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EDITOR’S LETTER
There is a fantastic article that Jim
Jeffress wrote about how NBU got
started. Many of you may not know
the history of how it all began. It is
a colorful story and it proves how
passionate Nevada’s sportsmen
truly are. NBU would not be where
it is today without the volunteers
and supporters who donate so
much of their time and funds to
better our state. Take a look at the
Legacy Fund article to learn more
about how this fund was created
with the purpose of recruiting
youth hunters and sponsoring
conservation.

W

hat a crazy year it
has been so far. With
all of the uncertainty
floating around, it
definitely
makes
you appreciate your family, friends
and health. Although we were all
disappointed that the banquet had to
be cancelled for 2020, we appreciate
the support of the donors who made
the virtual auction a success. It was a
tough pill to swallow after the months
of preparation, but it was a decision that
had to be made. We will save the special
40th anniversary merchandise items and
specials gifts for next year! If you want to
buy new merchandise, you are in luck! I
have posted shirts, sweatshirts and a few
other items to our website. Please take a
look and get them before they are gone!
During the quarantine, I had a little extra
time on my hands and decided to go
through a box of old NBU journals. The
stories and photos were unbelievable,
and I am honored to be a part of an
organization that has a long running
history of success. To think that NBU
is still going strong after 40 years is an
incredible feat. That is why I wanted to
highlight the history of NBU and all of
the accomplishments over our 40 year
history.

As I thumbed through old journals,
it was apparent how remarkable
NBU members were and still are
today. Men were hunting Dall
Sheep in jeans! Can you believe
that?! Think about all the expensive
and elite equipment available
today for extreme sheep hunting,
yet these tough guys were doing
it in jeans and a flannel! I also read
about the horrific fire season of
1999. I remember hearing about
those fires as a kid, but you don’t really
understand the impacts of it when you
are young.
I hope you enjoy this journal. I wanted
to focus on the past 40 years and
provide you with a look back at all the
accomplishments and hard work that
has occured. As a younger hunter, I
am so thankful for the foresight of the
amazing men that created this one of a
kind organization. I am proud to be a part
of it and honored to serve our members.
Now turn the pages and take a step back
in time!
One final thought - NBU would like to
say thank you to Derah Anderson for her
help the last 2 years for managing the
bookkeeping. We appreciate all of her
hard work as it is no easy task! Good luck
Derah, and we know we will still see you
around! We have welcomed back Laurie
Werlinger to help with the books and
keep us all in line! She does a great job
at it!!

Lydia Peri
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited

Cover Photo by Victor Clark
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TITANIUM ACTION

SPIRAL FLUTED BOLT
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1500 foot lbs energy at 500 yards
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Weatherby as a 2020 Sponsor
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IT’S IN YOUR

MORNING COMMUTE.

© 2014 Cabela’s Inc.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

IT’S IN YOUR NATURE.

TM

Let’s face it, hunting isn’t just something you do. It’s who you are. At Cabela’s, we feel the same way.
That’s why it’s in our nature to support you with thousands of experts, more than 50 years of
experience and every last bit of expertise, so you can treasure this passion for the rest of your days.

I

think that everyone in the world knows about
COVID-19 including my two-year-old granddaughter
who yells “coronavirus” all the time and 106 year old
Ana del Valle, who recovered from the virus. I have a lot of
mixed thoughts about the last 2 months. My feelings run
the gamut from government rule to the amazing American
spirit. Similar to the gear up after Pearl Harbor, Americans
have an innate way to overcome incredible challenges like
this virus. My hopes are we become a better nation and when
it's all done, we also take a moment and smell the sagebrush.
Take the opportunity to get outdoors. If you didn’t draw a
tag or if you did, take the time to get out with friends and
scout for that once in a lifetime buck, bull or ram. Also take
time to appreciate your spouses, kids and friends. These are
interesting and challenging times.
Everyone knows that we had to cancel the NBU Banquet.
There were lots of debates amongst the board members and
some of the conversations were very heated and emotional. I
for one wanted to push forward. Fortunately I was out voted.
I need to say thanks to the Peppermill staff, Taunya Miller and
Nicole Parker and owner Mr. Albert Seeno for allowing NBU
to reschedule for next year with no cancellation fees due; that
was very generous of the Peppermill.

RENO, NV • 775.829.4100 • CABELAS.COM/RENO

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Cabela’s as a 2020 Sponsor
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We were able to auction off our member’s favorite live and
silent auction items on May 9th. Thanks to the hard work of
Tom Fennell and Dan Warren, NBU was able to net $140,000
from the on-line auction. We need to thank La Palmosa for
their Desert sheep tag, Mr. Albert Seeno for his deer tag and
Blend Catering for their dinner. NDOW also garnered great
money for their Heritage tags. We think there is a big antelope
roaming around somewhere and this tag sold for $27,500.

We also suffered a setback with the loss of Frank Padilla and
his son, Beau, to the coronavirus. Frank and his two sons have
been diligently helping set up the NBU Banquet for decades.
Our hearts go out to Mrs. Padilla and her family.
We look forward to the 2021 NBU banquet being the best
ever. We have a year to fine tune the banquet like a fine
watch to make it the best experience ever. I personally feel
that the American spirit will succeed like it has for hundreds
of years. I believe we will pick ourselves up and be better for
it. After being attacked on December 7th, 1941, Americans
pulled together to achieve the unattainable. I think we will do
it again. Our current COVID crisis highlighted the heroics of
our front line health care workers and will continue on with
every other walk of life. We cannot lay down for our sake, our
children’s sake and our grandchildren’s future.

Pat Pinjuv
NBU President

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!
Tom and Tammi Czyz invite you to come
see the new and continuing upgrades!

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Czyz’s
as a 2020 Sponsor

RV Hookups
Restaurant, Bar & Pool Table
Tent Camping Available
Two Motel Rooms

MAJOR'S PLACE BAR & RV PARK
ELY, NEVADA
Just 26 miles SE of Ely on Highway 93
(775) 591-0347
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Collingwood Bros. Guides & Outfitters as a 2020 Sponsor
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2020 Online Banquet Live Auction
We partnered with Online Hunting
Auctions to offer our select set of
high profile items from our 40th
Annual Fundraising Banquet to
be auctioned virtually. NBU is
thrilled about this opportunity
which allowed items to be bid on
virtually. Thank you to everyone
who donated as well as the
bidders. This was a huge success
given the circumstances.

La Palmosa Desert Bighorn Hunt

Nevada Heritage Antelope Tag

2 day Fly Fishing Trip for 2 on
the Sacramento River
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Nevada Heritage California
Bighorn Sheep Tag

WINNING BID

Nevada Heritage Rocky
Mountain Elk Tag

$ 85,000

WINNING BID

$ 27,500

WINNING BID

100,000
$ 100,000

WINNING BID

$ 100,000

5 Day Alpine Tahr Hunt in New Zealand

WINNING BID

Upland Hunter Package

WINNING BID

Donated by New Zealand Hunting Safaris

WINNING BID

$ 1,500
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Donated by CVCC/Stacy Trivitt

$ 37,500

$ 1,700

Nevada Heritage Desert Nelson
Bighorn Sheep Tag

WINNING BID

WINNING BID

Washington Roosevelt Elk Hunt

WINNING BID

Donated by Twisted Horn Outfitters

Lathrop & Sons
Custom Boot System

10 Day South African Safari for 2 Hunters WINNING BID

$ 95,000

5-Day Mountain Lion Hunt

Donated by Canyons West Guide Service

NBU grossed $142,150 from
these items. This online
auction served as a platform
for Heritage tags that were
set to be auctioned off at
fellow NGO events that
were also cancelled. These
tags raised $322,500 for
the Heritage Fund.

$ 6,000

$ 7,000

WINNING BID

$ 900

Donated by Southern Cross Safaris

Tactical Hearing
Custom Hearing Device

Youth Waterfowl Hunt
for 2 Hunters

Package of 3 suppressors – to the benefit of
Maison T Ortiz Youth Outdoor Skills Camp

WINNING BID

$ 2,000

WINNING BID

$ 2,500

WINNING BID

$ 1,700

NBU Nevada License Plates
(NBU20 and 20NBU)

Green Gulch Pheasant Hunt

Set of Tires, Goodyear Wrangler Duratrac
Donated by Reno Vulcanizing

$ 3,500

WINNING BID

$ 750

WINNING BID

$ 2,250

WINNING BID

$ 1,200

Life Sized Sheep, Deer, or Antelope Mount
Donated by Nelson's Taxidermy

Nevada Tundra Swan Hunt

Blend Catering Event for 20

Mule Deer in Nevada Hunt Unit 231
Donated by Albert Seeno

WINNING BID

$ 3,000

WINNING BID

$ 1,000

WINNING BID

$ 900

WINNING BID

$ 17,500
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ONLINE MERCHANDISE

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges

Our online store has been updated with new apparel and gifts!
We have special items that have our 40th year logo!
Go to nevadabighornsunlimited.org/store to buy your items today!
** NBU would like to thank Darcy Tate for the beautiful Grand Slam drawing that is pictured on
select shirts and sweatshirts. Darcy is a huge NBU supporter and frequently provides items for
NBU-Reno, Fallon NBU, and many others. Thank you Darcy for your support! If you would like to
check out more of his artwork and maybe treat yourself to something nice, go to fineartamerica.
com/profiles/darcy-tate

Canyons West Guide Service 6 Carson Valley Chukar Club 6 Darin Elmore
Dave Stanley 6 Elko Fly Shop 6 Green Gulch Ranch
Jarbidge Wilderness Guide & Packing 6 Lathrop & Sons 6 Reno Vulcanizing
Scott Freeman Guide Service 6 Tactical Hearing
The Joinery/Frank Bluess & Co 6 Twisted Horn Outfitters 6 Walker River Outfitters

as 2020 Sponsors
NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
the Evans Group as a
2020 Sponsor

Representatives for these great manufacturers:

10

www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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BECOME A PART OF THE
NEVADA BIGHORNS UNLIMITED LEGACY
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited needs your help to continue the growth of our education and
conservation programs for Nevada’s wildlife. Consider NBU in your estate planning.

Photo by Victor Clark

We have an increasing number of members of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited who are now benefiting
from life income gifts, gift annuities, and other plans. Please show your support of Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited and all of its many worthwhile programs by giving today.
Planned gifts benefit both the individual and Nevada Bighorns Unlimited. Through planned giving,
individuals can achieve both income tax benefits as well as estate tax savings. Such a gift is
usually the result of careful financial and/or estate planning, and is often combined with current
gifts as part of an overall giving program.

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Scheels
as a 2020 Sponsor
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Individual gifts can be structured in many ways. You can contribute through gifts of stock, real
estate, or other personal assets. Our foundation directors are here to work with your needs and
answer questions regarding contributions.

If you would like more information on this conservation opportunity or have
questions about how you might be able to donation, please contact us at
info@nevadabighornsunlimited.org
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A Tribute to Ron Krump
Ron Krump approached me a couple of years ago with a
generous offer of a donation to NBU to be used to recruit
youth into hunting and sponsor conservation in general. I
had been gone from the NBU board for a couple of years
so I got Ron in contact with NBU director Josh Vittori
to organize and set up the fund. Ron’s donation was a
magnanimous gesture that served as a catalyst to several
of us to follow suit. To put his generosity into perspective,
the following is a brief summary of his background.
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By Larry Johnson

General Contractors, and the Economic Development of
Western Nevada (EDAWN).

Ron was born and raised in the state of Michigan. Living
in a small town, he grew up fishing and later hunting with
childhood friends and family. His father operated a gas
station and Ron worked at the station and nearby farms as

Like many of us, the Nevada outdoors became his love.
When he first moved to Nevada, he met a tough steelworker,
Bill Loyd, who introduced him to hunting and fishing in this
great state. Bill became his main superintendent at Krump
Construction, and the two have shared hunting and fishing
adventures across North America. One of his favorite trips
was his frequent 50 mile backpack trek into the southern
Sierras, often taking a troop of older boy scouts on the
trip of their lifetime. I had the pleasure of hunting desert
bighorns with Ron and Bill on a couple of occasions,
including the time that he and Bill rushed me to the Las

a boy. He graduated in 1958 from Michigan Tech with a BS
in civil engineering with a minor in geology. An interesting
note of the cost of higher education – Ron was able to
make about $1,200 by working during summer breaks
which was enough to pay tuition and living expenses – try
that one today! After a couple years in the Army and a
few short-term jobs, Ron moved to Reno in 1964 where
he worked in design and erection of pre-engineered
metal buildings. He started his own business in this same
discipline in 1967 later becoming Krump Construction and
never looked back. His company performed design-build
projects throughout Nevada from the Chevrolet dealership
in Winnemucca, the truck maintenance shop for Kennecott
in Ely, and the Medium Security Prison in Lovelock, to the
National Bowling Stadium in Reno.

Vegas airport from the Arrow Canyons in the wee hours to
catch a plane back to Reno with my blown-out knee. Ron
tipped the airline handlers to give me VIP treatment in a
wheelchair through security and a front row seat where I
could fully extend my leg splinted with cactus stalks and
climbing rope! Then there was the time in the Desert Range
that Ron spotted an old ram that, while legal, was not all
that big. Sheep numbers were down and that was the only
mature ram seen on the entire hunt. Ron selflessly went to
an adjacent hunting camp occupied by an older gentleman
who had never hunted sheep before and guided him to the
ram! Ron’s explanation was “I’ve already got a bigger one
on the wall, and it means a lot more to this guy.” The other
hunter was ecstatic and we all had smiles on our faces. This
pretty much sums up Ron Krump – A man among men!

During his illustrious career, he always gave back to the
community. He was on the Board of the Boy Scouts, the
Nevada Nature Conservancy, the Mountain States Legal
Foundation, the Executive Association of Reno, Associated

As a Golden Ram Life Member of NBU, Ron now splits his
time between his winter home in Phoenix and his summers
in Reno.
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The NBU Legacy Fund
As Larry modestly mentioned, Ron Krump’s donation was
certainly generous but we should elaborate on it a bit to
illustrate just how impressive it really was. Ron came to
NBU with an offer of $100,000! His idea was that he’d like
to donate the funds and then have them invested such
that the interest could be used to recruit people to hunting
and fishing in Nevada, but the principal would grow over
time. Ron is nothing short of a top-notch sportsman and
wishes to see people enjoying Nevada’s outdoor game
opportunities for years to come.
His offer came with a challenge to the NBU board, which
was to find $100,000 in matching funds. The intent of the
match was so the total initial principle in the investment

account could start at or above $200,000. This was
certainly no easy feat since typical donors to NBU Reno
prefer to either be a banquet sponsor or have funds
go directly towards wildlife habitat projects. However,
situations like this demonstrate the strength of NBU’s
foundations and specifically those that make up our board
and membership. Right out of the gate we had existing and
past directors step up to help fund the match. We were then
part-way there but needed an additional infusion. I’ll take a
moment to pause as some members may not be aware that
another entity exists that is totally separate from the NBU
Reno chapter called “The Nevada Bighorns Foundation”.
This foundation was established many years ago for a
number of reasons with the main one of supporting the
NBU chapter, particularly on large funding situations.
When The Nevada Bighorns Foundation caught wind of the
challenge in front of the chapter they immediately called a
meeting with our board and in a matter of minutes had
approved funding the remaining match to reach $100,000.
We quickly got together with Ron to let him know, and his

By Josh Vittori

idea began to take shape. The process did take some time,
though I admit I enjoyed all the lunch meetings with Ron
and Larry talking through the nuts and bolts and taking the
occasional break to hear a story from two of NBU’s longest
running members and great friends.
The NBU Legacy Fund was established in 2017 and today
exists as a managed portfolio with a strict investment policy.
The policy is in place to manage diversity and risk but also
to specify that a small percent of the annual revenue is to
be reinvested into the principal. The remaining amount
is to be used by the NBU chapter to fund activities that
recruit people into hunting and fishing in Nevada.

In addition to reinvesting interest and dividends, our
hope is to also grow this fund via additional donations.
The happenings of 2020 thus far have demonstrated how
important having things like this in place are for continuing
to have resources available to do great things for Nevada’s
wildlife and the people that use it. If someone decides to
donate to the NBU Legacy Fund, at any level, they only
need to reach out to our board and we’ll make it happen.
I will forever be grateful to Ron and the other individuals
who stepped up to make this happen. I hope that all NBU
members appreciate such an amazing group of individual
donors who clearly bleed NBU blue!
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Blush Guzzler Report

By Steve (Rocky) Hall

The Blush guzzler expansion on March 14th went well despite cool and very windy conditions. The existing apron was
expanded two fold and two new tanks were added and the site now includes five tanks. Despite the questionable weather
conditions and early coronavirus report, 75 people were on-site. This number includes NDOW and NBU personnel. Jim
Puryear, Bob Heddy and Karen Heddy erected a dedication sign to their various family members and friends. A blank
sign post was erected and awaits a name plate. Numerous compliments were made regarding the new barbecue trailer.

Volunteers
Kevin Agrella		
Jeno Faretto		
Jim Jackson		
John Hanna		
Brad Pillsbury		
Bob Milne		
Chris Haberkorn
Steve Duncan		
Carl Erquiaga		
Don Judd		
Brad Henrikson		
Ed Wass		
Jake Arnold		
Shane Evans		
Reuben Telles		
Larry Johnson		
Lauren Parola		
Matt Sweitzer		
Michael Cassiday
Mel Belding		
David Likes		
Bob Heddy		
Tom Pellett		
Karen Heddy		
Eric Barton		
Rob Harden		
Chad Grape		
Joe Zweifel		
Ross Bamburg		
Mike Teglia		
Steve Kellers		
Brian Jensen		
Stirling Oulsten			
			
NBU Board Members		
Steve Hall		
Lydia Peri		
Pat Reichman		
Jim Puryear		
			
NDOW Personnel			
Kenny Pirkle		
Colton Brunson		
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Cody Puryear		
Trevor Puryear		
Mike Teel		
Connor Bohach		
Colten Storlie		
Jake Merrill		
Jace Miller		
Kurt Young		
Dillon Stanley		
David Harrell		
Dallas Izzo		
Shara Izzo		
Bob Izzo		
Tyeisha Watters
Jarred Werlinger
Conner Laczynski

Kyle Turnipseed
Clara Meadows
Brandi Rangel
Triny Otero
Joe Sellers
Brody Pirkle
Clint Jensen
Jack Salibury
Anita Salisbury
Jason Salisbury
Heather Salisbury
Gianna Salisbury
Hoyte Salisbury
Cody Judd
Steve Fuller
Steve Madison

Chris Cefalu		

Allen Stanley

AJ Jensby		

Cole Hustad

Editor’s Note:
Many thanks to Steve (Rocky) Hall,
Caleb Van Kirk, Allen Stanley, Pat
Reichman, Steve Field, Dan Warren
and other NBU Directors who worked
tirelessly to purchase and upgrade
the new barbecue trailer. Also a big
thank you to Victor Trujillo and Jon
Hill for supplying us with amazing
photos of sheep to be displayed on
the barbecue trailer wrap!
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It Takes a Spark

By Jim Jeffress

Note: In an effort to capture the genesis of Nevada's most
successful hunter-based conservation organization, a handful
of people familiar with the story thought it was important to
capture the story before it is lost. As time goes on, people
and memories fade as evidenced by the fact that Reno NBU
now has second generation supporters and Board of Director
members who are not familiar with how NBU got its start. To
that end, this is the story of what one person can overcome and
accomplish to help create a truly unique wildlife conservation
organization.

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) is recognized for
its unprecedented ability to raise money and their
ardent support of the many major big game projects
in Nevada. NBU's tenure over the past 40 years,
fundraising abilities and relevance has grown through
their hard work, dedication and credibility. It is hard to
find an organization that rivals this homegrown NonGovernment Organization (NGO) anywhere in the west
and possibly the United States.
Human impacts over the last 150 plus years, through a
myriad of factors, almost totally extirpated bighorn sheep
throughout Nevada. Bighorn transplants were the primary
management option to rectify the significant or total
loss of bighorn over a major portion of their historically
occupied range. Since the inception of Reno NBU, the
successful transplant program in Nevada has resulted in
the highest number of established bighorns in the lower 48
states and has exceeded everyone's wildest expectations.
The support and funded projects of NBU, and its chapters,
are self-evident and widely recognized, but how Reno NBU
got started is a unique story that is rooted in the efforts
and dynamic personality of one man.
In 1980, the original NBU was formed in Fallon, NV and
they initiated a fundraising event with the sole objective of
transplanting desert bighorn back into the Stillwater range
east of Fallon. A hunter from Reno, Jim Lathrop, returned
from that event with a fire in his belly. If Fallon can hold a
successful event such as he witnessed, "Can you imagine
the fund-raising potential in and around Reno?!" His first
question - Why is Nevada Fish and Game not conducting
transplants? Funding for expensive trap and transplant
projects are not available apart from baseline programs. If
sportsmen raise the money for that type of project, will the
Fish and Game conduct those activities? The affirmative
answer to that question was really validated at the Fallon
event by their guest speaker, Nevada Fish and Game Chief
of Game, George Tsukamoto.
With a strong kick start from Jim, an effort akin to a kid
on chocolate, he was off and running and focused on
one thing; raise money for big game wildlife transplants.
Almost immediately he started to contact friends and
acquaintances to lay plans to replicate the Fallon event and
raise money for similar objectives around the state. Jim was
a large lanky man with a ruddy complexion, long blond hair
resembling a lion's mane, a large distinctive walk, piercing
eyes and a personality that was extremely engaging. If
he had an idea, you were going to hear him out through
his exuberant and often times entertaining delivery, chew
included. The idea was usually prefaced with, "Here is what
we are going to do!"

18
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Underlying his passion and zeal to organize a group was
a history of some game violations that had labelled Jim
and a number of his friends as people who were serious
hunters, but the wildlife violations cast a shadow over
their ability to lead such an effort. With that aspect being
known through a large segment of the hunters in the area,
Jim faced a substantial uphill battle. Jim sought to solicit
the help of some who could add credibility to his effort.
The Monday after the Fallon event, Jim walked into Reno
Vulcanizing Works and told the co-owner, Mitch Besso, to
sign a piece of paper as he was the president of a new
organization; Reno NBU. Mitch was one of his few friends
who did not have wildlife violations in his past; so, Jim in
his indominable fashion, compelled Mitch to be the new
president!
Jim and I had become friends during my time as a Fish
and Game biologist working on the Mountain Lions
project. With Jim being a lion hunter, we had a number of
exchanges in the field and he freely shared his opinions
regarding population levels and various aspects of hunting
that could last hours over the hood of a truck. In his quest
for help with this new organization, Jim contacted me to
ask if I would help organize the effort and provide some
additional credibility. After some questioning regarding my
initial concerns, Jim indicated and promised he was serious,
focused on the future and his past was in the past. Given
that commitment, I said I could help promote the event and
work to get key people to attend, much to the chagrin of
my peers at work. Good enough, who else could I suggest
that might help make this effort a success? Jim's creative
juices did not really flow until about 10:00 p.m. at which
time the phone would ring with him wanting to discuss "an
idea". You did not go to sleep until he let you off the hook or
you caved and would acquiesce to his point of view. During
one exchange he wore me down and I suggested a number
of people, outside his sphere of direct acquaintances, so I
could get to sleep. One such person was Lewi Chatelle who
brought a business sense and had organized similar events.
Lewi had a wide and diverse range of friends and contacts
from the governor to the last guy he 86ed from his bar,
"The Little Wal". The two did not know each other, but had
heard of each other through the negative rhetoric about
Jim's wildlife violations. It was almost like high school kids
calling each other out. After meeting in a vacant parking

lot, Jim convinced Lewi his intentions were real and he
wanted to "pay back" for his past infractions. Lewi agreed
to help and with Mitch Besso and a number of others who
experienced their own "Lathrop recruitment effort," the
first annual Reno NBU event was being organized. These
likeminded sportsmen planned an outside daytime affair
at the Lathrop Ranch in Washoe Valley. All the volunteers
and Jim's friends pitched in and sold tickets; while Jim,
Mitch, Lewi and others personally bought tickets and
handed them out as "comp tickets" to people to encourage
their participation and bolster attendance. We asked Bob
McQuivey, the Nevada Fish and Game bighorn biologist in
Las Vegas, to speak at the event and describe the many
opportunities to transplant bighorn across the state. Jim
bought his airline ticket, and I hosted Bob while in town
over the weekend. With raffle and auction items collected,
the first event was in an apple orchard with a lowboy trailer
as a stage, audio from Willie Capucci of Fallon, no formal
auctioneer, whole lamb prepared by Mike and Chris Ellena
and attendees sitting /eating in the shade under the apple
trees. The event garnered approximately $8,500.00, and
more importantly served as the catalyst for many big
game hunters who had been seeking to support a wildlife
cause they could believe in! The next three events were
held at the same location with continued annual growth;
the only significant modification being Greg "Lightning
Williams" as the auctioneer. By the fifth-year, participation
had grown to the point the banquet was held at Harrah's
in downtown Reno. Without sufficient cash reserves, a real
leap of faith came with the first big transition to Harrah's.
Lewi Chatelle volunteered to write a check to Harrah's for
$30,000 to cover banquet expenses. The caveat being that
the check would be held and covered with the proceeds
from the event. There was a real degree of uncertainty

leading up to the event; too much, too fast? The transition
paid off and the check was easily covered. In subsequent
years, attendance grew and the venues changed based on
seating capacity; it moved from Harrah's to the Nugget in
Sparks to the grand ball room at the old MGM and finally
to the Peppermill where it seats a sold-out crowd of
approximately 2,300 people.
After the third year, a tax-exempt status was created and
a more formal Board of Directors was chosen (with a mix
of sportsmen who had the professional skills to help steer
this budding NGO). Reno NBU was up and running and the
rest is history. Although a number of people helped get the
organization formed and going; the absolute catalyst who
laid the groundwork for Reno NBU was unequivocally Jim
Lathrop. Jim's drive to work as hard as possible to remedy
his past and focus on the future of Nevada's wildlife cannot
be understated. For several years, Jim did the work of ten
men and poured his personal time and capital into what
has grown to become one of the premier wildlife NGO's in
the country. It took a spark, Jim Lathrop!
Hopefully, this history will provide the insight as to who was
the cornerstone for Reno NBU and the passion behind this
man to expand bighorn populations. Sadly, Jim took his own
life in 1989 and left a large hole with the many people who
he considered a friend. However, Reno NBU continues to
grow through the past and current dedication of hundreds
of people who have served as Board of Directors, an army
of volunteers who work on wildlife water developments
and thousands of supporters who donate to and attend
the annual banquet. This Nevada legacy continues!

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Dillinger River Outfitters as a 2020 Sponsor
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Gold Ram Memberships

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges African Arrow
as a 2020 Sponsor

Every membership in Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
helps to re-establish, augment and maintain Nevada’s
Wildlife. A Lifetime Member can feel confident that
his or her donation and participation in N.B.U. creates
the greatest impact possible on Nevada’s wildlife and
habitat. Membership we can count on to perpetuate
the organization makes the difference. Can you believe
that we are at 99 Gold Ram Life Members? Who will
be member 100!? This will be an incredible milestone
and NBU would like to thank the Gold Ram members
for their support. NBU would also like to thank all
members for their continued generosity.
Jim Billingsley		
Mike Boyce		
Byron Burris II		
Bruce Burroughs
Kent Burroughs		
Terry Callahan		
Ron Carey		
Killian Cassiday		
Michael W. Cassiday
Silas Cassiday		
Kevin Chadwick		
Vic Christison		
Victor L. Clark		
Glen Copeland		
Gary Cushman		
Eric Dalen		
Grant Dalen		
Bob Deckwa		
Christopher A. Dianda
Michael P. Dianda
Debbie Downs		
Chris Eikelberger
Lewis A. Ewert		
Steve Field		
Tommy Ford		

Rick Garzoli		
Tayler Gerhard		
Aaron Griggs		
Don Hanks		
Art Hinckley		
Dale Hislop		
Michael Hornbarger
Geoffrey House		
Jason House		
Gary Hull		
Chuck Jeannes		
Brett K. Jefferson
Micki Jefferson		
Larry Johnson		
Brad Johnston		
Brad Keife		
Rhonda Keife		
Steven Kellers		
George S. Kent		
Kevin Kjer		
Rick Furman		
Clark Knauss		
Ron Krump		
Jerry Lazzari		
Joseph Lee		

Michael R. Lee			
Kevin Libby			
Robert Mackay			
George J. Mallery		
Rex B. McBride			
Al Means			
Sharen Means			
Kyle Meintzer			
Terry Melby			
Robert F. Merchant Jr. MD
David Michaut			
Steve Mothersell		
Jim Nelson			
Diana Panelli			
Erick Panelli			
Michelle Panelli			
Jason Peak			
Thomas B. Pellett		
Mike Perchetti			
Kylen Perks			
Greg Powning			
Dan Price			
Jim Puryear			
Bryce Putnam			
Lee Rankin			

Ed Riley
Steve Robinson DDS
Joseph Scott
Joe Scurry
Albert D. Seeno Jr
Don Sefton
Dennis Sites
Greg E. Smith
Zeke Stanton
Andy Stinson
Matt Sweitzer
Tyler Turnipseed
Brayden Van
Rob Van
Randy Venturacci
Gary Waldron
Roy Walker
Carl B. Walton
Laurie Werlinger
Chris Winkel
Jeff Wooldridge
Teal Woolf
Rick Worthen
Mike Wright
John V. Zenz

Photo by Peter Lassaline
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A LOOK BACK AT 40 YEARS OF NBU HISTORY
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The Duck Hunters’ Code
Memories from our first hunting experiences often stick
with us through the years. Perhaps it’s because people
we admire are sharing their knowledge or simply that
we’re learning something interesting for the first time.
Regardless, the common thread among stories seems
to be the youthful excitement that later grows into deep
appreciation for the outdoors.

By Josh Vittori

wonder. A truck finally rolled into the driveway and about
an hour later I found myself at the gate of a place called the
Greenhead Hunting Club. He must have been wondering
how many cups of coffee I’d had that morning because I
don’t think I stopped talking the entire drive, though the
truth was my folks didn’t let me drink it yet. Upon arrival, we
met Wade’s brother, Jim, who had a companion with him
as well that day. His name was Bob and he was in his mid-

of us drug the boat down the ditch for what seemed like
miles, though it was probably only a few hundred yards.
We pulled the boat up over the dike (Bob and all) and into
an adjacent pond. Overcoming the dike was no small feat.
The pond was shallow, that heavy boat drug the bottom
the whole way, and I recall thinking to myself “How far
do we really need to go?”. The hard work that day turned
out to be what I later learned a common practice among
successful duck hunters.
Once we got to the spot, we deployed the decoys, stacked
mountains of brush around the boat, and then Wade
and I split off to sit across the pond. Meanwhile, Bob sat
quietly in the boat, where he’d spend the entirety of his
day. The birds came almost immediately, some in large
groups and others in pairs or as singles. We all got the
chance to scratch a few out and I quickly learned what a
“good shoot” was. I distinctly recall Bob only pulling the
trigger occasionally but when he did, a bird fell, no matter
the distance or difficulty of the shot. That was especially
impressive to a kid who seemed to only to hit birds on his
third shell, if I was lucky! At the end of the day we did the
whole thing in reverse until we were loaded up, headed
home, and exhausted.
On the drive back, Wade asked me if I had a good time and
I replied excitedly that I did. I made sure to thank him, but
I dared not ask why we had drug an old guy around all day
or mention how sore I was. He must have been reading my
mind though, and that’s when I began to learn that a good
day in the marsh was about more than just having a good
shoot. He explained that Bob was a good friend of their
father’s and had taken them hunting when they were my

age, including some of their first duck hunts at Greenhead.
He mentioned that they worried about him every time he
came but that they just couldn’t say ‘no’ when he asked to
go. Wade spoke as if it were just part of the duck hunters’
code, but even as a kid I recognized it as something
bigger. I found myself quietly overwhelmed with a feeling
of admiration. These were a couple of brothers who were
simply returning the favor to an old friend, who was too
old to go out on his own. My frustration disappeared and
sore muscles became secondary. Sitting shotgun in his
truck, I rode that high all the way home that day.
The brothers have a couple boys my age and I continued to
hunt periodically with their crew up through high school,
lost touch for a while, and then reconnected several
years ago. Nowadays, we make it a point to try and hunt
together at least once a season and, of course, we make it
a Greenhead trip. I asked about Bob on a recent hunt and
they still remembered nervously taking him out all those
years ago. They said he that he really loved it out there and
they missed their time with him. Occasionally, they share
other hunting stories about Bob and their father, which I
always enjoy. Lately, I’ve noticed that when we hunt, they
seem to be much more focused on simply being out in
the marsh with good company than whether the birds fly,
reinforcing yet another key lesson…25 years later. They
sometimes tell me that they’re getting close to being too
old to hunt, but I quickly remind them that their boys and
I will always be here to take them out, no matter how old
they are. I’d really like to return the favor someday and,
most importantly, share with my son the lessons that his
father learned all those years ago.

HUNTING
USA

For me, a lifelong memory is from one of my first duck
hunts. The reason it’s a favorite isn’t about how many
birds we shot, a legendary dog retrieve, or enduring epic
weather; but instead, it was the company we were in and
great lessons in sportsmanship learned.
At 12 years old, I’d done very little duck hunting but was
intrigued by it, so when a family friend named Wade
volunteered to take me out, I quickly jumped at the
opportunity. After staring at the ceiling all night, I finally
gave up and got dressed, hours before my alarm. Waiting
quietly next to the kitchen window that morning I had
no clue what was in store for me, but I couldn’t help but
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70’s, but through the eyes of a 12-year-old kid he seemed
100. I’d heard duck hunting could be hard and wondered
why we had such an old guy with us that morning.
However, when you’re someone else’s guest along for
the ride, you don’t ask too many questions about the age
of the company, especially when all you can think about
is a successful day with seasoned duck hunters. After a
lengthy discussion between the brothers about “the spot”,
we proceeded to load a motor-less boat with all the gear
and drug it into a canal adjacent to the truck. Jim then
presented two ropes, each tied to the bow, and handed
Wade and I each one, directing us to stand on either side
of the canal. Next, he helped Bob climb in and the three

Market leading rangefinding and optical performance, now combined with Bluetooth connectivity.
High performance optics meet ballistics and connectivity.
For demanding hunters and long range shooters, only the best will do. Leica’s

world has ever seen. Connect with a Kestrel Elite with Applied Ballistics for

industry leading combination of optical quality, rangefinding performance

elevation and windage corrections as far as your rangefinder can range.

and ballistic capability makes our CRF 2800.COM, CRF 3500.COM and

Or simply connect to the Leica Hunting App on your phone for easy to use

Geovid 3200.COM products the most capable family of rangefinders the

ballistic solutions.

MOA or MILs
corrections

Holdover correction
in inches or cm

Equivalent Horizontal
Range (EHR)

NBU Gratefully
Acknowledges Leica
as a 2020 Sponsor

@LeicaHuntingUSA
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O U R S P E C I A LT Y I S

Variety…

Supports
Nevada Bighorns
Unlimited

B IG OR SMA LL, W E C ATER T H EM A L L !
• Galas, Parties, Gatherings
• Corporate Functions
• Weddings & Showers

• Pop-ups, Drop-offs
• Way, Way More!

800-400-1610

20 Locations Serving
Northern & Southern Nevada
B L E N D C AT E R I N G R E N O . C O M

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges AHERN as a 2020 Sponsor

Donate your meat to help
feed the under-served in
our community.
The NB Ewes continue to support local organizations
in our community including We Care Volunteers, Veterans Guest House, and Ronald McDonald house to help
provide meals to our local under-served community.
Now in their 8th year, We Care Volunteers provides
over 3,800 meals a month-- serving the homeless,
working poor, elderly, veterans, women, children and
families of the Reno/Sparks community.
Any meat not suitable for human consumption
because of slight freezer burn or toughness will be
donated to Sierra Nevada Zoological Park in Reno. Fish,
birds, and organ meat is welcome.
To arrange a pick up, please contact the NB Ewes at:
(775) 276-5108 or nbuewes@gmail.com

CALL MIKE

775.857.7084

WWW.NELSONSTAXIDERMY.COM
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Nelson’s Taxidermy proudly supports NBU
and their conservation efforts.

About the NB Ewes: The NB Ewes serve as the philanthropic
extension of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) Reno. In close
relation to the mission of NBU to “protect and enhance Nevada’s
wildlife resources for sportsmen, outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts
and future generations,” the NB Ewes bring awareness to our
community of the role that sportsmen and women play in wildlife
conservation through educational and humanitarian projects.
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Check out these old journal clippings!
NBU journals continue to provide our
members with up to date information
about what NBU is up to, summarizing
NDOW
projects,
giving
legislative
updates, and showing off many photos
and hunt stories!
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Throwback Photos
1

Editors Note: We love seeing your throwback photos! Send us your best
oldschool photos so we can see what the good ol’ days used to be like!
Photos can be emailed to peri.lydia@gmail.com

5

7

3

8
6
2
4

9
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11

14

12

15
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Bernie Crooks - Barrel Springs (1980s)
Bernie Crooks - Barrel Springs (1980s)
Dan Warren
Dave Reese and DeVon Warren
Gary Hamrey with a buck in 1986 in area 17
Greg Smith 1985
Greg Smith and his brother Bruce Bilbrey
Thomas Lyle Sr
Jim Lathrop and Wayne Capurro
Jim Lathrop and Warren Tripp
Dohn C. Matteoni
Jim Jeffress, Bob Milne, Cory Mahan & Matthew Jeffress
Kelti Puryear
Jim Puryear
Rocky Hall, Chris and Matt Maples
Scott, Butch and David Anderson
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Recipe By Blend Catering
We will be highlighting game recipes every journal issue. If you have a recipe that
you would like to share, please email Lydia Peri at peri.lydia@gmail.com.

Blend Catering is a Reno-Tahoe based catering company rooted in classical
training and impassioned by food’s ability to connect and shape a community.
Blend has been a huge supporter of NBU and we thank Josh and Whitney for
always being there for us! They proudly donate a catering package to the banquet
each and every year! Check them out at www.blendcateringreno.com

Wild Game Shawarma
I’m going Israeli. Game goes soooo well with middle eastern spices so let’s do it.
You can use any type of wild game that you have available, whether it be red meat, such as elk or venison, or white meat such as chukar
or cottontail rabbit. Just make sure that the meat is deboned and removed of any silver skin and sinew. After that is done, slice the meat
approximately a half inch thick.
Here’s the marinade for 2 lbs of meat:

2020 YOUTH CLOTHING DRIVE
Saturday July 25, 2020 | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

1/2 cup of neutral oil, such as canola or grape seed oil
1/2 cup whole milk, plain yogurt
1 lemon, juiced and zested
Salt and pepper
1 teaspoon each of: cumin, coriander, turmeric, paprika, cinnamon, garlic powder, onion powder
1/2 teaspoon each of: cayenne, allspice
Whisk marinade together and marinade on red meat at least 3 hours to overnight, and on white meat at least 30 minutes to overnight.
If you have a rotisserie on your grill, preheat your grill over medium heat and assemble your marinaded meat onto your rotisserie and cook
for 1.5 hrs or an internal temperature of 135 degrees for red meat and 155 degrees for white meat. You are looking for the outside to be a
golden brown color. If you do not have a rotisserie, you can skewer your marinaded meat, placed onto a baking sheet and roast in a 425 degree
preheated oven, for the same amount of time. To serve, slice the meat very thinly and enjoy with the rest of the meal!

Hummus
2 cans of garbanzo beans
1/2 cup warm water
4 cloves garlic
1/4 cup olive oil
1 tsp cumin
2 lemons, juiced
2 cups tahini
Another cup of water
Salt to taste
1. Add the two cans of chickpeas to a pot and place over high heat. Cook the
chickpeas, stirring occasionally for 5 minutes. Blending warm chickpeas
will result in creamier hummus.
2. Add everything, except the tahini and 2 cups of water to a blender or a food
processor. Blend on high speed until it is very smooth then transfer to a large
mixing bowl.
3. In another bowl, whisk together the tahini and water until emulsified and
smooth then slowly whisk into the puréed chickpea mixture in the larger
bowl. Taste it, season with salt and more olive oil or lemon juice if necessary.
(For a more unique hummus, you can add 1.5 cups of store bought chickpea
miso-this is how we make it at blend catering!)

Onion/herb/sumac salad
1 white onion, sliced very thinly
2 tbsp sumac
1/2 bunch parsley, sliced thinly
1/2 bunch mint, sliced thinly
1/2 bunch cilantro, sliced thinly
Salt and pepper
1 lemon, zested and juiced
1 tbsp olive oil
Mix everything together and top your shawarma and
hummus! It’s a great way to add acidity to the dish!

Youth ages 10 to 17
Receive one new/gently used item with a hunter’s education card AND one
additional item if the youth received a tag for the 2020 hunting season.
Based on our current stock we are in need the following items:
• Adult small/medium clothing
• Hunting backpacks
• Junior size clothing
• Hunting socks/wool socks
• Hunting/hiking boots
• Beanies/warm hunting hats
• Archery bows
• Gloves/mittens
Please no camping gear or coolers
To make donations as safe as possible, we will have a drop off box located in the front office at
Wildlife Revolutions | 253 Freeport Blvd., Sparks, NV

The NB Ewes serve as the philanthropic extension of NBU. We
provide a platform to give back to our community while highlighting
the importance sportsmen and women play in this community.
Please call the Ewes with any questions at (775) 276-5108
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Youth IN THE FIELD

We love seeing what our youth are up to!
Please send us your photos to peri.lydia@gmail.com

ESSAY CONTEST
Hey kids! Looking for something to do this summer?! NBU is holding an essay writing

Teo, Vincent,
Dominic and Gio
Bronson Hamrey
out duck hunting

contest and you could be the lucky winner! Write an essay about what the outdoors means
to you and you could walk away with a brand new pair of Vortex binoculars.
Topic: “What the Outdoors Means to Me”
Deadline: July 31, 2020
Maximum Words: 1,000 words
Prizes: A new pair of Vortex binoculars will be awarded to the winner of each age category
Ages: 7-10 years old
11-14 years old
15-17 years old
Submission: You can hand write your essay and mail it to NBU, PO Box 21393, Reno NV 		
89515 or you can type your essay and email it to peri.lydia@gmail.com

Giovanni
Gonfiantini

Photo by Victor Clark

Matteo
Gonfiantini
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Names of authors will be hidden from judges. Winners will have their essay published in
the next NBU journal! You do not need to be an NBU member to win. Good luck everyone!
You can email peri.lydia@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Wasting Arrows
as a 2020 Banquet Sponsor

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges Vortex
as a 2020 Sponsor

Auckland

1.2hr Flight

NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
New Zealand Hunting Safaris
as a 2020 Sponsor

Queenstown

40 NBU Journal . Volume 37 . Number 2 | Phone +64 27 228 8119 | www,newzealandhuntingsafaris.com
info@newzealandhuntingsafaris.com
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Do you think these bighorn
sheep are thirsty?

Don’t make Nevada’s
wildlife wait for your
support!

Past NBU Director & Water Development Manager Mel Belding
and NDOW Biologist Jason Salisbury

Join NBU Today!
Over the last thirty-nine years, NBU has grown
to become the largest grass roots volunteer
sportsmen’s organization in Nevada, and quite
possibly the country! Through the support of our
members, NBU has raised millions of dollars and
logged literally thousands of volunteer hours to
benefit Nevada’s wildlife. In the past five years
alone, NBU has funded and actively participated in
numerous big game capture, relocation and survey
projects, water development and enhancement
projects, Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge wild
horse control, made equipment and repair donations
essential to NDOW, participated in disease outbreak
and prevention programs, funded wildlife research
including bighorn sheep, mountain goats, elk, mule
deer and sage grouse studies, supported sound
science predator control programs, awarded youth
scholarships and contributed to youth hunting and
fishing forums, as well as participated in numerous
range restoration projects.
The efforts of NBU have directly contributed to
Nevada currently having well over 11,000 bighorn
sheep within our borders. That is more bighorn
sheep than any other state in the lower 48! NBU
has been largely responsible for transplanting

bighorn sheep in 80 of the 86 mountain ranges in
Nevada that bighorns call home. But NBU is not
only about wild sheep! Through the donations
and participation from concerned sportsmen and
sportswomen such as you, NBU has increased
opportunities to hunt big and small game animals,
as well as otherwise enjoying Nevada’s wildlife
experience.
You can become a member of NBU in four different
ways:
(1) By attending our Annual Fundraising Banquet in
the Spring of each year; (2) By making a donation to
the Annual Fundraising Banquet; (3) By volunteering
your time one day a year on a project sponsored by
NBU to perpetuate the mission of the organization;
and finally (4) By joining using the application form
on the adjacent page or via our website at http://
NevadaBighornsUnlimited.org.
Please help NBU perpetuate our mission to protect
and enhance Nevada’s wildlife resources for
sportsmen, outdoor and wildlife enthusiasts for this
and future generations.
Thank you for your consideration.

Join Nevada Bighorns Unlimited & Support Your Nevada Wildlife!
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~ Sportsmen working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife ~
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NBU Gratefully Acknowledges
Wildlife Revolutions
as a 2020 Sponsor

wildlife revolutions

253 Freeport Blvd. Sparks, NV 89431
775.527.1614 | wildliferevolutions.com
Follow us on Instagram at
instagram.com/wildliferevolutions
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