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EDITOR’S LETTER
Last journal, we advertised for a
youth essay contest and the essays
we received were outstanding.
Our panel of judges had a difficult
time selecting the winners because
they were all incredible. The great
thing about these essays were that
the majority of them talked about
a grandparent or parent taking
them fishing or hunting. Those
experiences are so important for
today’s youth, especially with all
the electronic distractions that are
present in today’s world. There is
something special about being able
to disconnect from your day to day
life and focus on the moment of
being immersed in nature.

I

t’s that time of year again when
you get to escape from your busy
life to explore the great outdoors
in pursuit of making lifelong
memories and maybe even try
to fill your own tag if you are lucky!
Archery season has been underway, and
I’ve already been hearing about some
incredible experiences from friends and
NBU members. Our own Jenny Chappell
filled her first archery tag, and we are so
proud of her! Other members have been
busy inspecting guzzlers and fences for
NDOW’s volunteer guzzler program.
These repairs and inspections are a great
way to get out while helping wildlife at
the same time! It is a shame we can’t get
together for guzzler builds this summer
as our crew always works so hard and
also plays hard. If you are itching to
have a reason to learn a new area, this
is a perfect opportunity to explore new
territory.
The Ewes were busy this summer
collecting meat donations, as well
as new and used youth hunting gear
and clothing. The youth clothing drive
resulted in quite the turn out this year
with the highest attendance rate yet! If
you have any gently used items or meat
donations, you can reach out to me or
the Ewes to coordinate a pick up or drop
off.

We are happy to announce we have
brought on three new directors, and
we are excited to see the value they
bring to NBU. They all have been
involved with NBU and volunteer
events for years so it is likely that
you already know them. Please
welcome Mark McVeigh, Trevor
Puryear, and Mike Ryan to the board
of directors.
I also wanted to say congratulations to
Tiffany East for becoming the first woman
ever to hold the chairperson position of
the Nevada Wildlife Commission. This
is a huge accomplishment, and I am so
happy for Tiffany! The Commission has
also appointed two new members –Ron
Pierini of Douglas County and Shane
Rogers from Clark County. Ron served
as the Douglas County Sheriff for 21
years and was awarded the Wayne E.
Kirch Conservation Award earlier this
year for his involvement with Operation
Game Thief and Carson Valley Chukar
Club. Shane has served on the board of
directors for the Fraternity of the Desert
Bighorn and has volunteered countless
hours on wildlife and habitat projects.
Welcome to the Commission!
Stay safe out there and happy hunting!

Lydia Peri
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
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ONLINE MERCHANDISE
Our online store has been updated with new apparel and gifts!
We have special items that have our 40th year logo!
Go to nevadabighornsunlimited.org/store to buy your items today!
** NBU would like to thank Darcy Tate for the beautiful Grand Slam drawing that is pictured on
select shirts and sweatshirts. Darcy is a huge NBU supporter and frequently provides items for
NBU-Reno, Fallon NBU, and many others. Thank you Darcy for your support! If you would like to
check out more of his artwork and maybe treat yourself to something nice, go to fineartamerica.
com/profiles/darcy-tate

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

T

he summer is coming to a close. Hunters have
received their hunting tags and have made their
plans to get out of Dodge. We Nevadans sometimes
forget how well we have it when it comes to having such a
volume of hunting opportunities and places to go, uninhibited
by private land. Some states have several tags, but it comes
with minimal access. Of course, we do not all get tags each
and every year. We do get chukar and lots of fishing though.
Recently we had the loss of one of our founding fathers of
NBU, Chris Ellena. We are always taken back by a loss of a
husband, wife, family member or friend. NBU is determined to
recognize the people that helped with getting NBU started.
Without them, we would not enjoy the incredible bighorn
sheep populations that we see today. Starting a program and
organization like NBU from scratch is hard to fathom. I want
to applaud all those that helped make NBU what it is. NBU
is at the top of all non-profits since we are an all-volunteer
organization.
Larry Johnson, another founding father, has asked that we
commemorate a guzzler to recognize our past founding
members. Jim Puryear has grabbed this project and is
running with it. Soon you will hear where it is and what we
have in store to make it a special tribute to our founding
board members. I hope that we can properly dedicate this
guzzler with a contingent of NBU members, Chris’s family and
current and past NBU board members, keeping in light our
Covid protocol. I for one will have a mask burning ceremony.
I hope it is a bonfire seen from 20 miles away.

We are currently working with NDOW on a guzzler
observation, maintenance, and repair program. Our guzzler
committee, Steve Hall, Pat Reichman and Allen Stanley are
working with our other board members, Chris Cefalu, Josh
Vittori, Tom Fennell, Caleb Van Kirk, Steve Field and myself
along with Matt Maples, Alan Jenne and Jack Robb from
NDOW to get this going.
The crux of this project is a twofold. One is to take care of and
maintain the hard work that is required to put on guzzlers.
The second is generating dollars for NDOW which means
dollars for hunters and fishermen.
We can generate an unusual amount of monies through the
Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act.
Go to any of the websites to get educated. Wikipedia has
great information. There is an 11% excise tax on all firearms
and ammunition. With today’s peaceful riots, the purchases
have gone through the roof. After a project is completed
and submitted, we (NDOW) can submit for a reimbursement
up to 75%. We can generate a ton of money with all our
volunteers and friends if they follow the guidelines set forth
regarding guzzlers. You can learn more about this program in
this journal and read a story about Mike Ryan’s recent guzzler
inspection trip. We truly need everyone’s help and energy.
The money goes to great causes, like fire rehab, capture and
transplant and fish hatcheries.
Thank you and may you have a successful hunting season.

Supports
Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

Pat Pinjuv
NBU President

800-400-1610

20 Locations Serving
Northern & Southern Nevada
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IN THE FIELD

NBU Director Caleb Van Kirk and David
Kirkwood with their buddy Jonathan and his
awesome buck

Editors Note: Please feel free to email us a picture of you in your NBU gear for
the journal. Emails can be sent to Lydia Peri at Peri.Lydia@gmail.com.

Jeff and Tyler
Turnipseed

Photo by Andy McCormick
Ralph Adams' 2020 Heritage
California Bighorn

Jim and Marina
Puryear

Heather Kluever

Jason Salisbury
with an innovative
NBU face mask
(Blindfold used
during sheep
captures)
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Mike A. was the winner of
the 2019 Dall Sheep hunt
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River Outfitters
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NEW NBU DIRECTOR INTRODUCTIONS

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges

Earlier this summer, NBU brought on three new directors. As you may know, NBU directors stay very busy working on
banquet tasks, planning guzzler projects, working on legislative items, collaborating with other NGOs and NDOW and
many other things. NBU directors volunteer their time and they do it for Nevada’s wildlife. Meet the three new directors
below! They are all outstanding individuals and will bring years of experience to our board!

Mark McVeigh

I have considered Nevada my home for the last 39 years and have been
fortunate to develop many friendships centered around hunting and fishing
throughout the state. I have been hunting and fishing since I was young,
took a break while in college, and have been trying to catch-up ever since.
My biggest enjoyment is watching my 16 year-old develop a passion for
the outdoors. Ensuring that his generation, and future generations, have
the same opportunities is important to me and needs to be protected and
provided.
I consider it a privilege to be added to one off the most successful wildlife
enhancement organizations in the country. In the brief time that I have spent
on the Board, the dedication and knowledge of its members is amazing, and
I look forward to working with and learning from them.

Trevor Puryear

My name is Trevor Puryear, I'm a third generation Nevadan. I have been an
avid hunter and outdoorsman my whole life. I grew up hunting, fishing and
have been sub guiding for my dad for the last 15 years. I graduated from the
University of Nevada and have been working in Orthopedic Medical sales
the last 10 years. I'm very passionate about teaching youth how to hunt
and the importance of hunting in Nevada and the conservation of wildlife.
I’ve spent the last eight years volunteering for the Reno Rodeo, and I enjoy
being able to give my time back to the community. I have been volunteering
for Nevada Bighorns Unlimited since my dad, Jim, was president in the 80s.
I absolutely love the outdoors, most importantly in the mountains.

Canyons West Guide Service 6 Carson Valley Chukar Club 6 Darin Elmore
Dave Stanley 6 Elko Fly Shop 6 Green Gulch Ranch
Jarbidge Wilderness Guide & Packing 6 Lathrop & Sons 6 Reno Vulcanizing
Scott Freeman Guide Service 6 Tactical Hearing
The Joinery/Frank Bluess & Co 6 Twisted Horn Outfitters 6 Walker River Outfitters

as 2020 Sponsors
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
the Evans Group as a
2020 Sponsor

Mike Ryan

I joined my family in Nevada in June of 1970 and attended the Carson City
School system until graduating high school in 1979.

Representatives for these great manufacturers:

I worked for the State of Nevada Legislative branch of government from
January 1983 until retirement in May 2011. I also returned as a staff member
for the 2013, 2015, 2017, and 2019 sessions. I was employed as a member of the
General Services unit tasked with warehousing all Legislative Counsel Bureau
and some of the Supreme Court publications (warehousing and ordering all
office supplies and furniture to fulfill the needs of both the Legislators and staff).
We shipped and received both mail and publications. I also moved legislators
into and out of offices during their time as Senate and or Assembly members
in addition to setting up special events for staff legislators and visitors to the
Legislature.
I was a member of the National Pony Express Associations Nevada Division
from 1985 through 2015. I held several different board positions during the
earlier years and was a Ride Captain most of that time organizing riders and
schedules for all but White Pine county during those years, trading around
sections across the years from state line to the White Pine county line. Most of
these sections are less than 65 miles. The highlight of my involvement with this
organization was in 1996 when I was honored to represent this organization
carrying the Olympic Torch for half a mile during the relay to Atlanta for the
summer games.
I was an active participant in Boy Scout Troop 143 in Carson City for six years
with my two sons, one of which became an Eagle Scout. During this time we
were fortunate enough to have participated in several fifty mile trips, both land
and water, and a Philmont scout camp adventure.
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COALITION FOR HEALTHY NEVADA LANDS, WILDLIFE
AND WILD HORSES – NEW GROUP ON THE BLOCK
Many of the Nevada conservation organizations, especially
those who support our bighorn sheep program, were
instrumental in helping fund the Horse Rich & Dirt Poor
Documentary that debuted in spring 2019 that brought
much needed awareness to the plight of our degraded
western rangelands and riparian/meadow areas caused
by excessive horses. Our last estimate for people who
have watched the film was approximately 400,000 based
on statistics from The Wildlife Society, the sponsor and
host of the film. One of the key roles of the film was to
be a “conversation starter” to engage the general public
and even horse advocates to educate those who care for,
live off, and recreate on our precious public lands. Last
fall in Reno, a hugely successful event was orchestrated
by a small grass-root group of nature lovers, scientists,

By Mike Cox,
NDOW

former Wildlife Commission Chair, Jeremy Drew. We
received so many great comments of how much they
learned, and people were craving for “what is the next
step” and how can they help the cause?

BECOME A PART OF THE
NEVADA BIGHORNS UNLIMITED LEGACY
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited needs your help to continue the growth of our education and
conservation programs for Nevada’s wildlife. Consider NBU in your estate planning.

From that event spawned our grass root Coalition for
Healthy Nevada Lands, Wildlife, and Wild Horses! We
are a diverse and passionate group of volunteers (like Tina
Nappe, Karen Boeger, Judi Caron, and Willie Molini to
name a few) who are advocates for our native wildlife and
for healthy riparian areas and rangelands. The Coalition
is staying informed on the latest BLM plans and actions
on horse management be they long-term, mare fertility
drugs, emergency gathers, or long-term pastures. BLM
has been very appreciative of our letters of support for

Photo by Victor Clark

We have an increasing number of members of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited who are now benefiting
from life income gifts, gift annuities, and other plans. Please show your support of Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited and all of its many worthwhile programs by giving today.

and sportsmen to use the HR&DP film to do just that. It
was held at the Nevada Museum of Art where over 300
people attended. It was a perfect venue with social hour
and several educational displays from the BLM Wild Horse
program to local elementary teacher, Ryan Brock, who
highlighted his efforts to educate kids on proper public
land management involving horses for healthy native
wildlife populations and habitats. The HR&DP film kicked
off the evening on a huge screen with all very attentive
to the film’s message and cinematography. Though horse
advocates were present and were protesting outside the
museum, they were overshadowed by the majority who
were wildlife and wildland advocates. We then had a
great panel of professionals and advocates who answered
questions from the audience for 1.5 hours, facilitated by

12
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their recent gathers this summer, since they typically only
get negativity from horse advocate groups. We also are
engaging with local leaders and especially Congressionals
who control funding for BLM to manage horses and burros.
If you are interested in being a part of the Coalition, please
reach out to our leader:
Rebekah Stetson
Chairwoman
Coalition for Healthy Nevada Lands, Wildlife and Free
Roaming Horses
775-342-7675
healthynevadalands@gmail.com

Planned gifts benefit both the individual and Nevada Bighorns Unlimited. Through planned giving,
individuals can achieve both income tax benefits as well as estate tax savings. Such a gift is
usually the result of careful financial and/or estate planning, and is often combined with current
gifts as part of an overall giving program.
Individual gifts can be structured in many ways. You can contribute through gifts of stock, real
estate, or other personal assets. Our Foundation Directors are here to work with your needs and
answer questions regarding contributions.

If you would like more information on this conservation opportunity or have
questions about how you might be able to donation, please contact us at
info@nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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REPRESENTING NEVADA’S WILDLIFE AND SPORTSMEN

On June 27, 2020, I attended my last meeting of the Nevada
Board of Wildlife Commissioners as a member of that
Commission. My second, three-year term sadly came to
an end that day in my hometown of Yerington. To say that
it was an honor and privilege to represent the sportsmen
and sportswomen of Nevada, as well as Nevada’s wildlife,
on the Commission over the past six years would be a gross
understatement. My experience on the Commission was
one of the most rewarding experiences of my professional
life. So, when NBU asked me to write an article about my
time on the Commission and how I got there, I was eager
to do so.

However, I was most eager to share my experience on the
Commission because it afforded me with this opportunity
here to thank NBU and all of its members for all they do
for Nevada and its wildlife resources. Time and again,
whenever there was a need during my tenure on the
Wildlife Commission, NBU and its members were there
to lend their support to the Commission and the Nevada
Department of Wildlife. So, I want to thank all of you for
your commitment and dedication to Nevada’s wildlife. It is
unmatched.
While many (if not most) of you know what the Nevada
Wildlife Commission does and how it works, some of you
may not know about the public process Nevada follows
for wildlife management. It begins with each county’s
citizen advisory board or what is commonly known as the
CABs. Each county commission appoints members of
its community to its County Advisory Board for Wildlife
Management. These CABs meet publicly in advance of
Wildlife Commission meetings to receive input from the
public and make recommendations to the Commission,
which they then often share with the Commission at
its public meetings. This process is unique to Nevada
and demonstrates that everyone interested in wildlife
management can get involved by first sharing their views
with their local CABs.

14
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By Brad Johnston

In fact, my appointment to the Wildlife Commission was
preceded by an appointment to the Lyon County CAB. I
had recently stepped down from NBU Board of Directors
and saw a notice in the local Mason Valley newspaper,
stating there was vacancy on Lyon County’s CAB. I
thought it would be great way to stay involved in wildlife
conservation, so I applied. I think I may have been the only
applicant and accordingly received an appointment from
our County Commission. After a few local CAB meetings,
the longtime chairman asked me if I would take his place.
They were big shoes to fill, but nevertheless I decided to
give it a shot. As a result, I first began attending Wildlife

During my tenure on the Commission, there
were many controversial issues that came
before us as well other items that were more
mundane.
Some of the controversial and
not so controversial issues included license
simplification, Nevada’s new big game draw
system, trail cameras, shed antler hunting,
smart rifles, a petition to ban coyote hunting
contests, the annual black bear hunt, trapping
seasons, commercial collection of reptiles,
and refinement of Nevada’s annual predator
management plan. These were all in addition to
the Commission’s more standard work in setting
hunting seasons and the big game quotas. I
was, at times, criticized and characterized as
“polarizing” and “uncompromising” during
my time on the Commission. However, those
were criticisms I was willing to receive (and that
I gladly accept) if they simply meant I was a
vocal proponent for Nevada’s wildlife and our
sporting heritage. I sincerely hope I will be
remembered as such. Although I have had a
short amount of time to reflect on my tenure
as a Wildlife Commissioner, I am proud of my
record and the accomplishments we achieved
over the last six years.
Nonetheless, my fondest memories from my
time on the Commission are not related to issues
we had to address or the votes that were cast.
To the contrary, my fondest memories stem
from all of the great people I had the chance
to meet and the friendships I had the chance
to develop with my fellow Commissioners, CAB
members, and NDOW staff just to name a few.
It was also a tremendous experience to travel
around our great State to meet in different
communities, rural and urban, and witness
firsthand the passion our citizenry has for our
wildlife statewide.

Commission meetings around the State as the Lyon County
CAB Chairman, affording me the opportunity to share
publicly Lyon County’s views on various wildlife issues in
front of the Commission. I enjoyed the experience and,
in the process, learned so much about the operations of
NDOW and the Commission.
After attending a few Commission meetings, then
Commission Chairman Jack Robb asked if I would be
willing to serve on the Commission’s Tag Allocation and
Application Hunt Committee or TAAHC. Those of you
familiar with the Commission and its committees know
that the TAAHC deals with myriad of issues related to the
big game draw. I was excited to serve on the TAAHC, so
I accepted the assignment. I was able to learn more and
participate in my first Commission committee meetings.
Later, various CAB members from other counties,
commissioners, and members of the public encouraged
me to apply to the Governor’s office for an appointment
to the Commission. I ultimately did, and I was fortunate
enough to receive Governor Sandoval’s appointment in
2014, shortly after our youngest son was born in June
of that year. In 2017, I was fortunate to receive a second
appointment from Governor Sandoval, resulting in my six
years as a member of Nevada’s Wildlife Commission. And,
I was deeply grateful to serve the last two years on the
Commission as its Chairman, having been elected to that
position by my fellow Commissioners in 2018 and 2019.

For those who do not know, Nevada’s Wildlife Commission
is a nine-member board appointed by the Governor. The
nine members consist of five sportsmen representatives,
one ranching representative, one farming representative,
one conservation representative, and one member of
the general public. No more than three Commissioners
can reside in Clark County, and no more than two
Commissioners can reside in Washoe County.
The
remaining four commissioners must come from the rural
counties with no more than one commissioner residing in
any particular rural county. The duties of the Commission
are to (i) establish broad policies for wildlife management
and boating safety, (ii) provide guidance to NDOW, (iii)
adopt regulations for wildlife management and boating
safety, and (iv) adopt regulations specific to hunting,
trapping, and fishing.

It is with great sadness, however, that as I reflect
on my experiences as an NBU Director, Lyon
County CAB Chairman, and Nevada Wildlife
Commissioner, I know that none of those experiences
would have happened but for my close friendship with the
late Rick Elmore. Many of you knew Rick, his passion for
Nevada and its wildlife, and his dedicated service to NBU.
Rick introduced me to so many of the great things that
make Nevada what it is, including NBU, and without him
as my friend, colleague, and mentor, I would have never
received the opportunity to serve Nevada in the capacity
I was given. I would like to thank Rick here just I would like
to thank all of you for your dedication and commitment to
Nevada and its wildlife.
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STEP UP AND GET A FREE
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When you sign up for an NBU license plate.

We will continue to offer the $50 Scheels gift card for a
limited time. Help us keep this going! Put one on your
truck, car, trailer or motorcycle and send us a picture and
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plate on your rig while supporting Nevada's wildlife at
the same time.
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Photo by Seth Topham

Nelson’s Taxidermy proudly supports NBU
and their conservation efforts.

HUNTING
USA
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Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Cabela’s as a 2020 Sponsor
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O U R S P E C I A LT Y I S

Variety…

CURRENT STATUS OF NDOW BIGHORN AND MOUNTAIN GOAT
PROJECTS ASSOCIATED WITH PREVIOUS DISEASE EVENTS

By Mike Cox,
NDOW

East Humboldt Range Bighorn Sheep and Mountain Goat Herd Status

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges African Arrow
as a 2020 Sponsor
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• Pop-ups, Drop-offs
• Way, Way More!
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The first major pneumonia dieoff event occurred in 2009-2010 with all but 15 bighorn succumbing to pneumonia
by summer 2010. The remaining 15 were captured and removed from the mountain in early 2011. An experimental
translocation was made in early 2013 with 20 bighorn from Alberta. The herd had great growth to over 40, but then
they experienced a disease event in late 2014 and declined to about 20 animals by 2016. With good lamb recruitment
since 2018, the herd is back up to about 40 bighorn. In an effort to detect and remove “carriers” of the primary pathogen
causing the pneumonia deaths in both bighorn and mountain goats, a capture was conducted March 2019. Eight ewes
captured showed that all had cleared the nasty pathogen, Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae (M. ovi) that triggers pneumonia
disease events. Based on encouraging observations in 2019 and 2020, the herd continues to grow with surviving lambs.
In concert with monitoring bighorn sheep, efforts in 2019 and 2020 were made to sample the companion mountain
goat herd. Since the 2010 disease event the East Humboldt, the mountain goat herd has declined from an estimated
165 adults to less than 50 in 2020 due to lack of kid survival caused primarily from pneumonia. This has also resulted
in the majority of animals being old-aged without the recruitment of younger animals, with many being over 10 years of
age and nearing their normal life span. Weather hampered capture and pathogen testing efforts in 2019 but in 2020, 3
Billies and 4 Nannies were captured and sampled for disease surveillance. Test results showed that none were actively
shedding M. ovi but all showed high antibody levels to previous exposure to M. ovi. There is a high likelihood there is
still 1 or 2 mountain goats that are still actively shedding. Capture efforts will continue this winter in hopes of detecting
the mountain goats that are chronic shedders causing pneumonia in the kids when they interact with them in nursery
groups. It is also critical to remove these shedders to protect the East Humboldts bighorn herd. By removing the 1 or 2
shedders, we hope to return to normal kid survival levels to replace the aging adults and recover the herd. On a positive
note, late summer 2020 observations showed a nanny group of 3 adults with 2 yearlings and 3 healthy kids!

Ruby Mountains Bighorn Sheep Herd Status
This bighorn herd was also decimated by the 2010 dieoff
and struggled with low lamb survival until 2015. Since then,
moderate to high lamb recruitment has been documented
with the herd growing slowly to current estimate of 50
adults. Most recent capture and disease surveillance efforts
in January 2020 showed that 3 ewes and 2 rams were all
negative both for actively shedding and for no antibodies
detected in response to past exposure to M. ovi. That is
tremendous news indicating that it has been a few years
since there were any active shedders of M. ovi in the herd.
We hope to see herd growth that will also result in future
ram hunting opportunities.

Leppy Hills/Pilot Mountain/Silver Islands
This interstate herd shared with state of Utah also succumbed
to a pneumonia disease event in 2010-2011, 1 year after the
Rubys/East Humboldt dieoff. It was estimated that we may
have lost 20 to 40% of the herd. The herd has struggled
ever since with poor lamb recruitment due to pneumonia
killing lambs a few months after birth. Like other herds
with no young being recruited into the population, we see
the adults with a high average age with many ewes over
10 years old. The entire Leppy Hills/Pass interstate herd in
2020 including Pilot Mountain and Silver Islands is about
40 animals. At the recent May 2020 interstate coordination
meeting, both NDOW and UDWR agreed to attempt a
limited Test and Removal project in hopes of detecting and
eliminating the remaining “chronic” shedders of M. ovi from
the Leppy Hills/Pass subherd. In early August, 6 ewes and
rams were darted while coming into water, collared, and
tested for M. ovi. Three of the 6 animals tested positive and
confirmed to be active shedders of M. ovi. It was agreed
since all animals received a GPS collar, that we would wait
until after the ram hunt was over, to locate and remove
these shedders. Fortunate for the project but unfortunate
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Mountain M. ovi strain but it is still unknown what level of adult losses we may have experienced. Fast forward to August
2020, a ewe ultimately killed by a mountain lion in the Tobin Range tested positive for M. ovi. It is known that bighorn
movement and connectivity exists with the north Stillwater Range and the Tobin Range. Again, if you are hunting in any
of these mountain ranges this fall and you see a fresh carcass or sick animals coughing or head shaking, please contact
our Fallon or Reno NDOW offices with your observation. Lastly, I want to thank all the great Nevada sportsmen and
conservation organizations that helped fund these projects. Your support is critical to our mission and in improving
our approach and management of our precious bighorn herds. Also, a huge shout out to all the hunters who share
important information while scouting and hunting, be it unhealthy animals observed or potential threat of domestic and
wild sheep interaction. Please continue sharing your observations!

for a ram that tested positive, he was killed by a mountain lion after travelling to the adjacent Pilot Mountain a few days
after the capture. Additional monitoring and potential testing of additional animals will continue in hopes of removing
the chronic shedders to allow lambs born to survive and be recruited into herd.

Snowstorm Mountains
This California bighorn herd experienced a dieoff event in 2011 reducing the herd from an estimated 130 to 65 in 2012. It
continued to slowly decline due to high lamb mortality a few months after birth due to pneumonia. From the urging of
Matt Jeffress, local field biologist, an intensive Test and Removal Project began in 2014. Eleven bighorns were captured
and sent to South Dakota State University for a long-term research project in conjunction with other states sharing
animals from their disease events. Then a series of testing efforts over the next 3 years to assess which animals were
chronic shedders and which were able to clear the M. ovi infection to discern which animals to cull. Seven additional
ewes were sent to SDSU in January 2017 that were chronic shedders and 1 was euthanized. Monthly lamb survival
monitoring was conducted 2017 – 2019 with 3 years of average to high lamb recruitment. Unfortunately, captures and
testing last year still indicated a shedder likely existed in 2 of the 3 subherds. Not surprising but to our disappointment,
summer 2020 lamb monitoring found low lamb survival in 2 of the subherds. We will continue to stay positive and active
in recovering this herd to a healthy and productive one.

Clan Alpine Mountains/Stillwater Range/Gabbs Valley Range/Tobin Range
Though we have not instituted any specific Test and Removal Project in these desert bighorn mountain ranges, we
wanted to alert those who frequent these areas to share their observations with our local biologists Jason Salisbury
and Kyle Neill in our Fallon NDOW office of any sick animals you see during your scouting or hunting trips this fall.
A brief background: All of these herds are interconnected through low ridges and narrow valleys. In summer 2018
through early 2019, we experienced a 10-20% population decline in the Clan Alpine Mountains due to a pneumonia
disease event that many hunters witnessed and helped collect samples from their harvested ram. The strain of the M.
ovi pathogen that triggered the disease event was the same strain of the 2007 Fairview/Slate Mountain disease event
which obviously was still being circulated in a few bighorn for over a decade. Then at the beginning of the 2019 ram
season, the Stillwater Range was exposed to the same strain of M. ovi. with it being first detected in the south by a
ram hunter and likely spread northward after our removal of 50 bighorn to help restore bighorn in Utah, since all 50
animals tested negative for M. ovi. At the same time last fall, hunters were seeing clinical signs of pneumonia and dead
animals to the south in the Gabbs Valley Range during the ram season. It was confirmed to be the same Fairview/Slate
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Remembering

Chris Ellena

On Friday, June 12th, 2020, Chris Ellena passed away at
Renown Medical Center after a short illness at the age of 68.
Chris was born April 7th, 1952 in Reno, Nevada. Chris was a
life-long Native Nevadan, attending Mount Rose Elementary
School, Vaughn Junior High, Wooster High School, and the
University of Nevada, Reno.

Chris was self-employed and managed his stocks and real estate investments.
Chris was an avid sportsman and enjoyed the great outdoors, hunting and fishing in his home
state of Nevada, as well as the Western states, Canada, and Alaska. He was involved in many
sporting activities. Chris was one of the original members who formed Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited, Reno some 40 years ago.
Chris’ main passion was sheep hunting. He enjoyed over 40 sheep hunts with family and friends.
Chris completed his Grand Slam harvesting his Stone Sheep in B.C. in 1985 and finished his True
Slam with his California and Fannin Sheep in 1992.
Chris was Jim Lathrop’s right-hand man and sounding board for NBU Reno issues. Chris was
instrumental in growing NBU on a year to year basis during his 8+ year tenure. For the initial and
several other NBU fundraising events, Chris purchased all the firearms on his FFL. He also ran
the accounting and took care of tickets and raffle prizes in addition to set up and take down.
He was a lifelong member of Ducks Unlimited and the California Waterfowl Association.
NBU would like to acknowledge the passion and hard work Chris gave his entire life to wildlife.
Chris lived life to the fullest, on his terms!
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VOLUNTEER GUZZLER REPAIR PROGRAM
I believe many of us have a favorite hunting location. I have
been fortunate enough to return to the same unit 8 out of
the last 9 years. Several of these years have been for my
hunts, while other years I have been invited to join family
or friends on their hunts. Also during this same time, I
have become involved with the guzzler builds. Being
new to archery hunting and more focused on the water
needs and developments across the state, I have become
keenly aware that maintenance is a large ongoing task. I
was unable to repair an apron fence at a location that I
had been to many times over the years. I am certain that
fences with downed or missing wires, tipped over posts,
bad corners or whatever, all contribute to poor function
of the site and worst yet, a greater risk of entanglement
by wildlife with a greater possibility of sad consequences.
I want to encourage folks to inspect the sites they do visit
and report back to the Nevada Department of Wildlife.
Each site's condition matters even if no action is necessary
or you are unable to repair it on your visit.

Update from Mike Ryan

and hours for the drive time and hours spent working
on the location. Place the numbers in the forms NDOW
provides and send in your documents.
The time and miles count so prominently in our efforts to
build new guzzlers and repair damaged guzzlers, because
they are used in the formula coupled to the Pittman –
Robertson Act that helps to fund projects both past and
future. These volunteer efforts are a big part of the reason
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited has become such a recognized
organization in Nevada’s conservation efforts. During this
current situation of distancing ourselves, it may be one of
the few things we as members of the hunting and outdoor
community can do to make a positive difference in this
year’s budget and wildlife’s welfare.
After I repaired this fence, I visited and inspected several
others. As the other members of my party arrived and
time permitted, several more guzzlers were repaired and
inspected. We all left with a sense of accomplishment in
our efforts to make a contribution. I will be making these
same efforts the next time I return to the wide open
places of Nevada. I hope you will consider doing the same
for our wildlife’s long term success. I wish to thank the
members of the crew that were involved in these efforts.
Colton Brunson and others at the Winnemucca office,
Lynn Johnson, Doug Gordon, Todd and Kenzie Compston,
Cody, Chris and Jerry Dalton, Alan and AJ Lee.

With 2020 guzzler builds and other projects on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic, NDOW
is launching a new Volunteer Guzzler Inspection Program in an effort to support mandatory
maintenance needs for water development assets throughout the State of Nevada. If you find yourself
doing some outdoor social distancing or scouting for an upcoming hunt this fall and you happen to be
checking guzzlers, NDOW could use your help in reporting any potential issues you see in the field.
Damage, maintenance, or other issues observed can be reported quickly and easily.

This year, I reached out to Colton Brunson with the NDOW
guzzler crew and asked about obtaining some supplies in
an effort to repair this fence. I had done this in the past
with another site. After a conversation and a couple of
emails, a plan came together. As with all the projects I
have been involved in, record keeping and the paperwork
to document our efforts needs to be compiled and filed.
It’s pretty darn easy to do. Go online at the NDOW website
and become an official volunteer. Keep track of your miles
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Contact Matt Maples (mmaples@ndow.org) for more information.
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A SUMMER TO REMEMBER

By Jenny Chappell

Two pink lines showed on the pregnancy test. My heart
starts racing as my excitement grows. Lane, our almost
two-year old son is going to have a sibling! Just two weeks
earlier, I had received great news – I drew an alternate
archery antelope tag. My heart raced as my thoughts
quickly jumped around from extreme excitement to utter
terror as I realized this was my first archery tag and I had
just three weeks to prepare.

On the fourth morning, we had planned to get
to the blind at 7am. McKinnon and I happened
to get up early and we got to the blind around
6:30am and it’s a good thing we did. As soon
as we settled McKinnon said, “Buck on the
ridge”! I start frantically moving around to get
in position. The buck is coming in from behind
me so I rely on McKinnon to tell me his position
and the position of the does that he has with
him. I can feel the adrenaline coursing like crazy
through me which is completely new. Normally,
with rifle hunts, I’ve been able to get myself into
this place of calm and the so called “buck fever”
never affects me. Archery is whole different
game. The intimate proximity of the buck and
I is unreal.

As hunters, we have a responsibility to prepare for our
hunts, to practice enough so we are comfortable that
we will make a clean shot, and to preserve the meat
from our harvest and honor the life that was taken. I am
a perfectionist, and so I practiced every day until the
opener. I practiced shooting my bow standing, sitting, and
kneeling shots at different yardages. We set up the blind
and I practiced shooting out of it from the chairs we would
use. I watched archery antelope hunts online, asked my
husband, McKinnon, 100 questions about different angles
and where to aim on the animal until I could tell I was
driving him crazy. I was ready.

There is one corner of the water hole that I do
not have a good shot and, of course, the buck is
headed straight for it. I turn in my seat to see if
I can make it and there’s just no way. Luckily, a
doe steps in and chases the buck a few feet to
the right where I can sit on the edge of my seat
and see him. McKinnon tells me to draw back
and I shoot quickly.

We are extremely lucky to have some friends that know
the area well, had extra cameras and gear, and were able
to guide us in the right direction on our first scouting trip.
We set up my blind on a waterhole with a camera and
made plans for McKinnon to go out the following weekend
to check the camera on his way back from scouting for his
archery bull hunt.

As soon as my arrow left my string, I knew it
was low. My heart sank and I saw the arrow cut
through the bottom of his belly. I can also see
that I hit the seam of the blind. My worst fear
is wounding an animal. We watch the buck as
he runs 30 yards and lies down. I feel relief as
I think that maybe I did hit a lung. About 10
minutes later he stands up and starts walking
away. I know what I need to do -time to spot
and stalk and finish what I started.

McKinnon arrived home around midnight from his
scouting trip and woke me up to tell me that my blind was
completely missing, the camera was still there, but the
card was wiped. I tend to always see the best in people so
my initial thought was that the blind flew away in the wind
and something happened and the camera didn’t take any
pictures, but we knew this was not the case. The card had
pictures on it from us making sure it worked earlier. We
contacted the NDOW representative for the area to report
the activity, fully knowing there is nothing that could be
done. At this point, we are one week from the opener with
no blind and no information.

I look around and the landscape is completely
barren except for a few sagebrush. This is going
to be tough, but I am determined to let him be at
peace as soon as possible. We see him lay down
next to a big sagebrush, and I know this is my
chance. McKinnon and I remove our shoes and
packs and slowly creep in to 18 yards behind
the bush. I draw my bow and walk around the
edge of the sagebrush. I take a deep breath and
settle my pin – a perfect shot.

I knew that I could spot-and-stalk, but between the nausea
of early pregnancy and the risk of overheating while
crawling around in 100-degree heat, I just didn’t think
I could do it this year. We bought our second blind. My
dad volunteered to go out a few days early and set up the
blind again so hopefully the antelope would get used to it
before the season opened on Saturday.
Out of all of the hunts I have been on, my absolute favorite
drive is on opening morning before the sun rises, hot
chocolate in the console, eating a Probar and an apple,
listening to Cody Jinks with the cold wind whipping in
through the windows. That feeling of freedom, excitement,
and nervousness is something I will always treasure.
Sitting in a blind is not glamourous by any means. The first
morning is great as we are anticipating some action or at
least to see an antelope coming in, but as the hours go by,
we start to get restless. My father-in-law is down the hill
to look for antelope and would radio us if he saw anything
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come in. We found ways to pass the time by flicking
Mormon crickets off of the blind, reading, and watching a
golden eagle on the water hole for a couple hours. At the
end of two days, we only saw one doe and I made the hard
decision to move the blind to another spot.

Hunting for me has never been about the trophy.
As I am sitting next to this beautiful antelope,
I thank him for the meat that he has provided
my family. I feel this primal connection between
the life that was taken and the life that will be
sustained and nourished from this harvest. I am
proud that I am able to provide clean, nutritious,
and delicious food for myself and our growing
family this year.

As we sat in the blind on the third day, I could tell this would
be the spot. We saw does, bucks and donkeys, and all of
them came close to the water, but were a little hesitant
due to the new blind being set up. It was a very exciting
day watching wildlife, and I left that afternoon with great
anticipation for the next day.
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25 + 32 = SLAM RAM

By Randy Hopp

Yes, strange title, but there is some meaning to it. It took
me 25 years to draw a desert sheep tag in any state (thank
you, Nevada) and I killed my first ram, a DIY Dall in Alaska,
32 years ago (at age 32). Like most, I was hooked on sheep
hunting and would draw a tag here and there, always
wondering if the ‘slam’ in my life was ever possible. So, for
25 years I have applied in every state, spend enough $$$
on raffles, contests, etc. With Nevada’s drawing process, I
knew that when I drew that I would be with Nevada. With
25 points in Nevada, I played the “odds game” and applied
for easier units to draw. My first choice, 213 is what I did
draw. I knew it had a good ram population, 100% success
and ‘mild’ terrain, that was right up my list. I also knew that
unit didn’t produce large sheep, but size isn’t everything.
Memories and my slam ram were my goal.

point in time. We gave him some time,
probably more for me to calm down,
and made our way down the canyon
and up the other side and across the
side canyon. As soon as we got there,
he was up and slowly heading out. A
couple of off-hand shots put him down
for good.
I sat down and looked at my “slam ram”
and I knew way ahead of time it would
be emotional for me. As we waited for
Scott and Kelly to find their way over,
Trevor and I had a nice chat about what
this meant to me, memories, and how
my father was the one that mentored
me into hunting at an early age, to
become my fondest passion. Trevor
put his hand on my shoulder and told
me that he believed my father was
with me at that moment. As I made my
way over to the ram, and put my hands
on his horns, it was still so surreal that
it finally happened. I had completed
my lifelong dream of a “grand slam”.
To Jim, Trevor, and Scott, THANK YOU
FOR A LIFETIME MEMORY.

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!
Tom and Tammi Czyz invite you to come
see the new and continuing upgrades!

My first call was to Jim Puryear of Nevada Guide Service. I
didn’t know Jim personally, but knew of his reputation for
decades. That being said, let me also tell you that I have
been a life member of NBU for a very long time, as I agree
with their mission and goals for putting more sheep on
the mountains and more tags for all. So, I called Jim, had a
great chat and laughed when he said he would send me a
reference list. I just booked the hunt right then.
Fast forward to driving into a wonderful camp set-up
the evening before opening day. My guides were: Trevor
Puryear and Scott Seher. They had been scouting for five
days and had seen plenty of rams and had eyes on the
biggest ram for the last couple of days. Plans were made
for opening day. With me on the hunt was my girlfriend,
Kelly, who had just become a successful huntress for the
first time this year with a variety of animals that hit the
ground and she is hooked.
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Opening day dawned cool and cold with no wind which
made it very enjoyable. After a short hike to a higher
vantage/glassing area, we spotted sheep right away, both
ewes and rams. And yes, MY RAM. They were a very long
ways away and again plans were made to get a closer
look and opportunity. Up gulches, over hills and side hills
and canyons, we figured three plus miles. The ram kept
moving up the mountain and we were afraid that he was
going to get away from us. We got within 450 yards and
that was not the distance I wanted to shoot from. As Scott
and Kelly stayed behind, we made a mad dash in full view
to cut the distance to slightly under 400 yards.
So, from a contorted positon over the pack, on a sage
brush, and shaking like a leaf, knowing that this was my
slam ram, my first shot was high, but it turned him back
our way, and across the canyon, now at 350 yards. A few
more shots and a couple hits, he went into a side draw and
didn’t come out. We knew he was hit hard enough at this

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Czyz’s
as a 2020 Sponsor

RV Hookups
Restaurant, Bar & Pool Table
Tent Camping Available
Two Motel Rooms

MAJOR'S PLACE BAR & RV PARK
ELY, NEVADA
Just 26 miles SE of Ely on Highway 93
(775) 591-0347
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THROWBACK PHOTOS
1

Editors Note: We love seeing your throwback photos! Send us your best
old school photos so we can see what the good ol’ days used to be like!
Photos can be emailed to peri.lydia@gmail.com

3

2

4

5

1.
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Bernie Crooks - Baldy Mtn (1970s)

2.

Bruce McKay

3.

Wayne Capurro, Scott Seher, Jim Puryear, 		
Trevor Puryear, and Seth Puryear

4.

Peter Breen and Bob Raine

5.

Mike Perchetti

31

NB EWES

SHEEP PICS?

By Casey Zweifel
This summer has been very different from years past, but that didn’t
stop us from holding our yearly NBU Youth Clothing Drive. This year
was our best yet, and we saw one of the biggest turnouts we have
had so far. This year we were able to raffle off two Eberlestock
backpacks and a $100 gift card to Mark Fore and Strike.

When you post your sheep pictures on Instagram or Facebook, be sure
to tag us! Use #nevadabighornsunlimited @nevadabighornsunlimited
to see your photo in the next journal!

Youth of all ages, eager with their tags and
hunting licenses in hand, stopped by Mark Fore
and Strike to pick out some hunting gear. We had
some very generous donations this year and we
want to express our sincere gratitude for everyone
who donated to our clothing drive, especially
Cody Phillips for donating the two Eberlestock
backpacks, Mark Fore and Strike for letting us
take up your parking lot for a day and your boot
donations, and Wildlife Revolutions for your boots
and backpack donations. We are continuing
to accept donations throughout the year, and
based on our current stock we are in need of the
following items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adult small/medium clothing
Junior size clothing
Hunting/hiking boots
Archery bows
Hunting backpacks
Hunting socks/wool socks
Beanies/warm hunting hats
Gloves/mittens

Meals continue to be served at We Care through
our “Got Meat” program and we are still accepting
game meat donations. If you have game meat you
would like to donate, please contact us to arrange
a drop off or pick up.
With all the uncertainty in the world right now, we
know the one place we can all still enjoy and escape
to is the great outdoors! We hope everyone has a
successful hunting season and a happy fall!
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RECIPE: CHUKAR CACCIATORE

By Lydia Peri

We will be highlighting game recipes every journal issue. If you have a recipe that
you would like to share, please email Lydia Peri at peri.lydia@gmail.com.

This authentic Italian recipe is very easy to make and will fill your house with an aroma that will make
your mouth start to water! You can swap out the chukar meat and substitute with rabbit, grouse, chicken or
any other upland meat you may have on hand. This is also a great recipe to use some of your fresh garden
vegetables and herbs!

Chukar Cacciatore
Ingredients

Olive oil
Chukar Breast (4-6 birds – you can also use the thighs)
Salt and Pepper to season
1 medium yellow onion, diced
3 Tbsp minced garlic
1-2 Bell Pepper, diced (Any color or feel free to mix and match)
1 large carrot, diced
½ cup large olives

6 sprigs thyme
2 Tbsp freshly chopped basil
2 tsp dried oregano
¾ cup red wine
28 oz crushed tomatoes
2 Tbsp tomato paste
2-3 ripe tomatoes, chopped
Spaghetti or polenta

Instructions

1. Heat 2-3 Tbsp olive oil in a large pot (I like using an enameled cast iron
dutch oven). Season chukar with salt and pepper while oil is heating.
Sear both sides of the chukar until golden. This will go quick and should
only take a few minutes. Don’t overcook. Remove from the pot and set
aside on a plate.
2. Add another 1-2 Tbsp of oil to the pot and sauté the onion until
translucent, 3-5 minutes. Add garlic for another minute and then add
the peppers and carrots. Cook for 5-7 minutes or until the vegetables
begin to soften. Stir frequently.
3. Stir in the thyme, basil and oregano. Add red wine, stir well and cook for
2 minutes until the wine begins to reduce and begins to boil.
4. Add crushed tomatoes, tomato paste and fresh tomatoes. Season with
salt and pepper. Return chukar to the pot and cover with a lid. Reduce
heat to low and allow to simmer for at least 45 minutes. If the sauce is too
thin, you can add more tomato paste.
5. Begin to boil a pot of water for the spaghetti.
6. Add in olives and simmer for 10 minutes.
7. Add your spaghetti to the boiling pot of water and cook to desired softness. You can also serve the cacciatore over polenta.
8. Serve your cacciatore over your spaghetti or polenta. Garnish with fresh herbs and parmesan cheese if desired.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Scheels
as a 2020 Sponsor
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Youth IN THE FIELD

We love seeing what our youth are up to!
Please send us your photos to peri.lydia@gmail.com

Mason Levy with Kristie,
Louie and Mike Marchese

Photo by Victor Trujillo
Hoyte Salisbury

Chance Belding

Loren Levy teaching
Louie Marchese
about antelope

Zenobia Pitts

Connor Anderson's first archery tag
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KID’S ESSAY CONTEST
Last journal issue, we advertised for a kid’s essay contest with the theme of “What the Outdoors
Mean to Me”. We had 3 age categories (7-10, 11-14 and 15-17 years old) with a winner from each
category taking home a brand new pair of Vortex binoculars! Our judges had an extremely tough
time selecting winners because there were so many fantastic essays! We sure have some talented
youth among us. Here are the 3 winners of this year’s contest:
Canon Stewart
Age 16
The outdoors, for anyone, is a special place. It leaves impacts on people
that can change their lives forever. For me, I have grown up immersed
in being outside. Almost everything I do involves the outdoors, whether
that is hunting, mountain biking, or playing baseball.
As a young boy, I was always in the backyard catching all sorts of bugs,
snakes, and frogs. This would end up leading me to join Cub Scouts.
Joining Cub Scouts really taught me to not just like the outdoors, but
to love and respect nature and all it has to offer. Learning about the
desert and all its resources led me to a desire that I had to fill.
Since I was ten or eleven years old, I wanted to hunt. I grew up catching bugs in the backyard, but
hunting was a whole different story. Oddly enough, no one in my family hunts. But there were two
factors that got me into hunting: the great outdoors and the great people I get to share this state with.
Here I am sixteen years old, and a first-generation Nevadan. I have been blessed to have spent all my
life in the Nevada outdoors. I have been applying for Nevada big game tags for five years now. All five
years I have had the luxury of getting a deer tag and the past two years I have had the pleasure of
drawing elk tags. These hunts have challenged me both mentally and physically, but the reward has
been worth every bit of hard work I have put in.
Outside is a place I have always gone to for peace and pleasure. Mother Nature has taught me so many
lessons. The outdoors continues to shape who I am. There is something special about being on top of
a mountain overlooking the Nevada high desert. It sure is a unique place. It has left an impact on me
and changed my life forever.

Not Sure What We’ll Find
By Henry Goodnight
Age 8
I love creeks, ponds and hills! They are full of fish, bugs,
reptiles, amphibians, and all sorts of birds and animals. My
favorite animals to look for are frogs, toads, and snakes.
I like frogs because they are smooth and slippery. I love
snakes because they have sleek scaly skin. A toad’s big
face always makes me laugh. Every time I explore a creek,
pond or hill, I always find some sort of animal.
One Father’s Day weekend we went camping at Knott Creek Reservoir. There were huge rocks all
around the lake. The bugs were thick and the fishing was not very good. We went hiking up the large
hill next to the lake. The hillside was covered in a bunch of yellow flowers and lots of large rocks. My
Uncle Muskrat (that’s his nickname) sat down on a rock to take a break. He jumped up and started
yelling for his dog to get back. When we caught up to him, we could hear an intense buzzing sound.
The sound was coming from underneath the rock he used to be sitting on. When the dogs were
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safe, my uncle showed us a deep hole under the rock. From
a distance, I held my Dad’s hand and could see a very large
rattlesnake. We could just barely see his head and a part of
his body. Even though I was far away from it, I still felt very
nervous. I had never seen a rattlesnake before, and I never
thought that it would be that big. We took a few pictures and
kept on hiking up the hill. We found lots of small squirrels. My
dad called them Whistle Pigs. I think they are called prairie
dogs. I think that snake was eating lots of prairie dogs, mice,
and birds.
My cousins and I had paddled kayaks to a rock island in the
lake. We explored and found lots of mice and bird nests
made of mud. The birds are called Swallows and they were
zipping and flying all around us. I think they were doing that
because they wanted to protect their nests. The outdoors is
a world for me to explore and there is always something new
to find. I love the outdoors because it gives me many gifts
from food to fun.

What the Outdoors Means to Me
By Kendra Cook
Age 14
Mother Nature is our oasis, our playground for all ages, and the place
where our best memories are made. It is where we can forget about
our stressful jobs or our country’s modern politics, and truly realize the
beauty that surrounds us. The outdoors is the greatest place to realize
the true meaning of life and we need to preserve and enhance this place
for our future generations to experience. In this oasis, we encounter the
greatest feeling. A sense of belonging.
The great outdoors, whether that be sandy beaches, majestic mountains,
or rugged terrain, is where we can go to relax, and teach our future
generations the ethics of life. From simple courtesy to learning when not
to shoot an animal if it’s not a clean shot, Mother Nature has provided us
with a gigantic natural classroom to learn our lessons. Some dedicated
natural classrooms, like National Parks, not only teach children, but the
whole public, these lessons. This is to help spread the awareness that our
natural lands, and the animals that inhabit them, need to be protected
and preserved for the generations to come.
One of the stars of our nation’s most famous National Park, Yellowstone, is the bison. Little do
many people know, that this beautiful, powerful animal was greatly threatened in population and
Yellowstone National Park had a mission to preserve the bison. Scenarios like this have happened
all over the world, including our home state of Nevada with our bighorn sheep, not only because of
poachers. Due to this, it is even more important to protect our wilderness and the animals living in it
to prevent extinction, or near cases of it, and to preserve the outdoors for our heirs.
Mother Nature is a place that we know we will always find time to relax and create memories we will
never forget. The great outdoors is the best place to appreciate the true meaning of life and thus, we
need to sustain our efforts in conserving the wilderness for our future generations to experience. This
is in hopes that one day, these generations to come can also experience the best sense the outdoors
can give. A feeling of belonging.
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Wasting Arrows
as a 2020 Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Vortex
as a 2020 Sponsor

Auckland

1.2hr Flight

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
New Zealand Hunting Safaris
as a 2020 Sponsor

Queenstown
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Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?

Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU Today!
Over the last thirty-nine years, NBU has grown
to become the largest grass roots volunteer
sportsmen’s organization in Nevada, and quite
possibly the country! Through the support of our
members, NBU has raised millions of dollars and
logged literally thousands of volunteer hours to
benefit Nevada’s wildlife. In the past five years
alone, NBU has funded and actively participated in
numerous big game capture, relocation and survey
projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild
horse control, made equipment and repair donations
essential to NDOW, participated in disease outbreak
and prevention programs, funded wildlife research
including bighorn sheep, mountain goats, elk, mule
deer and sage grouse studies, supported sound
science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and
fishing forums, as well as participated in numerous
range restoration projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to
Nevada currently having well over 11,000 bighorn
sheep within our borders. That is more bighorn
sheep than any other state in the lower 48! NBU
has been largely responsible for transplanting

bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in
Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not
only about wild sheep! Through the donations
and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased
opportunities to hunt big and small game animals,
as well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife
experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different
ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in
the Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to
the Annual Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering
your time one day a year on a project sponsored by
NBU to perpetuate the mission of the organization;
and finally (4) By joining using the application form
on the adjacent page or via our website at http://
NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect
and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for
sportsmen, outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts for this
and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited & Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
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~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
P.O. Box 21393
Reno, Nevada 89515-1393

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Wildlife Revolutions
as a 2020 Sponsor

wildlife revolutions
253 Freeport Blvd. Sparks, NV 89431
775.527.1614 | wildliferevolutions.com
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Follow
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