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I

t’s that time of year again and we hope to have you join us at the 2018 banquet. The
banquet is NBU’s main fundraising source providing financial assistance for all of the work
NBU does to support and enhance Nevada’s wildlife. This year’s banquet is shaping up to
be one of our best and throughout this edition of the Journal you will get a sneak peek at
some of our featured items.
As always, NBU is indebted to the outstanding efforts of our volunteers. We would not be
able to put together this wonderful event or provide the support we do for Nevada’s wildlife
without our exceptional volunteer base. If you have time to help on the Thursday, Friday,
or Saturday breakdown, please come on down to the Peppermill to pitch in. NBU will
be giving away gear to volunteers and food will be provided. A huge thanks to all of the
individuals who come down year after year to help in NBU’s efforts.
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IT’S A FAMILY TRADITION!
By Kristie Marchese

We will be doing the Wall of Heads again this year. The Wall of Heads will be headed up
by director Matt Sweitzer. If you have a new shoulder mount that you would like to have
on display at the banquet, please bring contact Matt at: matt@alpinesurgical.com.
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If you have any pictures or hunt stories please submit them to mwalth219@gmail.com.

By Randy R.

We look forward to seeing you at the banquet,

NEVADA DESERT BIGHORN
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THE WOUNDED HERO
PROGRAM
By Tom Fennell
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January 31st
April 15th
August 15th
November 15th

For more information on NBU
call (775) 870-4094 or visit our website
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org

Cover Photo by Seth Topham - www.pbase.com/bsethphoto/profile
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STEP UP AND GET A FREE
$50 GIFT CARD TO SCHEELS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I

f you haven’t
noticed yet it’s
that time of year
again, banquet and
convention season.
There are many
great organizations
holding
conventions and banquets, sometimes deciding which
event to attend and how much to contribute monetarily
can be overwhelming. I remind myself each year that it’s
for a good cause, furthermore looking back on what NBU
has been able to accomplish over the last 38 years or so,
I know that it is true. As I walk a convention floor or sit at a
banquet, I’m always amazed by the hustle and bustle and
the tremendous amount of effort it takes to pull off these
types of events every year all in the name of protecting our
hunting heritage and the wild creatures that we pursue. The
NBU banquet is one such event and once again it is looming
on the horizon. Putting on an event like the NBU banquet
surely doesn’t happen on its own. Each year NBU is blessed
with an outpouring of volunteer help and I can tell you first
hand that we could not do this without our volunteers and
supporters by our side every step of the way. This year is no
exception and is shaping up to be one of the best yet. Not
to give the whole program away… But be on the lookout
for some amazing items, like the return of a truck in the live
auction, along with two desert bighorn tags, and many other
new exciting auction items. Our local taxidermists will once
again duke it out in the taxidermy competition by bringing
the best of the best for all the audience to see and vote on.
NBU looks forward to another great year of protecting and
enhancing Nevada’s wildlife, once more the support we
receive from you makes this all possible. Project season is
underway - we will be sending emails and posting dates on
social media, hopefully I will get to see you at one of those.

When you sign up for
an NBU license plate.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Castle Valley Outdoors
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

We only have have until March 2018 to reach the minimum
of 1,000 plates or they get discontinued. We just checked
with DMV and we’ve got a long way to go to get there! Put
one on your truck, car, trailer or motorcycle, send us a
picture, and we’ll send you the gift card. You’ll also have an
awesome plate on your rig while supporting Nevada’s
wildlife at the same time.
There are two ways to get it done:

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Vortex
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

1. Go on DMV’s website (http://www.dmvnv.com/
dashpass.htm), make an appointment, and it will take
15-20 minutes when you go into the DMV; or
2. Give us a call and we’ll get it done for you
(775) 870-4094!

Here’s to a great 2018 banquet & outstanding project season!
Thank you,

Christopher J. Cefalu
NBU President
6
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Photo by Seth Topham

Editors Note: Please feel free to email us a picture of you in your NBU gear
for this new section of the journal. Emails can be sent to Mario Walther at
mwalth219@gmail.com.
Mike Popejoy enhancing Nevada’s wildlife

Jaiden Patnaude and her dad Andrew
with her first muzzleloader buck

David Weaver Pine Forest Range 10-2017

Hunting with Silver State Guides, Broc Brimhall, the holder
of the coveted desert bighorn Heritage tag, harvested this
beautiful ram with a bow. Congratulations Broc!
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2018 Project Schedule
March 3 & 4
Sand Springs South Rail Fence & Tank Rebuild (East of Fallon)

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
La Palmosa Outfitters
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

March 30th
NBU Banquet
April 14 & 15
Lower Paymaster Guzzler Rebuild (West of Mina)
May 5 & 6
Blue Mountain North & South Guzzler Builds (North of Winnemucca)
June 2 & 3
Lower Black Canyon Spring Fencing Project /
Upper Scott Spring Fence Repair (Winnemucca Ranch)
June 23 & 24
Sulphur Spring Guzzler Build (South of Carlin)

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges La Palmosa Outfitters as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Editors Note: Our volunteers make these projects
happen, if you would like to join us on a project
contact Matt Sweitzer at matt@alpinesurgical.com
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IT’S A FAMILY TRADITION!
By Kristie Marchese
I always wondered why every year around Thanksgiving my dad
would be jolly to go sheep hunting. I imagined the rough terrain,
the piercing winds, the snow, and all of it for a big horn sheep.
Well, all of that changed in 2016 when my mother drew a Bares
tag. What an honor, right? Mom and I spent days preparing meals
for the hunt, pondering the hunt, and packing for the hunt.
When the day finally arrived that we were leaving for the hunt,
I was excited. The Bares is a unit that many Nevada sheep
hunters dream about. It was nothing like I had imagined. Mom
hunted hard for 6 days. She passed on several quality rams.
She harvested the day after our Thanksgiving feast at Denny’s
that included a 70-dollar shower at some small motel in Beatty.
Mom harvested a 165-inch ram, a ram that we called Teddy. We
celebrated that November day with champagne and cheers on the
mountain. It was an honor to be there with my family, friends, and
my fiancé Mike.
Fast forward to 2017, we met the Wildlife Revolutions Crew
for a beer on tag results day to celebrate. As 4:00 drew near
everyone started pulling out their phones, it was Kyle Teel I first
cheered with as he drew a Bares tag. Then his brother Bub’s
noticed he drew a Stonewalls tag. That meant they were spending
Thanksgiving sheep hunting. My fiancé at the time Mike snuck off
to check his own results without interruptions. After checking out
my own results and calling my party tag holder to inform her we
drew a deer/elk combination tag in area 16, Mike came up and
told me he had drawn a 181 tag.
A 181-tag meant that I would be going sheep hunting for
Thanksgiving again. Truthfully, I hope I get to do it every year.
Mike and I got married June 2017, honeymooned thereafter in
Yellowstone, and it was right after the honeymoon that I lost my
husband to scouting for his sheep. Mike spent weekend after
weekend in every canyon taking pictures at every waterhole to
find the perfect sheep. Well, I shouldn’t say I lost him, I went
scouting with him. I enjoy seeing sheep in their natural habitat,
and my favorite thing to see is the lambs. It is a big thank you to
Jason Salisbury and his family along with my parents who shared
in their plethora of knowledge about the unit and the sheep that
inhabit there that aided Mike in his scouting.
November seemed like it took forever to get here. We had a
successful doe antelope hunt in September. My friend Derah
and I enjoyed tag soup with our cow elk and mule deer tag, and
we got to assist two juniors harvest their first bucks. Finally,
November came, and it was time to start food prepping, packing,
and planning for this once in a lifetime hunt. Mike had an e-mail
hit list going of the rams that he felt were worthy to take a closer
look at. My mom, our good friend Katie, and I had a full menu for
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the 6 days we had for sure planned on being there. This hunt was
going to be a great time.
We arrived in our camp spot on Saturday before opening day, we
set up camp, and then the boys set out for scouting. Meanwhile
back at camp we played games, and that night for dinner we were
joined by Heather and Jason Salisbury and their two kids for a
barbecue along with many friends and family to open our week at
sheep camp. That night there were stories being told, great food,
and many memories to be treasured.
The following day was spent driving around the unit looking for
Mike’s number one ram, we still had not found him. Mike and
his friend Joe Dibble hiked around behind camp in the morning.
My parents, Chris Cefalu, the Furmans and I spent our morning
glassing up about 40 sheep, which many were rams. That
afternoon Mike, Joe, and I hiked along the backside of another
mountain only to find 31 ewes. 31 ewes is nothing to be sad
about, it means that the herd is healthy.
On our way up to the hike about 200 yards off the road, Joe
spotted a band of rams on the hillside. Mike and Joe pulled out
spotting scopes and chatted. Mike and Joe were bantering about
this not being the number one ram. I looked at Mike and told
him, “I would have a really hard time passing that ram, I would
shoot him on opening day.” We finished our hike and headed
back to camp to have some stew and plan for opening day. Mike
thankfully had used his phone scope to snap a photo of that band
of rams we found. My dad and Kyle Neill told Mike he had better
take another look at that ram the following morning. The plan was
we will all meet on the road to glass up the ram we had seen the
night before. In our camp that night there were 10 people staying
with us to spot sheep, and the following morning four more were
joining us to help.
Opening morning was finally here! If you are a hunter you
understand every opening morning of a tag is like Christmas
morning, so exciting! Mike, our friend Dan, and I drove to our
glassing spot at first light. We had glassed up a band of rams that
morning where we stopped, but we had to drive up the road to get
a better look at the group of rams. We met up with the rest of our
group, scopes a plenty, and started analyzing the band to see if
the shooter was in there. He was, the excitement was contagious,
my dad was amped, our friends were amped, and Mike was now
ready to hike in on the ram we had glassed up the night before.
Just as Mike and his good friends set off to hike in on the ram,
Remi said “I’ve got 15 more rams has anyone looked at these?”
Just like that the spotting scopes were out and working again.
There was a gorgeous ram in that group, one that made my day.

We believe this was Mike’s number one ram, the ram he had
been e-mailing us about to keep our eyes peeled for. However,
with a group consensus we determined the ram from the night
before had much more mass and would score better. So, Mike,
Remi, Kyle, and Dan planned out how to go kill the ram from the
night before.
The boys drove up the mountain a little way, and then set out on
their steep trek to sneak up on the band of sheep that the ram
was in. By this time, the band of rams had found some ewes. The
ram was in a band of about 20 sheep. When sheep are banded
up it can be a very tricky ordeal. Often when they feel threatened
they will stand together, bodies turned all different directions, and
bolt at the slightest movement.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Alaska Trophy
Hunts/Forrester’s Gun dogs/Missouri River Lodge
as 37th Annual Banquet Sponsors

After about ten minutes, which seemed like a lifetime I heard
a shot. I remember praying please let that be Mike’s shot and
that he hit it. I can’t imagine what Mike was going through in the
moment, the wait, the frustration that the ram would not leave
the band to get a clear shot. But he did, and we got confirmation
through the spotting scope that it was Mike’s shot and he hit the
ram. Hooray!
We all drove up to the mountain, to see Mike and his trophy. It
was a steep hike up to where the ram died. There was even a
three-year-old boy that hiked up to the ram that day. Something
he will never forget. This will be a day I will never forget, the
cheering on the mountain, the celebrating of Mike’s trophy, and
the memories with friends and family. One of the memories, is the
tradition that I started on my mom’s sheep hunt to pop the cork
of a bottle of champagne to celebrate the trophy ram. A ram is
a trophy that can be once in a lifetime, thus hiking up a bottle of
champagne is totally worth it. The champagne was flowing that
day, I hope that when I draw my sheep tag my crew remembers I
love Mumm Napa. Nevertheless, if you have not been on a sheep
hunt, you should try it out the next time you have a buddy with a
sheep tag.
(Sidebar): As a conservationist, it has been instilled in me as a
young girl to appreciate and take care of the creatures that God
has blessed us with. That being said… We would not be able to
have sheep on our mountains in this state without the knowledge
and countless efforts of our biologists coupled with the volunteers
at NBU. A big thank you to Jason Salisbury to paying such good
attention to the sheep in Unit 181, but also to other biologist who
take the time to watch over and consciously conserve our sheep
populations. We appreciate your efforts. If you want to be a part
of the conservation movement come join us on one of the guzzler
projects or a trap and transplant. To receive a link for the video
from this hunt please contact: kbelding1222@gmail.com.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Gerber
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Reaching New Heights in

Environmental
Excellence

NEW THIS YEAR
Don’t Miss the
WATERFOWLER’S
DREAM RAFFLE
at this year’s banquet

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Barrick
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Learn more at barrick.com/responsibility
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NEVADA DESERT BIGHORN
By Randy R.
I have been trying to draw a sheep tag since I was 18 years old.
And now at 61 years old, I figured it would never happen.
Being a non-resident, Nevada has been better to me than my
home state of Washington in getting tags. Much to my surprise,
in June I couldn’t believe my eyes. My name was listed in the
successful column for Desert bighorn in Nevada. I also drew an
antelope tag for Nevada… Thinking maybe I could antelope hunt
and have time to head south and do a scouting trip for sheep, I
found there just wasn’t enough time with my busy work schedule.
I thought it would be best to hire a guide, since this may be my
only opportunity in my lifetime to hunt sheep. After talking to
several guides, I settled on Nevada Guide Service. This being
my first ever guided hunt, I checked out their referrals and felt
good about my choice of guides.

My son Travis would be joining me on the hunt and we
could hardly wait for November. We chose to hunt the
second week, allowing us to spend time with our family over
Thanksgiving. Arriving at camp on the 28th of November
around noon, we met with our guide Seth who had a ram
spotted; he thought was worth checking out. After a long

drive we met up with the other guide Jason who had been
keeping eyes on the sheep. After looking through the
spotting scope, I agreed it was a beautiful ram, but passed
as I had not waited this long to hunt sheep and have it over
the first afternoon.
The next morning Travis and Jason headed south while
Seth and I went north to find sheep. The morning spent
with Seth, we looked over dozens of sheep with a handful
of nice rams. Shortly later we got a call from Jason, saying
they had a ram spotted we needed to look over closer. After
driving many miles south we met up with Travis and
Jason, only to find out that the ram has disappeared in
to one of the many folds of rugged terrain.
Glassing up several other sheep we decided to split
up again and glass our way back towards camp. After
stopping at a few spots and spotting several more
sheep, we stopped at one last place before camp.
Right away Seth spotted a group of young rams.
Looking more to the south, I spotted a couple of ewes.
Telling Seth where they were he got excited and said
“look what’s bedded between those two ewes.”
I knew from the moment I laid the glass on the big
Ram, I knew I would be thrilled to take him. Wanting
my son to be there, we called and told Travis and
Jason, we’d found the one.

COUNT ON THE

EXPERTS.
As the world’s largest industrial auctioneer, Ritchie Bros.
helps thousands of people sell billions of dollars of heavy
equipment and trucks every year. Customers all around the
world know they can count on our expertise to help them
confidently exchange equipment at our fair, professional
unreserved public auctions.
To sell your equipment and trucks, contact your local
Ritchie Bros. representative: Brian Hamre 530.867.2241
Bhamre@auction.com

rbauction.com

After a short stalk and steep uphill 350 yards shot, my
dream of taking a Sheep had finally come true.
My only regret was tagging out so early in the hunt.
Giving many thanks to Travis, Seth and Jason, I
couldn’t have had a better group of hunting partners to
share this experience with.
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Supports
Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

800-400-1610

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited gratefully
acknowledges Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers
as a 37th annual banquet sponsor.

20 Locations Serving
Northern & Southern Nevada
NBUGratefully
Gratefully Acknowledges
___________
NBU
Acknowledges
AHERN
a 36th Annual Banquet Sponsor
as aas37th
Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Join the 38th Annual NBU Banquet

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Leica
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Wall of Heads!

Lightning-Fast.
Extended ranging to 2,200 yards.
With its pioneering ABC® ballistic system, the Leica Geovid HD-B rangefinder delivers
all the essential information you need for placing shots with precision at the press of a
button and in only 0.3 seconds. With the aid of its microSD card, you can also upload
your own particular ballistic specifications to the system. In addition to the linear distance, you can read off the following parameters for various types of hunting: holdover
correction, equivalent horizontal range, and the required reticle adjustment in clicks.
___ results take into account temperature, barometric pressure, and angle
___ incorporates Perger-Porro prism system for high light transmission and
high-contrast viewing image
___ open, ergonomically shaped, curved bridge design for fatigue-free observation
___ models available: Geovid 8x42 HD-B, Geovid 10x42 HD-B

See for yourself at your Leica dealer or find out more at www.leica-hunting.com.
Join the conversation on Facebook at /LeicaHunting
LEICA GEOVID
10 x 42 HD-B

MINI ACTION - BIG BITE

Come One, Come all!
At the March 30, 2018 NBU Banquet
there will be a special drawing for all
participants in the “Wall of Heads” we will
be raffling off a NBU grub box, a Henry's
lever action .22 long rifle and a 50 quart Yeti
cooler for the participants who are willing
to display their shoulder mounts on the wall. We will need you to
bring your mounts to the Peppermill on Friday March 30 before noon
allowing them to be placed on our wall and pick up the mounts on
Saturday March 31st @ 11:00 am.

BULLETS NEVER LIE
Compact, lightweight and eﬃcient
12% shorter action for quick follow up shots
Available in .204 Ruger, .222 Rem.,
.223 Rem & now 7.62x39 & 6.5 Grendel
H.A.C.T. two-stage, adjustable trigger
M.O.A Guarantee
Lifetime Warranty

The drawing will be held @10:30 Saturday March 31st. Contact
Tom Pellett (775) 690-9029, tom@pellettconstruction.net or
Matt Sweitzer 775-685-6477, matt@alpinesurgical.com
if you are interested. Limited to the 1st 75 mounts.
18
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Legacy Sports
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

LEARN MORE AT:

WWW.LEGACYSPORTS.COM

~ Thank you for your participation ~
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2018 Banquet
Live Auction

MEXICO DESERT SHEEP HUNT
This spectacular hunt is back to NBU’s auction. Don’t miss this opportunity
to hunt your Desert Bighorn in style, through La Palmosa Outfitters in
Cuatrocienegas, Coahuila, Mexico. This hunt is the result of a successful 2004
reintroduction of sheep from Tiburon Island into a region with a rich bighorn
history. Careful and conservative wildlife management has allowed the rebirth
of hunting, with a dozen La Palmosa clients harvesting rams in the last three
years, averaging over 179”
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NV Unit 231 Deer Tag
This is a very special opportunity to hunt Mule Deer in Unit 231. This unit in
White Pine County is one of the most coveted Mule Deer tags in the West
and produces some of the biggest bucks taken in the state every year. By
purchasing this tag you will have the choice to hunt the unit with a bow, with a
muzzleloader or rifle to harvest your trophy! Hunting excluded on the ranch.
This is your chance to harvest a monster mule deer!
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NEVADA BIGHORNS UNLIMITED
in coordination with NB Ewes, the women of NBU

GEAR UP FOR
THE ROAD AHEAD.

K I A | L E X U S | M A Z DA | T OYO TA

Maison’s Closet began in 2017 to enable youth in our community to pursue their
love of the outdoors by providing gently used camo, outdoor apparel, boots, and
gear such as binoculars, range finders, youth packs, etc. to youth in need. At this
time, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, in coordination with NB Ewes, the women of
NBU, is collecting items and would greatly appreciate any donations. It is the goal
to disburse all donations to youth in need as soon as possible. Youth rifle hunting
begins in October and many of those holding youth tags will appreciate a free item
or two! Please see below for donation locations and contact information for
pickups. Your generosity will help keep our heritage alive!

Donations can be dropped off at two locations:
K I A | L E X U S | M A Z DA | T OYO TA

Stantec
6995 Sierra Center Parkway
Reno, NV 89511

Desert Hills Animal Hospital
760 E. Lincoln Way
Sparks, NV 89434

OR
Call for pickup: (775) 276-5108

K I A | L E X U S | M A Z DA | T OYO TA

Dolan Auto Group is a proud supporter
of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited.
22

DolanAutoGroup.com

NBU Journal . Volume 35 . Number 1

K I A | L E X U S | M A Z DA | T OYO TA

Maison’s Closet was established by NBU,
in coordination with the NB Ewes, the women of NBU,
with support from Maison T Ortiz Youth Skills, and Nevada Department of Wildlife.
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WHEELS AND TIRES
FOR PERFORMANCE
AND GOOD LOOKS!

THE WOUNDED HERO PROGRAM
By Tom Fennell
Each year, NBU has the privilege of helping out with a
great program put on by the Nevada Outfitters and Guides
Association (NOGA) called the Nevada Wounded Heroes
Hunt. The program was created by NOGA to say thank
you and give back to Nevada military veterans who have been
wounded in a military conflict.

YOUR NORTHERN NEVADA LES SCHWAB TIRE
CENTERS ARE GIVING AWAY A WHEEL AND TIRE
PACKAGE VALUED UP TO $2500.

In the past, NBU has helped purchase a landowner tag for
a Wounded Hero deer hunt. This year, Mr. Albert Seeno of
the Peppermill stepped up in a huge way when he donated a
landowner tag for Nevada Hunt unit 231. This is a coveted mule
deer tag, and for Mr. Seeno to donate the hunt is an extreme
act of generosity and support for this worthwhile program. With
the help of Mark McVeigh, Rachel Buzzetti, and Ken Bunker,
we were able to identify an extremely deserving Purple Heart
recipient, First Sergeant Michael Davis. 1SG Davis serves in the
Nevada Army National Guard and was wounded while serving in
Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Freedom.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Les Schwab
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

For many of our service members, the ability to hunt big game
in the west is hard to make a reality with work schedules, active
duty, and family obligations. So as sportsmen and women, having
a program like this is a small way to say thank you and give back
to someone who was willing to lay down their life for the country
which we live in today. I can’t think of a better feeling than being
out in the mountains hunting mule deer in October. And I’m
thankful we have military service members like 1SG Davis who
are there to serve and protect the country where we have so
much to be thankful for and to enjoy.

On July 9th, 2009 and only four days into the deployment, in the
Mayl Valley, Laghman Province Afghanistan, members of the
NVARNG were operating as part of Task Force Wild Horse. Then
SSG Mike Davis, acting as Section Leader for the NVARNG’s
1st Squadron 221st Armored Cavalry unit demonstrated multiple
acts of bravery before and after being wounded by enemy fire
during an IED ambush. He received a Purple Heart and Army
Commendation medal with Valor for his actions while engaged in
a firefight with the enemy.
As the gunner in the lead vehicle of a convoy, Mike scanned
ahead and saw an IED trip wire running from the road to a
ravine. He halted the convoy short of the IED, which prevented
a detonation and loss of life of US Soldiers. After stopping the
convoy, he saw two enemy fighters hiding in the ravine and
alerted the dismount teams. The insurgents directed PKM
machine gun fire at Mike as the dismount Soldiers maneuvered
for cover to return fire. Gunfire destroyed his 50 Cal machine
gun, and one round ricocheted off his armored vehicle and struck
him in the shoulder. It was later determined the shrapnel that hit
Mike was so hot, it seared the wound channel, which prevented
bleeding. Another NVARNG Soldier returned fire disabling the
enemy gun and wounding the insurgent, which ended the attack
and saved SSG Davis’ life. As a result of SSG Davis’ actions, he
successfully stopped an ambush that would have resulted in the
death of US soldiers, and he received the Army Commendation
with Valor.
Mike still serves in the NVARNG’s premier Combat Arms unit,
1-221 Cavalry, located in Las Vegas, where he is the First
Sergeant of Alpha Troop and a skilled Bradley Master Gunner.

24
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His unit recently returned from Boise, ID gunnery qualifications
where Mike oversaw the expenditure of 130,000 rounds of ammo
valued at $4,300,000. Nevada’s 1-221 CAV qualified 26 Bradley
Crews, 14 Tank Crews, and 6 120mm Mortar Crews.
The Hunt
With tag in hand, the task turned to finding a guide for the
hunt. As part of this program, NOGA works with its members
to match a master guide to the hunt with the hunter. With one
call, John Stever of Vantage Point Outfitting in Pioche jumped
at the opportunity. John and his crew scouted all summer and
fall for the hunt, working diligently on their own time to make this
a memorable hunt for Mike. John and his team donated their
time and resources, and like so many others involved with this
program, John went the extra mile to try and make it a successful
hunt.
The season quickly approached, and John and crew were able
to locate a beautiful buck early in the hunt. As you can see by
the pictures, 1SG Davis was successful in harvesting a heck of a
deer, and one that is very well deserved.

12 NORTHERN NEVADA LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

And from 1SG Mike Davis, “I was honored to be selected when
many others are more worthy, having paid a greater price
than I during their military service. I was also blessed to join
John and his team of great people for what was a wonderful
hunt in historic and beautiful Nevada. This experience held
tremendous value for me on several levels. I wish to extend a
warm “Thank You” to John and the crew, NBU and a special
thanks to Mr. Seeno for making this all happen.”
A huge thank you to Albert Seeno of Peppermill Resort Hotel and
John Stever of Vantage Point Outfitting for their donations to this
hunt.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Little Waldorf
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
New Zealand Hunting Safaris
as 37th Annual Banquet Sponsors

CALL MIKE

775.857.7084

WWW.NELSONSTAXIDERMY.COM

Conveniently located off the Mt. Rose Highway

Nelson’s Taxidermy proudly supports NBU
and their conservation efforts.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
the Evans Group as a
37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
Representatives for these great manufacturers:
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Savannah Safaris
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU’s Taxidermy Competition
Returns on 3/30/18
Categories include: Large Mammal &
Small Mammals/Birds/Fish

$2,500 Scheels gift card for 1st place in big and small game
$1,000 Scheels gift card for each 2nd place winner
$500 Scheels gift card for each 3rd place winner
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Email Tom Fennell to enter tfennell@dicksoncg.com
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Alaska Dall Sheep Hunt
Hunt with renowned guide service Dillinger River Outfitters for Dall Sheep, and
pick your year! You can hunt this year or 2019. Upgrades with Caribou, Moose, and
bear are available, as are additional hunters if you want to bring a buddy.
Dillinger River Outfitters (DRO) is an outfitter and guide service based in the
Dillinger River drainage of the world famous Alaska Range. Bordered on the east
by Denali National Park, with over 3 million permitted acres to hunt, and nearly
100 miles from the nearest road, DRO is sure to exceed your expectations of true
Alaskan wilderness.
Specializing in remote fly-in hunting,
the knowledgeable guides and staff
are passionate about the pursuit and
determined to ensure you a safe and
successful experience. The outfitter
will work to understand each client’s
expectations and individual abilities
and offer a personalized experience
tailor-made to match.
The season runs from August 10th
to September 20th with most rams
being taken on their summer range
throughout August. Rams harvested at
DRO are 8 – 10 years old, and average
36” – 38” length. Most sheep hunts
are done “bivy style” from minimal
backpack camps accessed by airplane
and ATV from the lodge. The remote
portions of the Alaska Range have
historically produced several rams
each year over 40” length.
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NV1
“Harcourts NV1 is committed to providing exceptional and personal
service to our clients and community. A level of service that makes each
person we have the privilege to assist, feel like part of the family.”
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Gratefully Acknowledges
Jeremy Page as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

Home is with Harcourts
…for all of your real estate needs, contact your Harcourts professional today!
www.harcourtsnv.com | 775.826.6810 | 6770 S. McCarran Blvd. Reno, NV 89509

IT’S IN YOUR

MORNING COMMUTE.

© 2014 Cabela’s Inc.

2018 Banquet
Live Auction

PROUD PARTNER OF

IT’S IN YOUR NATURE.

TM

Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Cabela’s
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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HERITAGE TAG AUCTION
Wildlife Heritage Tag
Desert (Nelson) Bighorn Sheep

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF NBU
Capriotti’s on Plumb Lane in the Reno Costco Centre

Nevada continues to produce tremendous trophy desert bighorn rams. In 2016, 18 rams scoring 170+ B&C were
harvested from 8 different units with the largest scoring over 182 B&C! A 182 or better B&C class ram has been harvested
in each of the last 7 seasons! The 2016 season set another all-time record of harvesting 292 desert bighorn rams.
This speaks volumes to the success of Nevada’s bighorn restoration program with dedicated biologists and passionate
sportsmen working hand in hand to restore and sustain bighorn statewide. Without NBU this huge success would have not
been possible. Nevada is home to 9,000 desert bighorn sheep! With great pride and commitment to this program, NBU
is again thrilled to offer this highly-coveted Desert Bighorn Heritage Tag at our Annual Banquet. 100% of the bid amount
tonight goes the Wildlife Heritage Trust Fund to support bighorn restoration and management.

Owned By Ken Cassas And Tony Reviglio

1280 East Plumb Lane | 775.449.5519
NBU Journal
. Volumeat
35 Capriottis.com/catering
. Number 1
32 Order
Online
or thru the Capriotti’s CAPaddicts! App

33

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!
Tom and Tammi Czyz invite you to come
see the new and continuing upgrades!

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Czyz’s
as a 37th Annual Banquet
Sponsor

RV Hookups
Restaurant, Bar & Pool Table
Tent Camping Available

2018 Banquet
Raffle Preview

Two Motel Rooms

MAJOR'S PLACE BAR & RV PARK
ELY, NEVADA
Just 26 miles SE of Ely on Highway 93
(775) 591-0347

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete Camp Package Raffle
$3,000 Scheels Shopping Spree Raffle
Husqvarna Chainsaw Raffle
Sportsman’s Package Raffle
Howa HCR 6.5 Creedmore Rifle Raffle
Pendleton Revolving Gun Safe Raffle
Fly Rod Package Raffle
• High Stakes Wildlife Poker Raffle
• Various Card Game Raffles
• NBU Tumbler Raffle for Rifle
• Smith & Wesson .460 Pistol Raffle
• AR-15 Saint with ACOG Scope
Walk-Around Raffle

JOIN OR DONATE

NBU GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGES WSF
AS A 37TH ANNUAL
BANQUET SPONSOR
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TODAY
406.404.8750

www. Wi l dS he e pFoundati o n . o rg
CONSERVING WILDLIFE - PROMOTING OUR HUNTING HERITAGE
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges African Arrow
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Scheels
as a 37th Annual Banquet Sponsor
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Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?
Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU today!
Over the last thirty-eight years, NBU has grown to become
the largest grass roots volunteer sportsmen’s organization in
Nevada, and quite possibly the country! Through the support
of our members, NBU has raised millions of dollars and logged
literally thousands of volunteer hours to benefit Nevada’s
wildlife. In the past five years alone, NBU has funded and
actively participated in numerous big game capture, relocation
and survey projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild horse control,
made equipment and repair donations essential to NDOW,
participated in disease outbreak and prevention programs,
funded wildlife research including bighorn sheep, mountain
goats, elk, mule deer and sage grouse studies, supported
sound science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and fishing
forums, as well as participated in numerous range restoration
projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to Nevada
currently having well over 11,000 bighorn sheep within our
borders. That is more bighorn sheep than any other state
in the lower 48! NBU has been largely responsible for

transplanting bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges
in Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not only about
wild sheep! Through the donations and participation from
concerned sportsmen and sportswomen such as you, NBU has
increased opportunities to hunt big and small game animals, as
well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in the
Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to the Annual
Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering your time one day
a year on a project sponsored by NBU to perpetuate the
mission of the organization; and finally (4) By joining using the
application form on the adjacent page or via our website at
http://NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect and
enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor
and wildlife enthusiasts for this and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
& Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393

Non-Profit
Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Reno, NV
Permit #723

Quality, custom designed trophies with
a six month turnaround. Visit our website
to view more of our custom sheep.
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