Carson City, people from both sides of the
aisle stood in opposition to a recent lands transfer bill. Likewise,
all across the West, we have seen a diverse coalition ranging
from hikers to fly fishermen, and from to ranchers to mountain
bikers, fighting against these transfers. When so many people
from such different viewpoints can agree that these proposals are
not good, it probably means that a lot of the public feel the same
way. After all, it’s not every day a Sierra Club hiker, a diehard elk
hunter, and a fifth-generation rancher can all find agreement on
the same topic.
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On a national level, the state of Utah is feeling the pressure from
outdoor recreation companies like Patagonia, REI, and North
Face, which all recently pulled out of a large outdoor convention
hosted in Salt Lake City each year because of Utah policymakers’
continued support for public land transfer legislation. Similarly,
the majority of sportsmen’s groups that focus on western hunting
oppose such measures, and the National Cattleman’s Association
recently declared its objection as well.
These different groups are stakeholders in our public lands, and
offer a prime example of the multiple-use public (recreation,
ranching, sportsmen) coming together to express opposition to a
proposal that would be detrimental to our American public lands
system—arguably one of our society’s greatest achievements. It
is truly a national treasure, and reflects in many ways the unique
history of the United States. Many who came to this country left
behind societies in which the aristocracy possessed full control
over the forests, fields, mountains, and waters, the use and
enjoyment of which was reserved only for the privileged few. In
contrast, American citizens possess equal rights of access and
use under our public land system, much in the same way that
our political system rests on egalitarian foundations. Everyone is
equal on public lands, and a trout bum with $5 to his name can
enjoy the same opportunities as a millionaire businessman.
HR 1484
On a local level, HR 1484 was the last proposal that was
presented by Rep. Mark Amodei in the 114th Congress (the
last one) where it died. According to his office, this bill will be
reintroduced this year. This bill proposed the transfer of 7.6
million acres, or roughly 11% of the public lands in the state.
While some of these lands, such as federally-owned lands
within a municipality, may make sense for a transfer, we feel
that such situations would be better addressed with county-bycounty proposals, rather than sweeping legislation. Historically,
federal land transfer legislation was accomplished on a smaller
scale, resulting in what legislators and public lands advocates
call the “Nevada Model.” This approach results in higherquality stakeholder input and produces better outcomes for all
interested groups. A statewide transfer disposing of vast areas
of public lands would be unprecedented. Although some of our
representatives and those groups supporting such legislation (the
Nevada Lands Council and the American Lands Council) tell us
that the lands proposed for transfer will not affect sportsmen’s
and sportswomen’s access, good reasons exist to remain wary
of such claims. First, proponents have not made available to the
public a map of the lands proposed for transfer. Secondly, and
arguably of greater importance, even if the current lands proposed
for transfer will not affect sportsmen and women, any legislation
of land transfers on this scale would set a dangerous precedent,

allowing future transfers to happen with greater ease. While
masked as a resolution to the frustrating issue of checkerboard
landholding throughout our state, this is nothing more than an
attack on our public lands as we have known them.
Other significant issues arise with the transfer of federal lands to
state control. These include but are not limited to 1) the ability to
manage wildlife on the lands, as well as the potential for loss of
key wildlife habitat within the proposed transfer, and 2) funding for
lands management.
A prime example of funding issues is the state’s financial inability
to both suppress wildfires when they occur and then restore
habitat afterwards. One event like last year’s Hot Pot fire can cost
millions of dollars to fight, and many more millions on top of that
for habitat restoration efforts. The state does not have the funds,
agencies, and personnel to appropriately handle these issues, nor
does the state have the apparatus and equipment necessary for
large-scale fire suppression. Further, the federal government is
in a better financial position to help keep our state and the West
from turning into cheatgrass. In the same light, the state’s lack
of capacity and funding for feral horse management is a major
concern.
Lastly, we have concerns with the lands that have been identified
for disposal. Under the current resource management proposals
(RMPs), these areas are very poorly defined. We are worried that
if a transfer happens, the acreage that is not meant for disposal
will be liquidated to the highest bidder as soon as the state finds
itself in a budget crisis.
HR 622
This dialogue brings into question another bill being proposed
by Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah) which is co-sponsored by Rep.
Mark Amodei (R-Nev.)—H.R. 622, Local Law Enforcement for
Local Lands Act. Federal law enforcement agents enforce a
wide array of laws and regulations in the prevention, detection,
and investigation of crimes affecting public lands. These crimes
include mineral resource theft, wilderness area violations,
hazardous materials dumping, and wildlands arson, among
many others. This bill would run into the same funding issues
previously mentioned, leaving our public lands in peril. Rep.
Chaffetz and Rep. Amodei are displeased with the current federal
law enforcement approach, citing recent confrontations that have
attracted the attention of the national media. However, if these
congressmen truly support our public lands, they should address
the issue through legislation that would redefine the activities
that federal law enforcement officials may undertake, rather than
advance legislation that would deprive the public and public lands
of sufficient oversight. Giving into one extreme faction through
dangerous legislation of this sort does not represent or protect the
interests of the owners of our public lands—the American people.

The public lands system is uniquely American and no other
developed country in the world offers its citizens similar
opportunities. Steering this treasured resource toward eventual
privatization on a large scale greatly threatens the tradition and
character of the state of Nevada. And while sometimes the federal
government and agencies can be slow and bureaucratic, in this
case it is the lesser of two evils. We feel this rings true for all
users of public lands, from industry and agriculture to sportsmen
and other recreational users.
In the coming months and years, more lands transfer bills will be
introduced. For this reason, it is essential that we, as sportsmenconservationists, continue to do our part to ensure that there is no
net loss of our public lands, and that there is no net loss of access
to our public lands.
If you would like to voice your point of view, contact:
Rep. Mark Amodei					
332 Cannon House Office Building			
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-6155
Rep. Dina Titus
2464 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-5965
Rep. Ruben J. Kihuen					
313 House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515				
(202) 225-9894
Rep. Jacky Rosen
413 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-3252
Senator Dean Heller					
324 Hart Senate Office Building			
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-6244
Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto
B40A Dirksen Senate Office Building				
Washington, DC 20501
(202) 224-3542
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4.37 MILLION in FY 13-14
4.37 MILLION in FY 14-15
$

$
$

8.75 MILLION

DIRECTED TO WILD SHEEP CONSERVATION & MISSION PROGRAMS SINCE JULY 1ST, 2013

JOIN TODAY! • www.WildSheepFoundation.org • 307.527.6261
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Jon Timmer

Special Raffle
Thompson
100th Anniversary Matched Set Edition
1916-2016
This unique limited edition set 1 of 1,500 will no doubt be a show stopper.
There will be a limited number of tickets sold on banquet night
so make sure to get your chance at these beauties.
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Join the 37th Annual NBU Banquet

Wall of Heads!

Come One
Come all!
At the April 7th, 2017 NBU Banquet there will be a

special drawing for all participants in the “Wall of
Heads”. We will be raffling off an NBU Grub Box for the
participants who are willing to display their shoulder
mounts on the wall. We will need you to bring your mounts
to the Peppermill on Friday April 7th before noon allowing
them to be placed on our wall and pick up the mounts on
Saturday April 8th @ 11:00 am.
The drawing will be held @10:30 Saturday
for the grub box. Contact
Tom Pellett (775) 690-9029 tom@pellettconstruction.net
or Matt Sweitzer 775-685-6477, matt@alpinesurgical.
com if you are interested. Limited to the 1st 75 mounts.

~ Thank you for your participation ~
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Highlights of 2017
Live Auction
NBU has another great live auction lined up for this year,
we have 40 items including:
Alaska Caribou Hunt
Nevada Governor’s Tag - Desert Bighorn
Nevada Governor’s Tag - Rocky Mountain Elk
Roosevelt Elk Tag - Oregon
Catered Game Feed
Mexico Desert Bighorn Hunt
2 Nevada Antelope Tags
Northern California Waterfowl Hunts
3 different African Safaris
Fly-Fishing Trips in Montana, Bahamas, and Nevada
and more!
19
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Supports
Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

800-400-1610

20 Locations Serving
Northern & Southern Nevada
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Castle Valley Outdoors
as a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBUGratefully
Gratefully Acknowledges
___________
NBU
Acknowledges
AHERN
a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor
as aas36th
Annual Banquet Sponsor

NV1
“Harcourts NV1 is committed to providing exceptional and personal
service to our clients and community. A level of service that makes each
person we have the privilege to assist, feel like part of the family.”
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Gratefully Acknowledges
Jeremy Page as a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Home is with Harcourts
…for all of your real estate needs, contact your Harcourts professional today!
22

www.harcourtsnv.com
NBU Journal . Volume
34 . Number 1

| 775.826.6810 | 6770 S. McCarran Blvd. Reno, NV 89509

Pendleton Safe Raffle
Another great package
brought to you by the
NBU board!!

Included in this is a safe, a
rifle, Leica optics and plenty
of Sitka & First Lite Gear.
This isn’t just any old safe with
an NBU logo on it! Pendleton
Revolution safes show
off the latest technologies
in user-friendliness and
space efficiency while being
aesthetically pleasing as well.
The breakthrough modular
rotating shelving system
allows you to access all of
your firearms without having
to load and unload your safe
every time you want one
that’s in the back. Swing by
and check this package out.
You’ll be sure to end up with a
few tickets.
23

BAD LUCK-GOOD LUCK
By Don Waechtler
So much of Desert Sheep hunting is just getting the tag! To get
my tag I employed persistence and a generous dose of luck.
Applying in three states for 30 years finally worked out.
Once I had the unit 283/284 tag, I talked to several outfitters and
decided on Jim Puryear’s Nevada Guide Service. Good choice!
We had a great wall tent camp 12 miles off the pavement and
my guide Bob Heddy found a shooter ram three days before the
opener.
We named this ram Twister because of the wide flair of his horns.
He had ten ewes, a few lambs, and one satellite ram in his band.
They were living in some foothills leading up into the Sheep
Range Mountains.
Opening morning came, and the sheep were not visible from
our normal glassing points, so we decided to make a hike back
into the foothills to look at the backside of a big knob. It was the
guide, Bob Heddy, myself, and longtime sheep hunting buddy
Allan Reishus. Sure enough, they were there and after a 1 ½ mile
stalk we were in position to shoot.
The shot was good, the ram was down, and I was one happy
sheep hunter. Everything about the hunt was beyond my wildest

wildlife revolutions
2405A Walnut St. Reno, Nevada 89502
775.527.1614 | wildliferevolutions.com
Follow us on facebook at
facebook.com/wildliferevolutions
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expectations. The ram officially scored 168 0/8 Boone & Crockett
and completed my Four North American Wild Sheep “Slam.”
Another interesting part of this story can’t be left out. I actually
drew the same nonresident tag in 2013 but a heart problem had
me feeling so bad that I didn’t feel that I could do the hunt justice,
so I turned the tag back in to NDOW for someone else to use.
BAD LUCK! But I got my preference points back and drew the
same tag again in 2015, GOOD LUCK! What are the odds?
Thanks so much to Nevada Guide Service (Jim, Bob, and Trevor),
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, and the Wild Sheep Foundation for
the great job they do of putting more sheep on the mountain.

25
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I-80 RAM
By NBU
After responding to a two car motor vehicle accident on I-80
near exit 28 on Thanksgiving Day, the Storey County Fire
Protection District (SCFPD) Station 75 crew found that a
Desert Bighorn ram had been struck by one of the vehicles.
Fortunately, no one involved in the accident was injured.
However, due to the ram’s injuries he was euthanized by
the Nevada Highway Patrol. Victor Yohey with SCFPD
contacted NDOW’s Kim Toulouse to advise him of the
situation. Kim contacted the on-duty area NDOW Game
Warden and permission was given to remove the ram from
the steep roadside in order to harvest the meat for a local
NBU homeless charity. The horns and cape were to be
surrendered to NDOW. The ram was recovered by Victor
Yohey, Zak Harges and Daniel St. Clair. NBU’s Jim Puryear
and Tyler Puryear, along with Victor Yohey harvested the
meat and caped out the ram at SCFPD Station 75.
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6TH ANNUAL WOUNDED HERO ELK HUNT
By NOGA
Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association’s (NOGA) 6th
Wounded Hero recipient was Gil Hernandez. He received a
totally free, once in a lifetime hunt which included an elk tag,
hunting equipment, lodging and guide service. Gilbert Hernandez
is a Vietnam veteran from Elko, Nevada. Upon graduating from
Wells High School he joined the Marines in 1967. He attended
boot camp in San Diego, California, and was deployed in January
of 1968. He was assigned upon arrival in Vietnam as a rifleman
of the 2nd Battalion 3rd Marine Division, Golf Company.

many commissioners contributed individually, and Commissioners
Rex Steninger and (wife) Dorothy, Cliff Eklund and (wife) Barbara,
attended the first evening’s gathering meeting. Hernandez was
presented with a Remington 7mm mag rifle donated by Elko

When Hernandez was first contacted in early spring about the
Wounded Hero, he remembers thinking, “I really need to suggest
a veteran for that project.” However when he finally talked to
Mitch Buzzetti, the guide in charge, he figured out he was the
recipient. “I was surprised I was selected for the Wounded Hero
elk hunt! I am very humbled and really appreciate it.”
The Wounded Hero project was inspired by Nevada Outfitters and
Guides Association’s member Dwight Landquist of Wells, Nevada.
Optics manufacturer Leupold Stevens and the Winecup Gamble
Ranch, along with NOGA are the major sponsors. Leupold
donated a rifle scope and a range finder. The Winecup Gamble
Ranch could have sold their land owner tag for thousands of
dollars, instead they chose to donate to one of our wounded
heroes. In addition to the tag, they donated six days of lodging for
the entire crew in their 5-star plus equivalent lodge and provided
Chef Melody Surdahl. Ranch manager James Rogers said, “We
have been excited about this and have been looking forward to
this for several months.” Gil held back the tears and said,” I have
been like a little kid waiting to open a Christmas present, waiting
for this hunt.”

Left to Right: Delmo, Rex, Gil, Glen, Demar and Cliff.

Left to Right: Farnes Williams, Hernandez,
Rachel Buzzetti and Craig Stevens.

Federal Credit Union and Gun World. The
7mm was mounted with a Leupold scope, which
Gunwerks had accuratized.
During our first evening at the Winecup to
celebrate Hernandez’s service and honor him
with more hunting apparel and gifts, he shared
his story. It all began on the night of April 25,
1968, in the middle of combat. His tank, which
he and several Marines were riding on top
Left to right: James Rodgers, D.J. Beita, Gil & Deb Hernandez, Mitch & Rachel of, was hit by satchel charges and grenades.
Buzzetti, Rex & Dorothy Stenniger, and Cliff and Barbara Eklund.
Hernandez was critically wounded in the back,
both legs, his liver, and his arm. He received
The list of contributors is extensive and public support is massive. a punctured lung, had six feet of his small intestines removed
The Elko County Commission issued a supportive proclamation,
and pulled shrapnel from his skin for years following the attack.
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His story of survival is even more miraculous as he was
pronounced dead following the attack. His body was taken to
an area called Graves Registration, where fallen soldiers are
ultimately taken and prepared to be sent home. The soldiers
are first fingerprinted and then put in a body bag. It was then
that a gentleman named Charles “Graves” Roth saw a twitch
from the body of Hernandez who was to be fingerprinted
next. Roth immediately sent him to surgery, where the Doctor
pronounced him dead. When he arrived back again at Graves
Registration, Roth began hollering “this Marine is alive.” For
a second time he sent him back to a surgeon, where they
pronounced him dead again. Finally, for fear of the Marines,
they continued to work on him and finally found a faint pulse.
“They pronounced me dead three times,” Hernandez said.

THE HUNT…..
For three days we left the lodge early ready to glass every
day before daylight, but the weather didn’t cooperate, as rain
turned to snow and the fog settled in over the Great Basin for long
periods. We saw a few elk here and there but because they either
spooked, or we were running out of daylight, or I wasn’t able to
shoot, left us without an elk. We put in some long days but were
fed well and the accommodations were awesome.
It wasn’t until the fourth day that we got into some cows and bulls,
however some deer spooked them right away and we had to wait
for them to bed down again. Mitch could see there were three
nice bulls in the herd, so we waited and waited. While we were
waiting a storm rolled in and it was blizzard-like conditions. It
made it difficult to see the elk and Hernandez’s trigger finger was
closing up from the cold. Once they bedded down they moved
in closer. Mitch used the range finder donated by Leupold to
figure the distance. Mitch said, “They are 415 yards out.” Mitch
told Hernandez, “shoot the biggest of the three bulls.” Hernandez
was very cold but had his gun resting on Mitch’s pack on a
rock. When Hernandez got the bull he wanted in his sights, he
squeezed the trigger and the first shot hit the elk. He fired 2
more shots all hitting him. However the elk was still moving a
little, so they snuck up closer and shot again at 100 yards, which
was fatal. “I was really glad to get out of the cold, even though
I was layered in the Sitka clothing, which had been donated. I
was also so glad I was able to shoot the bull and I was really glad
Mitch was there”, Gil said after the fact.

Donations toward future Wounded Hero Elk Hunts can be sent to:
Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association, and mailed to:
P.O. Box 28-1251, Lamoille, NV 89828.

Editor’s Note: Congratulations Gil and thank you for your service
to our country.

The meat cutting was donated by Northern Nevada SCI Chapter
and Hernandez’s elk will be mounted by North Slope Taxidermy.
In respect to public support, getting to know the deserving hero,
Hernandez, and participating with other donors and contributing to
a great cause: Master guide Mitch Buzzetti said, “I am honored
to be able to take him out and make it a once in a lifetime hunt.
We are proud to be able to support a life-long dream of his.”
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DESERT SHEEP HUNT NEVADA 2015
By Gary K. Waldron
The 2015 Nevada Hunting tags were about to be out. I had been
unsuccessful for the last twenty-four years. It had to happen. I
called Keith Montes of Nevada High Ridge Outfitters who had
guided me to a record book pronghorn to put me on the list for the
first hunt if I drew.
The phone rang and it was my son-in-law Russ Collier, calling to
inform me that we had drawn a party deer hunt, and that I had
drawn a desert sheep tag in unit 252, which was my first choice. If
successful this would complete my second grand slam.
I have been on about thirty sheep hunts, which have been
either horseback hunts or backpack hunts. This hunt would be
somewhat different from the others in how the hunt would take
place. My son-in-law and friend James Coleman from Texas, who
I met on a sheep hunt in Mexico in 1974, joined me on the hunt.
James arrived in Reno on the 17th of November and we left
for Beatty on the 18th, which gave us
one day to scout and meet up with my
outfitter. The hunt began on the 20th and
there were six of us looking for a good
ram. Jim and Russell covered one area,
John went to another, and Keith and I
blindly took off to another. We kept in
contact by phone and most of the day
was uneventful. But at about 3 o’clock
Keith spotted four rams laying on a
saddle between two ridges.
He put his 90 power scope on them
and one was a heavy ram that carried
his weight throughout the length of his
horns. Keith thought the bases would
go 15 inches. After looking him over we
decided to make a stalk. We decided
to side-hill the left of the ridge to the top
which would give me about a 200 yard
shot. Keith lead the way, I followed
with Jim behind me. Keith looked over the top to where the rams
were...but no rams. After looking the area over thoroughly, he
looked down in the valley and saw the rams crossing the valley
towards another small mountain. Keith though if we hurried we
might be able to catch them on the far side of the mountain. So
down we went to the valley. Once off the ridge it was about 800
yards across the valley to the mountain they were on. Luck was
with us as, we came around the far side of the mountain, there
they were about 1/3 of the way up the mountain. John gave me
the reading on his rangefinder indicating the ram was 275 yards
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away. I zeroed in, took the shot, and my second grand slam was
complete.
The ram was a heavy horned warrior with a beat up nose. At the
check-in at the Nevada Department of Wildlife he scored 175 and
⅜ . I can’t say enough about Nevada High Ridge Outfitters, they
know the area they hunt, they pre-scout and make the hunt as
easy as possible. I have used them twice and both times I got
record book animals on the first day.
One month to the day from the season opener I had a birthday,
number 87, so this was a belated present. I wish to thank the
guys that helped make the hunt a pleasure, Keith Montes, guide
John Morisa, and Jim Billingley-publisher of Northern Nevada
Outdoor Magazine, great guys! And of course, Jim Coleman
and Russell Collier. The State of Nevada can be proud of all the
hunting organizations that have made it the premier sheep state
in the lower U.S.

Editor’s Note: Congratulations Gary and a huge thanks for your
wonderful submission.

COUNT ON THE

EXPERTS.
As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.

O U R S P E C I A LT Y I S

Variety…

To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative:

rbauction.com

BI G O R S M A L L , W E C AT E R TH E M AL L !
• Galas, Parties, Gatherings
• Corporate Functions
• Weddings & Showers

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 35th annual banquet sponsor.

• Pop-ups, Drop-offs
• Way, Way More!
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GEORGE KENT
By NBU
It’s with a heavy heart that I regret to inform our membership
and the wildlife community that a great volunteer and sportsman
George Kent has passed away. For those that have ever
volunteered for a wildlife project in Northern Nevada you most
certainly have worked side by side with George. It didn’t seem to
matter to George what the project consisted of. He was almost
always there, from building guzzlers in remote areas of the desert
to fencing natural springs, George was there with a smile on his
face enjoying his time outdoors and admiring the fruits of the
volunteer labor force. George was a NBU Gold Ram Life member
who not only attended the banquet but helped with setup and take
down. George also was a great supporter of other local NGO’s
like NNSCI, Rocky Mountain Elk and Mule Deer foundation just
to name a few. NBU will miss George asking “what can I do next”
and seeing him at all of our events and projects, but George you
will never be forgotten. Thank you for all the years of hard
work and dedication to NBU and Nevada’s Wildlife.
Cheers,
NBU Board of Directors
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Photos taken and contributed by: Great Wildlife Photos

Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-seven years NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having well over 11,000 bighorn sheep within our
borders. That is more bighorn sheep than any other state
in the lower 48! NBU has been largely responsible for

transplanting bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges
in Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not only about
wild sheep! Through the donations and participation from
concerned sportsmen and sportswomen such as you, NBU has
increased opportunities to hunt big and small game animals, as
well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges La Palmosa Outfitters as a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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NEW!

Thought Owning Leica
Performance Was Out of
Reach?
Geovid-R Rangefinding Binoculars
Time to change your thinking about Leica rangefinding
binocular performance being out of reach. The all-new
Geovid-R boasts the rangefinding precision and optical
brilliance for which Leica is widely acclaimed. Featuring line-of-sight ranging to 1,350 yards, EHR ballistics
functionality, and the legacy of innovation, quality, and
durability that are hallmarks of every Leica Geovid. All at
an exceptional value that make Geovid-R the ideal choice
as your first premium performance rangefinding binocular.
__ available in 8x, 10x, and 15x magnifications
__ 42mm and 56mm lens sizes
__ rubber armored, waterproof

To learn more, visit your authorized Leica dealer or
leica-hunting.com
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